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HOUSE. OF. COMMONS. 
| December 55 mar 1 * 


The new Houſe i "AREAS king met, the Uſer « came from the «Hoſe | 
of Lords, with His-Maje ety's commands for their immediate attend- , 
ance, when they were ordered to chuſe a Speaker ; and being returned, 
Mr, PELHAM — _— in the following . oo! Gert 
of the Ot; , 


Mg. Hilo 


S we are here aſſembled, in purſiiabs' of the imperial wad, 

A it is neceſſary, in obedience to His Majeſty's commands, and 
the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of this Houſe, we proceed immediately to the 
choice of a perſon qualified for the Chair Gentlemen, It is with 
no common degree of ſatisfaction, that I obſerve this aſſembly ſo 


numerous on the firſt day; becauſe whatever is tranſacted by us, muſt 
neceſſarily be conſidered by the nation with more regard, as it is ap- 


proved by a greater number af their repreſentatives; and becauſe the 
preſent affair, which relates particularly to this Houſe, muſt be more 
ſatisfactotily ä as our nn. is aac ſince every man 

Vor. II. 5 * | muſt 


"oy WEE - COMB 


muſt willingly abide by his own choice, and chearfully ſubmit to that 
authority, of which he has himſelf concurred to the eſtablifnment. 
The qualifications required in the perſon who ſhall fill the chair, 
to his own reputation, and the advantage of the Houle, it is not 
neceſſary minutely to recount ; it being obvious to every Gentleman 
who hears me, that he muſt poſſeſs ſuch an equality of temper, as 
may enable him always to preſerve a ſteady and impartial attention, 
neither diſcompoſed by the irregularities into which ſome Gentlemen 
unacquainted with the forms of this aſſembly may eaſily fall, nor 
diſconcerted by the heat and turbulence to which, in former parlia- 
ments, ſome of thoſe whoſe experience might have taught them the 
neceſſity of decency, have been too often hurried by the eagerneſs 
of eontroverſy. That he muſt add to this perpetual ſerenity, ſuch a 
firmneſs of mind, as may enable him to repreſs petulance and ſubdue 
vontumacy, and ſupport the orders of the Houſe, in whatever con- 
trariety of counſels, or commotion of debate, againſt all attempts of 
infraction or deviation. That to give efficacy to his interpoſitions, 
and procure veneration to his deciſions, he muſt, from his general 
character and perſonal qualities, derive ſuch dignity and authority, as 
may naturally diſpoſe the minds of others to obedience, as may ſup- 
preſs the murmurs of envy, and prevent the ſtruggles of competition. 
Theſe qualifications were eminently conſpicuous in the Gentleman 
who filled the Chair in the earlier part of my life, and who is now 
one of the ornaments. of the other Houſe. Such were his abilities, 
and ſuch his conduct, that it would be preſumptuous in any man, 
however endowed by nature, or accompliſhed by ſtudy, to aſpire to 
ſurpaſs him; nor can a higher encomium be eaſily conceived, than 
this Houſe beſtowed upon that perſon, who was thought worthy to 
ſucceed him. oi e 


The office which we have now to confer, is not only arduous with ” 


regafd to the abilities neceſſary to the execution of it, but extremely 
burthenſome and laborious, ſuch as requires continual attendance, 
and inceſſant application; nor can it be expected that any man would 
engage in it, who is not ready to devote his time and his health to 
the ſervice of the public, and to ſtruggle with fatigue and reſtraint 
for the advantage of his country. Te FEI" 

q: Such is the Gentleman whom 1 ſhall propoſe to your choice; ont 
whoſe zeal for the preſent imperial houſe; and the proſperity of the 
* has been always acknowledged, and of whom it cannot be 


fſuſpected 
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ſuſpected that he will be deterred by aby difficulties 2 a province 
which will afford him ſo frequent opportunities of e the 
common intereſt of the Emperor and the people, . 

What ſucceſs may be expected from his endeavours, we can only 
judge from his preſent influence ; ; influence produced only by his 
private virtues, but ſo extenſive in that part of the nation which lies 
within the reach of bis beneficence, and the. obſervation of his merit, 
chat it ſets him not only above the danger, but above the fear of 
oppoſition, and ſecures him a ſeat in this aſſembly without conteſt, 

Thus deputed by his country to many ſucceſſive ſenates, he bas 
acquired an unrivalled degree of knowledge in the methods of our 
proceedings, and an eminent dexterity in digeſting them with that 
order and perſpicuity by which only the tranſaction of great affairs 
can be made expeditious, and the diſcuſſion of difficult queſtions be 
diſentangled from perplexity; ; qualities which are now made particu- 
larly neceſſary by the importance of the ſubjects to be conſidered in 
this ſenate ; ſo that I doubt not but you will unanimouſly concur 
with me in deſiring that the Chair may be filled by a perſon eminently 
diſtinguiſhed by his knowledge, his integrity, his diligence, and his 


MP; reputation; and therefore I move, without ſcruple, that the wad 

AE Hon. Arthur Onſlow, Eſq; be called to the Chair. 5 

ag: Then Mr. CLurrzx Buck ſeconded the motion in this manner: 

es, That I am not able to add any thing to the encomium on the Right 

738 Honourable Gentleman nominated to the Preſident's Chair, gives 

ts me no concern, becauſe I am confident, that in the opinion of this 

an aſſembly his name alone includes all panegyric, and that he who 

t 0 recommends Arthur Onſlow, Eſq; will never be required to give 
the reaſon of his choice. I therefore riſe now only to continue the 

th. common methods of the Houſe,” and to ſecond a motion which I da 

ly not expect that any will oppoſe. t ee TEE 

z [Here the whole FR cried my ; lids a gener acclamation, | 

d Onſlow, Onſlow. ] | 

| Mr. Oxs Low then roſe: up and lads Though I might alledge 

i many reaſons agaĩnſt this choice, of which the ſtrongeſt is my inability 
to diſcharge the truſt conferred upon me in a manner ſuitable to its 

2 importance, yet I have too high an idea of the wiſdom of this aſſem- 

> bly, to imagine that they form any reſolution without juſt motives ;. 

; and therefore ſhall think it my duty to comply with their determinay 

1 tion, however oppoſite t to my own opinion. 
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Mr. Pelham and Mr. Clutterbuck then led bim to the Chair, 


| where, before he went up to it, he deſired, That the Houſe would | 


conſider how little he was qualified for the office which they were 
about to confer upon bim, and fix their choice upon ſome other per- 
for, who might be capable of diſcharging fo important a truſt, 


The The Members calling. out, The Chair, Chair, Chair, he aſcended 
| * ſtep, and then addrefſed himſelf thus to the Houſe : ;—Gentlemen, 
| Since it is your reſolution, that I ſhould once mote receive the honour 


of being exalted to this important office, for which it is not neceſſar 


to mention how little 1 am qualified, ſince I may hope that thoſe de- 


fects which have hitherto been excuſed, will ſtill find the ſame indul- 


| gence z my gratitude for a diſtinction ſo little deſerved, will always 


incite me to conſult the honour of the Houſe, and enable me to 


ſupply by duty and diligence what f is wanting in 2. knowledge and 


capacity. 
Picomber 4th, 1 741. - 


: The Ki 118 came again to the Houſe of Lords, and. the 8 keing ſen 


or, His : Majeſty approved their choice of 4 Preſident, and made a 

- ſpeech to both Houſes, in which be repreſented to them, That their 

counſel was in a particular manner neceſſary, as they were en- 
gaged in a war with Spain, as the affairs of all Europe were in 
confuſion, by the confederacy of many formidable powers for the 
deſtruction of the Houſe of Auſtria; that both Houſes of the pre- 
dceding ſeſſion had come to the ſtrongeſt reſolutions in favour of 
the Queen of Hungary, but that the other powers who were 
+ equally engaged to ſupport her, had not yet acted according to their 
ſtipulations; that he had endeavoured to aſſiſt her ever ſince the 
death of the Emperor Charles, and hoped that a juſt ſenſe of com- 


mon danger would induce other nations to unite with hin; but 


that in this uncertain ſituation, ir was neceſſary that Britain ſhould 
be in a condition of ſupporting itſelf and its allies, as any exigency 
might require. He therefore ordered the eſtimates for the enſuing 
par. to be laid before the Commons. This ſpeech being under the con- 
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each opinion will probably be ſupported, might 3alth. a diſs Fs. hy 
from propoſing any of my ſentiments to this great, afſembly, yet | 
cannot repreſs my inclination to offer a motion, in my opinion, by 
Jar and ſeaſonable, and which, if it ſhould appear otherwi 8 to | 
Lordſhips, will, I hope, though. it ſhould not be received, at [ok be be 
forgiven, becauſe I have. never before wearied Jour Face r 
interrupted or retarded your « conſultations, 8 Shs 
But I am very far from imagining that by th this motion I can, give 
any. £ occaſion. to. debate er oppoſition, becauſe. I Mall propoſe 1 no inno- 
vation in the principles, or alteration of the practice of this aſſembly, 
nor intend any thing more than to lay before your Lordſhips my 
opinion of the manner in which it 2 be proper to N 
Majeſty, 3 e e 1 
To return Him our bumble thanks for His moſt gracious pang 
from the throne, and, at the ſame time, to preſent unto His Majeſty 
our ſincere and joyful congratulations on his ſafe and happy return 
into this empire. 3 
To obſerve with the 1 chankfulneſs the great, Nn Lich 
His Majeſty has been pleaſed. to expreſs for carrying on the juſt and 
neceſſary war againſt Spain, which we hope, by the divine bleſſing 
upon His Majeſty” s arms, will be attended with ſucceſs equal to the 
juſtice of his cauſe,-and-the ardent wiſhes of his people, That, 
His Majeſty has fo truly repreſented the impending dangers to 


re- which Europe is expoſed, in the preſent critical conjuncture, as muſt 
of awaken, in every one, an attention ſuitable to the occaſion: And we 
ere cannot but be fully ſenſible of the evil conſequences ariſing from the 
eir deſigns and enterprizes, formed and carrying on for the ſubverſion | 
he or reduction of the Houſe of Auſtria, which threaten ſuch rt 
n- miſchiefs to the common cauſe, _ 
ut To acknowledge his imperial 3 in expreſling fo Wer 
ld a deſire to receive, and fa high a regard for, the advice of His Pare 
ey liament: His Majeſty, ſecure of the loyalty and affections of His 
1g people, may rely upon that, with the beſt grounded confidence and 
2 to aſſure His Majeſty, that we will not fail to take the important 
2 points, which he has been pleaſed to mention to us, into our moſt 


ſerious conſideration ; and, in the moſt dutiful manner, to offer. to 
His Majeſty. ſuch advice as ſhall appear to us to be moſt conducive. to 
the honour and true intereſt of His crown and kingdoms. To aſſure 
His Majeſty that we have a due ſenſe, how much the Fray poſture. 
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of affairs calls upon us for that unanimity, vigour, and diſpatch, which 

Hs Majeſty has ſo wiſely recommended to us; and to give His Ma- 

jefty the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that we will vigorouſly and heartily 
concur in all juſt a and neceſſary meaſures for the defence and ſupport 
of His Majeſty, the maintenance of the balance and liberties of 
Europe, and the aſſiſtance of our allies. 

That as duty and affection to His Majeſty are, in us, fixed and 
unalterable Principles, { ſo we feel the impreſſions of them, at this time, 
ſo ſtrong and lively i in our breaſts, that we cannot omit to lay hold 
on this opportunity of approaching His imperial preſence, to renew 
the moſt ſincere profeſſions of our conſtant and inviolable fidelity: 
And to promiſe His Majeſty, that we will, at the hazard of all that 
is dear to us, exert ourſelves for the defence and preſer vation of His 
ſacred perſon and government, and the maintenance of the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion in His imperial houſe, on which the continuance of the 
Proteſtant religion, and the liberties of Britain, do, under God, 
depend. 2 
My Lords, As this addreſs will not obſtruct any future enquiries, 
by any approbation of paſt meaſures, either poſitive or implied, I 
doubt not but your Lordſhips will readily concur in it, and am per- 

ſuaded, that it will confirm His Majeſty's regard cos our GY 
and confidence in our loyalty. 

Bord Lover ſpoke next to this effect: —My Las; 1 The Hedges 
which have been juſtly repreſented by His Majeſty, ought to remind 
us of the importance of unuſual eireumſpection in our conduct, and 
deter us from any innovations, of which we may not foreſee the con- 
ſequences, at a time when there may be no e of repairing 


any miſcarriage, or correcting any miſtake, | 
There appears, my Lords, not to be at this time any particular | 


reaſon for changing the form of our addreſſes, no privileges of our 
Houſe have been invaded, nor any deſigns formed againſt the public. 
His Majeſty has evidently not deviated from the practice of the wiſeſt 


and moſt beloved of our Britiſh monarchs ; he has, upon this emer- 


gence of unexpected difficulties, ſummoned the ſenate to counſel and 
afiſt him; and furcly it will not be conſiſtent with the wiſdom of this 
Houſe to increaſe the preſent perplexity of our affairs, by new em- 
barraſſments; which may be eaſily imagined likely to ariſe from an 
addreſs different From thoſe which cuſtom has eſtabliſhed, 


A.1941-] THE ADDRESS. 3 

The proſpect which now lies before us, a proſpeR. which preſents 
us only with dangers, diſtraction, invaſions, and. revolutions, ought - 
to engage our attentions, without leaving us at leiſure for diſputations | 
upon ceremonies or forms. It ought to be the care of every Lord in 
this Houſe, not how to addreſs, but how to adviſe his Majeſty; how 
to aſſiſt the councils of the public, and contribute to. ſuch determina- 
tions, as may avert the calamities that impend gver mankind, and $op 
the wild excurſions of power and ambition, RE. 

We ought to elle my Lords, that the expeations of al Europe 


ſolutions, whole nations are waiting for their ſentence. And how will 
mankind be diſappointed when they ſhall hear, that inſtead of declaring 


war upon uſurpers, or impoſing peace on the diſturbers of mankind, in- 


ſtead of equipping, navies to direct the courſe of commerce, or railing 
armies to regulate the ſtate of the continent, we met here in a full 
aſſembly, and diſagreed upon the form, of an addreſs. | 
Let us, therefore, my Lords, lay aſide, at leaſt for this time, all 
petty debates and minute enquiries, and engage all in the great at- 


tempt of re-eſtabliſhing quiet in the world, and ſettling the limits of 


the kingdoms of Europe. 

Then Lord CARTER ET ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows My 
Lords, there is I find at leaſt one point upon which it is probable that 
thoſe will now agree whoſe ſentiments have hitherto been, on almoſt 
every occaſion, widely different. The danger of our preſent ſituation 
is generally allowed; but the conſequences deduced from it are ſo con- 
trary to each other, as give little hopes of that unanimity which times 
of danger particularly require. 

It is alledged by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, that ſince we are 
now involved in difficulties, we ought only to enquire how to extri- 
cate ourſelves, and therefore ought not to leave ourſelves the right of 
enquiring how we were entangled in them, leſt the perplexity of dif- 


ferent conſiderations ſhould diſſipate our attention, and diſable us from . 


forming any uſeful determinations, or n * vigorous r 
for our deliverance. ; 


But, in my opinion, my Lords, the moſt probable way of removing 


* difficulties, is to examine how they were produced, and by coals 
quence to whom they are to be imputed ; for certainly, my Lords, it 
is not to be hoped that we -ſhall regain what we have loſt, but by 
meaſures different from thoſe which haye reduced us to our 1 
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Kate, and by the affiftance of other counſellors than thoſe who have 


"ſunk us into the contempt, and d expoſed ws the e of every 


nition throughout the world. 
That this enquiry, my Loos! may be free and unobſirudted, it i is 
neceſſary to addreſs the Throne, after the manner of our anceſtors, 


in general terms, without deſcending to particular facts, which, as 
wee have not yet examined them, we can neither cenſure nor approve. 


It has been objected by the noble Lord, that foreign nations will be 


diſappointed by hearing, that inſtead of menaces of vengeance, and 


"declarations of unalterable adherence to the liberties of Europe, we 
have waſted 'our time at this important JEST in ne the form 
of an addreſs. 

That little time may be waſted on this occaſion, I hope your Lord- 


"ſhips will very ſpeedily agree to an addreſs ſuitable to the dignity of 


"thoſe who make it, and to the occaſion upon which it is made; for I 
cannot but allow, that the preſent ſtate of our affairs calls upon us for 
diſpatch : but though buſineſs ought at this time undoubtedly to be ex- 
pedited, I hope it will not be precipitated ; and if it be demanded 
that the moſt important queſtions be firſt determined, I Enow not * 
thing of greater moment than that before us. 

How we ſhall gratify the expectations of foreign powers, 6650 


not, my Lords, to be our firſt or chief conſideration; we ought 
certainly firſt to enquire how the people may be ſet free from thoſe 
ſuſpicions, which a long train of meaſures evidently tending to impair | 
their privileges, has raiſed ; and how they may be confirmed in their 


fidelity to the government, of which they have for many years found 

no other effects than taxes and exactions, for which they have received 

neither protection abroad, nor encouragement at home. | 
But, my Lords, if is be neceſſary to conſult the inclinations, ant 


cultivate the eſteem of foreign powers, I believe nothing will raiſe 


more confidence in our allies, if there be any who are not now 
aſhamed of that name, or more intimidate 'thoſs whoſe deſigns it is 


bur intereſt to defeat, than an open teſtimony of our reſolution no 
longer to approve that conduct by which the Liberty of half Europe | 


has been endangered; and not to laviſh praiſes on thoſe men, who 
have in twenty years never tranſacted any thing to the real benefit of 


| their country, and of whom it is highly probable that they have in the 


preſent war ſtipulated for the defeat of all our attempts, and agreed by 
fome execrable compact to Wy the. ö of the Houſe of 


| Bourbon. 


Upon 
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Upon what facts I ground accuſations ſo atrocious may- uſtly be 
enquired by your Lordſhips; nor ſhall I find any difficulty in anſwer- 
ing your demand. For, if we extend dur view over the whole world, 
and enquire into the ſtate of all our affairs, we ſhall find nothing but 
defeats, miſcarriages, and im potence, with their uſual conſequences, 
contempt and diſtruſt. We ſhall diſcover neither any tokens of that 
fear among our enemies, which the power of the nation, and the re- 
putation of our former victories might naturally produce, nor any 
proofs of that confidence among thoſe whom we ſtill continue to term 
our allies, which the vigour with which we have formerly ſupported \- 

our confederacies, 'give us a right to expect. Thoſe whom we once 
trampled inſult us, 12 thoſe whom we once protected, Live us n 
credit. 
How reaſonably, my Tek; all nxtiors have withdrawn from . 
their reverence and eſteem, will appear by a tranſient examination of 
our late conduct, whether it regarded Europe in general, or influ- 
enced only the particular affairs of the Britiſh nation; for it will ap- 
pear beyond poſſibility of doubt, that whoever has truſted the admi- 
niſtration, whether their own Fe (, or r any foreign powers, has 
yr only to be betrayed. | 

There is among our allies none whom we are more e obliged to ſup- 
ik than the Queen of Hungary, whoſe rights we are engaged by all 
the ſolemnities of treaties to'defend, and in whoſe cauſe every motive 
operates that can warm the boſom of a man of virtue. Juſtice and Wo + 
compaſſion plead equally on her fide, and we are called upon to aſſiſt 
her by our own intereſt, as well as the general duty of ſociety, if 
which every man is required to prevent oppreſſion. 

What has been the effect of all theſe conſiderations may eaſily be 


nd diſcovered from the preſent ſtate of the continent, which is ravaged 
iſe without mercy by the armies of Spain and France. Why all ſuccours 
"W have been denied the Queen 'of Hungary, and why the inveterate 
is and hereditary enemies of our nation, are ſuffered to enlarge their do- 
10 minions without reſiſtanee; why the rivals of our trade are left at full 
pe liberty to equip their ſquadrons, and the perſecutors of our religion 
10 | fuffered to over-run thoſe countries from whence only we can hope 
of for affiſtanee, when the hatred which the difference of opinions pro- 
© duces, ſhall threaten us with invaſions. and ſlavery, the whole world 
j has long aſked to no purpoſe, and therefore it is without proſpect of 


3 ſatisfaction that 1 engage in the ſame enquiry. 
Vet 
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Ver Ince it is our duty to judge of the ſtate of the public, and x 


pences of a land war are certain, and the event hazardous, and that 


are men of known bravery, and long experience, and therefore formi- 


War, is univerſally known, and confeſſed, my LN even by thoſe 


& 
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true judgment can be the reſult only of accurate examination, I ſhall 
proceed, without beingdiſcouraged by the ill ſucceſs of former attempts, 
to diſcoyer the motives of our late maya, and the ends ende to 
be produced by them. £9 

Why the Queen of Hungary was not aſſiſted with: land hs I and it 
ſhall at preſent forbear to aſk ; that ſhe expected them is indeed evi- well fo 
dent from her ſolicitations ; and, I ſuppoſe, it is no leſs apparent from' 
treaties that ſhe had a coke to expect them; nor am I able to conceive 
why ſubſidies have been paid for troops which are never to be em- 
ployed, or why foreign Princes ſhould be enriched with yo plunder 
of a nation which they cannot injure, and do not defend. 

But I know, my Lords, how eaſily it may be replied, that the ex- 


it is always prudent to a& with evident advantage on our ſide, and 
that the ſuperiority of Britain conſiſts wholly in naval armaments, . 

That the fleets of Britain are equal in force and number of ſhips to 
the united navies of the greateſt part of the world ; that our Admirals 


dable not only for their real abilities and natural courage, but for the 
confidence-which their preſence neceſſarily excites in their followers, 
and the terror which muſt always accompany ſucceſs, and enervate 
thoſe who are accuſtomed to defeats; that our ſailors are a race of 
men diſtinguiſhed by their ardour for war, and their intrepidity in 
danger, from the reſt of the human ſpecies ; that they ſeem beings 
ſuperior to fear, and delighted with theſe objects which cannot be 
named without filling every other breaſt with horror; that they are 
capable of ruſhing upon apparent deſtruQion without reluctance, and 
of ſtanding without concern amidſt the complicated terrors of a naval 


whoſe intereſt it is to doubt or deny it. 
Upon the ocean, therefore, we are allowed to be irreſiſtible, to be 
able to ſhut up the ports of the Continent, impriſon the-nations of 


Europe within the limits of their own territories, deprive them of all 


foreign aſſiſtance, and put a ſtop to the commerce of the world. It b. 
is allowed that we are placed the centinels at the barriers of nates th 
and the arbiters of the intercourſe of mankind. f n 

Theſe are appellations, my Lords, which however ſplendid nl 01 


oſtentatious, our anceſtors obtained and preſerved with leſs advantages 


than. 


IAG 


— 
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crack we paſſeſs, by whom I am aſtaid they are about to be. forfeited. 
The dominion of the ocean was aſſerted in former times in appaſition 
to powers far more able to conteſt i it, than thoſe which we have ſo lony 
| ſubmiſlively courted, and of which we are now evidently afraid. 

For that we fear them, my Lords, they are ſufficiently. convinced z 

and it muſt be'confeſled, with whatſoever ſhame, that their opinion 
well founded; for to what motive-but fear can it be imputed, that w 
have ſo long ſupported their inſolence without reſentment, and their 
ravages without repriſals ; that we have fitted out fleets. without any 
deſign of diſmiſſing them from our harbours, or ſent them to the ſea 
only to be gazed at from the ſhores, by thoſe whoſe menaces or arti- 
fice had given occaſion to their equipment, and in whom they raiſed ; 
no other emotions than _ of our cowardice, or pity of 
our folly? 70. 

To what, my Lords, can it de . that the fo ay of 5 
gary has yet received no aſſiſtance from allies thus powerful ; from 
| allies whoſe fleets cover the ſea, whoſe commerce extends to the re- 
moteſt part of the world, and whoſe wealth may be juſtly expected to 
be proportionate to their commerce. To what can we aſcribe the 
confidence with which the Houſe of Bourbon threatens the ruin of a 
Princeſs, who numbers among her allies the Emperor of Britain? 
Nothing is more evident, my Lords, than that the Queen of Hun- 
gary has been diſappointed of the advantages which the expected from 
her friendſhip with this nation, only by a degree of cowardice too 
deſpicable to be mentioned without ſuch terms, as the importance of 
this Debate, and the dignity of this Aſſembly, do not admit; nor is jt 


are | lefs certain from the conduct of her enemies, that they knew what 
ind S would be our meaſures, and confided for ſecurity i in chat cowardice | 
val which has never yet deceived them. 
oſe It cannot, my Lords, be aſſorted, that our ally, however diſtreſſed, 

| has yet received the leaft aſſiſtance from our arms; neither the juſtice 
be of our cauſe has yet been able to awaken our virtue, nor the inſepara- 
of ble union of her intereſt with our own, to excite our vigilance. _ 
il But perhaps, my Lords, we have had no opportunity of exerting 
It our force; perhaps the ſituation both of our enemies and ally was ſuch, 
1 that be the one could be protected, nor the other oppoſed, by 3 


naval power; and therefore our inactivity was the 10 not of want 


of courage, but want of opportunity. FS 
Z | | | ; W 


— 
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that of Italy. 


This knowledge, my Lords, En attained, minde have fur- 
niſhed minds, which have always been found ſo fruitful of expedients, 
with a method of hindering the deſcent of the Spaniſh troops, for 
which nothing more was neceſſary than that they ſhould have ordered 
Admiral Haddock, inſtead of retiring before the Spaniſh fleet 0 of wary 
and watching them only that they might eſcape, to lie ſtill before 

Barcelona, where the tranſports were Bationed, with a convoy of 
only three men of war, and hinder their departure, 3 

I hope it will be obſerved by your Lordſhips, that though the road 
of Barcelona is open and indefenſible, though. t the fleet was unpro- 
| tected by ſhips of force, and though they lay, as 
yond the reach of the guns on the Rf aber upon the ſhore, I 
do not require that Haddock ſhould have defiroyed the army, and 
the ſhips. _ 


he 


2. of i7 


<a our  miniflers, my. Lords, have hitherto given no eminent 
pins of geographical knowledge, or of very accurate acquaintance 
with the ſtate of foreign countries, yet there is reaſon to believe that 
they muſt at ſome time have heard or read, that the Houſe of Auſtria had 
territories in Italy; they muſt have beep informed, unleſs their dif. 
burſements for ſecret. ſervice are ' beſtowed with very little judgment, 
that againſt theſe dominions an army has been raiſed by the Spaniards ; 
1 and they muſt have diſcovered, partly, by the. information of their 
h correſpondents, partly by the 1 be of a map, and partly by the 
fagacity which diſtinguiſhes them from all paſt and preſent miniſters, 
that this army was to be tranſported by ſea from the coaſt of Spain to 


1 am informed, be- 


T am too well acquainted, my Lords, with the lenity of our miniſ- 


ters to the enemies of their country, and am too well convinced of | 


the prudence and tenderneſs of the reſtrictions by which the power of 
our Admirals is limited, to expect that our guns | ſhould be ever r uſed 


peace. I am convinced that our miniſters =} tudder at the 
name of bloodſhed and deſtruction, and that they had rather hear that 
a thouſand merchants were made bankrupts by privateers, or all our 
allies deprived of their dominions, than that one Spaniſh ſhip was funk 


or burnt by the navies of Britain. 


But, my Lords, though they are willing to ſpare the blood of their 


enemies, yet ſurely they might have obſtructed their enterpriſes ; ; they 


might 


* 


might ha 
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oa have withheld thoſe whom they were. unwilling to ſtrike, and 
we endeavoured to fright thoſe whom they determined never to hurt. 
Jo ſpeak, in terms more adapted to the ſubject before us: That 


the fleet of Spain, a fleet of tranſports with ſuch a convoy, ſhould lie 
three weeks in an open road, profeſſedly fitted out againſt an ally | 


united to us by every tie of nature, and of policy, by the ſolemnity of 


| treaties, and conformity of intereſt ; that it ſhould lie undiſturbed | 


almoſt within ſight of a Britiſh navy ; that it ſhould lie there not only 
without danger, but without apprehenſion of. danger, has. raiſed the 
aſtoniſhment of every nation in Europe, has blaſted the reputation of 
our arms, impaired the influence of our counſels, and weakened the 
credit of our publick faith. | 

There may be ſome, my Lords, that will impute this abſurdity of 
our conduct, this diſregard of our intereſt, this deſertion of our 
alliances, and this neglect of the moſt apparent opportunities of ſuc- 
ceſs, not to cowardice but Fe A cauſe more I as more 
atrociouſly criminal. 

This opinion, my Lords, I think it not ang” to oppoſe, both. 
becauſe it cannot be charged with improbability, and becauſe I think | 
it may be eaſily reconciled with my own aſſertions, for cowardice 
abroad produces treachery at home; and they become traitors to their 
country who are hindered by cowardice from the proſecution of ME - 
intereſt, and the oppoſition of her enemies. 


It may however be proper to declare, my Lords, that I'do not- im- h 


pute this fatal cowardice to thoſe who are entruſted with the com- 
mand of our navies, but to thoſe from whom they are obliged to re- 
ceive their inſtructions, and upon whom they unhappily renn for the 
advancement of their fortunes. 

It is at leaft reaſonable to impute miſcarriages rather to thoſe, who 
are known to have given formerly ſuch orders as a brave Admiral 


periſhed under the ignominious neceſſity of obſerving, than to thoſe "= 


of whom it cannot be ſaid that any former part of their lives has been 
ſtained with the reproach of cowardice; at leaſt it is neceſſary to 
ſuſpend our judgment, till the truth ſhall be made apparent by a rigid 
enquiry ; 3 and it is therefore proper to offer an addreſs in, general 
terms, by which neither the actions or counſels of any man ſhall 
be condemned nor approved. | 
It would be more unreaſonable to charge © our ſoldiers or our alors 

with cowardice, becauſe they have ſhown even in thoſe actions which 

have 


* 
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kave failed of feels, that they riſcarried rather through! temiezit 
tan fear; and that whenever they are ſuffered to attack their ent. 
mies, they are ready to march forward even where there is no Pol. 
Ability of returning, and that they are only to be withheld from con. 
queſt by obſtacles which human proweſs cannot ſurmount. 
Such, my Lords, was the ſtate of thoſe heroes who died under the 
Walls of Carthagena; that died in an enterpriſe ſo ill concerted, that 
Tvetitired with no great ſkill in war, and without the leaſt pretence 
to'preſcience, to foretel in this Hoſe that it would miſcarry. : 
That it would, that it muſt miſcarry; ; that it was even intended 
only to amuſe the nation with the appearance of an expedition, with- 
out any deſign of weakening our enemies, was eaſily diſcovered ; for 
why elſe, my Lords, was the-army compoſed of men newly drawn 
from the ſhop, and from the plough, unacquainted with the uſe of 
arms, and ignorant of the very terms of military diſcipline, when we 
Had among us large bodies of troops long kept up under the appear- 
ance of a regular eſtabliſhment, troops of whom we have long felt 
the expence, but of which the time is not, it ſeems, yet come, 5 — 
we are to know the uſe. i 
Theſe men, my Lords, who have ſo long practiſed the motions of 
battle, and who have given in the Park ſo many proofs of their dexterity 
and activity, who have at leaſt learned to diſtinguiſh the different 
ſounds of the drum, and know the faces and voices of the ſubaltern 
officers at leaſt, might have been imagined better qualified for an 
attempt upon a foreign kingdom, than oh: who were neceſſarily 


ſtrangers to every part of the military opgrations, and might have 


been ſent upon our firſt declaration of war, while the new raiſed 


forces acquired at home the fame arts under the ſame inſpection. 
But, my Lords, whether it was imagined that new forces would be 
Jong before r learned the implicit obedience neceſſary to a 
ſoldier; whether it was imagined that it would not be eaſy on 2 ba. 
den to collect troops of men ſo tall and well- proportioned, or fo well 
{killed in the martial arts of curling and powdering their hair; or 
whether it would have been dangerous to have deprived the other 
| Houſe of the councils and votes of many worthy members, who had 
at the ſame time a ſeat in the ſenate, and a commiſſion in the army, 
it was thought neceſſary to ſend out raw forces to attack our enemies, 
and to keep our diſciplined troops at home to awe the no.” 
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Nor did tlie miniſter, my Lords, think it ſufficient to obſiruct the 


xpedition to America by employing new raiſed troops, unleſs they 
vere likewiſe placed under the command of 'a man, who, though of 


undoubted courage, was, with reſpect to the conduct of an army, as 


ignorant as themſelves. It was therefore determined, my Lords, 
that all thoſe officers who had gained experience in former wars, and 
purchaſed military knowledge by perſonat danger, ſhould be diſap- 
pointed and rejected for the ſake of advancing a man, who, as he had 
leſs ſkill, was leſs likely to be ſucceſsful, and was therefore more 
proper. to direct an Wes propoſed" ad to OE: = 


Britiſh nation. 


That the event was ſach as might be expetied from the means, 
your Lordſhips need not to be informed, nor can it be WT ra 

with what intentions theſe means were contrived, 

I am very far, my Lords, from charging our minifters with i igno- 
rance, or upbraiding them with miſtakes on this occaſion, for their 
whole conduct has been uniform, and all their ſchems conſiſtent with 
each other; nor do I doubt their knowledge of the confequence a 1 
their. meaſures, ſo far as it was to be foreſeen by human prudence, - 

Whether they have carried on negotiations, or made war; a 
they have conducted our own affairs, or thoſe of our ally the Queen 
of Hungary, they have ſill diſcovered the ſame intention, and pro- 
moted it by the ſame means. They have ſuffered the Spaniſh fleets 
to ſail firſt for ſupplies from one port to another, and then from the 
coaſts' of Spain to thoſe of America. They have permitted the 
Spaniards, without oppoſition, to land in Italy, when it was not neceſ- 
ſary even to withhold them from it by any actual violence; for had 
the fleet, my Lords, been under my command, I would have only 
ſent the Spaniſh admiral a prohibition to fall, and am fire, it Ws. 
have been obſerved. 

They have neglected to purchaſe the friendſhip of the Kinds of 
Pruſſia, which might perhaps have been obtained upon eaſy terms, 
but which they ought to have gained at whatever rate; and to con- 
clude, we have been lately informed that the neutrality is ſigned. - -.. 

Such, my Lords, is the conduct of the miniſtry, by which it cannot 
be denied that we are involved in many difficulties, and expoſed to 
great contempt ; but from this contempt we may recover, and diſ- 
entangle ourſelves from theſe difficulties by a vi 9 8 proſecution of 

| | a F 


16 DEBATE ON, 
72 


meaſures oppoſite to thoſe by which we have been reduced to our 
51 ſtate. 

If we conflier mithott that confuſion which fear thy pro- 

uces, the circumſtances of our affairs, it will appear that we have 
Spportunities in our hands of recovering our loſſes, and re-eſtabliſhing 
dur reputation; thoſe loſſes which have been ſuffered while we bat 
two hundred ſhips of war at ſea, which have permitted three hundred 
merchant ſhips to be taken ; and that reputation which has been de. 
Aroyed when there was no temptation either to a compliance with 
our enemies, or to a deſertion of our friends. 

It is well known, my Lords, that we make war at preſent rather 
with the Queen than the people of Spain; and it is reaſonable to 
conclude, that a war carried on contrary to the general good, and 
againſt the general opinion, cannot be laſting. 

It is certain that the Spaniards, whenever they have been attacked 
by men acquainted with the ſcience of war, and furniſhed with neceſ- 
fary ſtores for hoſtile attempts, have diſcovered either ignorance or 
cowardice, and have either fled meanly or reſiſted unſkilfully. 

It is therefore probable, my Lords, that either our enemies will 
deſiſt from the proſecution of a war, which few of them approve ;' or 
that we ſhall by vigorous deſcents upon their coaſts, and their colonies, 
the interruption of their trade, and the diminution of their forces, 
ſoon compel them to receive peace upon our own: terms. 

But theſe advantages, my Lords, are only to be expected from 2 a 
*Ehange of conduct, which change can never be produced by a ſeeming 
| approbation of the paſt meaſures. I am therefore of opinion, that 

we ought to addreſs the throne in general wen, * to the 
Ancient practice of this Houſe. 

In conſidering the Addreſs propoſed, I cannot but conclude that it 

is too much diffuſed, and that it would. be more forcible if it was 

more conciſe : to ſhorten it will be no difficult taſk, by the omiſſion 
of all the clauſes that correſpond with particular parts of His Ne 8 
eech. which I cannot difcover the neceſſity of repeatingg. 

In the congratulation to His Majeſty upon his return to his once 

gloricus dominions, no Lord ſhall concur more readily or more 
Zeatouſty than myſelf; nor ſhall I even deny to extend my compli- 
ments to the miniſtry, when it ſhall appear that they deſerve them; 
but I am never willing to be laviſh of praiſe, becauſe it becomes leſs 
valuable by being prodigally beſtowed ; and on occaſions ſo important 
as 


Loxc. 4, 
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as this, I can never conkas to praiſe before I have examined, * 
| enquiry comes too late after approbation. :- - / J 

Lord CHOLMONDELEY roſe next, and ſpoke to this * My 
bing Lords, If the dangets that threaten, our happineſs and our ſafety be 
Xx ſuch as they have been repreſented; if ambition has extended her 


2” power almoſt beyond a poſſibility of reſiſtance; and oppreſſion, elated 
n de. ich ſucceſs, begins to deſign. no leſs than the univerſal ' flavery of 
"with mankind z if the powers of Europe ſtand aghaſt at the calamities 
_ © WE which hang over them, and liſten with helpleſs confuſion to that ſtorm 
ake: which they can neither avoid nor reſiſt; how ought our conduct to 
le tobe influenced by this uncommon ſtate of affairs? Ought we not to 
„ and catch the alarm while it is poſſible to make preparation againſt the 
danger? Ought we not to improve, with the utmoſt diligence; the 
cked important interval? to unite our counſels for the protection of liberty; 
eceſ. nd exert all our influence againſt the eommon enemies of _— 
de or the unwearied diſturbers of the tranquility of mankind ? _ 522 
N To what purpoſe, my Lords, are the miſeries that the preſent 
will diſtractions of Europe may bring upon us, ſo pathetieally deſeribed; 
3 65 and fo accurately enumerated, if they are to produce no effect upon 
nies, bur counſels? And what effect can be wiſhed from them but unani- 
ite. mity, with. that vigour. and diſpatch which are its natural conſss 
| quences, and that ſucceſs with 2 ſteadineſs and —— are 
Ty generally rewarded? e 
ning It might be hoped, my Lad that thoſe who 1 < fo clear a view : 
Ks of our preſent embarraſſments, and whoſe ſagacity and acuteneſs expoſe 
7 them to a ſenſibility of future miſeries, perhaps tnore painful than 
2 would be excited by any preſent and teal calamities, ſhould not be 
a+ is bus tortured to no purpoſe. Every paſſion, my Lords, has its proper 
I object by which it may be laudably gratified, and evety diſpoſition of 


gion mind may be directed to uſeful ends. The true uſe of that foreſight 
ty's of future events, with which ſome great capacities are ſo eminently 


endowed, is that of producing caution and ſuggeſting expedienta. 
What eee my Lords, would it be to navigators, that their 


Sew pilot could by any preternatural power diſcover ſands or rocks, if be 
oli was too negligent or too ſtubborn to turn the veſſel out of the danger ? 
m; Or how, my Lords; to purſue the compariſon, would that pilot be 
le treated by the crew, who, after having informed them of their ap= 
tant Pftoach to a ſhoal or whirlpool, and ſet before them, with all his rheto- 

| rick, the horrors of a ſhipwrecks ſhould; & inſtead of directing them to 


Vol. II. avoid 


18 | W E AT“ DMN: . (Lame. 
avoid: deſtruction, and alliſting their endeavours for their common 
ſafety, amuſe them with the miſcarriages of paſt vos and th 
blunders and ſtupidity of their former pilot? 

Whether any parallel can be formed between ſuch M-timed Dries 
and wild miſconduct, and the manner in which your lordſhips have 
been treated on this occaſion, it is not my province to determine, 
Nor have I any other deſign than to ſhow that the only proper con. 
duct in time of real danger is preparation againſt it, and that wit and 
eloquence themſelves, if employed to any other tie loſe their 
excellence, becauſe they loſe their propriety. 1225 

lt does not appear, my Lords, that the Addreſs oak 8 in- 
eludes any approbation of paſt meaſures, and therefore it is needleſs to 
enquire on this occaſion whether the conduct of our — or Ad- 
mirals deſerves praiſe or cenſure. 


„It does not appear, my Lords, that by 88 any part of out | 


late conduct, however detrimental to the publick it may at preſent be 
imagined; any of dur loſſes will be repaired; or any part of our re- 
putation retrieved; and therefore, ſuch proceedings would only retard 
our counſels, and divert our thoughts from more important confi« 
derations; conſiderations vchich his Majeſty has recommended to us, 
and which cannot be more ſtrongly preſſed upon us than by the noble 
Lord who oppoſed the motion; for he moſt powerfully incites to 
unanimity and attention, who moſt A qe Tees the N of 
dur ſituation Y 

Of the good effects of pobliek canta, I need not obſerve, 
my Lords, that they ariſe from the joint endeavour of many under- 
ſtandings co-operating to the ſame end; from the reaſonings and ob- 
ſervations of many individuals of different ſtudies, inclinations and 
experience, all directed to the illuſtration of the ſame queſtion, which 
is therefore ſo accurately diſcuſſed, ſo variouſly illuſtrated, and fo 
amply diſplayed, that a more comprehenſive view is obtained of its 
relations and conſequences, than can be _ from the wildoin or 
renal A of any ſingle man. 


But this advantage, my Lords, can only be expected from union 
and concurrence; for when the different members of a national 


council enter wth different deſigns, and exert their abilities not ſo 
-much to promote any general purpoſes, as to obviate the meaſures, 
and confute the arguments of each other, the public is deprived of all 
eh benefit that might be expected from the collective wiſdom of 
E — 


. — 
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aſſemblies, whatever may be the capacity of thoſe who compoſe them. 
The ſenate thus divided and diſturbed, will perhaps conclude with leſs 


prudence than any ſingle member, as any man may more eaſily diſco- 


| fatire, ver truth without affiſtance, than when others of equal abilities are 
* have employed i in 2 rg his enquiries, and interrupting the operations 
mine. of his mind. 

weng Thus, my Lords, it might be ſafer for a nation, even in time of | 
vit and WY terror and Gſorder, to be deprived of the counſels of this Houſe, than 
e their Bi to confide in the determinations of an aſſembly not uniform in its 


views, nor connected in its intereſts; ; an aſſembly from which little 
can be hoped by thoſe who obſerve that it cannot, without a tedious 
lefs to debate, prolonged with all the heat of oppoſition, diſpatch | the firit 
T Ad- BY and moſt curſory part of publick buſineſs,- an Addreſs to his M ajefty. 

It has been for a long time a practice too frequent, to confound a 
of our paſt with preſent queſtions, to perplex every debate by an endleſs 
ent be multiplication of objects, and to obſtruct our determinations by ſub⸗ 
ir re- ſtituting one enquiry in the place of another. 2 0 
retard The only queſtion, n my Lords, now before us is, og the A4 
confi. BE dreſs which the noble Lord propoſed; implies any commendation of 
to us, BW paſt meaſures, not whether thoſe meaſures deſerve to be commended; 
noble BY which is an enquiry not at preſent to be purſued, becauſe we have nat 
es to now before us the means of attaining ſatisfaction in it, and which 
er of ought therefore to be delayed ti till it ſhall be your Lordſhips pleaſure 
£0 to appoint a day for examining the ſtate of the nation, and to demand 
erve, WM thoſe letters, inſtructions, and memorials, which are * to an 
nder- ¶ accurate and ſenatorial diſquilition. | 
ob- In the mean time, ſince it is at leaſt as expedient for me to vindi- | 
and cate, as for others to accuſe thoſe of whoſe conduct neither they nor 
rhich have yet any regular cogniſance, and I may juſtly expect from the 
d fo WW candour of your Lordſhips, that you will be no leſs willing to heat 
f its ¶ an apologiſt than a cenſurer, I will venture to ſuſpend the true queſ- 
m or tion a few moments, to juſtify that conduct which has been ſo wan 

| tonly and fo contemptuouſly derided. 

That the preſervation of the Houſe of Auſtria, my Loris, ought 
to engage the cloſeſt attention to the Britiſh nation, is freely con- 
feſſed. It is evident that by no other means our commerce, our li- 
| berty, or our religion can be ſecured, or the Houſe of Bourbon re- 
ſtrained from overwhelming the univerſe. It is allowed that the 
N of Hungary has a claim to our alfitance by other ties than 
C2 thoſe 
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_ thoſe of intereſt ; that it was promiſed upon the faith of treaties, and 
it is 'demanded by the loudeſt calls of honour, juſtice and compaſſion, 
And did it not appear too juvenile and romantic, I might add, that 
her perſonal excellencies are ſuch as might call armies to her aſſiſt. 
ance from the remoteſt corners of the earth; that her conſtancy in 
the aſſertion of her rights might animate every generous mind with 
equal firmneſs ; and her intrepidity in the midſt of danger and diftreſs, 
when every day brings accounts of new encroachments, and every 
new encroachment diſcourages thoſe from whom ſhe may claim af. 
ſiſtance from declaring in her favour, might inſpire with ardour for 
her preſervation all thoſe in whom virtue can excite reverence, or 
whom calamities unjuſtly inflicted can touch with indignation. 
Nor am I afraid to affirm, my Lords, that the condition of this 
illuſtrious Princeſs raiſed all theſe emotions in the Court of Britain, 
and that the vigour of our proceedings will appear proportioned to 
dur ardour for her ſucceſs. No ſooner was the true ſtate of affairs i in- 
conteſtably known, than twelve thouſand auxiliary troops were hired, 
and commanded to march to her afliſtance, but her affairs making it 
more eligible for her to employ her own ſubjects in her defence, and 
the want of money being the only obſtacle that hindered her from 


_ raiſing armies proportioned to thoſe of her enemies, ſhe required, | 


that inſtead of troops a ſupply of money might be ſent her, with 
which his Majeſty willingly complied. 

The Britiſh miniſters in the mean time endeavoured, by the 
ſtrongeſt arguments and moſt importunate ſolicitations, to animate 
her allies to equal vigour, or to procure her aſſiſtance from other 
powers whoſe intereſt was more remotely, affected by her diſtreſs ; if 
the effects of their endeavours are not yet manifeſt, it cannot be im- 
puted to the want either of ſincerity or diligence; and if any other 
powers ſhould be perſuaded to arm in the common cauſe, it ought to 
be aſcribed to the influence of the Britiſh counſels. 

In the. proſecution of the war with Spain, it does not appear, my 
Lords, that any meaſures have been neglected, which prudence, or 
bravery, or experience could be expected to dictate, If we have ſuf- 
fered greater loſſes than we expected, if our enemies have been ſome- 
times favoured by the winds, or ſometimes have been fo happy as to 
conceal their deſigns, and elude the diligence of our commanders, 
who i is to be cenſured ? or what is to be concluded, but that which 
never was denied, that the rms? of war is uncertain, that men 
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1741 | 
are inclined to make fallacious Ealculations of the probabilities of fu- 
ure events, and that our enemies may ſomjetimes't be as . an 
diligent, and as ſagacious as ourſelves ? 

It was the general opinion of the Britiſh people, my Lords, if ts 
general opinion may be collected from the clamours and expectations 
which eyery man has had opportunities of obſerving, that in deelaring 
war upon Spain, we only engaged to chaſtiſe the inſolence of a 
nation of helpleſs ſavages, who might indeed rob and murder a de- 
fenceleſs trader, but who could only hold up their hands and cry out | 
for mercy, or ſkulk in ſecret creeks and unfrequented coaſts, when 
ſhips of war ſhould be fitted out againſt them. They imagined that ; 


me fortifications of the Spaniſh citadels would be abandoned at the 


firſt ſound of cannon, and that their armies WOW turn dh Hacks 


at the ſight of the ſtandard of Britain. 
It was not remembered, my Lords, that the 8 part of our 
trade was carried on in ſight of the Spaniſh coaſts, and that our 


merchants muſt be confequently expoſed to inceſlant moleſtation from 
light veſſels, which our ſhips of war could not purſue over rocks and 
ſhallows. It was not ſufficiently conſidered, that a trading nation 
muſt always make war with a nation that has fewer merchants, i 
under the diſadvantage of being more expoſed to the rapacity of pri- 
vate adventurers, How much we had to fear on this account was 
ſhewn us by the late war with France, in which the privateers of a 
few petty ports, injured the-commerce of this NY more my their 


mighty navies and celebrated admirals. 
My Lords, it would very little become this auguſt Akne this 


Aſſembly ſo renowned for wiſdom, and for juſtice, to confound want 
of prudence' with want of ſucceſs, ſince on many occaſions the wiſeſt 


meaſures may be defeated by accidents, which could not be foreſeen ; 
ſince they may ſometimes be diſcovered by deſerters, or ſpies, and 5 
ſometimes eluded by an enemy 1 ſkilful with ourſelves in the 
ſcience of war. | 
That any of theſe apologies are arti to the hated 1 
am far from intending to inſinuate, for I know not that we have 
failed of ſucceſs in any of our deſigns, except the attack of Cartha- 
gena, of which the miſcarriage cannot at leaſt be imputed to the mi- 
niſtry; nor is it evident that any other cauſes of it are to be alſigned 
than the difficulty of the enterpriſe: and when, my Lords, did any 
nation make war, without experiencing ſome diſappointments ? | 
C 3 Theſe 
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. 'Theſe min my Lords, I have thought myſelf obliged, by 
my regard to truth and juſtice, to layb before you, to diſſipate thoſe ſul. 
picions and that anxiety which might have ariſen from a differen 

' repreſentation of our late meaſures ;, for 1 cannot but once more ob. 
ſerve, that a vindication of the conduct of the miniſtry i is by no mean 
a neceſſary preparative to the Addreſs propoſed. | 
The Addreſs which was ſo modeſtly offered to your Locdſhips, can. 
not be ſaid to contain any more than a general anſwer to his Ma. 
jeſty's ſpeech, and ſuch declarations of our duty and affection, as are 
always due to our Sovereign, and always AA by him on ſuch 
occaſions. 

If our allies have been negated or Pe my Lords, we ſhall 
be ſtill at liberty to diſcover and to puniſh negligence fo detrimental 
and treachery ſo reproachful to the Britiſh nation. If i in the war 
againſt Spain we had failed of ſucceſs, we ſhall till reſerve in our own 
hands the right of enquiring whether we were unſucceſsful by the 
ſuperiority of our enemies, or by our own fault ; whether our'com- 
manders wanted orders, or neglected to obey them; for what clauſe 
gan be produced in the Addreſs by which any vf theſs s can be 


ſuppoſed to be predetermined ? 


Let us therefore remember, my Lords, the danger of our preſent 
ſtate, and the neceſſity of ſteadineſs, vigour and wiſdom for our own 


preſervation and that of Europe; let us conſider that publick wiſdom 


is the reſult of united counſels, and ſteadineſs and vigour, of united 
influence; let us remember that our example may be of equal uſe 
with our aſſiſtance, and that both the allies and the ſubjects of Great 
Britain will be conjoined by our union, and diſtracted by our divi- 
ſions; and let us therefore endeavour to promote the general intereſt 
of the world, by an unanimous Addreſs to his Majeſty in the terns 


| papal by the noble Lord. 


Lord TALBOT ſpoke in the following manner :—My Lords, after 
the diſplay of the preſent ſtate of Europe, and the account of the 
meaſures of the Britiſh miniſters, which the noble Lord who ſpoke 
againſt the motion has laid before you, there is little neceſſity for 
another attempt to convince you that our liberty and the liberty of 
Europe are in danger, or of diſturbing your reflections by another 
enumeration of follies and misfortunes, | 


To mention the folly of our meaſures is ſuperfluous likewiſe for | 


other reaſon. They who do not fag acknowledge it may be 
8 juſtly 
5 | 
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juſtly ſuſpected of ſupprefling their convict ion; for how can it be 
poſſible, that they who cannot produce a ſingle inſtance of wiſdom or 
fortitude, who cannot point out one enterpriſe wiſely concerted and 
ſucceſsfully executed, can yet fincerely AYE ant ay. * Wen 
omitted which our intereſt required? 

The meaſures, my Lords, which are now nee are OR 
which for twenty months have kept the whole nation in continual | 
diſturbance, and have raiſed the indignation of every man, whoſe 
private intereſt was not promoted by them. Theſe meaſures cannot 
be ſaid to be raſhly cenſured, or condemned before they are ſeen in 
their full extent, or expanded into all their conſequences ; for they 
have been proſecuted, my Lords, with all the confidence of authority, 


and all the perſeverance of obſtinacy, without any other oppoſition 


than fruitleſs clamours, or petitions unregarded. And what conſe- 
quences have they produced? What but poverty and diſtractions at 
home, and the contempt and inſults of foreign powers? What but 
the neceſſity of retrieving by war the loſſes ſuſtained by timorous and 
dilatory negotiations; and the miſcarriages of a * in which only 
folly and cowardice have involved us? 

Nothing, my Lords, is more aſtoniſhing, than that it ſhould be 
aſſerted in this Aſſembly that we have no ill ſucceſs'to complain of, 
Might we not hope for ſucceſs, if we have calculated the events of 
war, and made a ſuitable preparation? And how is this to be done, 
but by comparing our forces with that of our enemy, who muſt un- 
doubtedly be more or leſs formidable according to the raren 
which his treaſures and his troops bear to our o.]n n 

Upon the aſſurance of the certainty of this practice, upon the evi- 
dence, my Lords, of arithmetical demonſtration, we were inclined 
to believe, that the power of Britain was not to be reſiſted by Spain, 
and therefore demanded that our merchants ſhould be no longer 
plundered, inſulted, impriſpnes and tortured by lo er r an 
enemy. 

That we did not foreſee all the conſequences of this demand, we 
are now ready to confeſs; we did not conjecture that new troops 
would be raiſed for the invaſion of the Spaniſh dominions, only that 
we might be reduced to the level with our enemies. We did not 
imagine that the ſuperiority of our naval force would produce no 
other conſequence than an inequality of expence, and that the royal 
navies of Britain would be equipped only for ſhew, only to harrals 
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| taken by the privateers of eiii, $6 + 


the ſailors with the hateful moleſtation of an impreſs, and to weaken 
the. crews of our mercantile veſſels, that "wy mw ve: More! eaſily 


Me did not expect, my Lords, that our navies 3 Gai Out 


under the command of admirals renowned for bravery, knowledge, 


and vigilance, and float upon the ocean without deſign, or enter 
ports and leaye them, equally inoffenſiye as a ne or peu 
trader. 1 

But not to ſpeak any longer; my banks in terms bs lee ſuited to 
the importance of the queſtion which I am endeavouring to clear, 
or to the enormity of the conduct which I attempt to expoſe ; the 
ſucceſs of war is only to be eſtimated by the advantages which are 
gained, in proportion to the loſs which is ſuffered; of which loſs the 
expences occaſioned by the war are always the chief part, and of 
which it is therefore uſual, at the concluſion of a peace, for the 
Conquered power to promiſe the payment, 


Let us examine, my Lords, in conſequence. of this 3 * 


0 of our preſent war againſt Spain; let us conſider what each 


nation has ſuffered, and it will eaſily appear how july. we boaſt of 


our wiſdom: and vigour. 

It is not on this occaſion neceſſary to form minute 8 
or to compute the expence of every company of ſoldiers and ſquadron 
of ſhips ; it is only neceſſary to aſſert, what will I hope not be very 
readily denjed, even by thoſe whom daily practice of abſurd apologies 
has rendered jmpregnable by the force of truth, that ſuch expences 
as have neither contributed to our own ag nor to the diſadvan- 
tage of the Spaniards, have been thrown away. 

If this be granted, my Lords, it will appear, that no nation ever 


beheld its treaſures ſo profuſely ſquandered, ever paid taxes ſo willing- 
ly, and fo patiently faw them peryerted ; for it cannot, my Lords, 


be proved, that any part of our preparations has produced a pro- 
portionate effect; but it may be readily ſnewn how many fleets have 


been equipped only that the merchants might want ſailors, and that 


the public ſtores might be conſumed. 


As to our ill ſucceſs in America, which has been imputed only to 
the chance of war, jt will be reaſonable, my Lords, to aſcribe to 
other cauſes ſo much of it as might have been prevented by a more 
ſreegy reigtorcement of Vernon, or may | be ſuppoſed to have ariſen 


from 
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om the OREN e eee 

om Ferol. 

If our e had hots ent more e early into 4 . & hn. 5 
the Spaniards would have had no time to ſtrengthen their garriſons; 
had our troops been acquainted with diſcipline, the attack wauld 
have been made with greater judgment; and had not the Spaniards 
eſcaped from Ferol, we ſhould have had no enemy in America to 
encounter. Had all our miniſters and all our admirals done their 
guty, it is evident that not only Carthagena had been taken, but 
that half the dominions of Spain might now have r the _— | 


reignty of the crown of Britain. 


This, my Lords, may be obſerved of the only enterprize, als 
it is reaſonable to believe was in reality intended againſt the Spaniards, - 
if even of this our miniſters had not before contrived the defeat. But 
of all the reſt of our armaments it does not appear that any effect has 
been felt but by ourſelves, it cannot be diſcovered that they even 
raiſed any alarms or anxiety. either in our enemies or their allies, by 


| whom perhaps it was known that they were only 2 as —_— 


ments for the merchants of Britain. 

That our merchants have already been ſeverely chaſtiſed for their 
inſolence in complaining of their loſſes, and their temerity in raifing 
in the nation a regard for its commerce, its honour, and its rights, 
is evident from a dreadful lift of three hundred ſhips taken by the 
Spaniards, ſome of which were abandoned by their e and 
others ſeized within ſight of the coaſts of Britain. 8 2 

It may be urged, my Lords, that the Spaniards have likewiſe loſt 


a great number of veſſels; but what elſe could they expect when ; 


they engaged in a war againſt the greateſt naval power of the uni- 
verſe? And it is to be remembered, that the Spaniards have this 
conſolation in their misfortunes, that of their ſhips none have been 
deſerted by their convoys, or wilfully expoſed to capture by being 
robbed of their crews, to ſupply ſhips of war with idle hands. | 
The Spaniards will likewiſe conſider, that they have not harraſſed 
their ſubjects for the protection of their trade; that they have not 
fitted out fleets only to amuſe the populace. They comfort them- 
ſelves with the hope, that the Britons will ſoon be reduced to a ſtate 
of weakneſs below themſelves, and wait patiently for the time in 
which the maſters of the ſea. ſhall. receive from them the regulation 
of their commerce and the limits of their navigation, | 


* 
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dias be. doubted, my Lords, but that Sy niacin) to theglſilſhnent Wh 
rx d our miniſters will in a ſhort time gratify their hopes ; fo 
whatſoever be the difference between the power of two contending 
nations, if the richer ſpends its treaſures without effect, and expoſe 
its troops to unhealthy climates and impracticable expeditions, while 
the weaker is parſimonious and prudent, they muſt ſoon be brought 
ta an equality; and by continuing the * ng r ** n 


ne muſt at length prevail. It is 
: That this has been hitherto the ſtate of * war ln Britain Langer, 
wil Spain, it is not neceſſary to prove to your Lordſhips ; it is ap- or that 
parent, that the expences of the Spaniards have been far leſs than other f 
_ thoſe of Britain; and therefore if we ſhould ſuppoſe the actual loſſes BF leaves 
of war equal, we are only wearing out our force in uſeleſs efforts, ſupply | 
and our enemies grow every day comparatively ſtronger. contrad 
But, my Lords, let us not flatter ourſelves that our actual loſſes {I will be 
have been equal; let us, before we determine this queſtion, accurately ble th: 
compare the number and the value of our ſhips and cargoes with Thi 
thoſe of the Spaniards, and fee on which ſide the loſs will fall. the Sp 
And let us -not forget, what in all the calculations which I have part « 
yet ſeen on either part has been totally overlooked, the number of after 
men killed, or captives in the Britiſh and Spaniſh dominions. Men, equall 


my Lords, are at once ſtrength and riches ; and therefore it is to be It 

- conſidered, that the moſt irreparable loſs which any nation can ſuſtain more 
is the diminution-of its people : M oney may be repaid, and com- much 
merce may be recovered, even liberty may be regained, but the loſs and t 
of people can never be retrieved. Even the twentieth generation will 
may have reaſon to exclaim, How much more numerous and more been 
powerful would this nation have been, had our anceſtors not been 1 

| jean in the expedition to Carthagena ! | prop 
What lofs, my Lords, have the Spaniards ſuſtained which can be natic 

put in balance with that of our army in America, an army given up whic 
to the vultures of an unhealthy climate, and of which thoſe wha but 
periſhed by the word, were in reality reſcued win more n, offer 
torments? _- N 
What equivalent can be mentioned fed the liberty of multitudes of imp 
Britons, now languiſhing in the priſons of Spain, or obliged by its 1 
hardſhips and deſperation to affiſt the enemies of their country ? dur 
What have he Spaniards ſuffered that can be — to the detri- 1 


ment dre 
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pen hich the commer of this daten bel from the tention of 


C ur failors : | 
Theſe, my Lords, are loſſes not to be ded — the defiruBicn 


of Porto Bello, even though that expedition ſhould be aſcribed. to the 
miniſtry. | Theſe are loſſes which may extend their conſequences to 
many ages, which PT long impede our cams, 1909} fimiviſh 


our ſhipping. 
It is not to be imagined, my Lords, that i in this time of e | 
Britain I danger, parents will deſtine their children to maritime employments, 
t is ap. ¶ or that any man will engage in naval buſineſs who can exerciſe any 
6 than I other profeſſion ; and therefore the death or captivity of 2 ſallor 
loſſes I leaves a vacuity in our commerce, ſince ng other will be ready to 
forts, Wi fupply bis place. Thus by degrees the continuance of the war will 
contract our trade, and thoſe parts of it which we cannot occupy, 
loſſes vill be ſnatched by the French or Dutch, from whom it is na proba- 
rately ble that they will ever be recovered. ER 
with This, my Lords, is another circumſtance. af difdrantags to which 
the Spaniards are not expoſed ; for their traffick being only from one 
have part of their domipions | to another, cannot be deſtroyed, but will, 
er of after the ſhort interruption of a war, be again welt certain and 
Men, equally profitable. | 
to be It appears, therefore, my Lords, that \ we have hitherto ſuffered 
ſtain more than the Spaniards, more than the nation which we have ſo 


om- much reaſon to deſpiſe ; it appears that our fleets have been uſeleſs, 
loſs and that our troops haye been only ſent out to be deſtroyed; and it 
tion will therefore ſurely be allowed me to aſſert, that the war has not 
iore been hitherto ſucceſsful. 

een I am therefore of opinion, my Lordy, that as the Addreſs now 
| propoſed, cannot but be underſtood both by His Majeſty and the 
nation, to imply i in ſome degree a commendation. of that conduct 
which cannot be commended, which ought never to be mentioned 
but with deteſtation and contempt, it will be unworthy of this Houſe, 

offenſive to the whole nation, and unjuſt to His Majeſty. | 
His Majeſty, my Lords, has ſummoned us to adviſe him in this 
important juncſure, and the nation expects from our determinations 
its relief or its deſtruction; nor will either have much to hope from 
our counſels, if in our firſt public act we endeavour to deceive them. 
It ſeems therefore proper to change the common form of our Ad- 


drefles to the throne, to do once at leaſt what His Majeſty demands 5 


and 


nn n Corc. 4 
and the people expect, and to remember that no characters are mort 
inconſiſtent, than thoſe of a countellor of the A7 and a > flatterer 
of the Miniſtry, 
Then Lord Aix O DOH ſpoke to this effect: My Lords, 1 have 
always obſerved that debates are prolonged, and enquiries perplexed, 
by the negleA of method; and therefore think it neceſſary to 006 
That the Queſtion may be read, that the noble Lords who ſhall be 
inclined to explain their ſentiments upon it, may have always the chief 
point in view, and not deviate into . conſiderations. 8 

| [It was read accordingly.] | | N 

Lord CAR TERET ſpoke next to the purpoſe following :—My 
Lords, I am convinced of the propriety of the laſt motion by the 
advantage which it has afforded me of viewing more deliberately and 


firmed me in my own opinion, that the Addreſs now propoſed is only 
2 flattering repetition of the ſpeech, and that the ſpeech was drawn 
up only to betray us into an encomium on the'miniſtry ; who, as 
| they certainly have not deſerved any commendations, will, I hope, 
not receive them from your Lordſhips. For what has been the reſult 
of all their meafures, but a general confuſion, the depreſſion of our 
own nation and our allies, and the exaltation of the Houſe of Bourbon? 
It is univerſally allewed, my Lords, and therefore it would be 
ſuperfluous to prove, that the liberties of Europe are now in the 
utmoſt danger; that the Houſe of Bourbon has arrived almoſt at 
chat exalted pinnacle of authority, from whence it will look down 
with contempt upon all other powers, to which it will henceforward 


direction, and whoſe armies will march at its command, 


that we ſhall be able to ſtand alone againſt the whole power of Eu- 
rope, which the French may then bring down upon us, and preſerve 
ourſelves independent, while every other nation acknowledges the 


authority of an arbitrary conqueror, is by no means likely, and might 
be perhaps demonſtrated to be not poſſible. 


How long we might be able to retain our liberty, it is beyond the 


reach of policy to determine; but as it is evident, that when the 
empire is ſubdued, the Dutch will quickly fall under the ſame do- 


minion, and that all their ports and all their commerce will then be 
in the hands of the French, it cannot be denied that our commerce 


BY. | | wal 


diſtinctly the queſtion before us; the conſideration of which has con- 


prefcribe laws at pleaſure, whoſe dominjons will be limited by its 


That Britain will be long exempted from the general fervitude, 
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will quickly be at an end. We ſhall then loo dhe a the 
ſea, and all our diſtant colonies and ſettlements, and be ſhut up in 
our own iſland, where the continuance, of our liberties can be deter- 
mined. only by the reſolution with. which we ſhall defend them. 

That this, my Lords, muſt probably be in a fe years our Nate, | 
if the ſchemes of the Houſe of Bourbon ſhould. ſucceed, is certain 
beyond controverſy ; and therefore it is evident, that no man to 
whom ſuch a, condition does not appear eligible, can look uncon- 
cerned at the confuſion of the continent, or conſider the deſtruction 
of the Houſe of Auſttia, without endeavouring to prevent it. 

But, my Lords, though ſuch endeavours are the duty of all who 
are engaged in the tranſaction of public. affairs, though the importance 
of the cauſe of the Queen of Hungary be acknowledged in the Speech 
to which we are to return an Addreſs, it does not appear that the 
miniſters of Britain have once attempted to aſſiſt her, or have even 
forborn any thing. which might aggravate her diſtreſs. e 

The only effectual methods by which any efficacious relief could 
have been procured, were that of reconciling her, with the King of 
Pruffia, or that of prevailing upon the Muſcovians to ſuccour her, 

A reconciliation with the King of Pruſſia would have been my 
firſt care, if the honour of adviſing on this occaſion had fallen to my 
lot. To have mediated ſucceſsfully between them could ſurely have 
been no. difficult taſk, - becauſe each party could not but know how 
much it was their common-intereſt to exclude the F rench from the 
empire, and how. certainly this e diſcord muſt r ny 
both to their ancient enemy. | 

As in private life, my Lords, = two friends coy any Aipute 
between them to improper degrees of anger or reſentment, it is the 
province of a third to moderate the paſſion of each, and to reſtore 
that benevolence, which a difference of intereſt or opinion had im- 
paired; ſo in alliances, or the friendſhips. of nations, whenever it 
unhappily falls out that two of them forget the general good, and lay 
themſelves open to thoſe evils from which a ſtrit union only can 
preſerve them, it is neceſſary that ſomg other power ſhould bee. a 
and prevent the dangers of a perpetual diſcord. 
Whether this was attempted, my Lords, I how not ; hat if 8 | 


ſuch deſign was in appearance proſecuted, it may be reaſonably ima- 
gined from the event, that the negociators were defeRive either in 


{kill & in diligence; for how can it be conceived that any man ſhould 


— 
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aR contrary to his own mate, do whom the als of hs Mics 
truly repreſented? (01941394 G3 

But not to fuppreſs OO 1 cannot doubt, I am Gibts, tn 
Lords; that there is in reality no deſign of affiting the Queen of 
Hungary; either our miniſters have not yet recovered from thei 
apprehenſions of the exorbitant power of the Houle of Auſtria, by 

which they were frighted ſome years ago ints the boſbm of Franc 
for ſhelter; and which left them no expedient but the treaty of Hans: 
ver 3 or they are now equally afraid of France, and expect the Pre. 
tender to be forced upon them by the 2 — whom yU. ſo ately 
folicited to ſecure them from Him. 
© Whatever is the motive of their Conduct, ith is eden” 155 Lords, 

that they art at preſent to the unfortunate Queer or Hungary, either 
p̃rofeſſed enemies; or treacherbus allies; for they have permitted the 
invaſion of Her Italian dominions, when they might have prevented it it 
without a blow, '6iily by conmaniing the Spaniards not 1 tranſport 
their troops. 

"To argue that but ler in the Mediterraneat v was not of ſent 
only be driven by the necelſty of making fo dg and an ab- 
ſolute iftability to produce au Wi Wink will not immediately be dif- 
covered to be Froundtefs. © 

It is Eriown, my Lords, to alt Europe, that Haddock had then 
under his command thirteen ſhips of the line, and nine "frigates, and 
that the Spiniſh' convoy conſiſted only of three ſhips ; and yet they 
ſailed before his eyes with a degree of ſecurity which nothing could 
have produced but a paſſport from the court of Britain, and an aſſured 
exeniption from the danger of an attack. 

It may be urged, that they were protected by the French ſquadron, 
and that Haddeck durſt not attack them, becauſe he was unable to 
contend with the united fleets; but, my Lords, even this is known 
to be falſe; it is known that they bore no proportion to the ftrength 
of the Britiſh ſquadron, that they could not have made even the ap- 
pearance of a battle, and that bur commanders could have been only 
employed in purſuit and captures, = 

Fhis, my Lords, was well known to our Wiallkers, who were 
afraid only of deſtroying the French ſquadron, and were very far 
from” apprehending any danger from it; but being determined to 
e on any terms, the continuance of the friendſhip” of their 

old 
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Jaa protectors, conſented to the invaſion of Italy, and: procured a 
auadron to ſail out, under pretence of defending the mn 


ed, ment their compliance might not be diſcovered. 64/2 nt 

ucen e All this, my Lords, may reaſonably be culpeed at the firſt view 
m thei, of their proceedings 3 for how could an inferior force venture into 
ria, b e way of an enemy, unleſs upon ſecurity that they ſhould not be 
Frage attacked ? But the late treaty of neutrality has changed ſuſpicion into 
Hand. Neertainty, has difcovered: the ſource of all their meaſures, and ſnie un 
& Pr, mat the invaſion of _ * to mme an 
> latel like calamity. «Jos Sans 

Jay There is great danger, r my Lords, leſt this laſt treaty of aber 
Lords, ſhould give the deciſive blow to the liberties of Europe. How much 
either it embarraſſes the Queen of Hungary, by making it᷑ neceſſary for het 


ed the eo divide her forces, is obvious at the firſt view ; but this is not, in 
ited 7} my opinion, its moſt fatal conſequence. The other powers will be 
„ incited, by the example of our miniſtry; to conclude treaties of 


iſport 

2 neutrality in the ſame manner. They will diſtruſt every appearance 
ength of our zeal for the Houſe of Auſtria, and imagine that we intend 
can only an hypocritical aſſiſtance, and that our generals, our ambaſſa . 


1 ab. (Lors, and our admirals, have, in reality, the ſame orders. 
dis- Nothing; my Lords, is more dangerous than to weaken the public 
| faith, When's nation can be no longer truſted, it loſes all its in- 
gies fluence, becauſe none can fear its menaces, or depend on its alliance. 
1 + Wh A nation no longer truſted, muſt ſtand alone and unſupported; and 
they it is certain that the nation which is juſtly ſuſpected of holding with 
8010 its open enemies a ſecret inre bur to *. ann, of's its my can 
be no longer truſted. | 
This ſuſpicion, my Lords, this tratefal, this pere Uitratter, | 
is now fixed upon the court of Britain; nor does it take its riſe only 
from the forbearance of our admiral; but has received new eonfirma- 
tion from the behaviour of our abalbdor; who denied the treaty of 
neutrality, when the French minifter declared it to the Dutch. Such 
now, my Lords, is the reputation of the Britiſh court, a reputation 
produced by the moſt flagrant and notorious inſtances of 'cowardice 
and falſhood, which cannot but make all our endeavours ineffectual, 
and diſcourage all thoſe powers whoſe conjunction we might have 
promoted, from entering into any other engagements than ſuch as 
we may purchaſe for ſtated ſubfidies. For who, upon any other mo- 


tive than immediate intereſt, would form an alliance with a power 
which, 


of invading the queen of Hungary s dominions without oppoſition, 


which, upon the firſt appearance of danger, gives up a confederate, 
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to purchaſe, not a large extent of territory, not a new field of com. 
merce, not a port or a citadel, but an abject neutrality ! | 

But however mean may be a ſupplication for peace, or however 
infamous the deſertion of an ally, I will my Lords, that the liberty 


had been the moſt culpable conceflion of our illuſtrious miniſterz, 


of whom it is reaſonable to believe, that they have ſtipulated with 


the Spaniards, that they ſhall be repaid the expence of the war _ the 
plunder of our merchants. 

That our commerce has been 3 expoſed-t to the ravages 
of privateers, from which a very ſmall degree of caution might haye 
preſerved. it; that three hundred trading ſhips have been taken, and 
that three thouſand Britiſh ſailors are now in captivity, is a conſidera. 


tion too melancholy to be long dwelt upan, and a truth too certain 


to be ſuppreſſed or denied. 


- How ſuch havock could have 1 N "OM not our by Sha 5 war 
concluded a treaty of neutrality with the Spaniards, and left the war 


to be carried on only by the-merchants, it is not eafy to conceive; 


— 


guarding our own coaſts. 


for ſurely it will not be pretended, that all theſe loſſes were the neceſ. 
fary conſequence of our ſituation with regard to Spain, which, if it 
expoſed the Portugal traders to hazard, did not hinder us from 


„ Sf 3 


And yet on our own coaſts, my Lovdns have . of our 


ſhips been taken by the Spaniards; they have been ſeized by petty 


veſſels as they were entering our ports, and congratulating them- 


{elves upon their eſcape from danger. ; 


In the late war with France, an enemy much more formidable 
both for power and ſituation, methods were diſcovered by which our 
trade was more efficaciouſly protected: by ſtationing a ſquadron at 


the mouth of the channel, of which two or three ſhips at a time 


cruized at a proper diſtance on the neighbouring ſeas, the privateers 


were kept in awe, and confined to their own harbours, or ſeized if 
they ventured to leave them. 


But of ſuch uſeful regulations in the preſent war there is little 


hope ; for if the public papers are of any credit, the King of Spain | 
conſiders the captures of our merchants as a ftanding revenue, and 


bas laid an indulto upon them as upon other parts of the Spaniſh 


trade. 


— 
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It is therefore to little purpoſe that meaſures are propoſed in this 
jouſe, or ſchemes preſented by the merchants for the preſervation of 
dur commerce; for the merchants are conſidered as the determined 
nemies of our miniſter, who therefore reſolved that they ſhould re- 
xent of the war into which he was forced by them, contrary to theſe 
avourite ſchemes and eſtabliſhed maxims, which he has purſued till 
the liberties of mankind are almoſt extinguiſhed, | 
There are indeed ſome hopes, my. Lords, that new meaſures reſo- 
Jutely purſued might yet repair the miſchiefs of this abſurd and 
cowardly conduct, and that by reſolution and dexterity the ambition 
of France might once more be diſappointed. The King of Pruſſia 
appears at length convinced that he has not altogether purſued his 
real intereſt, and that his own family muſt fall in the ruin of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, The King of Sardinia appears firm in his deter- 
mination to adhere to the Queen of Hungary, and has therefore re- 
fuſed a paſſage through his dominions to the Spaniſh troops: The 
States of Holland ſeem. to have taken the alarm, and nothing but 
their diſtruſt of our fincerity can enn en from uniting WN 
the Houſe of Bourbon. : 
This diſtruſt, my Lords, we may probably remove, by reviving on 
this occaſion our ancient forms of addreſs, and declaring at once to 
His Majeſty, and to all the powers of Europe, that we are'far from 
approving the late meaſures. | 
There is another reaſon. why the ſhort Addreſſes of our anceſtors 
may be preferred to the modern forms, in which a great number of 
particular facts are often comprehended. It is evident, that the Ad- 
dreſſes are preſented before there can be time to examine. whether the 
facts contained in them are juſtly ſtated ; and they muſt therefore loſe 
their efficacy with the people, who are ſufficiently ſagacious to diſ- | 
tinguiſh ſervile compliance from real approbation, and who will not 
eaſily miſtake the incenſe of flattery for the tribute of gratitude. 
With regard to the propriety of the Addreſs propoſed to your 
Lordſhips, which is, like others, only a repetition of the ſpeech, there 
is at leaſt one objection to it, too important to be ſuppreſſed. * 
It is affirmed in the ſpeech, in what particular words I cannot 
exactly remember, that ſince the death of the late German Emperor, 
the intereſt of the Queen of Hungary has been diligently and invariably 


promoted; an aſſertion nich 4. Majeſty i is too wile, too a | 
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and too generous to have uttered, but at oe perſuaion of l. 
miniſters. 

- His Majeſty well knows, that no important aſſiſtance has. been 
hitherto given to that unhappy Princeſs; he knows that the twelye 
thouſand men, who are ſaid to have been raiſed for the defence of the 
empire, thoſe mighty troops by whoſe aſſiſtance the enemies of 


argumer 
its praiſe 
portant 


Auſtria were to be ſcattered, never marched beyond the territory of In th 
Hanover, nor left that bliſsful country for a ſingle day. And is i „nich 1 
probable that the Queen would have preferred money far troops, hal Bil he mot 
ſhe not been informed that it would be more eaſily obtained? The. 
Nor was even this pecuniary aſſiſtance, though compatible with Wi chargea 
the ſecurity of Hanover, granted her without reluctance and diffi. Wl vith ret 
culty, of which no other proof is neceſſary than the diſtance between Wl gtions 
the promiſe and the performance of it. The money, my Lords, is Ml contain 
not yet all paid, though the laſt payment was very lately fixed. Sue I of our 
is the aſſiſtance which the united influence of juſtice and compaſſion i this aff: 
has yet procured from the court of Britain. 1 
Our miniſters have been therefore hitherto, my Lords, ſo far from whethe 
acting with vigour in favour af the Houſe of Auſtria, that they have Europe 
never ſolicited the court of Muſcovy, almoſt the only court now be imp 
independent on France, to engage in her defence, How wiſely that meaſur 
mighty power diſtinguiſhes her real intereſt, and how ardently ſhe BY Spain, 
purſues it, the whole world was convinced. in her alliafice with the conjed 
late Emperor ; nor is it unlikely, that ſhe might have been eaſily per- by the 
ſuaded to have protected his daughter with equal zeal. But we never Thi! 
aſked her alliance leſt we ſhould obtain it, and yet we boaſt of our pardon 
good offices. a repre 
Our governors 1 it more nearly concerned them to wb the fla 
our merchants than to ſuccour our allies, and therefore admitted the 8 
Spaniards into Italy; by which prudent conduct they dextrouſly at oppreſ 
once gratified the Houſe of Bourbon, embarraſſed the Queen of 8 
Hungary, and endangered the effects of the Britiſh merchants, lying laudab 
at Leghorn; effects which were lately valued at fix hundred thouſand ſuch a 
pounds, but which, by the ſeaſonable arrival of the Spaniards, ar? WF indulg 
bappily reduced to half their price, ie 
I hope therefore I need not urge to your Lordſhips the neceſſity of | Tu 
confining our Addreſs to thanks and congratulations, becauſe it is gange 
not neceſſary to ſay how inconſiſtent it muſt be thought with. the KF 
gignity of this Houſe to echo talſhood, and to countenance. perhdy. which 
E + hen 
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Then the Duke of NewcasTLE ſpoke to the following effect: 
My Lords, The manner in which the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt 

expreſſes his ſentiments, never fails to give pleaſure, even where his 

arguments produce no conviction; and his eloquence always receives 

its praiſe, though it ay ſometimes be diſappointed of its more im- 

portant effects. | 

In the preſent debate, my Lords, IJ have heard no argument; by 
which I am inclined to change the uſual forms of addreſs, or to c 
the motion which has been made to us. 

The Addreſs which has been propoſed, is not, in my opinion, juſtly 
chargeable either with flattery to the miniſters; or with difingenuity 
with reſpect to the people; nor can I diſcover in it any of thoſe po- 
fitions which have been repreſented ſo fallacious and dangerous. It 
contains only a general declaration of our gratitude, and an aſſertion 
of our zeal ; a declaration and aſſertion to which I hope no Lord in 
this aſſembly will be unwilling to ſubſcribe. N 

As an enquiry into the propriety of this Addreſs 12 produced, 
r from whether neceſſarily or not, many obſervations on the preſent ſtate of 
V have Europe, and many animadverſions upon the late conduct, it cannot 
t now Bll be improper for me to offer to your Lordſhips my opinion of the 
y that I meaſures which have been purſued by us, as well in the war witn 
ly the Spain, as with regard to the Queen of Hungary, and to propoſe my 
ch the conjectures concerning the events which may probably mY produced 
per- by the diſtractions on the- continent. | 
"Ov This deviation from the queſtion before us, will at leaſt be as eaſily 
pardoned in me as in the noble Lords who have exhibited fo gloomy 
a repreſentation: of our approaching condition, who have lamented 
the ſlavery with which they imagine all the ſtates of Europe about 
4.99 to be harraſſed, and deſcribed the inſolence and ravages of thoſe 
Y 3 oppreſſors to whom their apprehenfions have already given the empire 
| of the world. For ſurely, my Lords, it is an endeavour no leſs 

10 laudable to diſpel terror, than to excite it; and he who brings us 

Ipe - 5 8 

Wand ſuch accounts as we deſire to receive, is generally liſtened to with 

1 indulgence, however unelegant may be his expreſſions, or however 

irregular his narration. 

That the power of the family of Bourbon is arrived at a vety: 
dangerous and formidable extent; that it never was hitherto employed 
the but to difturb the happinefs of the univerſe ; that the ſame ſchemes 
eg which our anceftors laboured ſo ardently and ſo ſucceſsfully to deſtroy, 
22 are 


236 
are now formed afreſh, and intended to be put in immediate execu. 
tion ; that the empire is deſigned to be held henceforward in depen. 
| dence on France, and that the Houſe of Auſtria, by which the com. 

mon rights of mankind have been ſo long ſupported, is now marked 
out for deſtruction, is too evident to be conteſted. 

It is allowed, my Lords, that the power of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
which there was once reaſon to dread, leſt it might have been em- 
ployed againſt us, is now almoſt extinguiſhed; and that name which 
has for ſo many ages filled the hiſtories of Europe, is in danger of 
being forgotten. It is allowed, that the Houſe of Auſtria carinot fall 
without expoſing all thoſe who have hitherto been ſupported by i Its 
alliance to the -utmoff danger ; and I need not add, that they ought 
therefore to aſſiſt it with the utmoſt expedition, and the moſt vigorous 
meaſures, 

It may be ſuggeſted, my Lords, that this aſfſtance has been already 
delayed till it is become uſeleſs, that the utmoſt expedition will be 
too flow, and the moſt vigorous meaſures too weak to ſtop the torrent 
of the conqueſts of France; that the fatal blow will be ſtruck, before 
we ſhall have an opportunity to ward it off, ind that our regard for 
the Houſe of Auſtria will be only compaſſion for the dead. 

But theſe, my Lords, J hope, are only the apprehenſions of a mind 
overborne with ſudden terrors, and perplexed by a confuſed ſurvey 
of complicated danger; for if we conſider more diſtinctly the powers 
which may be brought in oppoſition to France, we ſhall find no reaſon 
for deſpairing that we may once more ſtand up with ſucceſs in defence 
of our religion and the liberty of mankind, and once more reduce 
thoſe troublers of the world to the neceſſity of * their de- 
ſtructive deſigns. 

The noble Lord has already mentioned the preſent diſpoſition of 
three powerful ſtates, as a motive for vigorous reſolutions, and a 
conſideration that may at leaſt preſerve us from deſpair ; and it is 
no ſmall ſatisfaction to me to obſerve, that his penetration and ex- 
perience incline him to hope upon the proſpect of affairs as they now 
appear; becauſe I doubt not but that hope will be improved into 
confidence, by the account which. I can now give your Lordſhips 
of the intention of another power, yet more formidable, to engage 
with us in the great deſign of repreſſing the inſolence of France. 

A treaty of alliance, my Lords, has been tor ſome time concerted 
with the Emperor of Muſcovy, and has been negotiated with ſuch 
diligence, 
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diligence, that it is now completed, and I doubt not but the laſt 
ratifications will arrive at this court in a few days; by which it will 
appear to your Lordſhips, that the intereſt of this nation has been 
vigilantly regarded, and to our allies, that the faith of Britain has 
never yet been ſhaken, It will appear to the French, that they have 
precipitated their triumphs, that they have imagined themſelves maſters 
of nations by whom they will be in a ſhort time driven back to their 
own confines, and that perhaps they have parcelled out kingdoms 
which they are never likely to poſſeſs. 

It was affirmed, and with juſt diſcernment, that applications ought 
to be made to this powerful court, as the profeſſed adverſary of France; 
and if it was not hitherto known that their aſſiſtance had been 
aſſiduouſly ſolicited, our endeavours were kept ſecret only that their 
ſucceſs might be more certain, and that they might ſurprize more 
powerfully by their effects. | | 

Nor have the two other princes, which: were mentioned by the 

noble Lord, been forgotten, whoſe concurrence is at this time ſo 
neceſſary to us : and I doubt not but that the repreſentations which 
have been made with all the force of truth, and all the zeal that is 
awakened by intereſt and by danger, will in time produce the effects 
for which they were intended; by convincing thoſe princes that they 
endanger themſelves by. flattering the French ambition, that they 
are diveſting themſelves of that defence of which they will quickly 
regret the loſs, and that they are only not attacked at PR that 


| they may be deftroyed more eaſily hereafter. 


But it is always to be remembered, my Lords, that i in public 


tranſactions, as in private life, intereſt acts with leſs force as it is at 


greater diſtance, and that the immediate motive will generally pre- 


| vail. Futurity impairs the influence of the moſt important objects 


of conſideration, even when it does not leſſen their certainty ; and 
with regard to events only probable, events which a thouſand acci- 
dents may obviate, they are almoſt annihilated, with regard to the 
human mind, by being placed at a diſtance from us. Wherever 
imagination can exert its power, we eaſily dwell upon the moſt 
pleaſing views, and flatter ourſelves with thoſe conſequences, which, 


though perhaps leaſt to be expected, are moſt deſired. Wherever dif- 


ferent events may ariſe, which is the ſtate of all human tranſactions, 
we naturally promote our hopes, and repreſs our fears; and in time 
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ſo far deceive ourſelves, as to quiet all our ſuſpicions, lay all out 
terrors aſleep, and believe what at firſt we only wiſhed. 

This, my Lords, muſt be the deluſton by which ſome ſtates ar 
induced to favour, and others to neglect the encroachments of France. 
Men are impolitic, as they are wieked; becauſe they preſer the 
gratification of the preſent hour to the aſſurance of ſolid and perma- 
nent, but diftant happineſs. The French take advantage of this 
general weakneſs of the human mind, and by magnificent promiſes 
to one prince, and petty grants to another, reconcile them to their 
deſigns. Each finds that he ſhall gain more by contracting an alliance 
with them, than with another ſtate which has no view, beſides that of 
preſerving to every ſovereign his juſt rights, and which ener as 
it plunders none, will have nothing to beſtow, 

This, my Lords, is the diſadvantage under which our negotiaton 
labour againſt thoſe of France; e have no kingdoms to parcel out 
among thoſe whoſe confederacy we ſolicit ; we can promiſe them no 
| ſuperiority above the neighbouring princes which they do not now 
| poſſeſs; we aſſume not the province of adjuſting the boundaries of 
dominion, or of deciding conteſted titles : we promiſe only the pre- 
ſervation of quiet, and the eftabliſhment of ſafety. 

But the French, my Lords, oppoſe us with other arguments, ar- 
guments which indeed receive their force from folly and credulity; 
but what more powerful aſſiſtance can be deſired ? They promiſe 
not mere negative advantages, not an exemption from remote op- 
preſſion, or an eſcape from flavery, which, as it was yet never felt, 
is very little dreaded ; they offer an immediate augmentation of do- 
minion, and an extenſion of power; they propoſe new tracts of com- 
merce, and open new fources of wealth; they invite canfederacies, 
not for defence, but for conqueſts; for conqueſts to be divided among 
the powers by whoſe union they ſhall be made. 

Let it not therefore be objected, my Lords, to our miniſters, or 
our negotiators, that the French obtain more influence than they; 
that they are more eaſily liſtened to, or more readily believed: for 
while ſuch is the condition of mankind, that what is deſired is eafily 
credited, while profit is more powerful than reaſon, the F rench elo· 
quence will frequently prevail. 

Whether, my Lords, our ſeeming want of ſucceſs in the war with 
Spain admits of as eaſy a ſolution, my degree of knowledge in mili- 
ory affairs, does not enable me to determine, An account of this 
part 
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part of our condudd | is to be expected from the Cominiffioners of the 
Admiralty, by whom, I doubt not, but ſuch reaſons will be affigned 
for all the operations of our naval forces, and ſuch vindications offered 
of all thoſe meaſures, which have been hitherto imputed too pre- 
cipitately to negligence, cowardice, or treachery, as will fatisfy 9 
who have been moſt vehement in their cenſures. 

But becauſe it does not ſeem to me very difficult to apologize for 
thoſe miſcarriages which have ocoafioned the loudeſt complaints, 1 
will lay before your Dordſhips what I have been able to collect from 
enquiry, or to conjeRure from obſervation; and doubt not but it will 
eaſily appear, that nothing has been omitted from any apparent deſign 
| of betraying our country, and that our miniſters and commanders 


Te, as 

| will deſerve, at leaſt, to be heard before they are condemned. 
tiators That great numbers of our trading veſſels have been ſeized by the 
el aut Spaniars, and that our commerce bas therefore been very much 


m no embarraſſed and interrupted, is ſufficiently manifeſt; but to me, my 
now Lords, this appears one of the certain and neceſſary conſequences of 
ries of WI war, which are always to be expected, and to be ſet in our conſalta- 
> pre. tions againſt the advantages which we propoſe to obtain. It is as 
rational to expect, that of an army ſent againſt our enemies, every 
„ar- man fhould return unhurt to his acquaintances, as that every mer - 
ulity; chant ffrould ſee his ſhip and cargo ſail ſafely into port. 
omiſe If we examine, my Lords, the late war, of which the conduct 
op- has been fo laviſhly applauded, in which the victories which we ob- 
felt, tained have been fo loudly celebrated, and which has been propoſed 
do- to the imitation. of all future minifters, it will appear, that our loſſes 
com- of the fame kind were then very frequent, and perhaps not leſs con- 
cies, plained of, though the murmurs are now forgotten, and the accla- 
ong WM mations tranſmitted to poſterity, becauſe we naturally relate what has 
given us ſatisfaction, and * what we cannot recollect without 
„ or uneaſineſs. 
19; . If we lock farther backward, my Lords, and enquire into my 
for event of any other war in which we engaged fince commerce has 
aſily conftituted fo large à part of the intereſt of this nation, I doubt not 
elo- but in proportion to our trade will be found our loſſes; and in all 
| future wars, as in the preſent, I ſhall expect the ſame calariities and 
vith the ſame complaints. For the eſcape 'of any number of ſhips raiſes 
Three no tranſport, nor produces any gratitude ; but the loſs of a few, will 


this always give en to clamours and diſcontent, For vigilance, 
"#4 N however 
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however diligent, can never produce more ſafety than will be naturally 
expected from our inconteſtable ſuperiority at ſea, by which a great 
part of the nation is fo far deceived as to imagine, that becauſe ye 
cannot be conquered, we cannot be moleſted. | | 
Nor do I fee how it is poſſible to employ our power 1 more effec. 
tually for the protection of our trade than by the method now purſued 
of covering the ocean with our fleets, and ſtationing our ſhips of war 
in every place where danger can be apprehended. If it be urged, 
that the inefficacy of our meaſures is a ſufficient, proof of their im- 
propriety, it will be proper to ſubſtitute another plan of operation, 
of which the ſucceſs may be more probable, To me, my Lords, the 
loſs of ſome of our mercantile veſſels ſhews only the diſproportion 
between the number of our ſhips of war, and the extent of the ſea, 
which is a region too vaſt to be compleatly garriſoned, and of which 
the frequenters muſt inevitably be ſubject to the ſudden incurſions of 
ſubtle rovers. 

The diſpoſition of. our 8 has * ſuch, as was  doubtleſ 

dictated by the moſt acute ſagacity, and the moſt enlightened expe· 
rience. The ſquadron which was appointed to guard our coaſts has 
been ridiculed as an uſeleſs expence; and its frequent excurſions and 
returns, without any memorable attempt, have given occaſion to 
endleſs raillery, and inceſſant exclamations of wonder and contempt. 
But it is to be conſidered, my Lords, that the enemies of this nation, 
either ſecret or declared, had powerful ſquadrons in many ports of 
the Mediterranean, which, had they known that our coaſts were 
without defence, might have iſſued out on a ſudden, and have ap- 
peared unexpectedly in our channel, from whence they might have 
laid our towns in ruin, entered our docks, burnt up all our prepara- 
tions for future expeditions, carried into flavery the inhabitants of 
our villages, and left the maritime provinces: of this kingdom in a 
ſtate of general deſolation. TD 

Out of this ſquadron, however neceſſary, there was yet a reinforce- 
ment of five ſhips ordered to aſſiſt Haddock, that he might be enabled 
to oppoſe the deſigns of the Spaniards, though aſſiſted by their French 
confederates, whom it is known that he was ſo far from favouring, 
that he was ſtationed before Barcelona to block them up. 
departed from that port, and upon what motives of policy, or maxims 


of war, he ſuffered the er to 8 their ſcheme, he only 
15 s able to inform us. 
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aturally That the Spaniards have not at leaſt been ſpared: by n is evi- 
a great WW gent from their ſufferings in this war, which have been much greater 
wie we than ours. Many of our ſhips have indeed been ſnatched up by the 


rapacity of private adventurers, whom the ardour of intereſt had 
made vigilant, and whoſe celerity of purſuit as well as flight, enables 
them to take the advantage of the fituation of their own ports, and 


e effec. 
purſued 


of war thoſe of their friends. But as none of our ſhips have been denied 
-urged, Wi convoys, I know not how the loſs of them can be imputed to the 
zir im. miniſtry; and if any of thoſe who ſailed under the protection of ſhips 
ration, of war have been loft, the commanders may be required to vindicate 
Is, the BW themſelves from the charge of negligence or treachery. 

ortion But this enquiry, my Lords, muſt be, in my opinion, reſerved for 
he ſea, another day, when it may become the immediate ſubject of our con- 
which ſultations, with which it has at preſent no coherence, or to which at 
ons of Bl leaſt it is very remotely related. For I am not able, upon the moſt 
WO impartial and the moſt attentive conſideration of the Addreſs now 
ibtleſs propoſed to your Lordſhips, to perceive any neceſſity of a previous 
n enquiry into the conduct of the war, the tranſaction of our. negacie | 
ts has tions, or the ſtate of the kingdom, in order to our compliance with 
s and this motion, by which we ſhall be far from ſheltering any crime from 
n to puniſhment, or any doubtful conduct from enquiry ; ſhall be far from 
mpt. obſtructing the courſe of national juſtice, or approving out we do 
tion, not underſtand. 

ts of The chief tendency of his Majeſly . Speech is to aſk our * on 
were this extraordinary conjuncture of affairs, a conduct undoubtedly 
ap- worthy of a Britiſh Monarch, and which we ought,not to requite 
have with diſreſpect; but what leſs can be inferred from an alteration of 


ara- our eſtabliſhed forms of Addreſs, by an omiſſion of any part of the 

s of Speech? For what will be imagined by his Majeſty, by the nation, 
na and by the whole world, but that we did not approve what we did 
not anſwer ? 

The Duke of ARGYLE ſpoke to the following ans ;—My 
Lords, it is with great reaſon that the preſent time has been repre- 
ſented to us from the Throne as a time of uncommon danger and 
diſturbance, a time in which the barriers of kingdoms are broken 
down in contempt of every law of heaven and of earth, and in which 
ambition, rapine, and oppreſſion ſeem to be let looſe upon mankind 
a time in which ſome nations ſend out armies and invade the terri- 


tories of their nei isubours, in oppoſition to the moſt ſolemn treaties, 
of 


2 D R B ATE ON Core. 4 
of which others, with equal perhdy, Gently ſuffer, or en fa vou 
the violation. 

At a time like this, when treaties are conſidered only as mo. 
mentary expedients, and alliances confer no ſecurity, it is evident thy 
the preſervation of our rights, our intereſt, and our commerce, muf 
depend only on our natural ſtrength; and that inſtead of cultivatin 
the friendſhip of foreign powers, which we muſt purchaſe upon di. 
advantageous conditions, and which will be withdrawn from u 
whenever we ſhall need it; we ought therefore to collect our om 


force, and ſhew the world how little we ſtand in need of affiftance | 


and how little we have to fear from the moſt powerful of our enemies 
Our country, my Lords, ſeems deſigned by nature to ſubſiſt with. 
out any dependance on other nations, and by a ſteady and refolut 


improvement of theſe advantages with which providence has bleſſel 


it, may bid defiance to mankind ; it might become, by the extenſion 
of our commerce, the general center at which the wealth of the whok 
earth might be collected together, and from whence it might be iſſuel 
upon proper occaſions, for the diffuſion of RAY the META of 
inſslence, and the preſervation of peace. 

But this glory, and this influence, my Lords, muſt ariſe from do- 
meſtick felicity ; and domeſtick felicity can only be produced by a 
mutual confidence between the government and the people. Where 
the governors diſtruſt the affections of their ſubjects, they will not be 
very ſolicitous to advance their happineſs; for who will endeavour to 


increaſe that wealth which will, as he believes, be employed againſt | 


him? Nor will the ſubjects chearfully concur even with the ne- 
ceſſary meaſures of their governors, whoſe general deſigns they con- 
ceive to be contrary to the publick intereſt; becaufe any temporary 
ſucceſs or accidental reputation, will only dazzle the _ of the mul- 
titude while their liberties are ſtolen away. 

This confidence, my Lords, muſt be promoted where it exiſts 
and regained where it is loſt, by the open adminiſtration of juſtice, 
by impartial enquities into public tranſactions, by the exaltation bf 


thoſe whoſe wiſdom and bravery has advanced the publick reputation, | 


or increaſed the happineſs of the nation, and the cenſare of thoſe, 
however elate with dignities, or ſurrounded with dependants, who 
by their unfkilfulneſs. or diſhoneſty, have either embarraſſed their 
country or betrayed it. 
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For this reaſon, my Lords, it is in my opinion neceſſaty to gratify 
the nation, at the preſent juncture, with the proſpect of thoſe mea- 
ſures, without which no people can reaſonably be ſatisfied, and to 
pacify their reſentment of paſt injuries, and quiet their apprehenſions 
of future miſeries, by a poſſibility at leaſt, that they may ſee the au- 
thors of all our miſcarriages called to a trial in open day, and the 
merit of thoſe men acknowledged and rewarded, by whoſe reſolution 
and integrity they imagine that the r ruin of themſelves and 
poſterity has been hitherto prevented. 

That the preſent diſcontent of the Britiſh nation is almoſt uni- 
verſal, that ſuſpicion has infuſed itſelf into every rank and denomina- 
tion of men, that complaints of the neglect of our commerce, the 
miſapplication of our treaſure, and the unſucceſsfulnefs of out arms, 
are to be heard from every mouth, and in every place, where men 
dare utter their ſentiments, I ſuppoſe, my Lords, no man will deny; 
for whoever thould ſtand up in oppoſition to the truth of a fact fo 
generally known, would diftinguiſh himſelf, even in this age of ef- | 
hon e frontery and corruption, * a e of repukatibn, not yet. * 


amongſt mankind. 
m do- And indeed, my Lords, it Ho be confeſſed that theſe diſcontents 


d by; and clamours are produced by ſuch an appearance of folly, or of 
Where treachery, as few ages or nations have ever known; by ſuch an ob- 
iot be ftinate perſeverance in bad meaſures, as ſhame has hitherto prevented 
our to in thoſe upon whom nobler motives, fidelity to their way 4 love 
gainſt of their country, had loſt their influence. | 
© ne- Other miniſters, when they have formed deſigns of ſacrificing - the 
con- publick intereſt to their own, have been compelled to better mea- 
orary ſures by timelyzdiſcoveries, and juſt repreſentations ; they have been 
mul- criminal only becauſe they hoped for ſecrecy, and have vindicated 
| their conduct no longer than while they had pes that their apologies 
might deceive. | 
But our heroic 6 my Lords, have ſet themſelves free from | 
the ſhackles of circumſpection, they have diſburthened themſelves of 
the embarraſſments of caution, and claim an exemption from the 
neceſſity of ſuppotting their meaſures by laborious deductions and 
artful reaſonings ; they defy the publick when they can no longer de- 
| Jude it, and proſecute, in the face of the ſun, thoſe meaſures which 
they have not been able to ſupport, and of which the fatal _ 


quences are foreſeen by the whole nation, 
When 


[Dec, | 

When they haye been detected in one abſurdity, they take ſhelte 
in another; when experience has ſhewn that one of their attempy 
was deſigned only to injure their country, they propoſe a ſecond ( 
the ſame kind with equal confidence, boaſt again of their integrity, 
and again require the concurrence of the legiſlature, and the ſuppor 
of the people. 

When they had for a long time ſuffered our trading veſſels to be 
(ſeized in ſight of our own ports, when they had diſpatched fleets into 

the Mediterranean, only to lie expoſed to the injuries of the weather, 
and to fail from one coaſt to another, only to ſhew that they had n 
hoſtile intentions, and that they were fitted out by the friends of the 
Spaniards, only to amuſe and exhauſt the nation, they at length 
thought it neceſſary to lull the impatience of the people, who began to 
diſcover that they had hitherto been harrafſed with taxes and impreſſes 
to no purpoſe, by the appearance of a new effort for the ſubjection of 
the enemy, and to divert, by the expectations which an army anda 
fleet naturally raiſe, any clamours at their paſt conduct. 

For this end, having entered into their uſual conſultations, they 
prifeted an expedition into America, for which they raiſed forces 
and procured tranſports, with all the pomp of preparation for the 
conqueſt of half the continent, not ſo much to alarm the Spaniards, 
which I conceive but a ſecondary view, as to fill the people of Britain 
with amuſing proſpects of great atchievements, of the addition of 
new dominions to this "Empires and an ample reparation for all their 
damages. 

Thus provided with forces ſufficient i in appearance for this mighty 
Enterpriſe, they embarked them after many delays, and diſmiſſed them 
to their fate, having firſt diſpoſed their regulations in ſuch a manner, 
thatit was impoſſible. that they ſhould meet with ſucceſs. 

I can call your Lordſhips to witneſs, that this impoſlibility was not 
diſcovered by me after the event, for I foretold in this Houſe, that 
their deſigns ſo conducted, muſt evidently miſcarry. 

Nor was this prediction, my Lords, the effect of any uncommon 
ſagacity, or any accidental conjecture on future conſequences which 
happened to be right; for to any man who has had opportunities of 
obſerving that knowledge in war is neceſſary to ſucceſs, and expe- 


rience is the foundation of knowledge, it was * plain that 
our forces mult be repulſed, 
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The forces ſent into America, my Lords, were newly raiſed, 
laced under the direction of officers not leſs ignorant than them- 
ves, and commanded by a man who never had commanded any 
oops before; and who, however laudable he might have diſcharged. 
e duty of a Captain, was hoy unacquainted with the province of 
General. 3 
Vet was this man, my Lords, preferred, not only to a multitude 
f other officers, to whom experience muſt have been of ſmall advan- 
age, if it did not furniſh them with knowledge far ſaperior to his, 
zut to five and forty Generals, of whom I hope the nation has no 
eaſon to ſuſpect that any of them would not gladly have ſerved it on 


En occaſion of ſo great importance, and willingly have conducted an 
| expedition intended to retrieve the honour of the Britiſh name, the 


terror of our arms, and the ſecurity of our, commerce. 

When raw troops, my Lords, with young officers, are to act un- 
der the command of an unſkilful General, what is it reaſonable to ex- 
pet, but what has happened, overthrow, ſlaughter, and ignominy ? 
What but that cheap victories fhould heighten the inſolence, and 
harden the obſtinacy of our enemies; and that we ſhould not only 
be weakened by our loſs, but diſpirited by our diſgrace ; by the diſ- 
grace of being overthrown by thoſe whom we have deſpiſed, and with 
whom nothing but our own folly could have reduced us to a level, 

The other conjecture which I ventured to propoſe to your Lord- 
ſhips, with regard to the Queen of Hungary, was not founded on 
facts equally evident with the former, though experience has diſco- 
vered that it was equally true. It was then aſſerted, both by other 
Lords and myſelf, that money would be choſen by that Princeſs as an 
aſſiſtance more uſeful than forces; an opinion, which the Lords who 


| are engaged in the adminiſtration vigorouſly oppoſed. In conſe- 
quence of their determination, forces were hired, for what purpoſe— 


let them now declare, ſince none but themſelves have yet known. _ 
That at leaſt they were not taken into our pay for the ſervice for 
which they were required, the ſuccour of the Houſe of Auſtria, is 
moſt evident, unleſs the name of armies is imagined ſufficient to in- 
timidate the French, as the Spaniards are to be ſubdued by the 
ſight of fleets, They never marched towards her frontiers, never 


oppoſed her enemies, or afforded her the leaſt aſſiſtance, but ſtood idle 
and unconcernad in the territories of Hanover; nor was it known 
that they exiſted by any other proof than that remittances were made 
for their pay. | 


8 8 
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France. | | 
When this formidable body of men was aſſembled, my Lords, and 


reviewed, they were perhaps found too graceful and too well ſorted to 


be expoſed to the dangers of a battle; and the ſame tenderneſs that 
has fo long preſerved our own forces from any other field thari the 
Park, might reſcue them from the fatigues of accompanying the actiye 


huffars in their incurſions, or the ſteady Auſtrians in their conflicts. 


Whatever was the reaſon, my Lords, it is certain that they have 
been reſerved for other opportunities of ſignalizing their courage, 
and they ſlept in quiet, and fattened upon the wealth of Britain, 
while the enemies of our illuftrious, magnanimous, and unfortunate 
ally, entered her territories without oppoſition, marched through 
them uninterrupted, and rather took poſſeſſion than made conqueſts, 

That in this condition of her affairs, the Queen would refuſe an 
offer of 12,000 men; that when ſhe was driven from one country to 
another, attended by an army ſcarcely ſufficient to form a flying 
camp, ſhe would not gladly have accepted a reinforcement ſo power- 
ful, let thoſe believe, my Lords, who have yet never been deceived 
by miniſterial faith. _ 1 8 
Tbe real defigns of the miniſtry, my Lords, are ſufficiently obvi- 
ous, nor is any thing more certain, than that they had in requiring 
this mock affiſtance for the Queen of Hungary, no other deſign, than 
that of raiſing her expectations only to deceive them ; and to divert 
her, by confidence in their preparations, from having recourſe to more 
efficacious expedients, that ſhe might become, without reſiſtarice, the 
ſlave of France. | LEN ABS 
For this purpoſe they determined to ſuccour her with forces rather 
than with money, becauſe many reaſons might be pretended, by 
which the march of the forces might be retarded ; but the money, 
my Lords, when granted, muſt have been more ſpeedily remitted. 

Atlaſt the Queen, weary with delays, and undoubtedly fufficiently 
informed of thoſe deſigns, which are now however generally dif- 
covered, confidently denied, defired a ſupply of money, which might 

| be granted without leaving Hanover expoſed to an invaſion, With 
this 


Such, my Lords, was the affiftance, aſked with ſo much ſolieĩtude 
and levied with ſo much expedition, for the Queen of Hungary; far 
were the effects of the zeal of our illuſtrious miniſters for the pte. 
ſervation of that auguſt Houſe, to whoſe alliance we are perhaps in. 
debted for the preſervation of our religion and our liberties, and 90 
which all Europe muſt have recourſe for ſhelter from the oppreſſion of 
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lieituds 3 which PO had no pretence to 1 they have yet found 
y ; ſux expedients to delay their compliance. For it does not appear that 
me pte Ie whole ſum granted has yet been paid; and it would well become 
aps in. Miſtboſe noble Lords, whoſe offices give them an opportunity of obſerv- 


ing the diſtribution of the publick money, to juſtify themſelves from 
the ſuſpicions of the nation, by declaring openly what has been re- 
mitted, and what yet remains to be diſburſed for ſome other purpoſe. 
ls it not therefore evident, my Lords, that by promifing aſſiſtance 
rted to to this unhappy Princeſs, the miniſtry intended to deceive her? 
{ tha MW That when they flattered her with the approach of auxiliary forces, 
ari the N they defigned only to ſtation them where they might garriſon the 
aQive Ml frontiers of Hanover? And that when they forced her to ſolicit-for 
lias. WM pecuniary aid, they delayed the payment of the ſubſidy, that it might 
y have WM not be received till it could produce no effect ? | 
This, my Lords, is not only evident from the manifeſt abſurdity of 
ritain, Ml their conduct upon any other ſuppoſition, but from the general 
unate MW ſcheme which has always been purſued by the man whoſe dictatorial 
rough Ml instructions regulate the opinions of all thoſe that conſtitute the mi- 
ſts, niſtcy, and of whom it is well known, that it has been the great pur- 
ſe an poſe of his life to aggrandize France, by applying to her for aſſiſtance 
ry to in imaginary diſtreſſes from fictitious conſederacies, and by: ſacrificing 
lying WM to her in return the Houſe of Auftria, and the commerce of Britain. 
wer- How then, my Lords, can it be aſſerted by us, that the Houſe of 
ved Auftria has been vigilantly ſupported? How can we approve mea- 
| ſures of which we diſcover no effect but the expence of the nation? 
A double expence, produced firſt by raiſing: troops, which though 
granted for the aſſiſtance of the Auſtrians, have been made uſe of 
only for the protection of Hanover, and by the grant of money in the 
place of theſe troops which were thus fallaciouly obtained, and thus 
unprofitably employed ! 

For what. purpoſe theſe forces were in reality raiſed, I ſuppoſe no 
man can be ignorant, and no man to whom it is known can poſſibly 
| approve it, How then, my Lords, can we concur in an Addreſs 
by which the people muſt be perſuaded, that we either are deceived 
ourſelves, or endeavour to impoſe upon them ; that we either dare 
not condemn any meaſures however deſtructive, or that at leaſt we are 
in haſte to approve them, left enquiry ſhould diſcover their tendency 
too plainly ta leave us the power of applauding them, without an 
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open declaration of our on impotence or diſregard. * the welfare 
of the publick. „ ; 
The complaints of the WES are PRE 8 and their 
diſcontent open and univerſal; and ſurely the voice of the, people 
ought at leaſt to awake us to an examination of their condition; And 
though we ſhould not immediately condemn thoſe whom they cenſure 
and deteſt, as the authors of their miſeries, we ought at leaſt to pay 
ſo much regard to the accuſation of the whole community, as not to 
reject it without enquiry, as a ſuſpicion merely chimerical. 
Whether theſe complaints and ſuſpicions, my Lords, proceed from 
real injuries and imminent: dangers,' or from falſe accuſations and 
groundleſs terrors, they equally deſerve the attention of this Houſe, 
whoſe great care is the happineſs of the people. People equally 
worthy of your tenderneſs and regard, whether they are betrayed by 
one party or another; whether they are plundered by the advocates 
of the adminiſtration, under pretence of ſupporting the government, 
or affrighted with unreaſonable clamours by the opponents of- the 


court, under the fpecious appearance of protecting liberty. The pe reproac 
people, my Lords, are in either caſe equally miſerable, and Gefen It is n 
equally to be reſcued from diſtreſs. ll partie: 

By what method, my Lords, can this be effected, but by ſome {ltheir inte 
publick aſſurance from this Houſe, that the tranſactions of the nation ¶ conſidere 
ſhall no longer be concealed in impenetrable ſecrecy ; that meaſures vy him; 
ſhall be no longer approved without examination; that publick evils Mhurſuance 
ſhall be traced to their cauſes ; and that diſgrace, which they have Nis therefo 


hitherto brought upon the . ſhall fall for the future only 1 mined wi 
the authors of them. This © 
Of giving this aſſurance, and of 3 by it the ds of the ¶ more plai 
people; clamours whieh, whether juſt or not, are too formidable to be {of miniſt 
ſlighted, and too loud not to be heard, we have now the moſt proper I manifeſtl 
opportunity before us. The Addreſs which the practice of our an- ¶ irrationa 
ceſtors requires us to make to his Majeſty, may give us occaſion of ithis Aſſe. 
expreſſing at once our loyalty to the Crown, and our fidelity to out IN procurin 
country, our zeal for the honour of our Sovereign, and our n teach of 
for the happineſs of the people. Let n 
For this purpoſe it is neceſſary that, as we preſerve the 8 of for ſome 

- our anceſtors in one reſpect, we revive it in another; that we imitate of the d 
thoſe in juſt freedom of language whom we follow in the decent forms dangero 
'of ceremony; and ſhew, that as we preſerve, like them, a due public h 
ſenſe Vol 
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nſe of the regal dignity, ſo like them we knew likewiſe 09 65 
reſerve our own, and deſpiſe flattery on one ide, as we n 
udeneſs on the other.. 4 2m #} 
A practice, my Lords, has evade of PER 14000 cannot vu be 
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n. Ani Mowed pernicious to the publick, and derogatory from the honour of 
Cenſure his Aſſembly ; a practice of retaining in our Addreſs the words of the 
do pay N peech, and of following it ſervilely from period to period, as if it 
not to Nyere expected that we ſhould always adopt the ſentiments of the 


2ourt ; as if we were not ſummoned to adviſe but to Fwy, and 


d from zpprove without examination. 


IS an By ſuch Addreſſes, my Lords, all enquiries may 1 eafily pre- 
Houſe, Mluded; for the miniſter by whom the Speech is compiled, may eaſily 
-qually hatroduce the moſt criminal tranſactions in ſuch a manner, as that 
ved by hey may obtain the approbation of this Houſe; which he may plead 


OCates 
ment, 
of the 


The 
eſerye 


fterwards at our bar, when he ſhall be called before it, and eithet in- 
'olve us in the diſgrace of inconſiſtency, and expoſe us to general 
ontempt, or be acquitted by our former ſuffrages, which it Ewe 
: reproachful to retract, and yet criminal to confirm. 
It is not neceſſary, my Lords, on this oecaſion to obſerye what 
all parties have long ſince acknowledged, when it did not promote 
ſome 
nation {conſidered as the work of the miniſter, becauſe it is generally written 
aſures by him; or if compoſed by the King himſelf, muſt be drawn up in 
evils ¶ purſuance of the information and counſel of the miniſtry, to whom it 
have is therefore ultimately to be referred, and may conſequently be. exa- 
upon ¶ mined without any failure of reſpect to the perſon of the Prince. 
| This ought however to be obſerved, my Lords, that it may appear 
f the N more plainly how certainly this practice may be imputed to the artifices 
to be of miniſters, ſince it does not promote the honour of the Prince, and 
"oper ¶ manifeſtly obſtructs the intereſt of the people; ſince it is a practice 
an- 
n of 
> our 


gard 


chis Aſſembly, and can therefore ſerve no other purpoſe than that of 
procuring indemnity to the miniſters, 0 W wo out of the 
reach of future animadverſion. ; | 

Let not, my Lords, the uninterrupted continuance of this then 
for ſome reigns be pleaded in its defence, for nothing is more worthy 
of the dignity of this Houſe, than to prevent the multiplication of 
dangerous precedents. That a cuſtom manifeſtly injurious to the 
public has continued long, is the 3 reaſon for breaking it, be- 
*. 91, II. ; E „ 


their intereſt to deny it, that every Speech from the Throne is to be | 


irrational in itſelf, becauſe it is inconſiſtent with the great purpoſe of 
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dent vehemence, are very far from denying what is aſſerted in'it; 
they readily grant that deſigns are concerted by many formidable 


moſt invariable unanimity, and the moſt diligent diſpatch; that 


| true, I am therefore at a loſs to conceive what can be the occaſion of 


| © „ 4 4 r Om: 
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eauſe it acquires 5 every year new authority and greater veneration f :- the m 
if when a nation is alarmed and diſtracted, a cuſtom of twenty ye; 


ſures; 
is not to be infringed, it may in twenty years more be ſo * 8 2 


eſtabliſbed, that many may think it neceſſary to be ſupported, en 
when thoſe calamities are eee ett, which plays non 1 
only feared, 1 
I ſhall therefore, my Lords, prog, that of the Addreſs move] 
for all be left out but the firſt paragraph; it will then be more coy 
ſiſtent with the honour of your Lordſhips, with our regard for th 
people, and with our duty t to the Ing _ wipe no n will 
fuſe his concurrence. | 

Lord HazDwIcks roſe next, and ſpoke to the following effect: 
My Lords, upon an attentive confideration of the Addreſs now pro 
poſed, I am not able to diſcover any objections which can juſtly 
hinder the unanimous concurrence of this Aſſembly, ſince there is ng 
any propoſition contained in it either dangerous or uncertain. 

The noble Lords who have oppoſed this motion with the moſt ar: 


powers againſt the Houſe of Auſtria, and that the conſequences d 
the ruin of that family muſt extend to the utmoſt parts of Europe, 
and endanger the liberties of Britain itſelf D that the power of France 
will then be without a rival, and that ſhe may n ; ber 
ambition without fear and without danger. 

Nor is it, my Lords, leſs obvious in itſelf, or leſs wenerallyub 
lowed, that this is a time which demands the moſt active vigour, the 


a time 
ominal di 
iftly clain 
our par 
ſts, and 
Ilies, and 
The no 
nothing can interrupt the courſe of our common enemies but tht on, have 
wiſeſt counſels, and the moſt reſolute oppoſition ; and that upon ou, and hi 


conduct at this great conjuncture may probably depend the happinek lem all - 
and liberty of ourſelves, our allies, and our poſterity. | uniſtry, 
All this, my Lords, is allowed to be apparently and indiſputabhy Ml vor my 


the debate in which ſome of your Lordſhips have engaged. | As the 3 
cauſes of the calatnities which are faid to threaten us are not afligned r 

in the Addreſs, we ſhall leave ourſelves at full liberty to charge them 
upon thoſe who ſhall appear from future e to deſerve ſo = 


an accuſation. 


x 


ay 11 4 nA. 51 
If the miniſters of the court have by any jconſtancy in M 


ics of Europe to extend their influence, or endangered either 
rown intereſt,” or that of our allies; if they have by oppreſſon 
hien Abnaw from his Majeſty the affections of his peoples 
the confidence of his confederates, nothing that is contained in 


niſhr ent. . 11 
If ths war, my Lords, las wack hitherto cards on with clandeſtine 
jpulations, or treacherous compacts; if our admirals have received 


pportunity of invading the dominions of the Queen of Hungary, 
r have without directions deferted their ſtations, and abandoned the 


© 15 108: otetion of dur commerce and our colonies; We ſhall, notwith- . 


anding this Addreſs, retain in our hands the privilege of enquiring 
to their conduct, and the power, if it be Gn gas of ee? 
g ſuch penalties as juſtice ſhall require. 

I know not therefore, my Lords, upon what motives the abe is 
ontinued, nor what objections they are which hinder our unanimityy/ 
à time when all petty controverſies ought to be forgot, and all 
ominal diſtinctions laid xſide; at a time when general danger may 
iſtly claim general attention, and we ought to ſuſpend the aſſertion 


lies, and the preſervation of our country. 
The noble Lords who have offered their entmant“ on this occa- 


| uniftry, 
utaby f vor my part, my Lords, though perhaps I believe that many cir- 


ion al BW mſtances of the preſent diftreſs are to be imputed to accidents 


hich could not be foreſeen, and that the conduct of the mĩniſtry, 
wever ſometimes diſappointed of the effects intended by it, was 


ce, becauſe the diſcuſſion of a queſtion ſo complicated muſt neceſſa 


E 2 | bow 


eaſures, or folly in their negotiations, given an opportunity to che 


e Addreſs now before us can be produced by them in juſtification 
ere u ge . Wr ein as _ 


on, have very diffuſely expatiated on the miſeries that impend over 
„and have ſhewn uncommon” dexterity and acuteneſs in tracing | 
pineß Wm all to one ſource, the weakneſs or diſhoneſty of the Britt 


lp require Ni nt ra ns becauſe 1 think it not ſo uſeful to enquire 


— 


ders to retire from the coaſt of Spain, only to give our enemies an 


our particular opinions; and the proſecution of our ſeparate inte- 
ſts, and regard only the oppoſition of F NY 0 en of _— 


et prudent and ſincere, I ſhall at preſent forbear to engage in their 


52 DEBATE ON Lore. 
how we were involved in our preſent difficulties, 2s en 
we may be extricated from them. 

The method by which weak ſtates are made ſtrong, and * Wc 
thoſe that are already powerful, are enabled to exert their ſtreng 
with efficacy is the promotion of union, and the abolition of all { 
picions by which the people may be incited to a diſtruſt of their d 
vereign,” or the Sovereign provoked to a diſregard of his peogls 
With this view, my Lords, all Addreſſes ought to be drawn up, ai 
this confideration will be ſufficient to reſtraint us from 11 innon, 
tions at a time like this. . 

If it ſhould be granted, my Lords, that the ancient mene 
bated adapted to the general intention of Addreſſes, more com 
ſpondent to the dignity of this Houſe, and liable to fewer incomm 
niencies than that. which later times have introduced, yu it will 
follow that we can now ſafely change it. 

Nothing in the whole doctrine of politics is better ory 
that there are times when the redreſs of grievances inveterate an 
euſtomary is not to be attempted; times when the utmoſt care j 
barely ſufficient to avert extreme calamities, and prevent a total dl. 
ſolution; and in which the conſideration of lighter evils muſt nd 
be ſuffered to interrupt more important counſels, or divert that 2 
tention which the preſervation gf ate neceſſarily demands. 

Such, my Lords, is the profit 
who have oppoſed the motto 0 of whom therefore it may b 
reaſonably demanded, Why they waſte theſe 85 Hg hours in 
debates upon forms and words? 

For that only forms and words have produced he ate, mul 
be apparent, even to themſelves, when the fervour of controverl 
ſhall have ſlackened ; when .that 'veliemence, with which the mol 
moderate are ſometimes tranſported; and that acrimony, which can- 
dur itſelf cannot always forbear, ſhall give way to reflection and to 
reaſon. That the danger is prefling, and that preſſing dangers re- 

quite expedition and unanimity, they 1 _ * _ 
more is aſſerted in the Addreſs ? 

That any Lord ſhould be unwilling to concur in the canis 


= expreſſions of .thankfulneſs and duty to his Majeſty, or in acknow- 


ledgments of that regard for this Aſſembly with which he aſks out 
aſſiſtance and advice, I am unwilling to ſuſpe&t; nor can I imagine 
that any part of the oppoſition to this ä can me er by 

* unwil⸗ 


— 
- 


. 1741+] 
nwillingn 
hat advice 
f ign, Our ( 


That th 


1 gnation a 
f Hungar 
Wu war k ol 


9 ated by ] 
may eaſi]) 


ecute th 


any inter! 


well kno\ 
produces 
Nor ir 
quickene 
courage 
think no 
imagine 
amongſt 
ſale, wh 
merit m. 
Thus, 
ful to Br 
French: 
appear t 
lutions f 


nge ane 


1741.) | THE 4 bD RES 8. 83 


at men awillingneſs to comply with bib Majeſty's demands, and to promiſe 
= + advice and aſfiſtance, which it is our duty, both” to our Sove- | 
ig, our country, and ourſelyes, to offer. hag 
That thoſe, my Lords, who have expreſſed in terms ſo TY of in- 
ignation their reſentment of the 102 80 neglect of the Queen 
Hungary's intereſt, have declared the Houſe of Auſtria the only | 
peo ulwark of Europe, and expreſſed their dread of the eneroachments 
Wc France with emotions which nothing but real paſſion can produce, 
innoMWhould be unwilling to aſſert their reſolution! of adhering to the 
WP cagmatic Sanction, and of defending the liberties of the . 
„anot be ſuppoſed. _ 
com And yet, my Lords, what other reaſons of their conduR can be 
conſigned either by the emperor, or the people, or the allies of Bri- 
will ain ; thoſe allies whoſe claim they fo warmly aſſert, and whoſe me- 
its they ſo loudly extol? Will it not be imagined in foreign courts, 
hat the meaſures now recommended by the emperor, are thought 
ec conſiſtent with the intereſt of the nation ? Will it not be readily 
care MPelieved, that we propoſe te abanden thoſe' deſigns” ef "which we 
tal di Neannot be perſuaded to declare our approbation ? ' 1 5 
ft u What will be the conſequence of ſuch an opinion artfully propa- 
hat u gated by France, and confirmed by appearances fo likely to deceive, 
ray eaſily be foreſeen, and ſafely predicted. The French will pro- 
# tuo ecute their ſchemes with freſh ardour, when they dread no longer 
nay En interruption from the only nation able to reſiſt them; and it is 
urs u vell known, my Lords, how | often confidence, by exciting courage, 
1 produces ſuccefſs. 
„mul Nor indeed can the ſuceels of Gate dead, thus animated and 
over quicke ned, be eafily doubted, fince the ſame appearances. that en- 
„ mol courage them will intimidate their enemies. Our allies will then 
h can. think no longer of union agaiuſt the general enemy; they muſt 
and off magine their united force inſufficient, and the only emulation 
ers E- mongſt them will quickly be, which ſhall firſt offer his liberty to 
hn fle, who ſhall firſt pay his court to the maſters of the world, and 
11 merit mercy by a ſpeedy ſubmiſſion. 
oma Thus, my Lords, will the Houſe of Auſtria, that Houſe ſo faith- 
now. fal to Britain, and fo ſteady in its oppoſition to the deſigns of the 
s ou French ambition, be finally ſunk in irrecoverable ruin, by thoſe who 
,agine I Ppear to pleaſe themſelves with declamations in its praiſe, and reſo- 
lutions for its defence; and who never ſpeak of the French without 
age-and deteſtation, 

Tz 1 


$4 DEBATE ON. loc, 
If on this occaſion, my-· Lords, we ſhould give any fuſpicion q 
unuſual diſcontent, what could be concluded but that we are un, 
willing any longer to embarraſs ourſelves with remote conſideration 
to load this nation with taxes for the preſeryation of the rights « 
"other Sovereigns, and to hazard armies in the defence of the cont 
nent? What can our allies think, but that we are at preſent weary 
of the burthenſome and expenſive honour of holding the balance g 
power in our hands, are content to reſign the unquiet province a 
the arbiters of Europe, and propoſe to confine, our care hencefq, 
255 to gur iounediae intereſt, and Tye up. ourſelves in our ow 

and? | 

That this is the coal delign of any of. thoſe: 1 7 who han 
oppoſed the motion, 1 do nat intend. to inſinuate; for I doubt ng 
but they believe the general intereſt bath of this nation and its allic, 
moſt likely to he promoted by the method of. Addreſs which the 
recommend, ſince they. declare. that they. do not think our ſtate del, 
berate, and confeſs the importance of the affairs on which we an 
beguired by his Majeſty to deliberate, to be ſuch, that nothing ougk 
to repreſs our endeavours but imp Ubility of ſucceſs. 

Such is the knowledge and experience of thoſe able Loads, th 
the hopes which I had formed of. ſeging the. deſtructive attempts d 
the. French, aner more defeated, and power reſtored again to that 
equipoiſe which, is neceſſary to the continuance of tranquillity and 
| happineſs, haye received new ſtrength from their concurrence, and 

I ſhall now hear with leſs ſolicitude the threats of France. 

That the French, my Lords, are not invincible, the noble. Duke 

who ſpoke laſt has often experienced; nor is. there any reaſon for 
imagining that they are no more formidable. than when we et 

countered them in the fields of Blenheim and Ramillies. Nothing 
js requiſite but a firm union among thoſe princes, who. are immedi 
ately in danger from their encroachments, to reduce them to with - 
draw their forces, from the countries of their neighbours, and quit 
for the defence of their own territories, their. ſchemes of beſtowing 


empires, and dividing dominions. 


wt 4th 


That ſuch an union is now. cultivated, we ad. Fee by 
his Majeſty, whoſe endeavours will probably be ſucceſsful, however 
they may at firſt be thwarted and obſtructed; becauſe. the .near ap- 
proach of danger will rouſe thoſe whom avaxice has ſtupified, a 
negligence intoxicated ; thus truth and reaſon will become every dy 

| ties.” ho Will 
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ore powerful, and ie and artifice, be in cine cure. 
ected. * 
When L . my Lords, we are 1 in conſultstions 
ybich may affect the liberties of a great part of mankind, and by 
hich our poſterity to many ages may be made happy or miſerable; 
yhen the daily progreſs. of the enemies of juſtice. and of freedom 
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Fult hopes that diligence and firmneſs may preſerve us from ruin, 
let us not waſte our time. in unneceſſary debates, and keep the na- 
tions of Europe in ſuſpence by the diſcuſſion of a queſtion, the decij- 
fon of which may be delayed for years, without any manifeſt in- 


ho han convenience. Let us not embarraſs his Majeſty. by an unuſual form 
ubt Wo Addreſs, at a time when he is negotiating nen, and ine 
s allies, plans for the reſcue of the empire. 

ch the Nothing, my Lords, is more remote from the ceal end of Ad- 


ate def WY dreſſes, than a repreſentation of them as made only to the miniſter ; for 
we an if there be any commerce between a prince and his ſubjects, in 
gouf which he is the immediate agent, if his perſonal dignity be inte- 
+ WW refted in any act, of government, I think it is not to be denied, that in 
Is, that receiving the Addreſſes of the two Houſes, he aſſumes a peculiar and | 
apts of Bf diſtinct character, which cannot be confounded with his counſel or 
to tha miniſtr 7. | 
ty ani The Duke of Anayia.gos again, one to this end; 
e, and — My Lords, if there was now any conteſt, amongſt. us for 
R bpperiority of regard to his Majeſty, of zeal for his honour, or re- 
verence of his perſon, I ſhould not doubt of proving that no Lord in 
this Houſe can boaſt of more ardour, fidelity, or reſpect than my- 
| lf; and if the chief queſtion now amongſt us related to the terms 
in which he deſerves to be addreſſed. by us, I ſhould. be unwilling 
that any man ſhould propoſe language more ſubmiſſive and reve- 
rend, or mare forcible and comprehenſive than myſelf. TY 
But Addrefles, however they may for preſent —— * repre» 


nothing more than replies to a ſpeech compoſed by the miniſter, 
whoſe meaſures, if we ſhould appear to commend, our panegyric 
| may, in ſome future proceeding, be cited againſt us. Every Addreſs 
therefore ought to be conſidered as a public record, and to be N J 
up, to inform the nation, not to ming our Sorcreign, is JEET 


— 


dught to awaken us to vigilance and expedition, and there are yet 


ſented as regarding the perſonal character of the King, are in reality 


_— 


* 


„ br ov 


The Addreſs now propoſed, is indeed equally indefenſible to whom. 
ſoever it may be ſuppoſed to relate. If it reſpects the people, it ca 
only drive them to deſpair; if it be confined to the Sovereign; ou 
advice, not our panegyric, is now required, and Europe is to 
preſerved from ruin, not by our eloquence, but our fincerity. Re 
ſpect to his Majeſty, . my Lords, will be beſt ſhewn by preſerving hi 
influence in other nations, and his authority in his own empire 
This can only be done by ſhewing him how the one has been im. 
paired, and how the other may be in time endangered. © - 

By Addreſſes like this which is now propoſed, my Lords, has hi 
Majeſty been betrayed into an inadvertent approbation of meaſure 
' pernicious to the nation, and diſhonourable to himſelf, and will noy 
be kept ignorant of the deſpicable conducł of the war, the treacherou 
connivance at the deſcent of the Spaniards upon the dominions d 
the Queen of Hungary, and the contempt with which every nation 
of the continent has heard of the neutrality lately concluded. B 
Addreſſes like this, my Lords, have the rights of the nation been 
ſilently given up, and the invaders of liberty, and violators of out 
laws preſerved from proſecution ; by ſuch Addreſſes have our Mo. 
narchs been ruined at one time, _— our N enſlaved at 
another, n | 21905 Se IE 454 -F; M$ 2975 11 

Lord HARRINGTON poke next, in the e manner: 1 
Lords, it is neceſſary to explain that treaty of neutrality which bas 
been mentioned by ſome Lords as an act to the laſt degree ſhame- 
ful, an act by which the nation has been diſhonoured; and the gene- 
ral liberties of Europe have been betrayed ; a repreſentation fo dil. 
tant from the truth, that it pon be pure te wank py infor. 
mation. 

This treaty of neutrality, my W is ſo far from ban reproach 
ful to this nation, that it has no relation to it, being made by his 
Majeſty not in the character of Emperor of Britain, but Elector of 
Hanoyer ; nor is any thing ſtipulated by it but ſecurity of the domi- 
nions of Hanever, from the invaſion of the French for a ſingle year. 
| What part of this tranſaction, my Lords, can be ſuppoſed to fall 
under the cognizance of this Aſſembly? Or with what propriety can 
it be mentioned in our debates, or produce an argument on either 
fide? That the dominions of Britain and Hanover are diſtinct and 
independent on each other, has often been aſſerted, and aſſerted with 
truth; and I hope thoſe who ſo ſtudiouſly ſeparate their intereſt on 
| | all 
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un other occaſions, will not now unite them only to * wali- 
ciouſly on the conduct of his Majeſtx. | 
I do not indeed charge any Lord with a deſign 0 dns and 


(vec, i 
© whom, 
le, ; it Cat 
eign, ou 


is to HHunjuſt; having already aſſerted it as my opinion, that theſe reproaches 

ty. Revere produced only by ignorance of the true ſtate of the affair, but 
ring hu cannot with equal n allow that ignorance to be wholly 
empire plameleſs. ö N ü ö 5 | 
een in. It is neceſſary, my Borie: in common lien to every man who | 
ound avoid contempt and ridicule, to refrain from ſpeaking, at leaſt no 
has bis from ſpeaking with confidence, on ſubjects with which he has not 
neaſure Wl made himſelf ſufficiently acquainted. This caution, my Lords, is | 


vill noy 
cherou 


more neceſſary when his diſcourſe tends to the actuſation or reproach 
of another, becauſe he can then only eſcape contempt himſelf by 
ions of bringing it, perhaps unjuſtly, on him whom he condemns. It is 
* nation WM more neceſſary, fill to him who ſpeaks in the public council of the 
d. y) nation, and who may by falſe reffections injure the public intereſt, 
n been 2nd is yet more indiſpenſably required in him who aſſumes Li 
of out lf vince of examining the conduct of his Sovereign. 

r Mo. Lord Is. ay ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows: My Lands, it appears 
ved at that all thoſe who have ſpoke on either ſide of the preſent queſtion, 
15 however they may generally differ in their opinions, agree at leaſt in 
r: My cone aſſertion, that the time which is ſpent in this debate might be 
ch has far more uſually employed, and that we in ſome degree deſert = - 
hame. WF great cauſe of liberty, by giving way to trifling altercations. 
gene- This indeed is an argument of equal force for a conceſſion: on 
o dif. I either fide ; but as in affairs of ſuch importance, no man ought to 
infor- 2& in a manner contrary to the convictions of his own reaſon, it 
De cannot be expected that we ſhould be unanimous in our opinion, or 
oach- ¶ that the diſpute ſhould be determined otherwiſe than by the vote. 

by his I have indeed heard no arguments againſt the motion, which re- 
quire long conſideration ; for little of what has been urged, has in 
my opinion been very nearly connected with the. queſtion before us, 
which is not whether the miniſters have purſued or neglected the in- 


Ar. 

o fall W tereſt of the nation, whether the laws have been violated or ob- | 
can ſerved, the war timorouſly or magnanimouſly conducted, or our ne- 
ither W gotiations managed with dexterity or weakneſs, but e we 
and ſhall offer to his Majeſty the Addreſs propoſed. | 
with In-this Addreſs, my Lords, it has never yet been a that any 


* are contained either falſe, or uncertain in themſelves, or 
a contrary 
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contrary to the dignity of this Aſſembly, that any act of cowardig 


or treachery, any crime, or any error will be ſecured by it from de. 
tection and from puniſhment. 


That this, my Lords, may appear more plainly, I move that the 
mation may be read; nor do I doubt but that the qguellion: will, by 


2 cloſer examination, be ſpeedily decide. 
[The motion being again read, in onde to put the queſtion,] 
Lord BaThavussr ſpoke to the effect following: My Lords, | 
know not why the noble Lord ſhould expect, that by reading the mo 
tion, a more ſpeedy determination. of the queſtion would be Produced; 
for if the repeated conſideration of it operates upon the minds of the 
Lords that have oppoſed it, in the ſame manner as upon mine, i 
Will only confirm their opinion, and ſtrengthen, their reſolution, _ 
Me are required, my Lords, to join in an Addreſs of thanks to 
bis Majeſty for his endeavours to maintain the balance of power; in 
an Addreſs, that implies a falſhood open and Mdiſputable, and which 
will therefore only make us contemptible to our r fellow-ſubjects, our 
allies, and our enemies. 

What is meant, my Lords, by the gs; power, but ſuch 2 

diſtribution of dominion, as may keep the ſovereign powers in mu- 
tual dread of each other, and by conſequence. preſerve peace ; ſuch 
an equality of ſtrength between one prince, or one confederacy and 
another, that the hazard of war ſhall be nearly equal on each ſide! 
But which of your Lordſhips will affirm, that this f is now the ſtate 
of Europe? 
It is evident, my Lords, that the French are far from i imagining 
that there is now any power which can be put in the balance againſt 
their own, and therefore diſtribute kingdoms by caprice, and exalt 
Emperors upon their. own terms. 

It is evident, that the continuance of the balance of power is not 
now to be perceived by its natural conſequences, tranquillity and 
liberty ; the whole continent is now in confuſion, laid waſte by the 
ravages of armies, ſubject to one ſovereign to-day, and to-morrow 
to another : there is ſcarcely any place where the calamities of war 


are not felt or expected, and where property by conſequence is not 
uncertain, and life itſelf in continual danger. 


One happy corner of the world indeed is to be found, my Lords, 
ſecured from rapine and maſſacre, for one year at leaſt, by a well- 
timed neutrality, of which, on what terms it was obtained, I would 
gladly 
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gladly bear, and whether it was purchiſed. at che expence of the 
honour of Britaip, though the advantages of it are , to 
Hanover. 

But as I am not of, opinion, my Lords, that the 8 of power 
is preſerved by the ſecurity of Hanover ; or that thoſe, tercitories, | 
however important, will be able to furniſh forces equivalent to the 
power of France, I cannot agree to. promiſe in an Addreſs of this 
Houſe to afhſt, His Majeſty in maintaining the balance of power, 
though I ſhall chearfully give my COnaurieaek 4 r juſt. and 
yigorous. effort to gore it. 

But as it may be urged, that any dec amtes of diſcontent 
may be too, wide a deviation from the common forms, which for a 
Jong time have admitted nothing but ſubmiſſion. and adulation, I ſhall 
only venture to propoſe, that we may at leaſt contract our Addreſs, 
that if we do not in plain wen go frag ſentiments, we 
may however, affirm nothing that we do not think; and I am conſi e 
dent, that all the praiſes which can be; juſtly beſtowed on che * 
meaſures, may be comprized in a very fe words. 

It has been inſinuated, that this change of aur file — — 
ſurprize His, Majeſty, and raiſe in him ſome ſuſpicions of diſcontent 
and diſappt obation; that it may incline him to believe his meaſures, 
either not underſtood by us, or not applauded, and divert him from 
lis preſent ſchemes by he en if an agu, a wen, if 
our diſlike, 8 1 £5 ai 5 

And for what other pas Ti my 193 ſhould. lach. 2 hong 4 
our ſtile be propoſed ? Why ſhould we deny on this occaſion the 
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 encomiaſtic language which has been of late ſo profuſely. beſtowed, 


but to ſhew that we think this time too dangerous. for flattery, and 
the meaſures now r ſuch as none but the maſt e Letzterer 
can commendꝰ | 

I ſhould. — if. it be aſked by His Majeſty to what cauſe 
it is to be imputed, that the Addreſs of this Houle is ſo much con- 
trated, there would be found ſame! amongſt us honeſt enough to 
anſwer, that all which can be ſaid with truth is contained in it, and 
that flattery and falſhood were not. conſiſtent with the dignity of the 
Lords of Brita. 

I hope, my Lords, FRIES wala us onal . to His 
Majeſty the decency as well as the integrity of our conduct, and in- 
. mo haue bnd our diſcontent in the moſt reſpectful 


manner; 


% 


 [pzc. þ 
manner; and where there was uuckelent room for the loudeſt cenſur, 
have fatisfied ourſelves with modeſt ſilence, with a mere negation of 
applauſe, 

Should we, my wake, in onto to the complaints of our 
countrymen, to the repreſentations of our allies, and all the conyic. 
tion which our reafon can admit, or our ſenſes produce, continue ty 
act this farce of approbation, what can His Majeſty conceive, but 
that thoſe meaſures which we applaud, ought to be proſecuted as the 
| moſt effectual and fafe ? And what conſequence but total ruin cat 
ariſe from the proſecution of meaſures by which we are already re- 
duced to penury and contempt? 

Lord CHOLMONDELEY ſpoke next to 1. following purpoſe := 
My Lords, It is never without grief and wonder 'that I hear an 
ſuſpicion inſinuated of injuſtice or impropriety in His Majeſty's mea. 
ſures, of whoſe wiſdom and goodneſs I have ſo much knowledge, a 
do affirm with the utmoſt confidence, that he is better 'acquainted 
than any Lord in this Aſſembly with the preſent ſtate of Europe; ſo 
that he is more able to judge by what methods tranquillity may be 
re-eſtabliſhed; and that he purſues the beſt methods with the utmoſt 
purity of intention, and the moſt inceſſant diligence and application. 
That the juſteſt intentions may be ſometimes defeated, and the 
wiſeft endeavours fail of ſucceſs, I ſhall readily grant ; but it will not 
follow, that we ought not to acknowledge that wiſdom and integrity 
| Which is exerted in the proſecution of our intereſt, or that we ought 
not to be grateful for the benefits which were _ — 

3 not actually received. | 
The wiſdom of His Majeſty's counſels, my Lords, is not ſuffici- 
ety admired, becauſe the difficulties which he has to encounter are 
not known, or not -obferved. Upon His Majeſty, my Lords, lies 
the taſk of teaching the powers of the continent to prefer their real 
to their ſeeming intereſt, and to diſregard for the fake of diſtant hap- 
pineſs, immediate acquiſitions and certain advantages. His Majeſty 
is endeavouring to unite in the ſupport of the Pragmatic Sanction 
thoſe powers whoſe dominions will be enlarged by the violation of it, 
and whom France bribes to her intereſt with the ſpoils of Auſtria ; 
and who can wonder that ſucceſs is not eaſy in attempts like this? 
In ſuch meaſures we ought doubtleſs to endeavour to animate his 
Majeſty, by an Addreſs at leaſt not leſs expreſſive of duty and reſpect 

than my which he has been accuſtomed to receive ; z and therefore 
I ſhall 
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| thall r noble Lords who made and ſupported the 


motion. 4 
(The Queſtions, on 2 es ea! in the aſicmative Coup 
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OF. COMMONS. 
- December 8, 10. | 


HOUSE: 


DEBATE. oN THE ADDRESS: 


The Commons Fu attended in "the Houſe of Lords, 2 hun bis 
Majefly's Speech to both Houſes, returned to their own Houſe, where 
a copy of it being this day read to them. by the Speaker, Ar. H. A. 
HERBERT, moved a an Addreſs, in words to this N Fun 7s 


Sm, To addreſs che throne on the preſent occaſion, is ene 
which, as it is founded on reaſon and decency, has always been ob- 
ſerved by the Commons of Britain; nor do I ſuſpect this Houſe of 
any intention to omit thoſe forms of reſpect to his Majeſty, which 
our anceſtors always preſeryed even under princes whoſe conduct and 
deſigns gave them no claim to reverence or gratitude, 


To continue therefore, Sir, a practice which the nature of govern- 


ment itſelf makes neceſſary, and which cannot but be acknowledged” 


| to be in a peculiar degree, proper under a prince whoſe perſonal vir- 


tues are ſo generally known, I hope for the indulgence of this Houſe 


in the E which i hap take of propoſing an Addreſs to this 
effect: 


That we ſhould beg leave to congratulate his Majeſty, upon his 
ſafe and happy return to theſe his kingdoms, and to return our ſincere 
thanks for his moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne ; and aſſure him 
at the ſame time, that with hearts full of duty ad gratitude, we 
cannot but acknowledge his Majeſty's 8 and attention to the 
honour and intereſt of this nation. | 

To obſerve that the great and impending PRC that 1 


Turope, under the preſent critical and perplexed ſituation of affairs, 
bave 


414 
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vice and aſſiſtance, with ſuch paternal concern, and ſuch affection ti 
his people, ſuch confidence in his faithful Commons, and ſuch anxiey 
for the general good of Europe, as cannot fail to'extite in us a dus 
ſenſe of his Majeſty's goodneſs and condeſcenſion ; and therefore to 
aſſure his Majeſty, in the ſtrongeſt manner, that this Houſe will, zz 
often as theſe momentous affuirs halt come under our conſideration, 
give his Majeſty ſuch advice, as becomes dutiful and faithful ſubject 
and ſuch aſſiſtance and ſupport, as ſhall be moſt conducive to th 
honour and true intereſt of his erown and kingdoms. 

That we thank his Majefty for his royal care in proſecuting the 


war with Spain; and that in order to anſwer theſe neceſſary purpoſes 


we will grant ſuch effectual ſupplies, as ſhall enable his Majeſty, not 
only to be in a readineſs to fupport his friends and alſies, at ſuch times 
and in ſuch manner as the exigency and circumſtances of affairs ſhal 
require, but to oppoſe and defeat any attempts that ſhall be made 
| againſt his Majeſty, his crown and kingdoms, or againſt thoſe, who 
being equally engaged with his Majeſty by the faith of treaties, ot 
united by common intereſt and common danger, ſhall be willing to 
concert ſuch meaſures, as ſhall be found neceſſary and e for 
maintaining the balance of Europe. 

This Addreſs, which in my opinion will contain both a crops 
_ anſwer to his Majeſty's Speech, and a decent declaration of our grati- 


| tude and duty, will not I hope be oppoſed. / For ſurely it cannot be 


charged with aſlerting any thing that is either falſe or mean, with 
beſtowing any unneceſſary panegyric, or with maintaining any fact 
that is not generally allowed. 

Mr. Tzzvor ſeconded him in the manner neee Sir, As 
the neceflity of an Atdreſs to his Majeſty cannot be diſputed, the 


only queſtion on this occaſion muſt be, Whether the Addreſs now: 
propoſed be ſuch as it may become this Houſe to offer i in the . 


conjuncture of affairs. 
In an Addreſs, Sir, it is ncouffry d to 1 at once the reſpect 


due to our Sovereign, and the dignity which may: juſtly be aſſumed 
by the repreſentatives. of the people of Britain, a people whoſe birth- 


right gives them a claim to approach their Sovereign, not indeed 
without the utmoſt reſpect, but with language; which. abſolute. mo- 


narchs never hear from the ſlaves by whom they are ſurrounded. 
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his reſpect and dignity appear to me to be vethhoppllpptaltadiia 
ve Addreſs now propoſed, in which we join with our proſeſſions of 
guty, our offers of advice, and aſſert our claim to the direction of 


: national expences by our promiſe to grant the neceſſary ſupplies. 


o the Addreſs now offered, and there appears to me ed 10 
ny alteration or omiſſion, I ſecond the motion. 5 
Lord NoeL SOMERSET ſpoke next to this effect i, Though 
am far from intending to repreſs by ſophiſtical cavils, or trifling 
bjections, the zeal which the honourable Gentleman who propoſed 
he Addreſs has ſfrewn for promoting the public buſineſs, yet, as it 
3s very inconſiſtent with the duty of a fenator to prefer civility to 
th, and to ſacrifice to ceremony or complaiſance the intereſt of 
his country, I think it neceſſary to declare my opinion, that though 
the Addrefs propoſed may admit of many amendments, which I leave 
to other gentlemen to make, I think the addition of one clauſe abſo- 


- wi utely neceſſary ; that his Majeſty may be defired not to engage this 

2 nation in a war for the preſervation of his foreign dominions; do- 

ng w ninions which, as they are in themſelves independent on the crown 

nt for of Britain, and governed by different laws, and by a different right, 
bare been ſeparated by an expreſs clauſe from theſe. n 

roper ct to which his Majeſty owes his title to the throne. 

grati- This requeſt, Sir, is at this time particularly expedient, iu thi 2 


ot be continent is in confuſion; and the territories of Hanover are en- 
with I bangered by the approach of the French forces. Beſides, as nothing 
fact 1s more fatal than groundleſs expectations of aſſiſtance, it may con | 
| tribute to the ſafety of that people, to ſhew them that they are to de- 
„As pend upon their own ſtrength, to call their forces together, to fortify 
| the {Wl ber towns, and guard their avenues; and that, if they fit indolent 
now: ind careleſs, in confidence that the power of Britain will be employed 

fent in their defence, they will only give their enemies an eaſy conqueſt, 
Nad enſlave themſelves and their poſterity to a foreign power: IL move 
pect I berefore, That his Majeſty be petitioned in our Addreſs, not to 
med engage theſe kingdoms in a . for e of his 8 of | 
th. WW minions, 
Iced Mr. Syippen roſe and poke thus ies I WO not with. whit 
ſucceſs I may aſſert, in this ſenate, poſitions, for which I have for- 
. merly been cenſured, and which few other members have hitherto 


his maintained; but I riſe with confidence that I ſhall. be at leaſt ac- 
| 8 e knowledged 


As there cannot therefore in my opinion, Sir, be any thing added 
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knowledged to act conſiſtently with myſelf in ſeronding the no 
perſon who ſpoke laſt; and I am convinced, that many of thoſe wiz 
differ from me in opinion, would gladly be able to boaſt of 1 
ſembling me in congruity of principles, and ſteadineſs of conduct. 
But ſteadineſs, Sir, is the effect only of integrity, and Ccongruit 
the conſequence of conviction: he that ſpeaks always whathe thinks 
and endeavours by diligent enquiry to think aright before he venturg 
to declare his ſentiments; he that follows, in his ſearches, no leady 
but reaſon, nor expects any reward from them but the advantage 
diſcovering truth, and the pleaſure of communicating it, will ng 
eaſihy change his opinion, becauſe it will ſeldom be eaſy 'to'ſhey 
that he who has honeſtly enquired after truth, has failed to attain it. 
For my part, I am not aſhamed nor afraid to affirm, that thiry 
years have made no change in any of my political opinions; I an 
now grown old in this Houſe, but that experience which is the con- 
ſequence of age, has only confirmed the principles with which I en- 
tered it many years ago; time has verified the predictions which 
I formerly uttered, and I have ſeen my u ee N int 
knowledge. 8845 
I ſhould be therefore without excuſe if either terror could aig 
or the hope of advantage allure me from the declaration of my op.. 
nions; opinions which I was not deterred from' aſſerting, when the 
proſpect of a longer life than I can now expect might have added to 
the temptations of ambition, or aggravated the terrors of poverty 
and diſgrace; opinions for which I would willingly have ſuffered 
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tze ſevereſt cenſures, even when I had eſpouſed them only in com- ich thi 
pliance with reaſor,, without the infallible certainty of experience. em. 
Of truth it has been always obſerved, Sir, that every day adds to lnnot re 
its eſtabliſhment, and that falſhoods, however ſpecious, however Neannot et 


ſupported by power, or eſtabliſhed by confederacies, are unable to Wl If my 
ſtand before the ſtroke of time. Againſt the inconveniencies and mit her 
vexations of long life, may be ſet the pleaſure of diſcovering truth, from the 
perhaps the only pleaſure that age affords. Nor is it a flight ſatis- under ce 
faction to a man not utterly infatuated or depraved, to find opportu · BW? crimin: 
nities of rectifying his notions, and ITE his conduct by new maintain 
lights. | of this'n 
But much greater is the happineſs of that man to cvs every day Ninculcate 
brings a new proof of the reaſonableneſs of his former determina- Sue the 


tions, and who _ by the moſt unerring teſt, that his liſe bas , Vol. 
been WM 
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ir is the ha __ which I how enjoy; and for Which thoſe ue 
yer ſhall attain it, muſt lobk for an equivalent in therative em- 
oyments, honorary titles, pompous equipages, and ſplendid palaces. 
Theſe, Sir, are the advantages nich are to be gaivied by a ſea- 
pnable variation of principles, and by a ready compliance with the 


my when they are purchaſed at ſo high a price, but of which age 
nd obſervation bas too frequently ſhewn me the unbounded influence; 
nd to which I cannot deny that I have always aſeribed the inſtability 
of conduct, and inconſiſtency of aſſertions, which F have diſcovered 


f whom I cannot bur believe they would eafily diſtinguiſh truth, 
ere not falſhood recommended to them oy the noe, 
vealth. ee ee a 


ten ſpent in pron jon of Joatines "beneficial to mankind- This, 


revailing faſhion of opinions; advantages which 1 indeed cannot 


many men, whoſe abilities FE have no reaſon to depreciate, and 


ch Len If there are in this new "IE any men devoted to their private i in- 
which creſt, any who prefer the gratification of their paſſions' to the lafety | 
nd happineſs of their country, who can riot without remorſe i in the 


ed into 


he noiſe of à feaſt, the pomp of a drawing-room, or the arms of a 


fright, 
rumpet, and think expenſive wickedneſs and the gaieties of folly 


ny opi. 
1en the 


Jded eo ſhall ſpeak to no purpoſe; for I am far front imagining any power 
poverty" my language to gain thoſe to'truth who'have reſigned their hearts 
ſuffered o avarice or ambition, or to prevail upon men to change opinions» 


hich they have indeed never believed, though they. are hired to aſſert 
them. There is a degree of wickedneſs Which Teproof o or argument 


n com- 


once. 

adds to rannot reclaim, as there is a hg of | ſupigity which e 
owever {cannot enlighten. 

able to 1f my country, Sir, has been ſo unfortunate : as once more to com- 
es and mit her intereſt to thoſe who propoſe to themſelves no advantage 
truth, from their truſt, but that of ſelling it, I may perbaps fall once more 
- ſatis - {Wunder cenſute for declaring my opinion, and be once more treated as 
portu- ſz criminal for aferting what they who puniſh | me cannot deny; for 
y nen maintaining the inconſiſtency of Hanover' maxims with the happineſs - 


e of this nation, and for preſerving the caution which was fo ſtrongly 
ry day nculcated by the patriots that drew up the AR of Settlement, and 


mina -· gave the preſent Imperial Family their title to the Throne. as 
fe bas , Vol. II. 3 fy T heſe 


been 


quivalent to the fair fame of fidelity and the peace of virtue, to them. 


under of their conſtituents,” who can forget the ariguiſh of guilt in 


*y 28 


— 


45 * Aer 285 N.. | . {pac} 


1141. 

21 am bis whoſe, wiflom, cannot be. diſputed, and; w, 1c vr i 
26g] for his Majsſty's family was equal to their knowledge, thou, ,rcinat 
it requiſite to provide. ſome ſecutity againſt... the prejugiges of b | ght to b. 
and education» „They were far, from, imagining, that they t the 8e 
Falling to the Throne a race of beings exalted aboye the frailin e enly 


xalted. 
ould in t 
overeign 


nd pleaſe 


| ende Bf ee by a any. peculiar. privileges Aas error or fig 


ein en gaiciv. 2 46 ah 5 | 
They knew that every! man ung habitually, if not 3 fon 


of his own nation, and that he was inclined to 4 it and defend} 


7 n ＋ 183 4 tx r 4 


2 
+ 


at the expence of another, even, perhaps, of that to which he öl ep and 
i lebted 1 for much higher degrees of greatneſs, wealth and power; Tunis cl. 
every thing which makes one ſtate of life preferable. to another; i ¶ hat moti 


ents whi 
yalidatec 
cation of 
ble advan 
There 1 
as not ad 
hall not b 
lions; de 
r prefer; 
ands cha 
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annot. be; 


Which therefore, if, reaſon could. Prevail over prejudice, and eve 
action were regulated by ſtrict juſtice, might claim more regard a 
that corner of the earth in which he only happened to be born. 
They knew, Sir, that confidence was not always returned, th 
we. moſt wilingly truſt thoſe whom we bave longeſt known, a 
careſs, thoſe. with moſt fondneſs, whoſe inclinations we. find by e 
perience to correſpond with our own, without. regard to partic ; 
5 eircumſtances which may entitle de to ar. regard, or high 
degrees of credit, or of kindneſs. 42 übe Amid bog: tear 
Againſt theſe prejudices which, their 8 9 them to fon 
ſee, their integrity incited them to ſecure us, by proviſions v hid 
every man then thought equitable ae becauſe no man v was the theg 
hired to eſpouſe a contrary opinion. 
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* NIE GHG, 16.33; BY ereign, ( 
" To obviate the diſpoſition which. A foreign. race of princes, migh Wheth 
have to truſt their original ſubjects, it was enacted that none of then be ſix thi 


Should be capable of any place of truſt « or profit in theſe kingdons 
'And to hinder our Monarchs from transferring the revenues 9 
Britain to Hanover, and enriching it with the commerce of ou 
traders, and the labours of our huſbandmen; from raiſing. taxes u 
augment the ſplendour of: a petty court, and increaſing, the garriſa 
of their mountains by miſapplying that money which this nation 
ſhould raiſe for i its own defence, it was provided that the Emperor d 
Britain ſhould never return to his native dominions, but reſide always 


In this Kingdom without any other care than that of gaining the 
affections af BH 


"their power. ll 


f the Bri 
Hation, n 
ungar y, 
anover, 
e natior 
f this all 
pnly emp 
er with 
ough I 
It is a 
annot be 


"* Low 
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It was imagined by that Senate that the+Eleftorate: of Hanover, 8 
* dignity held by cuſtom of {homage. to greater power, 
ught.to be thought below the regard. of the, Empeton of Britain, and 
at the Sovereign of a nation: like this ought to remember a lowet 
ate only to heighten his gratitude to the people by hom he w 
xalced, They were far from imagining that Britaim and Hanover 


overeign would divide his years between one country and the dthet, 
nd pleaſe himſelf, with exhibiting in Hanover the annual ſhow of the 
omp and dignity. of a Britiſh Emperor. I il das 2 oaks o 1h 
This claufe, Sir, however, a later ſenate Wa repealed; upon 
hat motives I am not able to declare, having never heard the argus 
ents which pre yailed upon their predeceſſors to enact j it, confuted or 
validated; nor have I found that the event has produced any juſtifi- 
cation of their conduct, or that the nation has received wh rt 
ble advantage from the travels of our Emperors. 614 en anion 
There is another clauſe in that ĩmyoꝝtant act which yot ns Feel 
as not adventured to repeal, /by;which-it. is provided, that this nation 
hall not be engaged in war for the defence of the Hanoverian domi- 


r preſervation; dominions perhaps of no great value into whatever 
ands chance and re may throw them, which-their-fituation 
as made entirely uſeleſs to a naval. power; but which, though they 
annot benefit, may injure-us, by diverting the I So- 
creign, or withholding his affections, % ot gol IDES 
Whether this clauſe; Sir, has not n N whether. 
be {it thouſand Heſſians which we once ſupported were of uſe to an; 
Pf the Britiſh dominions, and whether a double number of the ſame 
ation, now paid, with pur money for the defence of the Queen of 
ungary, have not been ſtationed only Where they might defend 


e nation has hot bęen condemned to double expences in the ſupport 
f this alliance, by raiſing for the Queen's ſervice troops which were 
only employed in the protection of Hagover, and then in ſuccouring 
er with pecuniary ſupplies, it is perhaps at anne e 
ough I hope. not yet too late, to enquirmee. 

It is at preſent unneceſſary, becauſe the ud which is 8 
aunot be, denied to be A Ach of Settlement 
Vina; 0 baRt2; < Brad ich bin , 3681.5 has 
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ould in time be conſidered as of equal importanse, and that their 


ions; dominions of which: we can have no intereſt in the protection 


anover, , without the, leaſt advantage to our oonfederates, whether 


68 | 2 4 72 0 Lokk. 


has bean hitherts-obſerved op vlvlated; for the viblation'ofit-oupht 
engage us in ſome meuſures thut may ſeeure us for the future from 
like injury; and the-6dſervation ef it is a manifeſt prosf how tin 
n i approved by all parties, fince in fo many deviations from i 
ſetrlement, and an inconſtahcy of conduct of which an * 
ſexrcelh' to be found, this law has been eſteemed ſacred, the bulyy 
of our rights, end the pp which wy Ro you ha 
gartd to oberleap. 1 7 
As his Majeſty, 815 has in a ur an e called upon 
for our advice and aſſiſtance, what can be more proper than to \ 
before: him our opinion on this important queſtion? War is nent 
davery one of the greateſt calamities, and an unneceſſary war thereſ 
the greateſt error of government, an error which Cannot” N 
cautiouſiy obviated, or too ſpeedily reformed. © © 
If we conſider,” Sir, the preſent ſtate of the continent, wen 
nothing more probable than that the ſubjeRs of the Elector of Hui 
ver may ſolicit the aſfiſtance of the Empetor of Britain, and theres 
it is neceſſary to inform them, that their ſolicitations will be wit 
I we enquire into the ſuſpicions of our fellow - ſubſects, we ſhall fi 
them generally diſturbed with fears that they ſhall be-facrificed to nate + 
ſecurity of foreign dominions, and therefore it is neceſſary to cf bleſſin 
their affection to his Majeſty where it is impaired, and confirm tha... ane 
confidence where it has been hitherto preſerved, by ſhewing in i Ot this 
moſt public manner, how vainly they have been nen And nahe treach 
| n they have been miſtaken!" | uardians 
Ae is certainly our duty, Sir, to give tuch advice as ere truth netratio 
Infor A Majeſty of the ſentiments of his people, and 'moſt'effedi ity to th 
ally eſtabliſſ in the people an adherence to his Majeſty ; as it is ca beds, - 
tain that no advise will be ſeconded by greater numbers than mut make 
which is propoſed, nor can his Majeſty by any act of goodneſs nd he th 
much endear his government, as by a eee hi cs mation. lte. 
of an exemption from any war in defenee of Hanover, To exe 
1 hope, Sir, it will not be objected, that by ſuch e a bps n 
will be inſinuated of deſigns detrimental to the Britiſh nation, o my Ki 
Fepugnant to the conditions on which his Majeſty aſcended WW Mr. G 
Throne, becauſe an objection of equal force may can __ * a6 ot eaſy te 
vice-whatevet that ſhall be offered by the Senate. t, and he 
i It may he always urged, Sir, that to Sas any meaſures; reſented, 
do luppoſe that they would not have been ſuggeſted to his Maxi! at it 


e Sovere! 
iniſters, 
That ki 
e little w 
ually en 
oft happ! 
rerny at 
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e intereſ 
p politic 
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n wildors, and by: conſequence; that he is [defeQive- ib 
age or in goodneſs, that he nne 
> of his people. 1911} vs: train 
Tbus, Sir, may the moſt laiidable condut $6; ne with ſedi- 
i, and the moſt awful regard be accuſed of diſreſpect; by forced 


4 100 e and exaggerated language; thus may Senates become 
u eg, leſt they ſhould appear to be wiſer than their Sovereign and 

4 10 Ws: e Sovereign be condemned to act only by the eee er 
upon 


iniſters, becauſe no publig advice can ſafely be given him. 

That kings muſt act upon the information of others, that they can 
{little with their ow eyes through the miſts which Aattery is con- 
ually employed in raiſing before them, and that they are therefore 
oſt happy who have; by the conſtitution af the country hich they 
rern, an opportunity of knowing the opinions of their people with's 
t diſguiſe, has yet never been denied by any who do not ſeparate 
e intereſt of the King from that of the people, and haas n 
v political diſtinction but that of tyrants and ſla ves. en 
Tnis, Sir, is the happineſs of the Emperor of * other 
onarchs, an advantage by which he may be always enabled to con 
mplate the happy and flouriſhing ſtate af his ſuhjects, and to receive. 
bleſſings and acclamations of millions that ds his a their 
ealth and their ſecurit. 755 
Of this advantage he cannot be apm bus by 7 er or 
e treachery of thoſe men who are delegated by the people, as the 
uardians of their liberties; and ſurely it requires no uncommon 
enetration to diſcover, that no act of treaſon can be equal in malig- 
ity to that perfidy which depri ves the King of the affeRions- of his 
JubjeQs, by concealing from him their ſentiments and petitions. He 
at makes his Monarch bated, muſt undoubtedly make him unhappy z/ 
ind he that W his en might more inhocenyy: take away 
lis life, 

To exempt myſelf sene ſuch guile, to dicharge the tru 
onſerred on me by my country, and to perform e dutr which awe. 
o my King, I ſtand up to ſecond this motion. 1 520 

Mr. Gybbon ſpoke next to the following purpoſe 3 as it is 
ot eaſy to rementber all the parts of an Addreſs by only once hearing 
t and hearing it in a form different from that in which it is to be 


ig in N 
and . 


oſt trul 
teffedis 
it is e 
han tin 
dneſs | 
s natiol 


reſented, I think it neceſſary to a more accurate conſideration of it, 
e ut it ſhould be read diſtin&y 10 che Houſe. We may otherwiſe 
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pronounced by the King, are always conſidered as the compoſitii 


or applying ta the CITE" Princes to Man Ra the: 1 


waſte our ume in debates, 10 which only our own forgetfulneſs Bn 
oceaſion; we may raiſe objections nen N dent 
ments where there is no defect. dung int Ih 

- [The Addrefs was accordingly read, and Mr. Gybbon Nose 
bn Having no heard the Addreſs, I find by experience the propria 
of my propoſal, having remarked a clauſe, which, in my opinion, j 
neceſſutry to be amended, and which; had not obſet ved when j it 
wepeated befor... loo ad 54 

It is well known, that the W fits; 5 e 1 


of che miniſtry, upon whom any falſe aſſertions would de en 
the informers and counſellors of the Senn d boten 
It is well known, likewiſe, that whenever this Houle: retu 
Thanks to the King for any meaſures that have been purſued, tha 
meaſures are ſuppoſed to be approved by them; and that approbatin 
may be pleaded by the miniſter in his defence, wheneves he: ſhall 
required to anſwer forthe event of kis counſels. 
70 It is the! im my opinion, extremely unreaſonable to cri 
that Thanks ſhould br returned io his Majeſty: for his royal care in priſ 
ting the” wer againſt Spain; for what has been the conſequence 
care; for whieh our Thanks are to be with. ſo much-ſolembiy 
returned, but defeats, diſgrace and loſſes, the ruin of our merchant 
the impriſonment of our wane * of N e and uſe 
leſs expences?: % C3 eee 09 ein f Yo 10 
What are the events which are to be en in an care a6s 


: count of this War; a war provoked by ſo long à train of. inſults anlfegainft 8 


injuries, and carried on with ſo apparent an inequality of forces! 
Have we deſtroyed the fleets of our enemies, fired their towns, and 
laid their fortreſſes in ruins ? Have we conquered; their colonies, anl|itioned th 
flundered their cities, and reduced them to a neceſſity of receding If thei 
from their unjuſt claims, and repaying the plunder of our merchants!Mithe com. 
Are their Ambaſſadors now ſoliciting peace at the Court of Britain their me 
what pre 
of their victorious enemies? 18 610 that they 

I am afraid that the effects of our preparations, * formidable either pi 


| are very different; they have only raiſed diſcontent Among our coui- though t! 


trymen, and contempt among our enemies. We have ſhewn tha duct of 
we are ſtrong indeed, but that our force is made ineffectual by ou To w 
cowardice ; —— we ibteaten moſt loudly, m nothing; want eit 
4" 

en. | OBE 2; that WW their eny 


5% 


i n ed s 8. 


er them, and only wait e an'op- 
unity to heath them in (heh e, as hot plainly to. confeſs 
at we dare not ſtrike. 5 e 
If. we confides} therefore; hat 1 for endes Ie . 
is muſt neturally produce, it will appear that they can only encou- 
ge our enemies, and diſpirit dur fellow-ſubjedts. It will be i ima- 
ined that the Spanfards are a powerful nation, Which it was the 
igbeſt degree of temerity to attack; 'a'nation*by whom it is honoù 
(cient? not to be overcome, and from whom we. cannot be de- 
ned without the moſt vigilant caution, and the moſt YE 
nowledge both of politics and ar: W 
It will readily be perceived by the rou Spaaaits, that it is only 
ſſary to proſecute their views a little longer, to intimidate us 
vith new demands, and amuſe us with new preparations ; and that 
re, who are always ſatisfied with our ſucceſs, ſhall ſoon be weary l 
var from which it is plain that we never expected any advantage, 
| } therefore ſhall' in a ſhort | time willingly r receive. ſuch terms as 
 propokMipur eonquerbrs will grant us. 
in pri It is always to be remembered how much all human affairs . | 
uencei pon opinion, how often reputation ſupplies the want of real power, 
olemniſſ y making thoſe afraid who cannot be hurt, and by producing con- 
rchans{Wdence where there is no ſuperiority, The opinion of which the 
and ul enate ought to endeavour the promotion, is confidence in their ſtea- 
1+ 2 eines, honeſty, and wiſdom. Confidence which will not be much 
tial advanced by an Addreſs of Thanks for the conduR of the war 
ults anisgainſt Span . 
forces How juſtly may it be aſked, when this Addreſs is red over the” 
ns, ani world, what were the views with which the ſenate of Britain yo” 
ies, anfitioned their Sovereign to declare war againſt Spain. ; 
eceding Wl If their deſign was, as they then aſſerted, to procure ſecurity for 
chantz the commerce of America, and reparation for the injuries which. 
Britain, their merchants had received, by what fluctuation of counſels, by* 
ntmenW what prevalence of new opinions have they now abandoned it L For 
Nat they have no longer the ſame intentions, that they! now no mote 
1idable, ¶ either propoſe” ſecurity, or demand recompence, is evident; ſince 
 coun-B tough they have obtained neither, * are _ thankful for the con- 
vn tt g duct of the war. 
by ou To what can this apparent inſtability de imputed, but to the 
thing; WW want either of wiſdom 'to balance their own power with that ow 
that their theme, and difcern the true intereſt of their country, or 0 
ä FS: a mean. 
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: harbours, defeated any of our troops, or overerun an of. our colo. 


| byperbole, or exaggerated. aſtertions, they will, I hope, be pardoned 


* . * e lamo he whom, h 
Aut not: reſufe the Appearance of a war, though they .had:no-expy, 
tation of honour or ſucceſs ? =} 2615 b war 

But in far other terms, Sir, win tbe Spaniards ſpeak. of the A, 
Fels which is now propoſed. « Behold, ſay our boaſting energies 
the ſpirit and, wiſdom. of that. Aﬀlembly, whoſe, counſels. hold thy 
continent in Julpence,, and whoſe, determinations. change the fate d 
kingdoms ;, whole, vote transfers ſoyereignty,. covers the ocean ii 


fleets, preſcribes, the operation of diſtant wars, and fixes the, balang 
of the world. Behold them amuſed. With. idle preparations;,.Jevying 


* Siu. 


money for mockeries of war, and, AG tanks for ada Pleaſun 


„ 


or their own. coaſts dy g our We — — Jail has 
ves and their monarch that any have been preſerved... Ho gret 
would have been the exultation, and how loud the, applauſes, lui 
they. ſucceeded in any. of their deſigns ;, had they, obſtructed the de. 
parture of our fleets, or hindered our deſcent, upon the dominions d 


the Quen: of Hungary; had they confined, our privateers in ou 


nies ? In what terms would they baye expreſſed their gratitude for 
vidtory, who: are thus thankful for diſappointments and diſgrace ?? 
Such, ir, muſt be the remarks of our enemies upon an, Addreh 
like that which is now propoſed; 3 remarks, which we and our 1 
muſt be condemned to bear, without attempting a reply. For what 
can de urged to extenuate the ridicule of returning thanks where we 
ought either to expreſs reſentment, offer conſolations, and propoſe 
the. means of better ſucceſs, or cover our niet and Hams "oh per. 
petual lence? | 5 from thi 
| „When it ſhall — a ! in \ foreign nations, that the . of. Br our defe 
tain had returned thanks for the eſcape of the Spaniards from Fer. duce, e 
rel, their uninterrupted expedition to Italy, the embarraſſment of their I teſtable, 
own trade, the captivity of their ſailors, and the deſtruction of theit 
troops, what can they conelude, but haf the Senate of Britain is 
publick affairs ? And what. muſt be — influence of = a prop 


and ſuch a Senate, will be eafily conceived. 
If I _bavg given way, Sir, in theſe, obſeryations, * 1 wanton 


SE dh 


by thgfe who ſha] reflect upon the real abſardiry of the propoſal 
which 


Main is 


ct the 


\ 


Jour | THE ADDAESS | 73 
hich. Lam endeavouring to ſhew in it eur ſtate, and by all who 


5 is to teturh tlianks for the carnage of Carihagena, ſor the ruin! 
our eee eee n che 3 
jon of the family of Bourbenmnd. 
I hope no man will be ſo neben gebe d n ene 
avate or believe, that I -impute any part of our miſcurtiageb th the 
perſonal: conduct of his Majeſty, or that IIrhink his Majeſty's con- 
nnn the warmeſt and 
reſt / gratitude. If the Addreſs were confined to een | 
: ed Severtigns alone, I ſhould be very far from cenfuring'! ori ridi- 
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euling it; for his Majeſty has not the event of war in his power, 


nor can confer. upon his miniſters or generals that knowledge wich 
they have -negleRted to acquire, or that capacity which mature bus 
denied them. He may perform more than we have a tigit to-ex-" 
pect, and yet he unſutceſsſul; he may deſerve the utmeſt gratitude, 
even when, by the miſeonduct of his ſervants, the nation is diſtreſſed. 
But, Sir, in drawing up an Addreſs, we ſhould remember that wwe” 
ace deelaring dur ſentiments not only to his Majeſty, but tb all Eu- 
rope; tò our allies; our enemies, and our poſterity; that this Ad— 
dreſs will be underſtood, like all others; that thanks offered in this 
manner, by cuſtom, ſignify approbationʒ and that therefore We muſt 
preſent repreſs ' our gratitude, eie it can eee 
tempt our Sovereign and Ourſelves. 5 20 
Sir Ro BERT WATTOoE ſpoke nent 40 this eck: Si6;:Dake very 
far from thinking that the war againſt: Spain has been fo unſuoceſs- 
ful as ſome. gentlemen have repreſented it; that the [loſſes which we 
bare fuffered have been more frequent than we had reaſon to ehe 
from the ſituation of our enemies, and the courſe of bur trade; r 
our defeats, ſuch as the common ehanee of war does not often pro 
duce, even when the inequality of the contending powers is incon- 
teſtable, and the ultimate event as near mg we | 
human affairs ever can admit. a 7 
Nor am 1-convinced, Sir, even dlivugh 16 dad be Allowed e 
no exaggeration had been made of our miſcarriages, that the impro· 


nat 41 4 


priety of an Addreſs of Thanks to his Majeſty for his regal care in 


the management of the war, is groſs or flagrant. For if it be al- 


lowed that his Majeſty may be innocent of all the imiſcondy that 
ee our defeats, that he EY — wiſely, 
£11 which 


1 conſider;/ that to return thanks for the management of the 


V8 4 


might be deſigned. . 
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which [were unſkilfully proſocuted y/ that even valour and knowledge 
cumcurring, will not abways ubtain ſucceſs; and that therefore Phe 


loſſes maybe. ſuffered, and ſome defeats received) though not only 
bis Majeſty gave the vriſeſt: direction, but his ofſicers executed then 


with the utmoſt diligence and fidelity; -how:will it appear from our 
ill ſuceeſo, that our Sovereign does not deſerve our gratitude? And 
if it ſnall appear to us that our thanks are metited, who-ſhall. _ 
us from offering them in the moſt publick and ſolemn manner? 
For my part, I think no confideration worthy ef regard dem 


petition with truth and juſtire; and therefors ſhall never forbear any 


expreſſion of duty tn my Sovereign, for fear 1 of out 
ſeeret, or the reproaches of our publick enemies: 
With regard to the Addreſs: under '6ur conſideration, iF-ie 'be al. 


loved either that we have not been unſucceſsful in any opprobrious 
degree, or that ill ſucceſs does not neceſſatily imply any defect in tbe 
conduct of bis Majeſty, or debar us from the right of acknowledging 


his goodneſs and bis wiſdom, T think, $it;/no7objeRion' can be made 
to the form of expreſſion now propoſed, in which all ſounding and 


pompous language, all declamatory exaggeration, and ſtudied figures 
of ſpeech, all appearance of: exultation, and all the farce of rheto- 
rick are carefully avoided, and nothing inſerted UP diſguſt"th 


moſt. delicate, or raiſe ſcruples/in the moſt ſlhcere, 107i) «|; 11/10 

Vet, Sir, that we may not vraſte our time upon trivial diſputes, when 
the nation expects relief from our counſels, that ve may not ſuſpend 
the proſecution of the war by complaints of paſt defeats, or retard 


that aſſiſtance and advice which our Sovereign demands, by en- 


quiring whether it may be more proper to thank, or to counſol him, 
Lam willing, for the ſake of unanimity, that“ this clauſe- ſhould be 
omitted; and hope that no other part of . n can give any 
opportunity for criticiſm or for objections % beast u 

Mr. Pur rENRx ſpoke next, in the manner following: Sir, it i 


neo wonder that the Right Honourable Gentleman willingly conſentz 


to the omiſfion of this clauſe, which could be inſerted for no other 
purpoſe than that he might facrifice-it to the reſentment which it muſt 


naturally produce, and by an appearance of modeſty and compliance, 


paſs eaſily through the firſt * and enn . . eme Mex 


Fo 4 4 1 
He is too well enim with the opinion of many whom the 
nation has choſen to repreſent- them, and with the univerſal ela- 
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DEE! $, 
owledge mours of the people, too accurately informed of the Mate df 7 deb ens) 
ow ſome mies, ald too conſcious'how much his ſecret machinations' have hin 


lered our ſucceſs; to expect or hope that we ſhould / meet here to re- 
turn thanks for the management of the war; of a war in which 
nothing has been attempted by his direction that was likety to uc 
ceed, and in which no advantage Sarnen gained, but by: a 
without orders, and againſt his hopes... 23731" 

That I do not charge him, e e 


ar any ment; that I do not eagerly catch flying caluinnies, prolong the 
of our gate of caſual reproaches, encourage the malignity of the envious; or 
Date adopt the ſuſpicions of the melancholy ↄ that L do not impoſe upon 
be al. Wi myſelf by a warm imagination, and endeavpur to communicate to 
briow Wl others impreſſions which I have only received-myſelf from" prejudice 
in e and malignity, wilt be proved fromm tlie review of his condi ſince 
aging i the beginning of our diſpute with Spain, in which it will be found 
"made Wi that he has been guilty not of ſingle errors, but of deliberate trea- 
g and ehery ; that he has always co- operated with our enemies, and ſacri- 
guter ficed to his private ln the We and the honour wears Brix 
heto-' WF tiſh nation. <a. 126-14 


R-the BW How long our ts were Ment) our | ſailors abit | 


i and our colonies intimidated without reſentment; how long the Spa- 


niards uſurped . the dominion of the ſeas, ſearched our ſhips at plea- 


ſure, .confiſcated . the cargoes without controul, and tortured» our 


fellow ſubjects with impunity, cannot but be remembered. Not 


only every Gentleman in this Houſe, but every man in the nation, 
however indolent, ignorant, or obſcure, can tell what barbarities 
were exerciſed, what ravages were committed, what complaints were 
made, and how they were received. It is univerſally known that 
this Gentleman, and thoſe whom he has ſeduced by penſions and 
employments, treated the lamentations of ruined families, and the 
outcries of tortured Britons, as the clamours of ſedition, and the 
murmurs of malignity rr Wen — the eee n 23 

the government. q Fe OMB 
It is known, Sir, that our acl at one time - ridiculed as 


below the conſideration of the legiſlature, and the diſtreſs of the moſt 


uſeful and honeſt part of mankind, was made the ſubje& of merri- 
ment and laughter; the aukward wit of all the hirelings of the town 


Was 
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ſations/ only to obſtrut᷑t his meaſures, or to gratify my o feſent< 


was exerted to divert the attention of the publick, and all their art 
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was. employed to introduce other ſubjects into converſation, or 0 
Rill the complaints which they heard with a timely jeſt. 
Nut their wit was not more ſueceſßful on this, than on other oec. 
Gons; their imaginations were ſoon exhauſted, and they found as 
other times, that they muſt have recourſe to new expedients. The 
firſt/ artifice of ſhallow courtiers is to elude with promiſes thioſe com. 
plaints which they cannot confute, a practice that requires no un, 
derſtanding or knowledge, and therefore has been generally followed 
by the. adminiſtration. This artiſice they quickly made uſe of 
when they found that neither the merchants nor the nat ion were to 
be ſilenced by an affectation of negligence, or the ſallies of mirth; 
that it was no longer ſafe to jeſt upon the miſeries of their country. 
men, the deſtruction of our trade, and the violation of our rights, 
they condeſcended therefore to ſome appearances of coinpaſſion, and 
promiſed. to exert all end n to Pants redgels. 5 
ſecurity. Hr 1 ? T8 

That they Night not appear, „ Sie, to have en this nails ah 
to free themſelves from preſent importunity, they ſet negotiations on 
foot, diſpatched memorials, remonſtrances, propoſitions, and com: 
putations, and with an air of gravity and importance, aſſembled at 

propet times to peruſe the intelligence which they ec n and to 
concert new inſtructions for their miniſters. 

While this farce was acted, Sir, A Or "FOR were b 
wh of to reconcile the nation to ſuſpence and delay. Sometimes the 
diſtance. of the Spaniſh dominions in America, retarded the deciſion 
of our claims. Sometimes the dilatory diſpoſition of the Spaniards, 
and the eſtabliſned methods of their courts, made it impoſſible to 
procure a more ſpeedy determination. Sometimes orders were dif. 
patched- to America in favour of our trade, and ſometimes thoſe 
orders were neglected by the captains of the Spaniſh ſhips, and the 
governors of their provinces ; and when it was enquired why thoſe 
captains and governors were not puniſhed or recalled, we were 
treated with contempt for not knowing what had been ſo ir tols 
us of the dilatory proceedings of the Spaniſh courts, 


In the mean time our merchants were plundered, and our calbrs 


thrown. into dungeons; our flag was inſulted, and our navigation 
reſtrained, by men acting under the commiſſion of the King of 
Spain; we r no effect of our nn but the expenoes 
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and bot etiemies' not only inſiſted on their former claims, profe- 
ited them with the' utmoſt rigour, inſolence, and eruelty. A 
It muſt indeed, Sir, be urged in favour of our miniſter, 2 he 
aid not refuſe any act of ſubmiſſion, or omit any method of ſuppli- 
cation by which he might hope to ſoften the Spaniards ; he ſolicited 
their favour at their own court, he ſent commiſſaries into their 
e. country, he aſſiſted them in taking poſſeſſion of dominions, to which 
0 1 neither we nor they have proved a right; and he employed the navies 
of Britain to tranſport into Italy the Prince on n _u new 
erected kingdom was to be conferrel. 
e wen mügte be expect Hat the Spaniceds wol be ſoftened: by 1 
nirth; 

wi much kindneſs and forbearance, and that gratitude would at length 
induce them to ſpare thoſe whom no injuries or contempt had been 
ghts ple to alienate from them, and to allow thoſe a free courſe through 


5 „„ the ſeas of America, to whom they had been indebted dor an unin- 
* = terrupted paſſage to the poſſeſſion of a kingdom. 1 

_ | He might likewiſe urge, Sir, that when he was obliged t to — 9 
* + war upon them, he was ſo tender of their intereſt, that the Britiſh 
a om; admiral was ſent out with orders rather to deſtroy his own fleet than 
an (de galleons, whieh in appearance the was ſent to take, And to periſn 
14 to y the inclemeney of the climate, rather than enter the man, en 

rerfify their colonies, or plunder their towns. | 

mae Du te little purpoſe, Sir, did our miniſter ihplore we chip 
400 of the Spaniards, and repreſent the denefits by which we 'might 
icon claim it; for his compliance was by the ſubtle Spaniards attributed 
is not to Kindneſs, but to fear; and it was therefore determined to re- 
duce him to abſolute ſlavery, by the . e e * Leg —_— 


ſunk him to ſo abject a ſtate. | 
hoſe They therefore treated our ene with Ghtkcipt; conti- 
| the nued their inſolence and their oppreſſions, and while our agent was 
hoſe eringing at their court with freſh inſtructions 1 in his hand, while he 
was hurrying with buſy looks from one grandee to another, and per- 
told haps diſmiſſed without an audience one day, and ſent back in the 
midſt of his harangue on another, the guardſhips of the Spaniards | 
continued thelr havock, our r merchants were minen and our Albers 
view tortured, rio q WR 
of At length, Sir, the nation was too much inflamed to be any 
longer amuſed with idle negotiations, or trifling expedients; the 
* bees echoed with the clamours of the populace, and this Hufe 
| ; Was 
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+DBBATE' @N: [fore 


Was crowded with petitions. from: the merchants. - The Honourzhy 
Perſon, with all his art, found himſelf unable any longer to elude 
determination, of this affair. Thoſe whom he bad hitherto yer. 
ſuaded that he had failed merely for want of abilities, began now y 
ſuſpe& that he had no deſire of better ſucceſs; and thoſe who hl 
hitherto chearfully merited their penſions by an unſhaken adhereng 
to all his meaſures, who had extolled his wiſdom and his integrity 
with all the confidence of ſecurity, began now to be ſhaken. by the 
unjverſality of, the cenſures whieh the. open ſupport of - perfidy 
brought vpon them. They were afraid any longer to aſſert what 
they neither believed themſelves, nor could perſuade others to admit 
The moſt indolent were alarmed, the moſt nos RY as 
the moſt profligate aſnamed. | f 20% 
What could nom be done, Sir, to gain a Jew Saba to ern 
a ſhort interval of quiet in which his agents might be employed t 
diſeminate ſome new. falſehood, bribe to his party ſome new vindi. 
cators, or lull the people with the opiate of another expedient, with 


an account of, conceſſions from the court of Spain, or a congrels to 
compute the loſſes, and adjuſt the claims of qur merchants?-- 


Something was neceſſarily to be attempted, and orders were there. 
fore diſpatched by our miniſter, to his ſlave at the court: of Spain, to 
procure ſome ſtipulations that might have, at leaft, the appearance 
of. a ſtep towards the concluſion of the debate. His agent obeyed 
him with his uſual alacrity and; addreſs, and in time. ſent bows ke 
the latisfaction of the Britiſh people, the celebrated convention. 

'The convention, Sir, has been ſo lately diſcuſſed, is ſo F 
larly remembered, and ſo univerſally condemned, chat it would be 
an unjuſtifiable prodigality of time to expatiate upon jt. There 
were but few in the laſt ſenate, and 1 hope there are none in this, 
who, did not ſee the, meanneſs of ſuffering inconteſtable claims to be 
diſputed by. commiſſaries, the injuſtice of the demand Which was 
made. upon the South- Sea Company, and the contemptuous inſo- 
lence of amuſing us with the ſhadow. of a ſtipulation, which was to 
vaniſh into nothing, uuleſs we purghaſed, a ratificarion, ol. it, 1 
paying what we did not owe. w. 


The convention therefore, Sir, was fo * from ee that it 


only exaſperated the nation, and took from our miniſter the power 
af, acting any longer ;openly in favour of the Spaniards ; of whom 


is muſt be confeſſed, that. their vile. Was: eder by their 
pride, 
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pride, and that, for the ſake of ſhe wing to all the, powers of Kore 
the dependence, in. which they held the, Court of | T [ -they took 
from their friends the power of ſerving them any longer, and made it 


to per. 

wa unſafe. for them to pay that ſubmiſſion to; which, they were. inclined. 
vho ha The Spaniards, did not ſufficiently diſtinguiſh between the nation 
hereng and the miniſtry of Britain, nor ſuſpected that their intereſts, in- 
ntegrity clinations, and opinions were directly oppoſite; and that thoſe who 
by the were careſſed, feared, and reverenced by the miniſtry, were by the 


perfidy people hated, deſpiſed, and xidiculed. 
rt b. By enſlaving our miniſtry, they weakly e that 0 had 
admit. conquered our nation; nor perhaps, Sir, would they: quickly have 
ed, a diſcovered their miſtake, had they uſed their victory with greater 
nocderation, condeſcended to govern their new province with. leſs 
ſecu WI rigour, and ſent us laws. in, any other . hun. Mato: the 
yed. o convention. Gets ih 1 
vindi. . But the a hich + aol on a in pee a 
„ with effects as it has often done in others, and deſtroyed · in ſome degree the 
reſs to advantages of the conqueſt by which it was inſpired: The laſt proof 
c(ccfckeir contempt of our Sovereign and our nation, was too ſlagrant 
there. to be palliated, and too publick not to be reſented. The cries of the 
ain, tb nation were redoubled, the ſolicitations of the merchants renewed, 
1raner I the abſurdity. of our paſt conduct expoſed, the meahneſs of Mur for- 
beyed i bearance reproached, 1550 the ee, of mare, rer m, 
n, for evidently proved. i An 
35 The friends of es iconered, Sir, at x Boy has, war was 
rticu- WI neceſſarily tobe proclaimed, and that it would, be no longer their in- 
1d be tereſt to act in open oppoſition to juſtice and reaſon, to the © PORE, of 
There all ages, and remonſtrances of the whole nation. 
this, The miniſter, therefore, after long delays, her, bone run 1 the | 
was by falle e eee of the power of our enemies, at his ee | 
inſo- ef an invaſion from them, at length ſuffered war to be proclaimed, 
as to though not till he had taken all en en, that might Azel us 
t, by of ſucceſs. 1 4 5 
He knew that the ſtate of the Spaniſh 4 ps = ham in 
gat it 2 particular manner to ſudden incurſions by ſmall parties, and that in 
ower former wars againſt them, our chief advantage had been gained by the 
hom boldneſs and ſuhtility of priyate adventurers, who by hovering over 
their I #4ir coaſts in ſmall veſſels, without taiſing the alarms which. the fight 
Tot 


—_ 
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ofa royal navy nedeſſarily produces, had diſcovered opportiinidiy/ s well! 
landing unexpectedly, and entering their towns by ſurpriſe, of plunde den awak 
ing their wealthy ſhips, or enriching themſelves by ranfoms and comp r the cor 
ſitions 3 he knew that inconſiderable bodies of men, incited by private Vue be 
vantage, ſelected with care for particular expeditions, inſtructed by |, as not 5. 
eret intelligence, and concealed by the ſmallneſs of their numbers, M ich fix f 
found means to march up into the country through” ways 'whicormerly | 
 would-never: bave been attempted by regular forces, and have broug ow this 
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upon the Spaniards more terror and diſtreſs thin could have bet 
produced by a powerful army, ne _— CLIT ot 
however: {kilfully commanded. «© | | 
It was therefore, Sir, his firſt care to ſecure his darling Spark ark 
Shes the pernicious deſigns of private adventurers ; he knew not bit 
fome of Elizabeth's heroes might unfortunately revive, and ter 
; with an unexpected invaſion the remoteſt corners of the Späni 
colonies, or appear before their ports with his nimble ſloops, and bi 
defiance to their navies and their garriſons. '' When therefore a bi 
was. introuced into this Houſe, by which encouragement was given 
t the ſubjects of this kingdom to fit out privateers, and by whid 
thoſe who ſhould conquer" any of the colonies of the Spaniards, wet 
confirmed in the poſſeſſion of them for ever, it cannot be forgotten 
with what geil be oppoſed, and with what ſteadineſs he rejecded i, 
though it is not poſſible to aſſign any difadvantage which could har 
deen produced by paſſing it, and the utmoſt * __ * arge 
againſt it was, that it was: unneceſſary and uſeleſs. n 
Having thus diſcouraged that method of war which was moſt to be 
dreaded by our enemies, and left them little to fear but from nationi 
ſorces and public preparations, his next care was to ſecure them from 
any deſtructive blow, by giving them time to equip their fleets, col. 


lect their forces, repair their fortifications, garriſon their towns, anl ſrade, in 
'regulate their trade; for this purpoſe he delayed, as long as it was Spain, w 
poſſible, the diſpateh of our navies, embarraſſed our levies of ſailots them to 1: 
dy the violence of impreſſes, violence which -proper encouragement thoſe plea 
and regulations might have made unneceſſary, and ſuffered the pri- ing accot 
"yateers of the enemy to plunder our merchants without controul N cerruptios 


This d 
but not e 
times dec 


attention 


Vor. 


uridex pretence that ſhips of war could not wo cet nor n | 
provided for their protection. — 255 
At lengtk ſeveral fleets were fitted out, Varina Was * font ee 

; "rien," and Haddock into the Mediterranean; With What conſequences 
2 i 
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is well known, nor ſhould I mention them at this time, had I not 
den awakened to the remembrance of them by a n of thanks 


compi the conduct of the war. 

ivate ne behaviour of the two Aae bels was s very 3 though it 
ed by as not yet appeared but that their orders were the ſame. Vernon 
ders, th ſix ſhips deſtroyed, thoſe fortifications, before which Hoſier. 
s Which rmerly periſhed, in obedience to the commands of our miniſtry. 
brougu low this ſucceſs was received by the miniſter and his adherents, how. 


ch they were offended at the exultations. of the populace, how evi- 
ently they appeared to conſider it as a breach of their ſcheme, and a 
eviation from their directions, the whole nation can relate. 


pamiath Nor is it to be forgotten, Sir, how invidiouſſy the miniſter himſelf 
not biff ndeavoured to extenuate the honour of that action, by attempting to 
ten hrocure in the Addreſs, which was on that occaſion preſented to his 
SpanifhMIajeſty, a ſuppreſſion of the number of the * with which he per- 


it, r role d tent C40 


and bi | 
In the mean time, /Sir, the nation oo accounts, wok the Game 


e 2 bl 
s given ind from the Mediterranean, where Haddock was ſtationed with a 
Which ery conſiderable force; but inſtead of relations of ports bombarded, 


nd towns plundered, of navies deſtroyed, and villages laid in aſhes, 
ve were daily informed of the loſſes of our merchants, whoſe * 
ere taken almoſt within ſight of our ſquadrons. | 
We had indeed once the ſatisfaction of hearing that the 15 of | 
Spain was confined in the poxt-of Cadiz, unprovided with proviſions, 
and it was raſhly reported that means would either be found of de- 
ſtroying them in the harbour, or that they would be ſhut up in that 
nfruitful part of the country, till 80 ſhould be obliged to diſband 
their crews. wy 
We therefore, Sir, bore wich patience Vi daily wk. of our 
rade, in expectation of the entire deſtruction of the royal navy of 
it was pain, which would reduce them to deſpair of reſiſtance, and compel 
Cailots them to implore peace. But while we were flattering ourſelves with 
ement ¶choſe pleaſing dreams, we were wakened on a ſudden with an aſtoniſh- 
e pri- Ning account that the Spaniards had left Cadiz, and without any in- 
atroul, ¶ terruption from the Britons, were taking in proviſions at Ferrol. 
Dnvors BF This diſappointment of our expectations did indeed diſcourage us, 
but not deprive us of hope; we knew that the moſt politic are ſome- 
Ame · ¶ times deceived, and that the moſt vigilant may fometimes relax their 
jences attention; we did not expect in our commanders any exemption from 
ki Var, I, | G 1 human 
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ot enabled to attack our deute e at lealt an 
curing their 6wn. | N 
At length, Sir, leſt it ſhould be indifpurably belkehr that our mi- 
iſter was in confederacy with the Spaniards, it was determined, that 
heir American territories ſhould be invaded ; but care was taken to 
ſappoint the ſucceſs of the expedition by employing new raifed 
coops, and officers without experience, and. to make it burthenſome 
o the nation by a double number of officers, of which no uſe could 
e diſcovered, but that of increaſing the influence, and multiplying 
e dependants of the miniſtry. 
It was not thought ſufficient, Sir, to favour the deſigns of the 
Spaniards by the delay which the levy of new troops neceſſarily pro- 
luced, and to encourage them by the probability of an eaſy reſiſtance 
gainſt raw forces; nor was the nation, in the opinion of the miniſ- 
er, puniſhed for its rebellion againſt him with adequate ſeverity, by 
eing condemned to ſupport a double number of troops. Some other 
nethods were to be uſed for embarraſſing our * preparations and pro- 
acting the war, . 
The troops, therefore, Sir, beg by the accident of a Bar winter 
ore ſpeedily raiſed than it was reaſonable to expect, were detained in 
his iſland for ſeveral months, upon trivial pretences ; and were at 
length ſuffered to embark at a time when it was well known that they | 
vould have much more formidable enemies than the Spaniards to en- 
ounter ; when the unhealthy. ſeaſon of the American climate muſt 
eceſſarily deſtroy them by thouſands ; when the air itſelf was porn, 
tion of Wnd to be wounded certainly death. . 
aniards Theſe were the hardſhips to which part of our ar fellow-ſubjedts have 
age deen expoſed by the tyranny of the miniſter; hardſhips which caution 
| ould not obviate, nor bravery ſurmount ; they were ſent to combat 
a, au With nature, to encounter with the blaſts of diſeaſe, and to make war 
ng tie W-oainſt the elements. They were ſent to feed the vultures of Ame- 
d, nor rea, and to gratify the Spaniards with an eaſy conqueſt. 
fon to In the paſſage the General died, and the command devolved upon a 
1derful Aman who had never ſeen an enemy, and was therefore only a ſpecula- 
efeatel Wtive warrior ; an accident, which as it was not unlikely to happen, 
ould have been provided againſt by any miniſter who wiſhed for = 
Tepait Wfucceſs. The melancholy event of this expedition I need not men- 
for ces tion, it was fuch as might be reaſonably expected; when our troops 
were were ſent out without diſcipline, without commanders, into a country 
my | G 2 where 
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where even the dews are fatal againſt enemies informed of theit ap 
proach, ſecured by fortifications, inured to the climate, well Provide 
and. ſkilfully commanded. K | 
In the mean time, Sir, it is not to be forgotten what depredation 
were made upon our trading veſſels, with what inſolence ſhips of ven 
: little force, approached our coaſts, and ſeized our merchants in 
ſight of our fortifications ; it is not to be forgotten that the condy 
of ſome of thoſe who owed their revenues and power to en 
gave yet ſtronger proofs of a combination, 


TN 
It is not to be forgotten with what: effrontery the loſſes of © our me: Es 
chants were ridiculed, with what contemptuous. triumph of reve Upon 
they were charged wok the guilt of this fatal war, and how publich me the 
they were condemned to ſuffer for their folly. reparatio 
For this reaſon, Sir, thay were either realy the ge of con ve docks 
voys, or ſorſaken in the moſt dangerous parts of the ſea, by thoſe Me the 
whoſe protection they were, in appearance, committed. „For tin... naval 
reaſon, they were either hindered from engaging in their voyage hy hing but 
the loſs of thoſe men who were detained unactive in the ſhips of wa, and how 
or deprived of their crews upon the high ſeas, or ſuffered to \proced rent ma 
only to become 2 prey to the Spaniards. they did 1 
But it was not, Sir, a ſufficient gratification of our r implacatk only to e 
. that the merchants were diſtreſſed for alarming the nationjWMW: 1-116. 
it was thought likewiſe neceſſary to puniſh the people for believing When 
too eaſily the reports of the merchants, and to warn them for e rmed t 
again daring to imagine themſelves able to diſcern their own inte reh Houbted 
or to preſcribe other meaſures to the miniſters, than they ſhould be dey expe 
themſelves inclined to purſue ; our miniſter was reſolved to ſben the deme 
them, by a maſter-ſtroke, that it was in his power to diſappoint theilt ed cl 


deſires by ſeeming to comply, and to deſtroy their commerce au... a. 
their happineſs, by the. very means by which they hoped to ſecu i whe; 
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them, count w 

For this purpoſe, Sir, did hes great man Td all his poli adtion, o 

ticks together, and call to council all his confidents and all his de- in, that 

pendants, and it was at length, after mature deliberation, determined But, 

| by their united wiſdom, to put more ſhips into commiſſion, to agg and it; 

0 vate the terrors of the impreſs by new violence and ſeverity, to du {rvices, 
0 the ſailors by the promiſe of large rewards from the ſervice of ti conce 
il | merchants, to collect a mighty fleet, and to diſpatch it on 2 fecrt Such 
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Ä A ſecret expedition, Sir, is a new term of miniſterial art, a term 


hich may have been perhaps formerly made uſe of by ſoldiers, for a 
eſign to be executed without giving the enemy an opportunity of 


redation roviding for their defence; but is now uſed for a deſign with which 
s of "We enemy is better acquainted than thoſe to whom the execution of it 
ny, ＋ committed. A ſecret expedition is now an expedition of which 
CO ut 


miniſte Aken. It is a kind of naval review, which excels thoſe of the Park 


n magnificence nt en but is equally OY and 0 
idiculous. ö 

Upon theſe bcret e ee e were fixed for a long 
ime the expectations of the people; they ſaw all the appearances of 
reparation for real war; they were informed, that the workmen in 
he docks were retained by uncommon wages to do double duty; they 
aw the moſt ſpecious encouragements offered to the ſailors; they 
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hing but the proof of new cannon, and new contracts for proviſion z 
ind how much reaſon ſoever they had to queſtion the ſincerity of the 
great man who had ſo long engroſſed the management of all affairs, 
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ridicule, 


When therefore, - Us after” as uſual 8 2 papers had i in- 


doubted that the Spaniards were to be reduced to our own terms; 
they expected to be told in a few days, of the deſtruction of fleets, 
the demolition of caſtles, and the plunder of cities; and every one 
envied the fortune of thoſe who, by being admitted into their formi- 
dable fleet, were entitled to the treaſures of ſuch wealthy enemies. 
cur When they had for ſome time indulged theſe expectations, an ac- 
count was brought, that the fleet was returned without the leaſt 


- i action, or the leaſt attempt, and that new proviſions were to be taken 
85 in, that they might ſet out upon another ſecret expedition. | 

mi Bot, Sir, this wonder-working term had now loft its efficacy, 
*. and it was diſcovered, that ſecret expeditions, like all other ſecret 


rroices, were only expedients to drain the money of the people, and 


Such has been the conduct for which we are deſired to n 
tanks in an humble and dutiful Addreſs, ſuch are the dn, 
G 3 which 
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yery one knows the deſign, but thoſe at whoſe expence it is under- 


aw naval ſtores accumulated with the utmoſt induſtry, heard of no- 


they did not imagine that he was yet ſo abandoned to levy forces 
only to exhauſt their en and "uw W ER to > expoſe theak's to 


formed the people that the great fleet was ſailed, they no longer 


LY 


to conceal the ignorance or villainy of the miniſter. Q 
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which we are to recommend to the approbation of our conſtituey That 
and ſuch the ene upon which we aſt PIO genied; b 
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ſovereign. : 
For my part, Sir, 1 cannot hav think that ſence ! is a 45 to 


gentle of that wickedneſs which no language can exaggerate, u 
for which, as it has perhaps no example, human kind have not jy 
provided a name. Murder, parricide, and treaſon, are modeſt ;. 
pellations | when referred to that conduct by which a King is be. 
trayed, and a nation ruined, under pretence of promoting its i- 
tereſt, by a man truſted, with the adminiſtration of public affairs. 
Let us therefore, Sir, if it be thought not proper to lay before hi 
Majeſty the ſentiments of his people in their full extent, at leaſt ng 
endeavour to conceal them from him ; let us at leaſt addreſs him i 
ſuch a manner as may give him ſome occaſion to enquire into the 
late: tranſactions, which have for many years been ons that to ens 
_—__ into them is to condemn them. 

Sir RonERRT WALPOLE roſe. again, and poke to Ah | effect — 
Six, Though I am far from being either confounded or intimidate 


by this atrocious charge; though I am confident, that all the mei Lam v 
ſures which have been fo clamorouſly cenſured, will admit of a ven aatisfed x 
eaſy. vindication, and that whenever they are explained they will of the o. 
approved; yet as an accuſation ſo complicated cannot be confuts general: 
without a long recapitulation of paſt events, and a deduction «enquiry, 
many particular circumſtances, ſome of which may require evidence, ¶ accuſed 1 
and ſome a very minute and prolix explication, I cannot think thi | nation, 
@ proper day fox engaging in the controverly, becauſe it is my interel WF { The 
that it may be accurately diſcuſſed. Mr, 1 
At preſent, Sir, I ſhall content myſelf with bare areas like I de confi 
thoſe of him by whom I am accuſed, and hope they will not be heard Ml motion, 
with leſs attention, or received with leſs belief. For ſurely it was Wi the 2 7ſt 
never denied to any man to defend himſelf with the ſame e Houſe, 
with which he is attacked. | came, 8 
I ſhall therefore, Sir, make no ſeruple to aſſert, that the treaſur was to 
of the public has been employed with the utmoſt frugality to promote the ſtate 
the purpoſes for which it was granted; that our foreign affairs have of that 
| been tranſafted with the utmoſt fidelity, in purſuance of long con- Sir Rot 
fultations ; and ſhall venture to add, that our ſucceſs has not been MW Treaſur 
ſuch 48 po to 80 my ſuſpicion of negli gence or treachery. chequer 
| That Earl of 
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lenied ; but what war has been one continued ſeries of ſucceſs? In 


clebrated, did no deſigns miſcarry ? If we conquered. at Ramillies, 
ere we not in our turn beaten at Almanza? If we deſtroyed the 


ſince the ſufferings of our merchants, have been mentioned with fo 
much acrimony, do not the liſts of the ſhips taken in that war, prove 
that the depredations' of privateers cannot be entirely prevented? 
The diſappointment, Sir, of the public expectation by the return 
of the fleets, has been charged upon the adminiſtration, as a crime 
00 enormous to be mentioned without horror and deteſtation. That 


preſetibe the courſe of the wind, is a ſuſficient proof of their negli- 
gence and weakneſs: with as much juſtice is it charged upon them, 
that the expectations of the populace, which they did not raiſe, and 
fect co which perhaps the conqueſt of a kingdom bad not n equal, 
midatel N failed of being 'gratified. 45 
1e mes. I am very far from hoping or Jefiring that thy Houſe: - ads be 
a ve atsfed with a defence like this; I know, by obſerving the praRtice 
will Wh of the opponents of the miniſtry, what fallacy may be concealed in 
onfutei WW general aſſertions, and am ſo far from wiſhing to evade àa more exact 
tion a enquiry, that if the Gentleman who has thus publicly and confidently 
dence, Wi accuſed the miniſtry, will name a day for men the * of = 
nk this nation, I will ſecond his motion. 

ntereſ I [The Addreſs was at length agreed to, withoud «diviſion e 

| Mr. PULTENEyY then moved, That the ſtate of the nation ſhould 
be conſidered ſix weeks hence; Sir Robert Walpole ſeconded the 
motion, and it was unanimouſly agreed, That this Houſe will, on 
the 21ſt of next month, reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe, to conſider of the ſtate of the nation. But when that day 
came, Sir Robert Walpole having been able to defeat a motion which 


of that day, both Houſes adjourned for fourteen days, during which 
dir Robert Walpole reſigned his employments of Firſt Lord of the 
Treaſury, and Chancellor and Under Treaſurer of his Majeſty's Ex- 


Earl of Orford, 


That our deſign againſt Carthagena was defeated, cannot be 


te late war with France, of which the conduct has been fo laviſhly N 


French ſhips, was it not always with ſome loſs of our own? And 


he miniſtry have not the elements in their power, that they do not 


was to refer ſome: papers to a ſecret committee, the conſideration of 
the ſtate of the nation was put off for a fortnight ; but on the eve 


chequer; and was created a Peer, by che title of Lord Walpole, and | 
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HO mn 97 OF COMMONS. 


March 9 1741- 2. 


On a Mii fr enguiring into the Condutt of Si at home an 
| abroad, daring the ff e n | 


Lord danvet roſe, and ſpoke in the nen manner 8 

| 4 Jam about to offer to the Houſe: a motion of the higheſt impor. 
tance to the honour and happineſs of our country, to the preſervatiq 
of our privileges, and the continuance of our conſtitution, I make 
no doubt of a candid attention from this Aſſembly, and hope for ſu 
.a determination as ſhall be the reſult not of external menen but 
of rea] conviction. 5 

I cannot but congratulate myſelf and all jovers of chair country, 
chat we ate arrived at a time, in which ſuch hopes may be rational) 
indulged, that we ſhall ſoon ſee the triumph of liberty, and the reno 
vation of ſenatorial freedom. It is not without the higheſt ſatisfav 
tion, that I find my life protracted to that happy day, in which the 
yoke of dependence has been ſhaken off, and the ſhackles of oppreflion 
have been broken; in which truth and juitice have once more raiſe 
up their heads, and obtained that regard, which had ſo long beet 
paid to ſplendid wickedneſs and ſucgeſsſul rapine. 

The time is now paſt, in which it was meritorious to hajden the 
heart againft pity, ànd the forehead againſt ſhame ; to plunder the 
people by needleſs taxes, and inſult them hy diſplaying their ſpoik 
before their eyes, in luxurious riot, and boundleſs magnificence; 
When the certain method of obtaining what the greateſt part, even 

of good men, cannot but ſometimes wiſh to acquire, intereſt, afflu- 

ence, and honour, was an implicit reſignation to authority, a deſet- 
tion of all principles, defiance of all cenſure, and an open declaration 
againſt any other motives of action, than the ſale pleaſure of an arb. 
trary miniſter. R 

It is now, Sir, ng longer ROW PROP a6 an inge of diſaffecdic 
to the government, to repreſent the miſeries and declare the opinions 
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the people; to propoſe their intereſt as the great baſis of govern- 
ent, the general end of ſociety, and the parent of law. It is now 
o longer criminal to affirm; that they have a right to complain when 
ey are in their own opinion injured, and to be heard when they 
Jomplain. It may now be with ſufety aſſerted, that thoſe ho ſwell 
ith the pride of office, and glitter with the magnificence of a court. 
owever: they may diſplay their affluence, or boaſt their titles, with 
Fhatever contempt they may have learned of late to look upon their 
ellow-ſubjects, who have no poſſeſſions but what they have obtained 
y their induſtry, nor any honours but what are voluntarily paid to 
heir underſtanding and their virtue; with whatever authority they 
ay dictate to their dependents, ht whatever reverence they may 
xact from a long ſubordination of hirelings, are, amidſt all their 
pomp and influence, only the ſervants of the people, entruſted by 
hem with the adminiſtration of their nn and nn to _ 
for the abuſe of truſt, 7 wig 

That truſts of the higheſt eG hom dio longabaſ, — 
the ſervants of the people, having long thought themſelves out of the 
ountty reach of juſtice, and above examination, have very ill diſcharged the 
tional ofices in which they have been engaged, that the public advantage 
e reno has been wholly diſregarded, that treaties have been concluded with» 
atisfac- WY out any regard to the intereſt of Britain, and that out foreign and 
ch the domeſtic affairs have been managed with equal ignorance, negligence, 
reſſa if or wickedneſs; the preſent” ſtate of Europe, and the calamitics of 
- raiſed this country, will ſufficiently inform us. 
been If we ſurvey the condition of foreign nations, we ſhall find, chat 
the power and dominions of the family of Bourbon, a family which 
has never had any other deſigns than the extirpation of true religion, 
and the uniyerſal {lavery of mankind, have been daily increaſed. 
We ſhall find that they have increaſed by the declenſion of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, which, degties and our intereſt engage us to 
ſupport. 

But had their acquiſitions og made only by the force- of arms, 
deſer- BF had they grown ſtronger only by victories, and more wealthy only by 
-ation MW plunder, our miniſters might with ſome appearance of reaſon have 
arb: imputed their ſueceſs to accident, and informed us, that we. gained 
| in the mean time a ſufficient counterbalance to thoſe advantages, by 
im an uninterrupted commerce, and by the felicity of peace; peace 
noo WW which in every nation has been found to produce affluence, and of 
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which the wiſeſt men have en ws it could. —_— 
_ purchaſed, + 

But peace has in this nation, bet the . N «ad 
- e been the parent of poverty and miſery; ne hive egf 
far from finding our commerce extended by it, that we have e 
it only by a contemptible patience of the moſt open — 
by a long connivance' at piracy, and by a continued fubmiſfony 
infults, which no other nation would have borne. 

We have been ſo far from ſeeing any part of our Os: 
that we have been loaded with more rigorous exactions to ſupport th 
expences of peace, than were found neceſſary to defray the chargg 

of a war againſt thoſe, whoſe opulence and nr incited _ 
aſpire to the dominion of the world. 

How theſe taxes have been — avid * n ws be 
neglected, why our allies have been betrayed, and why the ancien 


enemies of our country have been ſuffered to grow powerful by be public 
connivances, it is now time to examine; and therefore I mog vorals of 
That a committee be appointed to enquire into the conduct of at towerin 
at home and abroad during the laſt twenty years. een carr 
Sir Joan ST, AuBiN then ſpoke as follows: —Sir, I "Y up table ſyſt 
fecond this motion; and, as the noble Lord has opened it in ſo ful ſſuming, 
and proper a manner, and as I do not doubt but that other Gentlemi ernment 
are ready to ſupport it, more practiſed in ſpeaking, of greater abilit In this 


and authority than myſelf, I am the leſs anxious about the injury M meanly r: 
may receive from the part I bear in it. I think the propoſition is man: wi 
evident, that it wants no enforcement; it comes to you from the ouſly pati 
voice of the nation, which, thank God, has at 2 found n fully neg] 
within theſe walls. 1 914 moſt am 

Innocence is of (6 delicate a nature, that it cannot bear ſuſpicion, [treaties | 
and therefore will defire enquiry; becauſe it will always be juſtified ¶ tat pow 
by it. Guilt, from its own conſciouſneſs, will uſe ſubterfuges, and f/ It is 
to concealment; and the more righteous and*authoritative the en- eſpecially 
'quiry, the more it will be avoided ; becauſe the greater will be the Wl favour. 
dread of puniſhment. jeſty has 

In private life, I am contented with men's virtues only, without ¶ opinion + 
ſeeking for opportunities of blame. In a public character, when WM very hig 
national grievances cry aloud for enquiry and juſtice, it is our duty his ſerva 
to purſue all the footſteps of guilt ; and the loud, the pathetic appeal WW unfavou 
of my conſtituents, is more forcibly perſuaſive than any motive of Wl picion v 
privat 
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tivate tenderneſs. This appeal is not the clamour of faction, art- 
lly raifed to diſturb the operation of government, violent fora 
ile, and ſoon to be appeaſod. It is the complaint of long and 
nt ſufferings, a complaint not to be ſilenced; and which all en- 
ROY to ſuppreſs. it, woultl only make more importunate and 
\morous. It is the ſolemn appeal of the whole people, af the united 
ody of our conſtituents, in this time of national calamity, earneſtly 
ſeeching you, in à legal parliamentary way, to redreis their griev- 
nces, to revive your ancient right of enquiry, to explore the moſt 
emote and hidden ſources of iniquity, to detect the bold authors 
f their diſtreſs, that they may be made examples of national juſtice.” 
It is to you they appeal, the true, the genuine repreſentative of 
he people. Not like former parliaments, an inſtrument of fate," the 
roperty of a miniſter, purchaſed by the miſſionaries of corruption, 
rho have been diſperſed through the kingdom, and furniſhed: with 
je public money to invade all natural intereſt, by poiſoning the 
norals of the people. Upon this rotten foundation has been erected 
towering fabric of corruption: a moſt dangerous conſpiracy has 
een carried on againſt the very eſſence of our conſtitution, a formi- 
able ſyſtem of miniſterial power has been formed, fallaciouſſy 
fuming, under gry gt PEO the name of N r go- 
ernment. 

In this ſyſtem 1 we have ben the ſeveral offices of ee 
meanly reſolving themſelves under the direction and controul of one 
man: while this ſcheme was purſued, the nation has been inglori- 
ouſly patient of foreign indignities ; our trade has been moſt ſhame- 
fully neglected, or baſely betrayed ; a war with an impotent enemy, 
moſt amply provided for, unſucceſsfully carried on; the faith gf 
[treaties broke; our natural allies deſerted, and weakened even by 
that power, which we now dread for want of their aſſiſtance. 
It is not the bare removal from office that will ſatisfy the nation, 
eſpecially if ſuch removal is dignified with the higheſt marks of royal 
favour. This only gives mankind a reaſonable fear, that his Ma- 
jeſty has rather condeſcended to the importunities, than adopted the 
opinion of his people. It is indeed a moſt gracious condeſcenſion, a 
when very high inftance of his Majeſty's juſt intentions to remove any of 
duty bis ſervants upon national ſuſpicion; but it will give his Majeſty a moſt 
ppea Bi unfavourable opinion of his people, if he is not fatisfied that this ſuſ- 
ve af picion was juſt. It is the unfortunate ſituation of arbitrary Kings, 
1vate | that 
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that they know the ſentiments of their people only from whiſperersi 
their- cloſet. Our | monarchy has ſecurer (eſtabliſhments, 0 
Sovereign is always:ſure of knowing the true ſenſe of his people, hy 
cauſe he may ſee it through the proper, the conſtitutional medium 
but then this medium muſt be pure, it muſt tranſmit every obje& j 
its real form and its natural colours. This is all that is now cox 


tended for. Vou are called to the: exerciſe of your juſt right of e often 
quiry, that his Majeſty e ſee what reaſon 3 is for ha green bitacles v 
inquietude, _ | nſhaken a 
This motion is of a nd nature, whom it may more particu dvantages 
himerical 


affect, I ſhall not determine. But there is a great perſon, lately i 
the head of the adminiſtration, who ſtands foremoſt, the principſ 
object of national ſuſpicion. He ſurely will not decline this enquiry 
it is his own propoſition, he has frequently in the name of the whok 
adminiſtration thrown down his gauntlet here, has deſired your en- 
quiries, and has reſted his fate on your juſtice. The nation accept 
the challenge, they join iſſue with him, they are now deſirous ty 
bring this great cauſe in judgment before vou. 

It muſt be imputed to the long intermiſſion of this right of enquiry; 
that the people have now this cauſe of complaint ; 3 had the admin. 
ſtration of this great perſon been ſubmitted: to the conſtitution 
controuls, had his conduct undergone ſtrict and frequent enquiries, 
he had parts and abilities to have done great honour and ſervice to 
this country, But the will, uncontrouled, for ever muſt and wil 
produce ſecurity and wantonneſs; nor can moderation and do 
power ſubſiſt long together. 

In vain do we admire the outlines. of our, conſtitution, i in vain di 
we boaſt of thoſe wiſe and ſalutary reſtraints, which our anceſtors, 
at the expence of their blood and treaſure, have wiſely impoſed upon 
monarchy itſelf, if it is to be a conſtitution in theory only, if this F 
evaſive doctrine is to be admitted, that a fellow-ſubje& of our own, Ml Such, 
perhaps of the loweſt rank among us, may be delegated by the incellant. 
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Crown to exerciſe the adminiſtration of government, with abſolute, to the rer 
uncontroulable dominion over us ;- which muſt be the caſe, if mini- the degre 
ſterial conduct is not liable to parliamentary enquiries, among th 
If I did not think this motion agreeable to the rules and proceed. rather. th 
ings” of the Senate, if I thought it was meant to introduce any pro- proofs of 
cedure which was not ſtrictly conſonant to the laws and conſtitution this mn 
echo 


of my | lia I do moſt ſolemnly proteſt I would be againſt it. 
| But 
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ut as Lapprehend it to ariſe n the nature and ſpirit» of our 
nftitution,/ as it will defend the innocent, and can be detrimental 
ly to the guilty, I do. moſt heartily ſecond; the motion. 

The Hon. HENRY PELHAM- oppoſed the motion to the a 
ect ;—Six, If it was not daily to be obſerved, how much the minds 
the wiſeſt and moſt moderate men are elated with ſuccels, and 


OW cons | 
t of ee often thoſe, who have been able to ſurmount the ſtrongeſt 
ditacles with unwearied diligence, and to preſerve their fortitude - 


Seneri : | ; l 
N nſhaken amidſt hourly diſappointments, have been betrayed byſlight 


ticuaiantages into indecent exultations, unreaſonable confidence, and 
lately a himerical hopes; had I not long remarked the. infatuation of proſ- 
rincipd rity, and the pride of triumph, I ſhould not have heard the motion 
2nquir hich has been now made without aſtoniſhment. | 

e wha It bas been long the buſineſs or the amuſement of the 8 
our e, o, having for ſome time conferred upon themſelves the venerable 


itles of patriots, advocates for the people, and defenders of the con- 
itution, have at length perſuaded part of the nation to dignify them 
yith the ſame. appellation, to diſplay in the moſt pathetic language, 
nd aggravate with the moſt hyperbolical exaggerations, the wanton- 
els with which the late miniſtry exerciſed their power, the exorbi- 
ance of their demands, and the violence of their meaſures. They 
ave indulged their imaginations, which have always been ſufficiently 
ruitful in ſatire and invectiye, by repreſenting them as men in whom 
all regard to decency or reputation was extinguiſhed, men who no 
longer ſubmitted to wear the maſk of hypocriſy, or thought the eſteem 
of mankind worth their care; who had ceaſed to profeſs, any regard 
ain do to the welfare of their country, or any deſire of advancing the public 
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eftors, bappineſs; and who no longer deſired any other effects of their 
4 upon power, than the ee of themſelves and the dong of their 
if this eppenents. | | 
own, MW Such, Sir, has been the 3 of the ates, which, by the 
yy the inceſſant endeavours of theſe diſintereſted patriots, has been carried 
olute, to the remoteſt corners of the empire, and diſſeminated through all 


the degrees of the people. Every man, whom they could enliſt 

among their pupils, whom they could: perſuade to ſee with their eyes, 

rather than his own, and who was not ſo ſtubborn as to require 

proofs of their aſſertions, and reaſons of their conduct; every man 

who, having no ſentiments of his own, hoped to become important 

by echoing, thoſe of his inſtructors, was taught to think and to ſay, 
| that 


mini- 
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mat the court was filled with hen emreptben; that the great it wilt une 
and the wiſeſt men of the kingdom ſet themſelves publicly ts I poſterity, 
and held an open traffic for votes and places; that whoever engag xy embrac 
in the party of the miniſter, declared himſelf ready to ſupport HM berity ot 
cauſe againſt truth, and reaſon, and convidtion, a and was no 7 loop mw Againſt 2 

under the reſtraint of ſhame or virtue. airs for Fu 

Theſe aſſertions, hardy as they were, they . te Beh cedent'z 
by inſtances of meaſures, which they: deſcribed as having 8 00 er produc 
tendency, than to advance the court to abſolute authority, to eriſlaj bted by 
the nation, or to betray it: and more happily would they have prag unt y has 
gated their ſyſtem, and mueh ſooner would they have obtained I fecurin 
general declaration of the people in their ere had —_ Toad a nſtituents 
to have produced a motion like this. elled in | 

Should the influence of theſe men increaſe, ſhould they Ser ft ped it v 
in the poſſeſſion of their power, by any new methods of deluding tht ted. 
people, what wonderful expedients, what unheard-of methods oily What th 
government may not be expected from them? What degrees of vio". nor in 
lence may they not be ſuppoſed to practiſe, who have fluſhed thi is? Was 
new authority by a motion which was never projected ſince the fit, nor 
exiftence of our government, or offered by the moſt arbitrary min: od, and 
er in all the confidence of an eſtabliſned majority. atriotiſm | 

It may perhaps be imagined by many of thoſe who are unacquaintel ith the d 

: with fenatorial affairs, as many of the Members of this Houſe mij It cann 
without any reproach be ſuppoſed to be, that I have made uſe d wever g 
thoſe arts againſt the patriots which they have fo long practiſed again hich eſc 
the court; that I have exaggerated the enormity of the motion by" the fl 
unjuſt compariſons, or rhetorical flights ; and that there will be nei. nowledge 
ther- danger nor inconvenience in complying with it to any but hot: k che int 

who have betrayed their truſt, or neglected their duty. aſt, mig! 

I doubt not, but many of thoſe with whom this motion has beet I me; anc 
concerted, have approved it without ſeeing all its confequences ; an effect 
have been betrayed into that approbation by a laudable zeal for theit And in 
country, and an honeſt indignation againſt corruption and treachery, aft is ſuc 
dy a virtuous deſire of detecting wickedneſs, and of ing. out if being 
conſtitution from any future dangers or attacks, ad he no 
For the fake therefore of theſe Gentlemen, whom 1 cannot but! the ſec 
ſuppoſe willing to follow the dictates of their own conſciences, and it is 
to act upon juſt motives,” I ſhall endeavour to lay open the nature uted, an 
this extraordinary motion; and doubt not but that when they find it, Metriment 

| ag as 
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+ will unqueſtionably appear, unreaſonable in itſelf, and dangerous 
poſterity, they will change their opinion for the ſame reaſons as 
y embraced it, and ae the ee os ne to the 


ſperity of their part. 
Againſt an enquiry ee all reign 3 9 


nirs for toenty years paſt, it is no weak argument that it is without 
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cedent'; that neither the zeal of patriotiſm, nor the rage of faction, 
no other produced ſuch a motion in any former age. It cannot be 


ntry has produced m equally deſirous of detecting wickedneſs, 


e prop 
rained WS ſecuring liberty, thoſe who are now congratulating their 
nftituents on the ſucceſs of their labours; and that faction has 


een all | 
ff elled in former times to a W ich it may reaſonably be 


v ſecure 


ped it will never arrive n tis too evident to be contro- 
ling HM red. | 
nods What then can we ſuppoſe was the . that neither 3 
of vn, nor integrity, nor reſentment, ever before directed a motion like 


is? Was it not, becauſe it neither will ſerve. the -purpoſes of ho- 
ſty, nor wickedneſs; that it would have defeated the deſigns of 
ood, and betrayed thoſe of bad men; that it would have given 
n an appearance of faction, 1 than have veſted faction 
ith the diſguiſe of patriotiſm. 

It cannot be ſuppoſed, that the ſagacity of theſe Gentlemen, 


ed thei 
the fil 


V mini- 


uainte( 


uſe of ovcver great, has enabled them to diſcover a method of proceeding 
again hich eſcaped the penetration of our anceſtors, ſo long celebrated 
ion Hr the flrength of their underſtanding, and the extent of their 
e nei. Mnowledge. For it is evident, that without any uncommon. effort 


f the · intellectual faculties, he that propoſes an enquiry for a year 
aſt, might have made the ſame propoſal with regard to a longer 


> bees ime; and it is therefore probable, that the limitation of the term is 
ae effect of his knowledge, rather than of his ignorance. . | 7 
theit And indeed the abſurdity of an univerſal enquiry for twenty years 


aſt is ſuch, that no man whoſe ftation has given him opportunities 
ff being acquainted with public buſineſs, could have propoſed it, 
ad he not been miſ-led by the vehemence of reſentment, or biaſſed 
che ſecret operation of ſome motives different from public good; 
it is no leſs than = propoſal for an attempt impoſlible to be exe - 
uted, and of which the en if . be 2 would * 
Ktrimental to the pub lie. Ferme 
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Were our nation, Sir, like ſome of the inland ee, | ſees the 
continent, or the barbarous empire of Japan, without commer ceſſary 1 
without alliances, without taxes, and without competition ch mul 
other nations; did we depend only on the product of our own ſoil i Mreign co 
ſupport us, and the ſtrength of our own arms to defend us, with eſtic exp: 
any intercourſe with diſtant empire, or any ſolicitude about for doomed 

affairs, were the ſame meaſures uniformly purſued, the governmey is conditi 
ſupported by the ſame revenues, and adminiſtered with; the ſanl&-olute in 
views, it might not be ĩmpracticable to examine the conduq iMWarriotiſm, 
affairs; both foreign and domeſtic, for twenty years; becauſe eva If it be 
year would afford only a tranſcript of the accounts of the laſt. muſt be 

But how different is the ſtate of Britain, a nation whoſe traffe Maries up 

extended over the earth, whoſe revenues are every year different, hay be re: 
differently applied, which is daily engaging in new treaties of e can ex 
liance, or forming new regulations of trade with almoſt ei ore num: 
nation, however diſtant, which has undertaken the arduous and inhithout ex 
tricate employments of ſuperintending the intereſts of all forcigniſears paſt, 
empires, and maintaining the equipoiſe of the French powers, whidſþ come; 

receives ambaſſadors from all the neighbouring — and extenuihave giver 
its regard to the limits of the world. N e remove 

In ſuch a nation, every year produces negotiations of peace, « rſecution 

Preparations for war, new ſchemes and different meaſures, by wid But if i 
expences are ſometimes increaſed, and ſometimes retrenched. M gaged in 
ſuch a nation, every thing is in a ſtate of perpetual viciſſitude; bnd extent 
cauſe its meaſures are ſeldom the effects of choice, but of neceſlity{ſoſible, th 
ariſing from the change of conduct in other powers. bour of 1 
Nor is the multiplicity and intricacy of our domeſtic affairs EH Hill produc 
remarkable or particular. It is too well known that our debts 2 urioſity, 2 
great, and our taxes-numerous ; that our funds, appropriated to pa. Ne about t 
ticular purpoſes, are at ſome times deficient, and at others redu- Nan that 

dant; and that therefore the money ariſing from the ſame impoſts, Mblic. 
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differently applied in diſterent years. To aſſert that this AuCtuation 
produces intricacy, may be imagined a cenſure. of thoſe to whob 
care our accounts are committed; but ſurely it muſt be owned, tha 
our accounts are made neceſſarily leſs uniform and regular, and ſuc 
as muſt require a longer time for a complete examination. 

- Whoever ſhall ſet his foot in our offices, and obſerve the numbe 
of papers with which the tranſactions of the laſt twenty years bat 


filed them, will not necd any arguments againft this motion, When Vo T, I; 
. | ; _ 


ARCH ( 
s- of of. bes the number of writings which ſuch an enquiry will make 
miner: ccſlary to be peruſed, compared, and extracted, the accounts 
nich muſt be examined and oppoſed to others, the intelligence from 
reign courts which muſt be conſidered, and the eſtimates of do- 
 Witholcftic expences which muſt be diſcuſſed ; he will own, that whoever 
t foren i doomed to the taſk of this enquiry, would be happy in exchanging 
ernmei s condition with that of the miners of America, and that the moſt 
he ſalute induſtry, however excited by ambition, or animated by 
ndut Mtriotiſm, muſt fink under the weight of endleſs labour. LG 
iſe eye If it be conſidered how many are employed in the. public offices, 
muſt be confeſſed either that the national treaſure is ſquandered in, 
laries upon men who have no employment, or that twenty years 
ay be reaſonably ſuppoſed to produce more papers than a'commit- 
ecan examine; and, indeed, if the committee of enquiry be not 
ore numerous than has ever been appointed, it may be aſſerted, 
ſithout exaggeration, that the enquiry into our affairs for twenty 
foreig ears paſt, will not be accurately performed in leſs than twenty years 
„ which come; in which time thoſe whoſe conduct is now ſuppoſed to 
extenhWave given the chief occaſion to this motion, may be expected to 
e removed for ever from the malice of N and the rage of 
rſecution. | 
But if it ſhould be imagined by thoſe who, having never been 
neaged in public affairs, cannot properly judge of their intricacy 
nd extent, that ſuch an enquiry is in reality ſo far from being im- 
oſſible, that it is only the work of a few months, and that the 
bour of it will be amply recompenſed by the diſcoveries which it 
ill produce, let them but fo long ſuſpend the gratification of their 
bts arWurioſity, as to conſider the nature of that demand by which they 
to pa. re about to ſatisfy it. A demand by which nothing Jeſs is required 
redun-Wan that all the ſecrets of our government ſhould be made 
zofts, Public. 
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It is known in deat to every man, whoſe employment or amuſe- 
ent it has been to conſider the ſtate of the French kingdoms, that 
laſt twenty years have been a time not of war, but of negotia- 


ons; a period crowned with projects, and mackinations often more 
W-"gcrous than violence and invaſions; and that theſe projects have 
numbetWcen counteracted by oppoſite ſchemes, that treaties have been de- 
s babe ted by treaties, and one alliance overbalanced by another. 
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Such a train of tranſactions, in which almoſt every court of Fry 
has been engaged, muſt have given occaſion to many private ca 

ferences, and ſecret negotiations ; many defigns muſt have been d 
covered by informers who gave their intelligence at the hazard! 
their lives, and been defeated ſometimes by ſecret ſtipulations, ay 
ſometimes by a judicious diſtribution of money to thoſe who g 
ſided in ſenates or councils. 
© Every man muſt immediately be convinced, that by the eng 
now propoſed, all theſe ſecrets will be brought to light; that oy 
prince will be informed of the treachery of his ſervants, and anc 
ſee his own cowardice or venality expoſed to the world. It is ply 
that the channels of intelligence will be for ever ſtopped, and t 
no prince will enter into private treaties with a monarch who i 
denied by the conſtitution of his empire, the privilege of concealin 
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his own meaſures, It is evident, that our enemies may hereaſu nan will 1 
plot our ruin in full ſecurity, and that our n will no longer e ugnht to b 
us with confidence. hat the di 


x2minatic 
hoſe diffic 
de attemf 
hanged, 
Mr. F. 
ith cont 
he comr 
andour a 
love of tr 
deſigns, \ 
ances, Al 


Since therefore the enquiry x Row demanded is impoſible, the mo« 
tion ought to be rejected; as it can have no other tendency than u 
expoſe the ſenate and the nation to ridicule ; and ſince if it could i 
performed, it would produce conſequences fatal to our governmenk 
as it would expoſe our moſt. ſecret meaſures to our enemies, al 
weaken the confidence of our allies. I hope every man who regard 
either his own reputation, or that of the ſenate, or profeſſes any {t 
licitude for the public good, will oppoſe the motion. 

Lord nor ſpoke: to this effect: — Sir, I am always it 
clined to ſuſpe&t a man who endeavours rather to terrify than pet 
ſuade. Exaggerations and hyperboles are ſeldom made uſe of b 


him who has any real arguments to produce. The reaſonableneſs reality to 
this motion, (of which I was convinced when I firſt heard it, Hof ſome 
of which, I believe, no man can doubt who is not afraid of in the ex 
tince anc 


enquiry propoſed by it,) is now in my opinion evinced by the wei 
oppoſition which has been made by the Honourable Gentleman, i than the 


whoſe abilities I cannot deny this atteſtation, that the cauſe which h ban dete 


Cannot defend, has very little to hope from any other adyocate. power in 

And ſurely he cannot, even by thoſe who, whenever he ſpealg In ſer 
ſtand prepared to applaud him, be thought to have produced anf confutat! 
formidable argument againſt the enquiry, who has advanced lde with leſs 
more © than” that it is impoſſible to be performed. bafled, 
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Impoſlibility is a formidable ſound to ignorance and comnnlice ; 
ut experience has often diſcovered, that it is only a ſound uttered by 
been oe who have nothing elſe to ſay; and courage readily ſurmounts | 
hazard fo obſtacles that ſink the lazy and timorous into deſpair. 
ions, aj That there are indeed impoſſibilities in nature, cannot be denied. 
Who nere may be ſchemes formed which, no wiſe man will attempt to 
| xecute, becauſe he will know that they cannot ſucceed ; but ſurely 
e engui » examination of arithmetical deductions, or the conſideration of 
that of®;catics and conferences, cannot be admitted into the number of 
d anc npoſſible deſigns ; unleſs, as it may ſometimes happen, the treaties 
is pad calculations are unintelligible. 
and ti The only difficulty that can ariſe, muſt be produced by the con- 
| who gon and perplexity of our public tranſactions, the inconſiſtency of 
once hour treaties, and the fallaciouſneſs of our eſtimates; but I hope no 
hereafu nan will urge theſe as arguments againſt the motion. An enquiry 
ger treaf@ught to be promoted, that confuſion may be reduced to order, and 
hat the diſtribution of the public money may be regulated. If the 
the m amination be difficult, it ought to be ſpeedily performed, becauſe 
than I hoſe difficulties are daily increaſing ; if it be impoſſible, it ought to 
ould e attempted, that thoſe methods of forming calculations may be 
rnmen changed, which make them impoſſible to be examined. 
ies, u Mr. Fowk ks replied in the manner following :—Sir, to treat 
regarivith contempt thoſe arguments which cannot readily be anſwered, is 
any he common practice of diſputants; but as it is contrary to that 
andour and ingenuity which is inſeparable from zeal for juſtice and 
ays love of truth, it always raiſes a ſuſpicion of private views, and of 
in pe deſigns, which however they may be concealed by ſpecious appear- 

of HM ances, and vehement profeſſions of integrity and ſincerity, tend in 
neſs reality to the promotion of ſome ſecret intereſt, or the gratification 
it, u of ſome darling paſſion. It is reaſonable to imagine, that he, who 
of in the examination of public queſtions, calls in the aſſiſtance of ar- 
wife tie and ſophiſtry, is actuated rather by the rage of perſecution, 
an, WM than the ardour of patriotiſm ; that he is purſuing an enemy, rather 
ich wil than detecting a criminal; and that he declaims againſt the abuſe of 
power in another, only that he may more eaſily obtain it himſelf. 
peas In ſenatorial debates, I have often known this method of eaſy 
qa confutation practiſed, ſometimes with more - ſucceſs, and ſometimes 
Lick With leſs. J have often known ridicule of uſe, when reaſon has been 
dafled, and ſeen thoſe affect to deſpiſe their opponents, who have 
bility . 8 H 2 been 
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been able to produce nothing againſt them but artful alluſions to paſ 
debates, ſatirical inſinuations of dependence, or hardy aſſertions y. 
ſupported by proofs. By theſe arts I have known the young au 
unexperienced kept in ſuſpence ; I have ſeen the cautious and dig. 
dent taught to doubt of the plaineſt truths; and the bold and fan. 
guine perſuaded to join in the cry, and hunt down reaſon after th 
example of their leaders. 

But a bolder attempt to diſarm argument of its force, and to per. 

plex the underſtanding, has not often been made, than this which! 
am now endeayouring to oppoſe. A motion has been made a 
ſeconded for an enquiry, to which it is objected, not that it is ils, 
gal, not that it is inconvenient, not that it is unneceſſary, but thi 
it is impoſſible. An objection more formidable cannot, in my op. 
nion, eaſily be made; nor can it be imagined that thoſe men woll 
think any other worthy of an attentive examination, who can pak 
over this as below their regard; yet even this has produced no a. 
ſwer, but contemptuous raillery, and violent exclamation. 

What arguments theſe Gentlemen require, it is not eaſy to cons 
jecture; or how thoſe who diſapprove their meaſures, may with am 
hope of ſucceſs diſpute againſt them. Thoſe impetuous ſpirits thi 
break ſo eaſily through the bars of impoſſibility, will ſcarcely ſuffer 
their career to be ſtopped by any other reſtraint ; and it may be res. 
ſonably feared, that arguments from juſtice, or Jaw, or policy, wil 
have little force upon theſe daring minds, who in the tranſports 
their newly acquired victory, trample impoſſibility under their feet, 
and imagine, that to thoſe who have vanquiſhed the miniſtry, ever 
thing is practicable. 

That this enquiry would be the work of years; that it will employ 
greater numbers than were ever deputed by this Houſe on ſuch an 
occaſton before ; that it would deprive the nation of the councils d 
the wiſeſt and moſt experienced members of this Houſe, (for ſuch 
only ought to be choſen,) at a time when all Europe is in arms, 
when our allies are threatened not only with ſubjection, but annihi- 
lation; when the French are reviving their ancient ſchemes, and 
projecting the conqueſt of the continent; and that it will therefore 
interrupt our attention to more important affairs, and diſable us 
from reſcuing our confederates, is inconteſtibly evident; nor can the 
witeft or the moſt experienced determine how far its conſequences 
may extend, or inform us, whether it may not expoſe our commerce 
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o be deſtroyed by the Spaniards, and the liberties of all _ nations 
ound us to be infringed by the French ; whether it may not termi- 
ate in the loſs of our independence, and the deſtruction of our 
eligion. 

Such are the effects which may be expected from an 1 to 
ike the enquiry propoſed ; effects, to which no proportionate ad- 
antages can be expected from it, ſince it has been already ſhewn, 
that it can never be compleated; and to which, though the indefa- 
gable induſtry of curioſity or malice ſhould & length break through 
l obſtacles, and lay all the tranſactions of twenty years open to the 
orld, no diſcoveries would be equivalent. 

That any real diſcoveries of miſconduct would be ads, that the 
intereſt of our country would be found ever to have been lazily 
eglected, or treacherouſly betrayed, that any of our rights have 
been either yielded by cowardice, or fold by avarice, or that our 
-nemies have gained any advantage over us by the connivance or 
jznorance of our miniſters, I am indeed yery far from believing ; 
but as I am now endeavouring to convince thoſe of the impropriety 
of this motion, who have long declared themſelves of a different 
pinion, it may not be improper to aſk, what advantage they propoſe 
dy detecting errors of twenty years, which are now irretrievable; 
of enquiring into fraudulent practices, of which the authors and the 
agents are now probably in their graves; and expoſing meaſures, of 
which all the inconveniencies have been already felt, and which have 
now ceaſed to affect us. | 

If it be wiſe to neglect our preſent intereſt for the ſake of enquiring 
into paſt miſcarriages, and the enquiry now propoſed be in itſelf poſ- 


d to per. 
Which 
nade and 
t is ill. 
but thit 
my opt. 
n would 
can paß 
d no an. 


to con. 
vith an 
rits that 
y ſuffer 

be rez. 
Cy, wil 
)orts of 
eir feet, 
„ ever] 


: * 1 üble, I have no objeCtions to the preſent motion; but as I think the 
neis d confuſed ſtate of Europe demands our utmoſt attention, and the 
r fuck Proſecution of the war againſt Spain is in itſelf of far more importance 
_ tian the examination of all paſt tranſactions, I cannot but think, 
annili⸗ mat the duty which. I owe to my country requires that I ſhould de- 
3 Clare myſelf unwilling to concur in any propoſal, that may unnetele 
erefore frily divert our thoughts or diſtract our counſels. 


TR Lord PeRCivAL then roſe and ſpoke to the following purpoſe :— 
dir, to diſcourage good deſigns by repreſentations, of the danger of 


an the : | 
\cnces empting, and the difficulty of executing them, has been at all times 
—_ the practice of thoſe whoſe intereſt has been threatened by them. A 


10 Prate never fails to intimidate his purſuers by exaggerating the num 


H 3 


ber 


— EN \ — 
— . . ——... ira 7. 


— 
— 


„ > pv 
— EEE = 


pn ny 


1 


— ——— —— DC —_——— —— 
* — 5 — —— — 
9 py -2F* r 


ber and reſolution of his crew, the ſtrength of his veſſels, and te 


. a ſmall body, diſcourages thoſe enemies from attacking him by whom 
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fecurity of his retreats, A cheat diſcourages a proſecution by dye. 
ling upon his knowledge of all the arts and ſubterfuges of the lay, 
the ſteadineſs of his witneſſes, and the experience of his agents. 
To raiſe falſe terrors by artful appearances is part of the art of wy, 
nor can the general be denied praiſe, who by an artful diſpoſition q 


he would certainly be overcome; but then ſurely the appearang 
ought to be ſuch as may reaſonably be expected to deceive ; fort 


ſtratagem too groſs only produces contempt and confidence, aul 


adds the vexation of being ridiculous to the calamity of bein 
defeated. | 

Whether this will be the fate of the advocates for the miniſtry P 
not able to determine; but ſurely they have forgot the reſolutia 
with which their enemies bore up for many years againſt their ſupet. 
ority, and the conduct by which at laſt they defeated the united in 
fluence of power and money ; if they hope to diſcourage them fron 
an attack, by repreſenting the bulk and ſtrength of their paper fortih 
cations. They have loſt all memory of the exciſe and the conven- 
tion, who can believe their eloquence ſufficiently powerful to evincꝶ 
that the enquiry now propoſed ought to be. numbered among 
impoſſibilities. 

Whoever, Sir, is acquainted with their methods of negociation, 
will indeed eafily believe the papers ſufficiently numerous, and the 
taſk of examining them ſuch as no man would willingly undertake; 
for it does not appear for what end the immenſe ſums which late 
Senates have granted, were expended, except for the payment db 
ſecretaries, and miniſters, and couriers. But whatever care has bet 
employed to perplex every tranſaction with uſeleſs circumſtances, ani 
to croud every office with needleſs papers, it will be long before the) 
convince us, that it is impoſſible to examine them. They maj 
doubtleſs be in time peruſed, though perhaps wy can never by 
underſtood, 

The utmoſt inconvenience, Sir, that can be feared, is the necel- 
ſity of engaging a greater number of hands than on former occaſions 
and it will be no. 2 agreeable method to the public, if we employ ſome 
of the clerks which have been retained only for the ſake of gratifying 
the leaders of boroughs, or advancing the diſtant relations of the de- 
tenders of the mintiry, in unravelling thoſe proceedings which they 
4 | have 
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ae been hitherto hired only to embarraſs, and in detecting ſome of 
boſe abuſes to which the will of their maſters has made them inſtru- 
mental ; that they may at laſt deſerve, in ſome degree, the ſalaries 

hich they have enjoyed, may requite the public for their part of - 
its ſpoils, by contributing to the puniſhment of the principal plun- 
lerers, and leave their offices, of which I hope the number will be 
quickly diminiſhed, with the ſatisfaction of having deferved at laſt the 
thanks of their country. 

By this expedient, Sir, the enquiry will be made at leaſt poſſible, 
and I hope, though it ſhould ſtill remain difficult, thoſe who have ſo 


long ſtruggled for the preſervation of their country, and who have at 


[laſt ſeen their labours rewarded with ſucceſs, will not be eue 


from purſuing it. 

The neceſſity of ſuch an enquiry will grow every day more urgent; 
becauſe wicked men will be hardened in confidence of impunity, and 
the difkculty, ſuch as it is, will be increaſed by every delay; for what 
now makes an enquiry difficult, or in the ftile of theſe mighty politi- 
cians impoſſible, . but the length of time that has elapſed ſince the laſt 
exertion” of this right of the Senate, and the multitude of tranſ- 
actions which are neceſſarily to be examined? | 

What is this year an irkſome and tedious taſk, will in another 
year require ſtill more patience-and labour; and though J cannot be- 
lieve that it will ever become impoſſible, it will undoubtedly in time 
be ſufficient to weary the moſt active induſtry, and to diſcourage the 
moſt ardent zeal, | 

The chief argument therefore that has been hitherto eule to 
diſcourage us from an enquiry, ought rather, in my opinion, to in- 
We ought to remember, that while the enemies of our 
country are fortifying themſelves behind an endleſs multiplicity of 
negociations and accounts, every day adds new ſtrength to their 
intrenchments, and that we ought to force them while they are yet 
unable to reſiſt or eſcape us. 

Sir Wy. YONGE then ſpoke to the ſollowing effect: — Sir, how- 
ever I may be convinced in my own opinion of the impracticability 
of the enquiry nov propoſed, whatever confidence I may repoſe in 
the extenſive knowledge and long experience of thoſe, by whom it 
has been openly pronounced not only difficult but impoſſible, I think 


there are arguments again the motion, which though perhaps not 
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ſtronger in themſelves, (for what objection can be ſtronger than in 
poſſibility) ought at leaſt more powerfully to incite us to oppoſe it, 
Of the impoſſibility of exeeuting this enquiry, thoſe who have pro. 
poſed it well deſerve to be convinced, not by arguments but exper. 


ence; they deſerve not to be diverted by perſuaſions from engagingin 


a taſk, which they have voluntarily determined to undergo ; a taf 


which neither honour, nor virtue, nor neceflity has impoſed upon 
them, and to which it may juſtly be ſuſpected, that they would ng 
have ſubmitted upon any other motives, than thoſe by which thei 
conduct has hitherto been generally directed, ambition and. re. 
ſentment. 

Men who upon ſuch principles condemn themſelves to labour 
which they cannot ſupport, ſurely deſerve to periſh in the execution a 


their own projects, to be overwhelmed by the burdens which they 


have laid upon themſelves, and to ſuffer the diſgrace which alway 
attends the undertakers of impoſſibilities; and from which the power 
of raillery and ridicule, which they have ſo ſucceſsfully n on 
this occaſion, will not be ſufficient to defend them. 

They have indeed, Sir, with great copiouſneſs of language, and 
great fertility of imagination, ſhewn the weakneſs of ſuppoſing this 
enquiry impoſlible ; they have propoſed a method of performing it 
which they hope will at once confute and irritate their opponents; 
but all their. raillery and all their arguments have in reality bog 
thrown away upon an attempt to confute what never was advanced, 
They have firſt miſtaken the aſſertion which they oppoſe, and then 
expoſed its abſurdity ; they have introduced a bugbear, and then at- 
tempted to ſignalize their courage and their abilities, by ſhewing that 
it cannot fright them. 

The honourable Gentleman, Sir, who firſt mentioned to you the 
impoſſibility of this enquiry, ſpoke only according to the common 
acceptation of words, and was far from intending to imply natural 
and philoſophical impoſſibility. He was far from intending to inſinuate, 
that to examine any ſeries of tranſactions, or peruſe any number of 


papers, implied an abſurdity, or contrariety to the eſtabliſhed order of 


nature; he did not intend to rank this deſign with thoſe of building in 
the air, or pumping out the ocean; he intended only to aſſert 3 
moral or popular impoſſibility, ol ths that the ſcheme was not 
practicable but by greater numbers than could be conveniently em- 

ployed 
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ARCH q, 
than im. ployed upon it, or in a longer ſpace of time than it was rational to 
ofe it, gn to it; as we ſay it is ĩimpoſſible to raiſe groves upon rocks, or 


14 cities in deſerts; by which we mean only to imply, that there is 


ave pro. 
o proportion between the importance of the effect, and the force of 


t experi, 


agingu de cauſes which muſt operate to produce it; that the toil will be 
; A treat, and the advantage little. 

ed upon In this ſenſe, Sir, and nothing but malice or perverſeneſs could 
uld no are diſcovered any other, the motion may be truly ſaid to be impoſ- 
ch ther Wble ; but its impoſſibility gught to be rather. the care of thoſe who 


and re. ſnake, than of thoſe that oppoſe it; and therefore I ſhall lay before 


the Houſe other reaſons, which unleſs they can be anſwered, will de- 


labour Wtermine me to vote againſt it. 
ition of t cannot be doubted but the papers which muſt on this accaſion 
ch they ſhe examined, contain a great number of private tranſactions, which 


alway che intereſt of the nation and the honour of our. Sovereign require to 
powers ¶ be concealed. The ſyſtem of policy which the French have, within 
yed on the laſt century, introduced into the world, has made negociation 


more neceſſary than in any preceding time. What was formerly 
e, and M performed by fleets and armies, by invaſions, fieges, and battles, has 
1g this been of late accompliſhed by more ſilent methods. Empires have 
ng it, been enlarged without bloodſhed, and nations reduced to diſtreſs 
nents; Without the ravages of hoſtile armies, by the diminution of their 
been commerce, and the alienation of their allies. 
unced, For this reaſon, Sir, it has been neceſſary frequently to engage in 
| then I private treaties, to obviate deſigns ſometimes juſtly, and at other 
en at- ¶ times perhaps' unreaſonably ſuſpected. It has been proper to act upon 


g that ¶ remote ſuppoſitions, and to conclude alliances which were only to be 

publickly owned, in conſequence of meaſures taken by ſome other 
u the WW powers, which meaſures were ſometimes laid aſide, and the treaty 
amon Wi therefore was without effect. In ſome of theſe proviſionary, contracts, 
tural it is eaſy to conceive, that deſigns were formed not to the advantage 
uate, Wi of ſome powers, whom yet we do not treat as enemies, which were 
er of Ml only to be made public by the execution of them: In others, perhaps 


lome conceſſions were made to us, in conſideration of the aſſiſtance 
that we promiſed, by which the weakneſs of our allies may be diſ- 
| covered, and which we cannot diſcloſe without making their enemies 
more inſolent, and increaſing that danger from which they apply to 
us for ſecurity and protection. 


If 
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If to this repreſentation of the nature of the papers, with which 
our offices have been filled by the negociations of the laſt twent 

years, any thing were neceſſary to be added, it may be farther 4 

ledged, that it has been long the practice of every nation on this {4 

of the globe, to procure private intelligence of the defigns and ej. 

pectations of the neighbouring powers, to penetrate into the counch 

of princes and the cloſets of minifters, to diſcover the inſtructions i 

ambaſſadors, and the orders of generals, to learn the intention 9 

fleets before they are equipped, and of armies before they are levich 

and to provide not only againſt immediate and viſible hoſtilities, but 
fo obviate remote and probable dangers. | 

It need not be declared in this Aſſembly, that this cannot alway 
be done without employing men who abuſe the confidence repoſedin 
them, a practice on which I ſhall not at this time trouble the Houk 
with my opinion, nor interrupt the preſent debate, by any attempt u 
juſtify or condemn it, This I think may be very reaſonably alledee, 
that whether the employment of ſuch perſons be defenſible by th 
reciprocal practice of nations or not, it becomes at leaſt thoſe thi 
corrupt them and pay them for their treachery, not to expoſe them t 
vengeance, to torture, or to ruin; not to betray thoſe crimes which 
they have hired them to commit, of give them up to puniſhment, t 
which they have made themſelves liable only by their inſtigation, an 
for their advantage. 

That private compacts between nations and ſovereigns ought to be 
kept inviolably ſecret, cannot be doubted by any man who conſiders 
| that ſecrecy is one of the conditions of thoſe treaties, without which 
they had not been concluded; and therefore, that to diſcover them i; 
to violate them, to break down the ſecurities of human ſociety, t 
deſtroy mutual truſt, and introduce into the world univerſal con- 
fuſion,” For nothing leſs can be produced by a diſregard of thoſe ties 
which link nations in confederacies, and produce confidence and ſe- 
curity, and which enables the weak by union to reſiſt the attacks d 
powerful ambition, 

Ho much it would injure the honour of our Sovereign to bt 

charged with the diſſolution of concord, and the ſubverſion of the 
general bulwarks of public faith, it is ſuperfluous to explain, To 
know the condition to which a compliance with this motion would 

reduce the Britiſh nation, we need only turn our eyes downwards 
upon 
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pon the hourly ſcenes of common life; we need only attend to the 
currences which croud perpetually upon our view, and conſider 
e calamitous ſtate of that man, of whom it is generally known that 
e cannot be truſted, and that ſecrets communicated to him are in 
eality ſcattered among mankind, | 
Every one knows that ſuch a man can expect none of the advan- 
0es or pleaſures of friendſhip, that he cannot tranſact affairs with 
thers upon terms of equality, that he muſt purchaſe the favours of 
hoſe that are more powerful than himſelf, and frighten thoſe into 
ompliance with his deſigns who have any thing to fear from him; 
hat he muſt give uncommon ſecurity for the performance of his 
ovenants ; that he can have no influence but that of money, which 
will probably become every day leſs, that his ſucceſs will multiply his 
enemies, and that in misfortunes he will be without refuge. 

The condition of nations collectively conſidered is not different 
from that of private men, their proſperity is produced by the ſame 
conduct, and their calamities drawn upon them by the ſame errors, 
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negligences, or crimes; and therefore, fince he that betrays ſecrets _ 
in private life, indiſputably forfeits his claim to truſt, and ſince he 


that can be no longer truſted is on the brink of ruin, I cannot but 
conclude that, as by this motion all the ſecrets of our government 
muſt be ineyitably betrayed, my duty to his Majeſty, my love of my 


country, and my obligations to diſcharge with fidelity the truſt which 


my conſtituents have conferred upon me, oblige me to oppoſe it. 

Mr, LirTLETON then roſe and ſpoke to this effect: — ir, it 
always portends well to thoſe who diſpute on the ſide of truth and 
reaſon, when their opponents appear not wholly to be hardened againſt 


not by ſuperiority of numbers but of reaſon, and attempt rather to 
convince, than to terrify or bribe, For though men are not in queſt 
of truth themſelves, nor defirous to point it out to others ; 
they are obliged to ſpeak with an appearance of ſincerity, they muſt 
neceſſarily afford the unprejudiced and attentive an opportunity of 
diſcovering the right. While they think themſelves under a neceſ- 
ſity of reaſoning, they cannot but ſhew the force of a juſt argument, 
by the unſucceſsfulneſs of their endeavours to confute.it, and the pro- 


priety of an uſeful and ſalutary motion, by the flight objections which 


tney raiſe againſt it. They cannot but find themſelves ſometimes 
forced to diſcover what they can never be expected to acknowledge, 


the 


yet while 


| the force of argument, when they ſeem deſirous to gain the victory, , 
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wearying thoſe whom they cannot hope to repulſe. 


whoever ventures into it muſt be toſt about for life; when they di- 
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the weakneſs of their own reaſons, by deſerting them, when they at 
preſſed with contrary aſſertions, and ſeeking a ſubterfuge in new z. 
guments equally concluſive and incontemptible. ' They ſhew th 
ſuperiority of their opponents, like other troops, by retreating befon 
them, and forming one fortification behind another, in hopes d 


appineſs. 
oncealed v 
ud | is no 
alamities 
ney there 


Of this conduct we have had already an inſtance in the preſent de. 
bate; a debate managed with ſuch vigour, order, and reſolution, xz 
fufficiently ſhews the advantage of regular diſcipline long continues 
and proves, that troops may retain their ſkill. and ſpirit, even when 
they are deprived of that leader, to whoſe inſtructions and exampt 


they were indebted for them. When firſt this motion was offered, it 75 . 
ſeems to have been their chief hope to divert us from it by outeries aq 1 | 
impoſſibility, by repreſenting it as the demand of men unacquainte uy 99 

| e moſt 


with the ſtate of our offices, or the multiplicity of tranſactions, in 


which the indefatigable induſtry of our miniſters has been employed, ne md 

' Whartially en 

and they have therefore endeavoured to perſuade us, that they are 1 by wh 

only diſcouraging us from an inſuperable labour, and adviſing us to 2 wp 
year 


deſiſt ſrom meaſures which we cannot live to accompliſh. 

But when they found, Sir, that their exaggerations produced mer. 
riment inſtead of terror, that their opponents were determined to try 
their ſtrength againſt impoſſibility, that they were reſolved to launch 
out into this boundleſs ocean of enquiry ; an ocean of which they 
have been boldly told, that it has neither ſhore nor bottom, and that 


known thr 
it would b 
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covered that this was not able to ſhake our reſolution, or move us 3 
to any other diſpoſition, they thought it proper to explain away their FINE 
aſſertion of impoſſibility, by making a kind of diſtinction between vas delay 
things impoſlible, and things which cannot be performed ; and finding only to © 
it neceſſary to enlarge their plea, they have now aſſer ted, that this en- ſquadrons 
quiry is both impoſſible and inexpedient. ded 

Its impoſſibility, Sir, has been already ſufficiently diſcuſſed, and "I 10 
ſhewn to mean only a difficulty which the unſxilfulneſs of our mi- why time 


niſters has produced; for tranſactions can only produce difficulties 1 
to the enquirer, when they are confuſed; and confuſion can only be 


uainted 

the effect of ignorance or neglect. 3 
Artifice is, indeed, one more ſource of perplexity; ; it is the interck their priv 
of that man whoſe cauſe is bad to ſpeak unintelligibly in the defence of Linfult us 


it, and of him whoſe actions cannot bear to be examined, to hide 
them 


* 
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the em in diſorder, to engage his purſuers in a labyrinth that they may 

ne & ot trace his ſteps and diſcover his retreat; and what intricacies 

ws iy be produced by fraud e with WO it is not 
t 

g befy ſolid's to tel. 


be enquiries of a Britiſh Senate, quickened by zeal for the public 
zppineſs. The ſagacity of our predeceſſors has often detected crimes 


ug is now to be examined, and dragged the authors of national 
alamities to puniſhment from their darkeſt retreats. The expedi- 


n 

2 * ncy therefore of this motion is now to be conſidered, and ſurely it 

1 F : vill not require long reflection to prove, that it is proper, when the 
s ation is oppreſſed with calamities, to enquire by what miſconduct 


hey were brought upon it ; when immenſe ſums have been raiſed by 
be moſt oppreſſive methods of exaction, to aſk why they were de- 
anded, and how they were expended ; when penal laws have been 
artially executed, to examine by what authority they were ſuſpended, 

nd by what they were enforced; and when the Senate has for twenty 
years implicitly obeyed the direction of one man, when it has been 
known throughout the nation before any queſtion was propoſed, how 


I mer- ; 

to would be decided, to ſearch out the motive of that regular compli- 
a ance, and to examine whether the miniſter was reverenced for his 

aunch , | ; or 

1 they | iſlom and virtue, or feared for his power, or courted for the public 


money, whether he owed his prevalence to the confidence or corrup- 
tion of his followers? | 

[t cannot ſurely be thought e to enquire into the reaſons 
for which our merchants were for many years ſuffered to be plundered, 
or for which a war, ſolicited by the general voice of the whole nation, 
vas delayed; into the reaſons for which our fleets were fitted out 
only to coaſt upon the ocean, and connive at the departure of 
ſquadrons and the tranſportation of armies, to ſuffer our allies to be 


; uvaded, and our traders ruined and enſlaved. 
an 


x mi- 
ulties 


y be 


Why time was granted to our enemies to fortify themſelves againſt us, 
while a ſtanding army preyed upon our people? Why forces unac- 
quainted with the uſe of arms were ſent againſt them, under the 


ereſt 
e of 
hide 
hem 


their privateers in the mean time to rove at large over the ocean, and 
Linſult us upon our own coaſts? Why we * not reſcue our ſailors 
from 
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| do not however believe, that al the art of wickedneſs can elude 


oncealed with more policy than can be aſcribed to thoſe whoſe con- 
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Itis in my opinion convenient to examine with the utmoſt rigour, 
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[command of leaders equally ignorant ? And why we have ſuffered. 
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from captivity, when opportunities of exchange were in our Power! 
And why we robbed our merchants of their crews by rigorous in 
preſles, without employing them either to guard our trade, or ſube 
our enemies ? 

If the Senate is not to 1 ſuffered to enquire into fairs like the, 
it is no longer any ſecurity to the people, that they have the right i 
electing repreſentatives ; and» unleſs they may carry their enquir 
back as far as they ſhall think it neceſſary, the moſt acute ſagacity may 
be eaſily eluded ; cauſes may be very remote from their conlequeney 
the original motives of a long train of wicked meaſures may lye hi 
in ſome private tranſaction of former years, and thoſe advantagy 
which our enemies have been of late ſuffered to obtain, were perhay 
. ſold them at ſome forgotten.congreſs by ſome ſecret article, 
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Such are probably the private tranſactions which the Honour e honeſt! 
e $6 is ſo much afraid of expoſing to the light; tranſactioh Need, a g 
in which the intereſt of this nation has been meanly yielded up Her whom 
cowardice, or ſold by treachery; in which Britain has been conſt them w 
dered as a province ſubordinate to ſome other country, or in wid The co 
the miniſter has enriched himſelf by the ſacrifice of the public rights, Whuaintanc: 

It has been, indeed, alledged with ſome degree of candour, that mam oſpected t 
of our treaties were proviſions againſt invaſions which perhaps wer ery little 
never intended, and calculated to defeat meaſures which only our om to their 

| cowardice diſpoſed us to fear. That ſuch treaties have, indeed, ben ither th 
made, Hanover is a ſufficient witneſs ; but however frequently the ected to 
may occur, they may ſurely be diſcovered with very little diſadya Hof no uſe 
tage to the nation; they will prove only the weakneſs of thoſe th uffer by 
made them, who were at one time intimidated by chimerical terra It was 
and at another lulled into confidence by airy ſecurity. lel may b 

The conceſſions from foreign powers, which have been like nie conſe 

mentioned, ought ſurely not to be produced as arguments againſt tieſtterefore 


motion; for what could more excite the curiofity of the nation, þſnever inf 
indeed, this motion were in reality produced by malevolence or r-Wtraftic in 
fentment ; if none were expected to concur in it but thoſe wiopermit t. 
envied the abilities, or had felt the power of the late miniſter, i vhcther 
might be perhaps defeated by ſuch inſinuations; for nothing could Every 
more certainly regain his reputation, or exalt him to more abſolu N We brink 
authority, than proofs that he had obtained for us any conceſſiom his ſerva 
from foreign powers. to groſſe 

chat they 


— 
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Ir poye If any advantageous terms have been granted us, he mult be 
orous in nfeſſed to have ſo far diſcharged his truſt to his allies, that he has 
or ſubü est them with the utmoſt caution from the knowledge of the peo- 


le, who have heard during all his adminiſtration of nothing bug 


ike thezbadies, ſubmiſſion, and compliances paid to almoſt every prince 
e right n the continent who has had the confidence to demand them; and 
enquii þy this enquiry any diſcovery to the diſadvantage of pur allies 
City mould be truck out, he may with great ſincerity alledge, that it was 
queno Wade without his conſent. 

y lye Another objection to this enquiry is, that the ſpies which are re · 
vantageſLined in foreign courts may be detected by it, that the canals of our 
: perhayſWMſiclligence will be for ever ſtopped, and that we ſhall henceforth 


have no knowledge of the deſigns of foreign powers, but what may 


noural+c honeſtly attained by penetration and experience. Spies are, in- 
nſactiau Need, a generation for whoſe ſecurity I have not much regard, but 
d up Her whom I am on this occaſion leſs ſolicitous, as I believe very few 
n con. f them will be affected by this motion. 


n which 
rights, 
at many 


The conduct of our miniſters has never diſcovered ſuch an ac- 
uaintance with the deſigns. of neighbouring princes, as could be 
ulpected to be obtained by any uncommon methods, or they have 


ps wenhhery little improved the opportunities which early information put 
2ur on Wſoto their power; for they have always been baffled and deceived. 


2d, been ither they have employed no ſpies, or their ſpies have been di- 
tly tbeyſhrected to elude them by falſe intelligence, or true intelligence has been 


iſadyan. 
ole that 
terrors, 


of no uſe; and if any of theſe aſſertions be true, the . will not 
uffer by the motion. 
It vras juſtly obſerved by the Honourable Genn that a 3 
el may be properly drawn between a nation and a private man, and 
likewik hy conſequence between a trading nation and a trader. Let us 
inſt tie thereſore conſider what muſt be the ſtate of that trader who ſhall 
ion, i never inſpect or tate his accounts, who ſhall ſuffer his ſervants to 
or fe. raff in the dark with his ſtock, and on his credit, and who ſhall 


ſe who permit them to tranſa& hargains in his name, without enquiring 
iter, i vncther they are advantageous, or whether they are performed. 

coul Every man immediately marks out a trader thus infatuated, as on 
bſolute 


be brink. of bankruptcy and ruin; every one will eaſily foreſee, that 
vis ſervants will take advantage of his credulity, and proceed hourly 
to groſſer frauds; that they will grow rich by betraying his intereſt, 
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Vat they will neglect his affairs to promote their own, that they will 
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plunder him till he has nothing left, and ſeek then for employme e beer 
among thoſe to whom they have recommended themſelves by felling 168 
their truſt. His neighbours, who eaſily foreſee his approaching yi r 1 
ſery, retire from him by degrees, diſunite their buſineſs from hy hich t 


and leave him to fall, without involving others in his ruin. 

Such muſt be the fate of a trader whom idleneſs, or a blind coy 
fidence in the integrity of others, hinders from attending to his om 
affairs, unleſs he rouſes from his ſlumber, and recovers from his in 
fatuation. And what is to be done by the man who, having jy 
more than twenty years neglected ſo neceſſary an employment, fin 
what muſt neceſſarily be found in much leſs time, his accounts ye 
plexed, his credit depreſſed, and his affairs diſordered ? What 1; 
mains, but that he ſuffer that diſorder to proceed no farther, thy 
he reſolutely examine all the tranſactions which he has hitherto over 
looked, that he repair thoſe errors which are yet retrievable, al 
reduce his trade into method; that he doom thoſe ſervants, by whon 
he has been robbed or deceived, to the puniſhment which they 
' ſerve, and recover from them that wealth which they have accumu, 
lated by rapacity and fraud. . 

By this method only can the credit of the trader or the anked 
repaired, and this is the method which the motion recommends; 1 
motion with which therefore every man may be expected to comply 
who deſires that his country ſhould once more recover its influence 
and power, who wiſhes to ſee Britain again courted and feared, and 
her monarch conſidered as the arbiter of the world, the protector of 
the true religion, and the defender of the liberties of mankind. 

Mr. PriLLiPs ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows :—Sir, I am far 
from believing that there is danger of expoſing the ſpies of the go- 
vernment to the reſentment of foreign princes, by complying with 
this motion, that I ſuſpect the oppoſition to be produced chiefly from 
a conſciouſneſs, that no ſpies will be diſcovered to have been em- 
ployed, and that the ſecret. ſervice for which ſuch large ſums have 
been required, will appear to have been rather for the ſervice of do- 
meſtic than of foreign traitors, and to have been performed rather 
in this Houſe than in foreign courts, 

Secret ſervice has been long a term, of great uſe to the miniſters 
of this nation; a term of art to which ſuch uncommon efficacy has 
been hitherto ! that the people have been influenced by it to 
pay taxes, without expecting to be informed how they were applied, 
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ning been content with being told when they enquired after their 
operties, that they were exhauſted and diſſipated in ſecret ſervice. 
decret ſervice I conceive to have originally implied tranſactions, 
which the agents were ſecret, though the effects were viſible. 
hen Marlborough defeated the French, when he counteracted all 
cir ſtratagems, obviated all their deſigns, and deceived all their 
pectations, he charged the nation with large ſums for ſecret ſer- 
ce, which were, indeed, chearfully allowed ; becauſe the importance \ 
d reality of the ſervice were apparent from its effects. But what 
yantages can our miniſters boaſt of having obtained in twenty years 
the means of their intelligence? Or by whom have they within 
it period, not been deceived by falſe appearances ? When we pur- 
aſe ſecret ſervice at ſo dear a rate, let it appear that we really ob- 
in what we pay for, though the means by which it is obtained are 
pt impenetrably ſectet. Wherever the uſefulneſs of the intelli- 
nce is not diſcoverable, it is ſurely juſt to enquire, whether our 
oney is not demanded for other Purpoſes, whether we are not in 
ality hiring with our own money armies to enſlave, or ſenators to 
tray us; or enriching an avaricious miniſter, while we imagine 
elves contributing to the public ſecurity ? | 

Colonel CHoLMONDELEY replied to the following effe& :—Sir, it 
s been in all foregoing ages the cuſtom for men to ſpeak of the 
bernment with reverence, even when they oppoſed its meaſures, 
projected its diffolution ; nor has it been thought in any time be- 
re our own decent or ſenatorial, to give way to ſatire or invective, 
indulge a petulant imagination, to endeavour to level all orders 
contemptuous reflections, or to court the populace, 97 echoing 


eir language, or adopting their ſentiments. 


This method of gaining the reputation of iter; 6 been 
known till the preſent age, and reſerved for the preſent leaders of 
e people, who will have the honour to ſtand recorded as the ori- 
ml authors of anarchy, the great ſubverters of order, and the firſk 
en who dared to pronounce, wn all the ſecrets of e 
cht to be made public. a 

It has been hitherto underſtood in all nations, that thoſe who were 
truſted with authority, had likewiſe a claim to reſpect and confi- 
ice; that they were choſen for the ſuperiority of their abilities, or 
e reputation of their virtue; and that therefore it was reaſonable 
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to conſign to their management, the direction of ſuch affairs  þ 


_ contempt and ridicule, the miniſters have been upbraided with c 
merical fears, and unneceſſary proviſions againſt attacks which net 


- diſcover them, ſince they will enable our enemies to form conje 
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their own nature require ſecrecy. 

But this ancient doctrine, by which ſubordination has been ſo lay 
preſerved, is now to be ſet aſide for new principles, which may flaty 
the pride, and incite the paſſions of the people; we are now to! 
told, that affairs are only kept ſecret, becauſe they will not beare 
mination ; that men conceal not thoſe tranfactions in which th 
have ſucceeded, but thoſe in which they have failed ; ; that they a 
only inclined to hide their follies or their crimes, and that to examig 
their conduct in the moſt open manner, is only to ſecure the i inter 
of the public. 

Thus has the nation been mk; to expect, that the counſtk| 
the cabinet ſhould be diſperſed in the public papers; that their g 
vernors ſhould declare the motives of their meaſures, and diſco 
the demands of our allies, and the ſcheme of our policy; and th 
the people ſhould be conſulted upon every emergence, and enjoy 
right of inſtructing not only their own repreſentatives, but the nj 
niſters of the crown. | 

In this debate the mention of ſecret treaties has been received i 


were deſigned ; they have been alledged to have no other intereſt 
view than their own, when they endeavour to miſlead enquirers a 
to have in reality nothing to keep from public view but their on 
ignorance or wickedneſs, 

It cannot ſurely be ſeriouſly aſſerted by men of knowledge and e 
perience, that there are no deſigns formed by wiſe governments, 
which the ſucceſs depends upon (e nor can it be aſſerted) ti 
the enquiry now propoſed will betray nothing from which our en 
mies may receive advantage. 

If we ſhould ſuppoſe, that all our ſchemes are either fully accon 
pliſhed, or irretrievably defeated, it will not even then be prudent! 


tures of the future from the paſt, and to obviate hereafter the lam 
deſigns, when it ſhall be thought neceſſary to reſume them. 

But in reality nothing is more irrational, than to ſuppoſe this 
ſafer time than any other for ſuch general diſcoveries ; for why ſhol 
it be imagined, that our engagements are not till depending, 4 
our treaties yet in force? And what can be more diſhonourable 
_ lt ;mpri 
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alrs az gudent, than to deſtroy at once. the whole ſcheme of foreign po- X 
y, to diſſolve our alliances, and deſtroy the effects of ſuch long 
1 ſuch expenſive negotiations, without firſt examining whether 
y will t be beneficial or detrimental to us? | I 
Nor is it only with reſpect to foreign affairs that ſecrecy is neceſ- 
* there are undoubtedly many domeſtic tranſactions which it is 
t proper to communicate to the whole nation, There is ſtill a, 
ion among us, which openly deſires the ſubverſion of our preſent 
bliſhment ; a faction, indeed not powerful, and which grows, I 
e, every day weaker, but which-is favoured, or at leaſt imagines 
If favoured by thoſe who have ſo long diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
poſing the. meaſures of the government. Againſt theſe men, 
oſs hopes are revived by every commotion, who ſtudiouſſy 
johten every ſubject of diſcontent, and add their outeries to every 
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dae our, it is not doubted but meaſures are formed, by which 
E 8 | . 8 . 8 | . 
Ks ir deſigns are diſedvered, and their meaſures broken; nor can it 
it the my 


ſuppoſed, that this, is done without the aſſiſtance of ſome who are 
eiyed with confidence among them, and who probably paſs for 


moſt zealous of their party. | 
Many other domeſtic occafions of expence might be mentioned, 


expence which operates in private, and produces benefits which 
only not acknowledged, becauſe they are not known, -but which 
u no longer be applied to the ſame uſeful purpoſes, if the channels 
ough which it paſſes were-laid open. I cannot therefore forbear 
offer my opinion, that this motion, by which all the ſecrets of our 
ernment will be diſcovered, will tend to the confuſion of the 
lent ſyſtem of Europe, to the abſolute ruin of our intereſt in 
Feign courts, and to the embarraſſment of our domeſtic affairs. 
annot therefore conceive how any advantages can be expected by 
moſt eager perſecutors of the late miniſtry, which can even in 
r opinion deſerve to be purchaſed at ſo dear a rate. 

lr. PiTT then ſpoke to the following purpoſe :—Sir, I know not 
what fatality the adverſaries of the motion are impelled to aſſiſt 
ir adverſaries, and contribute to their own overthrow, by ſug- 
ing, whenever they attempt to oppoſe it, new W TORY againſt 
mſelves. 

It has been long obſerved, that when men are drawing near to 
ruction, they are apparently deprived of their underſtanding, and 
tribute by their own folly to thoſe calamities with which they are 
'E'S threatened, 
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threatened, but which might by a different conduct be ſometing 
delayed. This has ſurely now happened to the veteran. advocates fy 


, 1741-2 
ger the ( 
e miniſter 


an abſolute and unaccountable miniſtry, who have diſcovered ont But the 
occaſion, by the weakneſs of their reſiſtance, that their abilities x ftitution 
declining; and J eannot but hope, that the omen will be fulfilg es ſomet 
and that their infatuation will be quickly followed by their ruin. gods of e 
To touch in this debate on our domeſtic affairs, to mention tþ chods by 


en for rep 
nt they ( 
ofen for 


ways in which it has been diſburſed, ſhould by this enquiry be di 
vered, to recal to the minds of their. opponents the immenſe {un 


which have been ' annually demanded, and of which no accain + in this 
has been yet given, is ſurely the loweſt degree of weakneſs u. de no {c 
imprudence. When v 


Lam fo far from being convinced that any danger can ariſe fry 
this enquiry, that I believe the nation can only be injured: by a l 
neglect of ſuch examinations; and that a miniſter is eaſily formidal 
when he has exempted himſelf by a kind of preſcription from expoli 
his accounts, and has long had an opportunity of employing th 
public money in multiplying his dependents, enriching his hireling 
enſlaving boroughs,. and- corrupting ſenates. | 

That thoſe have been in reality the purpoſes for which the tax 
of many years have been ſquandered, is ſufficiently apparent withol 
an enquiry, We have waſted ſums with which the French, in pu 
ſuance of their new ſcheme of increaſing their influence, woul 
have been able to purchaſe the ſubmiſſion of half the nations of ti 
earth, and with which the monarchs of Europe might have bet 
held dependent on a nod; theſe they have waſted only to ſink ou 
country into diſgrace, to heighten the ſpirit of impotent enemies, 
deſtroy our commerce, and. diſtreſs our colonies. We have patient) 
ſuffered, during a peace of twenty years, thoſe taxes to be extortl 
from us, by which a war might have been ſupported againit the molt 
powerful nation, and have ſeen them engulphed in the boundleſs e. 
pences of the government, without being able to diſcover any oh 
effect from them than the eſtabliſhment of miniſterial tyranny. 

There has, indeed, been among the followers of the court a 
gular ſubordination, and exact obedience; nor has any man beet 
found hardy enough to reject the dictates of the grand viſier. Eve 
man who has received his pay, has with great cheerfulneſs complied 
wich his commands; and every man who has held any poſt or off 
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ſometi f der che crown, bas evidently conſidered himſelf as enliſted by 
Vocates 4 e miniſter * 

red on i But the viſible influence of places, however deſtructive to the 
dilities 3 


nftitution, is not the chief motive of an enquiry; an enquiry im- 
es ſomething ſecret, and is intended to diſcover the private me- 
ods of extending dependence, and propagating corruption; the 
thods by which the people have been influenced to chooſe thoſe 
en for repreſentatives whoſe principles they deteſt, and whoſe con- 
ut they condemn z and by which thoſe whom their country has 
ofen for the guardians of its liberties, have been induced to ſup- 
ort in this Houſe meaſures, which in Weary other 0g er have 
ade no ſcruple to cenſure. 

When we ſhall examine the diſtribution of the public Weil 
hen we ſhall enquire by what conduct we have been debarred from 
e honours of war, and at the fame time deprived of the blefi ings 
f peace, to what cauſes it is to be imputed, that our debts have 
ontinued during the long continued tranquillity of Europe, nearly 
h the ſtate to which they were raiſed by fighting, at our own expence, 
te general quarrel of mankind; and why the finking fund, a kind 
f inviolable depoſit appropriated to the payment of our creditors, 
nd the mitigation of our taxes, has been from year to year diverted 
o very different uſes ? We ſhall find that our treaſure has been ex- 
auſted,, not to humble foreign enemies, or obviate domeſtic inſur- 
tions; not to ſupport our allies, or ſuppreſs our factions; but for 
nds which no man, who feels the love of his country yet unextin- 
uiſhed, can name without horror, the purchaſe” of alliances, and 
he hire of Vous. the Corruption of rhe Prawns, and the exaltation of 
France. 10 

Such are the diſcoveries which I am not afraid to declare, that T 
xpect from the enquiry, and therefore I cannot but think it neceſ- 
ay, If thoſe to whom the adminiſtration of affairs has been for 
venty years committed, have betrayed their truſt, if they have in- 
aded the public rights with the public treaſure, and made uſe of the 
lignities which their country has conferred upon them, only to enflave 
b who will not confeſs, that they ought to be delivered up to ſpeedy 
uſtice? That they ought to be ſet as land-marks to poſterity, to 
arn thoſe who ſhall hereafter launch out on the ocean of affluence 
ind power, not to be too confident of a proſperous gale, but to re- 
Member, that there are rocks on which whoever ruſhes muſt inevi- 


* 3 tably ' 


fulfill 
ruin, 
ention 
8, leſt t 
be dife 
enſe fun 
Acco 
cneſs a 


ariſe freq 
by A je if 
Irmidah 
 Expolin 
ping th 
hireling 


the 
t without 
in pu 
„ Woul 
1s of tit 
wwe ben 
ink ou 
mies, tt 
patient) 
extortel 
the mol 
Jleſs e. 
ny othe 
rt an 
in beet 

Eve 
omplied 
r office 

undi 


118 „ DZ BAT O [rancy 17742. 
hoſe inte! 
aring to 
nd therefo 
þ loud de 
e miniſtt 
nd 1mpar 


tably.periſh ? If they are innocent, and far be it from me to dec 
them guilty without examination, whom will this enquiry injure 
Or what effects will it produce, but that which every man appears oi 
deſire, the re-eſtabliſhment of the public tranquillity, a. firm coy 
dence in the juſtice and wiſdom of the government, and a gener 
reconciliation of the people to the miniſters. 


Colonel Moxpaunt ſpoke then in ſubſtance as 6 and wi 
notwithſtanding the zeal with which the Honourable Gentleman k arned to 
urged the neceſſity of this enquiry, a zeal of which, I think, it ng y the b 
at leaſt be ſaid, that it is too vehement and acrimonious to be i Mr. Co 
mere reſult of public ſpirit, unmixed with intereſt or reſentmentWſo obtain t 
he has yet been ſo far unſucceſsful in his reaſoning, that he has ut be nece! 
produced in me any conviction, or weakened any of the 1mpreſſionMWnd nothin 
which the arguments of thoſe whom he oppoſes had made upon me, ſhall not 

He has contented himſelf with recapitulating ſome of the beneilihc wiſhes 

which may be hoped for from the enquiry; he has repreſented 1 in M nd that o 
ſtrongeſt terms, the ſuppoſed miſconduct of the miniſtry; he ha erty, by e 
aggravated all the appearances of wickedneſs or negligence, ail The F 
then has inferred. the uſefulneſs of a general enquiry for the puiltsiſh,2 ; aga 
ment of paſt offences, and the prevention of the like practices | icy of tw 
future times, | 

That he has diſcovered great qualifications for invective, and th 
his declamation was well calculated to inflame thoſe who have 1} 
ready determined their opinion, and who are therefore only reſtrain 
from ſuch meaſures as are now recommended by natural caution and 
ſedateneſs, I do not deny; but ſurely he does not expect to gain pro: 
ſelytes by aſſertions without proof, or to produce any alteration d 
ſentiments, without attempting to anſwer the arguments which hat We 


been offered againſt his opinion. 

It has been urged with great appearance of reaſon, that an et 
quiry, ſuch as is now propoſed, with whatever proſpects of ven-Bil 57, falls 
geance, of juſtice, or of advantage, it may flatter us at a diſtance, 


mon an 


will be in reality detrimental to the public; becauſe it will diſco ,. ney 
all the ſecrets of our government, lay all our negotiations open u prin 
the world, will ſhew what powers we moſt fear, or moſt truſt, and bal 
furniſh our enemies with means of defeating all our ſchemes, and court, 
counteracting all our meaſures. ſhould 
This appears to me, Sir, the chief argument againſt the motion e fairs 
on W. 885 of which the force cannot but be diſcovered by thoc 5 „e 


whole 
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to dec hoſe intereſt it is to confute it, and of which, therefore, by ap- 


ry im nng to neglect it, they ſeem to confeſs that it is unanſwerable; 
appears a therefore, ſince I cannot find the mot ion juſtified otherwiſe than 
arm con! jy loud declarations of its propriety, and violent invectives againſt 


a generic miniſtry, J hope that I ſhall eſcape at leaſt the cenſure of the calm 
1d impartial, though I venture to declare, that I cannot approve 

and with regard to the clamorous and the turbulent, T have long 
ed to deſpiſe their menaces, becauſe I have hitherto found a 
nly the boaſts of impotence. 


Mr. ConnwaLt made anſwer to the following purport :—Sir; if 
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t be neceſſary only to anſwer the argument on which he has inſiſted, 
ind nothing be neceſſary to produce an enquiry-but his approbation, 
ſhall not deſpair, that this debate may be concluded according to 


ind that our poſterity may be ſecured from any invaſion of their li- 


be ba erty, by examples of the vengeance of an injured people. » 
ice, ay The Houſe divided. — The Yeas went forth.—For the Queſtion 
punib42 againſt it 244.—80 that it paſſed in the Re by a * 
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May 20, 1742. | 


Debate on a Motion for indemnifying Evidence relating to the Conduct 
of the Earl if Or fore. 
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The following debate having been produced by an occaſion very uncom- 
mon and important, it is neceſſary to give an account of ſuch tranſactians 
as may contribute to illuſtrate it. 

The prime mint i/ter being driven out of the Hoſe of Commons, by the 
prevalence of thoſe, who From their oppoſition to the meaſures of the 


ſhould be appointed, to enquire into the conduct of public af- 
fairs at home and abroad, during the laſt TWENTY your % but 
the motion was rejected. 


ꝛ0tion, 
thoſe 


o obtain the important approbation of the Gentleman that ſpoke laſt, 


he wiſhes of the nation, that ſecret wickedneſs may be detected, 


* 


court, were termed the country party, it was propoſed that a committee 
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It was afterwards 5 “That a committee ſhould be appoints! oil For my f 
s enquire into the conduct of Robert, Earl of Orford, during Irons of m 
1 4 loſt Ex years in which he was firſt Commiſſioner of the T gaall not | 
| « ſury, and Chancellor and Under Treaſurer of the Exchequn ord to W. 
which was carried by 2 52 10 245. H MS... Lordf! 
4 committee of ane and twenty being cboſen by batlat, and e 10 variably 1 
the enquiry, called before them Mr. Gibbon, who declared himſelf am for exaſf 
to J. Botteler, and ſaid, that Botteler being a candidate for Wen en thous 
dover, and finding that no ſucceſs was to be expected without 500 M entent, to 
ſent a friend to N. Paxton, with a letter, and that he ſaw him rein ¶ Nence in th 
with a great number of papers, in which be ſaid were bills for 5001, Ned, wit 
Botteler and his friend being examined, confirmed the teſtimony of Gib. the pec 
bon; aud Botteler added, that be ſent to Paxton as an officer of thWtourt. 

. Treaſury, acquainted with thoſe who had the diſpoſal of money; tha: But hov 
hes claim to the favour which he aſted aroſe from a diſappointment in cannot, 1 

a former election; that he never gave for the money any ſecurity , not to e: 
acknowledgment, nor rin wi indebted for it to Aae or an Mnquire wit 
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bt | other perſon. oh as made 

«if = | Paxton being then at, ref uſed to raum any dp to * _ yy our anc: 
of the: Committee, becauſe the anſwer might tend to accuſe himſelf, Wihrudence. ' 
M0 Mich reaſon was alledged by others for a like refuſal. The cat 


The Committee finding tbeir , enquiries eluded, by this plea for ſecrecy, roceeded 
whish the laws of Britain. allow to be valid, reported to the Common Mas endan 
the ob/tacles that they met with ; for the removal of which a bill wa Wility, whi 
brought in lite that of indemnity ; which having paſſed the Commms, Wi convict 
Produted in the Houſe of Lords a debate, in which the greateſt men o Wpinion b. 
each party exerted the utinf force of their reaſon and eloquence. e welfare 

The bill being read a ſecond time, and a motion made for its being 1. record 
ferred to a Committee, vith the 
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Lord CarTERET poke to this effect: My Lords, As the queſ- 
tion now before us is of the higheſt importance both to the preſent age 
and to poſterity, as it may direct the proceedings of the courts of 
Juſtice, preſcribe the courſe of public enquiries, and by conſequence 

affect the property or life of every Lord in this Aſſembly; I hope it 
will be debated A: ongſt us without the acrimony which ariſes from 
the prejudice of party, or the violence which is produced by the deſie 
of victory, and that the controverſy will be animated by no other 
paſſion than zeal for juſtice and love of truth, 


2 | | That 


INDEMNIFYING EVIDENCE: 121 


1742.1 
For my part, my Lords, I have reaſon to believe, that many pro- 
Tons of my ſincerity will not be neceſſary on this occaſion, becauſe 
hall not be eaſily ſuſpected of any partiality in favour of the noble 
ord to whom this bill immediately relates. It is well known to 
ar Lordſhips how freely I have cenſured bis conduct, and how 
variably I have oppoſed thoſe meaſures by which the nation has been 
\ far exaſperated, that the bill, now under our conſideration, has 
en thought neceſſary by the Commons, to pacify the general diſ- 
ontent, to reſtore the public tranquillity, and to recover that confi- 
nce in the government, without which no happineſs is to be ex- 
ted, without which the beſt meaſures will always be obſtricted 
the people,” and the WII nas 'diffegarded W 


1 800 
4 relun 
* $001, 
of Gib. 
ort. | 
2 the But however laudable may be ths end propoſed by the Commons, 
ment WW cannot, my Lords, be fo far. dazaled by the proſpect of obtaining it, 
ur ity. or not to examine the means to which we are invited to concur, and 
1 or ay Wſnquire with that attention which the honour of fitting in this Houſe 
| as made my duty, whether they are ſuch as have been practiſed 
y our anceſtors, ſuch as are ann ys the en or warranted by 
rudence. ' | 

The caution, my Lords, with which our anceſtors have always 
ſecrry, Froceeded in enquiries by which life or death, property or reputation 
mum vas endangered, the certainty, or at leaſt the high degree of proba- 
ill wa; 


queſiun 
11m(elf, 


nun, f conviction, is univerſally known; nor is it neceflary to ſhew'their 
men of 
e welfare of their poſterity than for their own, they were carcful 
o record their ſentiments in laws and ſtatutes, and to preſcribe 


ith the ſtrongeſt ſanctions to ſucceeding governments, what they 


ng 76 


ad diſcoyered by their own RO or been taught by their 


queſ- NPedeceſſors. 
nt age BY They conſidered, my Lords, not only how great was the hardſhip 
rts of f being unjuſtly eondemned, but likewiſe how much a man might 


uence Mffer by being falſely accuſed; how much he might be harraſſed by, 
ope it WW proſecution, and how ſenſibly he might feel the diſgrace of a trial. 


from 
deſire 
other 


T hat 


hey knew that to be charged with guilt implied ſome degree of re- 
roach, and that it gave room at leaſt for an inference that the 
nown conduct of the perſon accuſed was ſuch as made it probable, 
at he was Rill morc Wicked than he appeared; they knew that the 
credulity 


ility, which they required in evidence, to make it a ſufficient ground 


pinion by particular examples, becauſe being no leſs ſolicitous for 
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credulity of ſome might admit the charge upon evidence that was jr, 
jected by the court, and that difference of party, or private quarrch 
might provoke others to propagate reports once publiſhed, even wh 
in their own opinion they were ſufficiently confuted; and that then 
fore an innocent man might languiſh in infamy by a ground 
charge, though he ſhould eſcape any legal penalty. 

It has therefore, my Lords, been immemorially eftabliſhed in thi 
nation, that no man can be apprehended, or called into > queſtion in 
any crime till there ſhall be proof. 

Firſt, that there is a Corpus Delifti, a crime 3 wi viſibhiconl 
mitted ; thus before a proceſs can be iſſued out. for enquiring after 
murderer, it muſt be apparent that a murder has been perpetrated, 
the dead body muſt be expoſed to a jury, and it muſt appear to then 
that he died by violence. It is not ſufficient: that a man is loſt, a 
that it is probable that he is murdered, becauſe no other reaſon of his 
abſence can be aſſigned; he muſt be found with the marks of fore 


upon him, or ſome circumſtances that may make it credible, _ he 


did not periſh by accident, or his own hand. , 

It is required, fecondly, my Lords, that he who. e any 
perſon as guilty of the fact thus apparently committed, muſt ſuſpeſ 
him to be the criminal; for he is not to take an opportunity, affordel 
him by the commiſſion of an illegal act, to gratify any ſecret malice 
or wanton curioſity, or: to drag to a ſolemn examination, thoſe again 
whom he cannot ſupport an accuſation. 

And, my Lords, that ſuſpicion may not ravage the concen of 
Britons without controul ; that men may not give way to the mer 


ſuggeſtions of malevolence, and load the characters of thoſe wit 


atrocious wickedneſs, whom perhaps they have no real reaſon to be- 
lieve more depraved than the bulk of mankind, and whoſe failing 
may have been exaggerated in their eyes by contrariety of opinion, or 
accidental competition, it is required in the third place, my Lord, 
that whoever apprehends or moleſts another on ſuſpicion of a crime, 
ſhall be able to give the reaſons of his ſuſpicion, and to prove then 
by competent evidence. 

Theſe, my Lords, are three eſſentials which the wiſdom of out 
anceſtors has made indiſpenſably previous to the arreſt or impriſon- 
ment of the meaneſt Briton ; it muſt appear, that there is a crime 
committed, that the perſon to be ſeized is ſuſpected of having com- 
mitted it, and that the ſuſpicion is founded upon probability. Requi- 
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es ſo reaſonable in their own nature, ſo neceſſary to the protection 


he ſecurity and happineſs of ſociety, that I ſuppoſe they will need no 
ſupport or vindication. Every man is intereſted. in the continuance 
'f this method of proceeding, becauſe no man is lecure from ſulfering 
the interruption or abolnicn of it. 

Such, my Lords, is the care and caution which the law direQts in 
be firſt part of any criminal proceſs, the detainment of the, perſon 
uppoſed guilty ; nor is the method of trial en 18 leſs regard 
to the ſecurity. of innocence. 


limſelf, or to anſwer any queſtions which may have any tendency to 
diſcover what the nature. of his defence requires to be concealed. 
His guilt muſt appear either by a voluntary and unconſtrained con- 
ſeſſion, which the terrors of conſcience have ſometimes extorted, and 
the notoriety of the crime has at other times produced, or by the 
depoſition of ſuch witneſſes as the jury ſhall think worthy of belief. 

To the credibility of any witnels it is always requiſite that he be 


diſintereſted, that his own cauſe be not involved in that of the perſon 


who ſtands at the bar, that he has no proſpect of adancing his for- 
tune, clearing his reputation, or ſecuring his life. For it is made 
too plain by daily examples, that intereſt will prevail over the virtue 


of moſt men, and that it is not ſafe to believe thoſe who are ſtrongly | 


tempted to deceive. 290 

There are caſes, my Lords, where the intereſt of the nerfan offering 
his evidence is. ſo apparent, that he is not even admitted to be heard; 
and any benefit which may poſſibly be propoſed, is admitted as an 
objection to evidence, and weakens it in a meaſure proportionate to 


the diſtance of the proſpect and the degree of profit. 
Such are the rules hitherto followed in criminal proceedings, the | 


voſation of which has been always cenſured as cruelty and oppreſſion, 


and perhaps always been repented even by thoſe who propoſed and 


defended it, when the commotions of party have ſubſided, and the 
heat of oppoſition and reſentment has given way to unprefucbces 
reflection. 

Of theſe rules, my Lords, it is not neceſſary to produce any de- 
fence from the practice of diſtant nations, becauſe it is ſufficient in 
the preſent caſe, that they are eſtabliſhed by- the conſtitution of this 
country, to which every Briton has a right to appeal; for how can 

8 8 | Re: any 


ff every man's quiet and reputation, and by conſequence ſo uſeful to 


It is an eſtabliſhed maxim, that no man can be obliged to accuſe 5 
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any man defend his conduct, if having acted under one vgs. he i 
to be tried by another? 

Let us therefore, my Lords apply theſe dia to the 0 10 
and enquire what regard appears to have been paid to them by ty 
Commons, and how well we ſhall obſerve them by m i 
their deſign. 

With reſpect to the firſt, 570 which it is wende that there bet 
known and manifeſt crime, it does not appear to have engaged the 


leaſt attention in the other Houſe ; for no fact is ſpecified in the bit 


upon which a proſecution can be founded, and therefore to enquie 
after evidence is ſomewhat prepoſterous ; it is nothing leſs than b 
invite men to give their opinion without a eee and to anf 
without a queſtion. 

It may be urged, indeed, that there is a univerſal Al over 
the whole nation, that the clamour againſt the perſon mentioned i 
the bill, has been continued for many years; that the influence of th 
nation is impaired in foreign countries; that our treaſury is exhauſted; 
that our liberties have been attacked, our properties invaded, and our 


morals corrupted ; but theſe are yet only rumours, without prodf 


and without legal certainty ; which may indeed with great propriety 
give occaſion to an enquiry, and perhaps by that enquiry ſome fach 
may be aſcertained which may ore ſufficient carnage ou farthet 
procedure. 

But ſuch, my Lords, is the form of the bill now before us, thit 
if it ſhould paſs into a ſtatute, it would, in my opinion, put a ſtop to 
all future enquiry, by making thoſe incapable of giving evidence, who 
have had moſt opportunities of knowing thoſe tranſactions, which 
have given the chief occaſion of ſuſpicion, and from whom therefore 
the moſt important information muſt naturally be expected. 


The firſt requiſite qualification of a witneſs, whether we conſut 


natural equity and reaſon, or the common law of our own country, 
is diſintereſtedneſs; an indifference, with regard to all outward cit- 
cumſtances, about the event of the trial at which his teſtimony i 
required. For he that is called as a witneſs where he is intereſted, 


is in reality giving evidence in his own cauſe. 

But this qualification, my Lords, the bill now before us manifeſtly 
takes away; for every man who ſhall appear againſt the perſon into 
whoſe conduct the Commons are enquiring, evidently promotes, it 


the bigneſs degree, his own intereſt by his evidence, as he may pre- 
clude 
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W, he l f 
| f that wealth which he has accumulated by fraud and oppreſſion, 


eſent w v perhaps preſerve that = which the Cw of the nation * 
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ce away. 


Nothing, my Lords, is more obvious than that this offer of in- 
emnity may produce perjury and falſe accuſation; nothing is more 
robable than that he who is conſcious of any atrocious villainies, 
mich he cannot certainly ſecure from diſcovery, will ſnatch this op- 
Wortunity of committing one crime more, to ſet himſelf free from 
he dread of puniſhment, and blot out his own guilt for ever, by 
harging Lord Orford as one of his accomplices. 

It may be urged, my Lords, that he who ſhall give falſe mb 
orfeits the indemnity to which the honeſt witneſs is entitled; but let 
s conſider why this ſhould be now, rather than in any former time, 
xccounted a ſufficient ſecurity againſt falſhood and perjury, It is at 
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and yet it has been hitherto thought neceſſary, not-only to deter it by 
ſubſequent penalties, but to take away all previous temptations z no 
t prod man's oath will be admitted in his own cauſe, though offered at the 
ropriet hazard of the puniſhment inflicted upon perjury, To offer indem- 
ne fa; nity to invite evidence, and to deter them from falſe accuſations by 
farther the forfeiture of it, even though we ſhould allow to the penal clauſe 
all the efficacy which can be expected by thoſe who propoſed. it, is 
only to ſet one part of the bill at variance with the other, to erect 


s, that 

ſtop to and demoliſh at the ſame time. | : 

e, whb But it may be proved, my Lords, that the reward will have more 
which influence than the penalty; and that every man who can'reaſon upon 
-refore the condition in which he is placed by this bill, will be more incited 
| to accuſe Lord Orford, however unjuſtly, by the proſpect of ſecu- 
rfl ity, than intimidated: by the forfeiture incurred by perjury. 


For, let us ſuppoſe, my Lords, a man whoſe conduct expoſes him 


untr 
rd il to puniſhment, and who knows that he ſhall not long be able to con- 
ny i ceal it; what can be more apparently his intereſt, than to contrive 
eſted uch an accuſation as may complicate his own wickedneſs with ſome 
tranſactions of the perſon to whom this bill relates? He may indeed 
ifeſtl be poſſibly confuted, and Joſe the benefit offered by the ſtate ;. but the 
\ into less of it will not place. him in a condition more dangerous than 
-s, in WW dat which he was in before; he has already deſerved all the ſeverity 


pre- to 


clude 


\ Je all examination of his own behaviour, and fecure the poſſeſſion 


all times criminal, and at all times puniſhable, to commit perjury z 
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to which perjury will expoſe him, and by forging a bold and wer ways be. 
connected calumny, he has at leaſt a chance of eſcaping. e comme 
0 Leet us ſuppoſe, my Lords, that the bill now under our conſiders. Me laws 9 
ö tion aſſigned a pecuniary reward to any man who ſhould apper . (6a)! app 
againſt this perſon, with a clauſe by which he that ſhould accuſe hin WF 19 cen 
1 falſely ſhould be diſmiſſed without his pay; would not this appear nquire int 
Mi a method of proſecution contrary to law, and reaſon, and juſtice! Me laws b 
Ui Would not every man immediately diſcover, that the witneſſes wer Miſhreſcribed, 
i bribed, and therefore they would deſerve no credit? And what is the WW") prope 
I difference between the advantage now offered and any other con. HPethod 
1 fideration, except that ſcarcely any other reward can be offered i How] GW 
i great, and conſequently fo likely to influence? xccalion, | 
1 Ih It is to be remembered, that the patrons of this bill evident It is well 
1 bl call for teſtimony from the abandoned and the profligate, from men iniſter a. 
whom they ſuppoſe neceſſarily to confeſs their own crimes in their MPterrogat 
Wii depoſitions ; and ſurely wretches like theſe ought not to be ſolicited ſv wh 
Wi to perjury by the offer of a reward. therefore 
Wh How cruel muſt all impartial ſpectators of the ublic tranſaQions I ocerded 
10 account a proſecution like this? What would be your Lordſhip; pill not fi 
iN judgment, ſhould you read, that in any diſtant age, or remote coun. That t 
ll try, a man was condemned upon the evidence of perſons publicly oath, the! 
# hired to accuſe him, and who, by their own confeflion, were traiton occaſion 
N to their country ? | fice, is 
| j That wickedneſs, my Lords, ſhould be extirpated by rights and for 2 al 
x 4 | juſtice rigorouſly exerciſed upon public offenders, is the uncontro- ene of 
1 verted intereſt of every country; and therefore it is not to be doubted, t Aker 
that in all ages the reflections of the wiſeſt men have been employed er 0 
upon the moſt proper methods of detecting offences; and ſince the ght to r 
ſcheme now propoſed has never been practiſed, or never but by the ouch, 
moſt oppreſſive tyrants, in the moſt flagitious times, it is evident, alte He 
that it has been thought inconſiſtent with equity, and of a tendency baue afſur 
contrary. to public happineſs. frs only 
Jam very far, my Lords, from deſtring that any breach of national d N 
ie Won, or chat s public office ſhould afford k-. e 
curity to bribery, extortion, or corruption. I am far from intending The 8 
to patroniſe the conduct of the perſon mentioned in the preſent bill. wakes 
Let the Commons proceed with the utmoſt ſeverity, but let them not believe t 
deviate from juſtice. If he has forfeited his fortune, his honours, 1 = 
ole 


or his life, let them by a legal proceſs be taken from him; but let it 
always 


* 
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4 wer iv: ys be dats that he, like every athes man, is: to be allowed 

| - common methods of ſelf- defence; that he is to ſtand or fall by 
be laws of his country, and to retain the privileges of a Briton, till 
t ſhall appear that he has forfeited them by his crimes. 

To cenſute guilt, my Lords, is undoubtedly neceſſary, and to 
nquire into the conduct of men in power inconteſtably juſt; but by 
e laws both of heaven and earth, the means as well as the end are 
reſcribed; rectum recte, legitimum legitime faciendum; we muſt not 
aly propoſe a good end in our conduct, but muſt attain it by that 
nethod which equity direRs and the law preſcribes. 

How well, my Lords, the law has been obſerved hitherto on this 
xccaſion, I cannot but propoſe that your Lordſhips ſhould conſider.” 
tis well known, that the Commons cannot claim a right to ad- 
niniſter an oath, and therefore can only examine witneſſes by ſimple 
aterrogatories. -That they cannot confer upon a committee the 
power which they have not themſelves, is indubitably certain; and 
therefore it is evident, that they have exceeded their privileges,” and - 
proceeded in their enquiry by methods which the laws of this ration 


nſiderz. 
| appeny 
uſe him 
; appear 
juſtice? 
es Were 
t is the 
T Con. 
tered ſo 


1dentl 
m men 
in their 
olicited 


Actions 

rdſhips yill not ſupport. 

4 That they cannot, my 7 in their own right e an 

ublich bath, they apparently confeſs by the practice of calling in on that 
occaſion a juſtice of the peace, who, as ſoon as he has performed his 


raitors 
 Whefice, is expected to retire. This, my Lords, is an evident eluſion, 


7, and for it is always intended, that he who gives an oath, gives it in conſe- 

onto. auence of his right to take the examination; but in this caſe the wit- 

ubted, nels takes an oath, coram non judice, before a magiſtrate that has no 

loyed Nrower to interrogate him, and is interrogated by thoſe * have no 
6 tight to require his oath. | 

oy the Such, my Lords, is my opinion of the conduct of the Committee 

of the Houſe of Commons, of whom I cannot but conclude that they 
have aſſumed 2 right which the conſtitution of our government con- 

ers only on your Lordſhips, as a Houſe of Senate, a Court of Judi- 
onal Nature, and therefore cannot think it prudent to confirm their pro- 
d &- ceedings by an approbation of this bill. | 
ading The Commons may indeed imagine that the oreſent ſtate of affairs 
pill. Wakes it neceſſary to proceed by extraordinary methods, they may 
x neſt belieye that the nation will not be ſatisfied without a diſcovery of 
ours, thoſe frauds which have been ſo long practiſed, and the puniſhment 
et it Net thoſe men by whom they have ſo long thought themſelves betrayed 
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rights to ſatisfy the expectations of the people. 


rho may deceive him, by his obſervation of circumſtances either re- 


courſe of proceedings, any regard is had to mere belief, and this 


poſſibly be obtained. When any claim is to be determined by written 


upon oath, their belief that the writing aſeribed to him, was or was 
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ore ſecu 


jons, by th 


Car 20 
and oppreſſed; but let us conſider, that clamour is not evidence, ary 
that we ought not either to recede from juſtice, or mow our on 


To remonſtrate againſt this invaſion of our e my Lon ) be perjut 
might be at this juncture improper ; the diſpute might in this time & Method un! 
commotion and viciſſitude diſtract the attention of thoſe to whom ths ined, for 
public affairs are committed, retard the buſineſs of the nation, zu 2 man 


give our enemies thoſe advantages which they can never hope ſtou iſouſe of C 


their own courage, or policy, or ſtrength. - It may therefore be prudem WI It may l. 
on this occaſion, only not to admit the right which they have aſſumed, N ential pre 
to ſatisfy ourſelves with retaining our privileges, without requiring ere is an! 
any further confirmation of them, and only defeat the invaſion d hey know, 


them by rejecting the bill, which is indeed of ſuch a kind as cannot he 
confirmed without hazarding not only our own rights, biit thoſe of 
__— Briton. 


which may 
immedi: 
hat he has 


For here is a ſpecies .of en invited, which. u- Mer un- iccoveries, 
A to our law, and from which it may be difficult to tell who can Wiſctermine ? 
be ſecure ; the witneſſes are required to diſcloſe all matters relating to hall not fa 


hat ſuſpici 
rom want 
xaminatic 
Ince no h. 
aults and | 
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left to ſuf 
bill give a 
and death 
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yernments 


the conduct of Lord Orfard, according to the beſt of their knowledet, 
remembrance, or belief! A form of depoſition, my Lords, of great 
latitude; a man's belief may be influenced by the report of others: 


mote in themſelves, or imperfectly diſcovered, or by his own reaſot- 
ings,” which muſt be juſt or fallacious according to his abilities; but 
which muſt yet have the ſame effect upon his belief, which they wil 
influence, not in proportion to their real ſtrength, but to the conf. 
dence placed in them by himſelf. | 

There is only one caſe, my Lords, in which, by the common 


evidence is only accepted on that occaſion, becauſe no other can 
evidences, of which, in order to prove their validity, it is neceflary 
to enquire by whom they were drawn or ſigned ; thoſe who ate 


acquainted with the writing of a dead perſon, are admitted to deliver, 


not his; but ſuch ſecondary witneſſes are never called, when the 


perſon can be produced whoſe hand-is to be proved. It has a 
There is yet another reaſon for which it is improper to admit ſuch Hatice an 
evidence as this bill has a tendency to promote. It is well know!, Wo! reaſon, 
| that Vol.! 
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at in all the courts of common law, the perſon accuſed is in ſome 
ere ſecured from the danger of being overborne by falſe accuſa- 
ons, by the penalty which may be inflited upon witneſſes diſcoveted 
be perjured; but in the method of examination now propoſed, a 


nethod unknown to the conſtitution, no ſuch ſecurity can be ob- 


vined, for there is no proviſion made by the laws for the puniſhment 
on, ea man who ſhall give falſe evidence before a committee of the 
pe fron WWouſe of Commons. 
prudent BY It may likewiſe be obſerved; that this bill wants one of the moſt 
(ſumed, WWſential properties of a law, perſpicuity and determinate meaning 


ere is an indemnity promiſed to thoſe who ſhall diſcover ALL 28 
hey know, remember, or believe. A very extenſive demand, and 
phich may therefore be liable to more fallacies and evaſions than can 
e immediately enumerated or detected. For how can any one prove 
hat he has a claim to the indemnity? He may, indeed, make ſome 


*Quiring 
afion 6f 
nnot be 
thoſe of 


to un. iccoveries, but whether he does not conceal ſomething, who can 
ho can Wctermine ? May not ſuch reſerves be ſuſpected, when his anſwers 
ting to hall not ſatisfy the expectations of his interrogators? And may not 


hat ſuſpicion deprive him of the benefit of the act? May not a man, 
rom want of memory, or preſence of mind, omit ſomething at his 
xamination which he may appear afterwards to have known? And 
ince no human being has the power of diſtinguiſhing exactly between 
aults and frailties, may not the defect of his memory be charged on 
im as a criminal ſuppreſſiom of a known fact? And may not he be” 
left to ſuffer the conſequences of his own confeſſion ? Will not the 
bill give an apparent opportunity for partiality ? And will not life 
and death, liberty and impriſonment, be placed in the hands of a 
ommittee of the Commons? May they not be eaſily ſatisfied with 
Informations of one man, and inceflantly preſs another to farther diſ- 
overies? May they not call ſome men notoriouſly criminal to 
xamination, only to ſecure them from puniſhment, and ſet them out 
bf the reach of juſtice? And extort from others ſuch anſwers as may 
teſt promote their views, by declaring themſelves unſatisfied with the 
extent of their teſtimony ? And will not this be an extortion of evi- 
lence equivalent to the methods practiſed in the moſt deſpotic go- 
yernments, and the moſt barbarous nations? 

[thas always been the praiſe of this Houſe to pay an equal regard to 


wieder, 
great 
others: 
er re. 
eaſon- 
ʒ but 
y wil 
confi- 


ſuch WWjuſtice and to mercy, and to follow without partiality, the direction 
dun, of reaſon, and the light of truth; and how conſiſtently with this cha- 
that 
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racter, which it ought to be our higheſt ambition to maintain, Wo 6 
can ratify the preſent bill your Lordſhips are this day to conſider, ji. 5. 
is to be enquired, whether to ſuppoſe a man guilty, only becauſe ſn aas x7 
guilt is ſuſpected, be agreeable to juſtice ; and whether it be ration -* 2 
before there is any proof of a crime, to point out the criminal. * m] 
We are to conſider, my Lords, whether it is not unjuſt to hen A — 
againſt any man, an evidence who is hired to accuſe him, and him * rect 


with a reward which he cannot receive without confeſling himſelf; 
man unworthy of belief. 
It is to be enquired, whether the 1 of a man who declrg 


pf my duty 
azard of 


only what he believes ought to be admitted, when the nature of th 3 
crime allows ſtronger proof, and whether any man ought to be eu. le e 
mined where he cannot be puniſhed if he be found perjured, 4 . 
A natural and juſt regard to our own rights, on the preſervation a Ora 
which the continuance of the conſtitution muſt depend, ought toll Wl 
alarm us at the appearance of any attempt to invade them 3 and th 33 
neceſſity of known forms of juſtice, ought to incite us to the t- et 
vention of any innovation in the methods of proſecuting offenders. On the 
For my own part, my Lords, I cannot approve either the prin. Lt alt 
ples or form of the bill. I think it neceſſary to proceed by know ir experie! 
precedents, when there is no immediate danger that requires extra ſupply ha 
dinary meaſures, of which I am far from being convinced that thy mother, 
are neceſſary on the preſent occaſion. I think that the certainty oft oy to ft 
erime ought to precede the proſecution of a criminal; and ] fee that fllacy cat 
there is in the preſent caſe no crime attempted to be proved, The When 
Commons have, in my opinion, already exceeded their privileges ent 
and I would not willingly confirm their new claims, For tber n ſur; 
reaſons, my Lords, I openly declare, that I cannot agree to the bill a 
being read a ſecond time. Tenn 
Lord TaALBO r ſpoke next to this effect My Lords, ſo high is For w. 
veneration for this great Aſſembly, that it is never without the utmof ii; opinie 
efforts of reſolution that I can prevail upon myſelf to give my ſent- 1 
ments upon any queſtion that is the ſubject of debate, however {irony evidently 
may be my conviction, or however ardent my zcal. That t 
But in a very particular degree do I diſtruſt my own abilities legal enq 


when J find my opinion contrary to that of the noble Lord who has im 
now ſpoken; and it is no common perplexity to be reduced to fe ME 
difficult choice of either ſuppreſſing my thoughts, or d cxpoling them ſetidents, 
to lo Ant geo a contraſt. 


mies fy p 


Yet, 
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Yet, ſince ſuch is my preſent ſtate, that I cannot avoid a declara- 
ion of my thoughts on this queſtion, without being condemned in my 
dun breaſt as a deſerter of my country, nor utter them without the 
langer of becoming contemptible i in the eyes of your Lordſhips : I 
vill, however, follow my conſcience, rather than my intereſt ; and 
ough I ſhould loſe any part of my little reputation, I ſhall find an 
imple recompence from the conſciouſneſs that I loſt it in the diſcharge 
f my duty, on an occaſion which RIP from yup good man the 
12zard of his life. , 

The arguments of the noble Lord have had upon me an effect 
which they never, perhaps, produced on any part of his audience be- 
ore; they have confirmed me in the contrary opinion to that which 


) declars 
Ire of thy 


o be ex 


vation of 
Ought tg 
; and the 
the pre. 


nedunters, not to put to flight i is to obtaih the victory; and, in a 
ontroverſy with the noble Lord, not to be convinced by him, is to 
eceive a ſufficient proof that the cauſe in which he is engaged is not 
o be defended by wit, eloquence, or learning. | 
On the preſent queſtion, my Lords, as on all others, he has pro- 
uced all that can be urged, either from the knowledge of paſt ages, 
or experience of the preſent; ; all that the ſcholar or the ſtateſman can 
ſupply has been accumulated, one argument has been added to 
another, and all the powers of a great capacity have been employed, 
only to ſhow that right and wrong cannot be confounded, and that 
fallacy can never ſtrike witiythe force of truth. 

When I ſurvey the arguments of the noble Lord, diſrobed of thoſe 
ornaments which his imagination has ſo liberally beſtowed upon them, 
[ am ſurpriſed at the momentary effect which they had upon my 
mind, and which they could not have produced had they been clothed 
in the language of any other perſon. 

For when I recollect, ſingly, the particular poſitions upon which 
lis opinion ſeems to be founded, I do not find them by any means 
uncontrovertible, ſome of them ſeem at beſt uncertain, and ſome 
evidently miſtaken. | 

That there is no apparent crime committed, and that therefore no 
legal enquiry can be made after the criminal, I cannot hear without 
aoniſhment, Is our commerce ruined, are our troops deſtroyed, are 
the morals of the people vitiated, is the ſenate crouded with de- 
petidents, are our fleets diſarmed, our allies betrayed, and our ene- 
mies ſupported without a crime? Was there no certainty of any 
K 2 crime 
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de has endeavoured to maintain. It has been remarked, that in ſome | 
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crime committed, when it was moved to petition his Majefty to d et it n 
miſs this perſon from his councils for ever? f crim 
It has been obſerved, my Lords, that nothing but the ſight of : ot b 
dead body can warrant a purſuit after the murderer ; but this is a eon. . « eq 
ceſſion ſufficient for the preſent purpoſe ; for if, upon the ſight of bs 1. 
murdered perſon, the murderer may lawfully be enquired after, a a + 

| thoſe who are reaſonably ſuſpected detained and examined; with equ temnity he 
reaſon, my Lords, may the ſurvey of a ruined nation, a nation ice or 1 
preſſed with burthenſome- taxes, devoured by the caterpillars of ning my 
ſtanding army, ſunk into contempt in every foreign court, and re. mproper 1 
pining at the daily decay of its commerte, and the daily multiples. broße non, 
tion of its oppreſſors, incite us to an enquiry after the author of it "Fm 
miſeries. onſidered 
It is aſſerted, that no man ought to be called into queſtion for any ned 


crime, who is not ſuſpected of having committed it. This, ny 
Lords, is a rule not only reaſonable in itſelf, but ſo narurally obſerved, 
that I believe it never yet was broken; and am certain, no man vil 
be charged with the violation of it, for accuſing this perſon as an 
enemy to his country. | 
But he that declares his ſuſpicion, may be called upon to diſcover practice © 
upon what facts it is founded ; nor will this part of the law produce late fe 
any difficulty in the preſent caſe, for as every man in the nation ſul. WI: ;. 
pects this perſon of the moſt enormous crimes, every man can produce If we ex 
ſufficient arguments to juſtify his opinion. be exam; 
On all other occaſions, my Lords, public fame is allowed ſome what can 
weight ; that any man is univerſally accounted wicked, will ad Hoabined 
ſtrength to the teſtimony brought againſt him for any particula H deir inter 
offence ; and it is at leaſt a ſufficient reaſon for calling any man to WW, . on 
examination that a crime is committed, and he is generally reported M on! 
to be the author of it. | It is adi 
That this is the ſtate of the perſon into whoſe conduct the Com. rerfally k 
mons are now enquiring, that he is cenſured by every man in the method th 
kingdom, whoſe ſentiments are not repreſſed by viſible influence, lbred as 
that he has no friends but thoſe who have ſold their integrity for the As ther 
plunder of the public, and. that all who are not enemies to theit He more 
country, have, for many years, inceſlantly ſtruggled to drag hin prevented 
down from the pinnacle of power, and expoſe him to that puniſhment bare dare, 
which he has ſo long deſerved, and fo long defied, is evident beyond bands ; bi 
contradiction, which are 
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to di. Let it not therefore be urged, my Lords, that there is no certainty 
f a crime which is proved to the conviction of every honeſt mind; 
et it not be ſaid that it 1s unreaſonable to ſuſpect this man, whom the 


dice of the people, a voice e always to be nen has ſo long 


it of th 
$ a Con, 
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ondemned. 

The method of procuring evidence "__ him by an if of in- 
lemnity has been repreſented by the noble Lord as not agreeable to 
uſtice or to law : in the knowledge 6f the law I am far from ima- 
ning myſelf able to contend with him ; but I think it may not be 
mproper to obſerve, that a perſon of the higheſt eminence in that 
vrofeflion, whoſe long ſtudy and great abilities give his deciſions an 
uncommon claim to authority and veneration, and who was always 
onſidered in this Houſe with the higheſt regard, ”_=_ to ferry en- 
tertained a very different opinion. 

It was declared by him, without the leaſt reſtriction, that all means 
ere lawful which tended to the diſcovery of truth, and therefore the 
public may juſtly expect that extraordinary methods ſhould be uſed 
upon occaſions of uncommon importance. 

Nor does this expedient appear to me very remote from the daily 
practice of promiſing pardon to thieves, on condition that they will 
make diſcoveries by which their CONFETTI may be brought to 
juſtice. f 

If we examine only the equity of this procedure, without regard to 
de examples of former times, it appears to me eaſily defenſible; for 
| uy what can be more rational than to break a confederacy of wretches 


ill add combined for the deſtruction of the happineſs of mankind, by dividing 


for any 
his, my. 
ſerved, 
an wil 
n as an 


liſcoyer 
produce 
on ſuſ- 
roduce 


ticular their intereſt, and making uſe, for the public good, of that regard for 
man id heir own ſafety, which has ſwallowed up every other principle of 
ported If: Men? | 
c t is admitted that wickedneſs ought to be puniſhed, and it is uni- 
Wh rerfally known that puniſhment muſt be preceded by detection; any 
in the feed therefore that promotes the diſcovery of crimes may be con- 
as fdered as advantageous to the public. 
for i As there is no wickedneſs of which the pernicious conſequences 
| thei ne more extenſive, there are none which ought more diligently to be 
s bin prevented, or more ſeverely puniſhed, than that of thoſe men Who 
ament Bitave dared to abuſe the power which their country has put into their 
eyond lands; but how they can be convicted by any other means than thoſe 
1. wich: are now propoſed, I confeſs myſelt unable to diſcover 3 ; for by 
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a very ſmall degree of artifice, a man inveſted with power may 
make every witneſs a partner of his guilt, and no man will be zh) 


to accuſe him, without betraying himſelf. In the preſent caſe iti 
evident, that the perſon of whoſe actions the bill now before us 


with others in illegal meaſures, in meaſures which their own ſecurity 
obliges them to conceal, and which therefore the mee of the 
public demands to be divulged- | 

That Paxton has diſtributed large ſums * 8 which he 
dares not diſcover, we are informed by the reports of the ſecret com- 
mittee ; and I ſuppoſe every body ſuſpects that they were diſtribute 
as rewards for ſervices which the nation thinks not very meritoriouz 
and I believe no man will aſk what reaſon can be alledged for ſuch 
ſuſpicions. 

But ſince it may be poſſibly ſuggeſted that Paxton e theſe 
ſums contrary to his maſter's direction, or without his knowledge, 
jt may be demanded, whether ſuch an aſſertion would not be an 25. 
parent proof of a very criminal degree of eee in à man in. 
truſted with the care of the public treaſure? 

Thus, my Lords, it appears in my opinion evident, that either k 
has concurred in meaſures which his ſervile agent, the mercenan 
tool of wickedneſs, is afraid to confeſs, or that he has ſtood by reg. 


| ligent of his truſt, and ſuffered the treaſure of the nation to be ſquan- 


dered by the meaneſt wretches without account. 
That the latter part of the accuſation is undoubtedly juſt, te 
report of the Commons cannot but convince us. It appears that 
for near eight years, Paxton was ſo high in confidence, that no ac. 
count was demanded from him; he beſtowed penſions at pleaſure, 


he was ſurrounded, like his maſter, by his idolaters; and after the 


fatigue of cringing in one place, had an opportunity of purchaling 
with the taxes of the nation, the gratification of tyranny i 
another, h 

I preſume, my Lords, that no man dares aſſert ſuch a flagrant 
neglect of ſo important an office, to be not criminal in a very big 
degree; to ſteal in private houſes that which is received in truſt, i 
felony by the ſtatutes of our country; and ſurely the wealth of te 
public ought not to be leſs ſecured than that of individuals, not 
ought he that connives at robbery to be treated * more lenity than 
the * 
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Therefore, my Lords, as I cannot but approve of the bill, I move 


bat it may be read a ſecond time; and I hope the reaſons which T 
ne offered, when joined with others, which J evpect to hear from 


our Lordſhips to be of the ſame opinion. *D 
| Lord HeRvey ſpoke next to this effect: —My Leeds! _ bill 
du before us is of a new kind, upon an Gccaſion no leſs new, I have 
ndeayoured to beſtow upon it a proportionate degree of attention; 
nd have conſidered it in all the lights in which I could place it; I 
ave, in my imagination, connected with it all the circumſtances 
mith which it is accompanied, and all the conſequences that it may 
produce either to the preſent age, or to futurity ; but the longer I re- 
fect upon it, the more firmly am I determined to oppoſe it ; nor has 
pcliberation any other effect, than to croud my thoughts with" new 
arguments againſt it, and to heighten diſlike to deteſtation. 

Ie muſt, my Lords, immediately occur to Every man at the firſt 
mention of the method of proceeding now propoſed, that it is ſuch 
a nothing but extreme neceſſity can vindicate ; that the noble per- 
ſor againſt whom it is contrived, mult be a monſter burthenſome to 
the world; that his crimes muſt be at once +public and enormous, 
and that he has been already condemned by all maxims of juſtice, 
though he has had the ſubtilty to eſcape by ſome unforeſeen defect in 
the forms of law. It might be imagined, my Lords, that there 
were the moſt evident marks of guilt in the conduct of the man thus 
cenſured, that he fled from the juſtice of his country, that he had 
openly ſuborned witneſſes in his favour, or had by ſome artihce cer- 


tainly known, obſtructed the evidence that was to have been brought 


againſt him. It might at leaſt be reaſonably conceived, that his 
crimes were of ſuch a kind as might in their own nature eaſily be 
concealed, and that therefore ſome extraordinary meaſures were ne- 
cellary for the diſcovery of wickedneſs which lay out of the reach of 
common enquiry. 1 | 
But, my Lords, none of theſe circumſtances can be now alledged ; 

for there is no certainty of any crime committed, nor any appearance 
of conſciouſneſs or fear in the perſon accuſed, who ſets his enemies 


at defiance in full ſecurity, and declines no legal trial of his paſt 


actions; of which it ought to be obſerved, that they have by the na- 
ture of his employments been ſo public, that they may —_— be 
examined without recourſe to a new law to facilitate a: - 
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ords of a greater experience, knowledge and ee will induce 
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alteration of another. 


for there is in reality a neceſſity that it ſhould be rejected. Juſti 


[May 200 
The bill therefore is, my Lords, at leaſt unneceſſary, and an jn 
novation not neceſſary ought always to be rejected, becauſe no ma 
can foreſee all the conſequences of new meaſures, or can know yy 
evils they may create, or what ſubſequent changes they may intr, 
duce. The alteration of one part of a ſyſtem naturally requires th 
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But, my Lords, that there is no 1 for this law now pro, 
poſed; is not the ſtrongeſt argument that may be brought againſt it 


and humanity are neceſſarily to be ſupported, without which ng 
ſociety can ſubſiſt, nor the life or property of any man be enjoyel 
with ſecurity: and neither juſtice nor humanity can truly be aid u 
reſide, where a law like this has met with approvation. | 

My Lords, to proſecute any man by ſuch methods, is to over, 
bear him by the violence of power, to take from him all the ſecui. 
tics of innocence, and diveſt him of all the means of ſelf-defence 
It is to hire againſt him thoſe whoſe'teſtimonies ought nat to be admit. 
ted, it they were voluntarily produced, and of which, ſurely, no- 
thing will be farther neceſſary to annihilate the validity, than to ob- 
ſerve that they are the depoſitions of men who are villains by thei 
own confeſſion, and of whom the nation fees, that they may ſav 
their lives by a bold accuſation, whether true or falſe. 

That the bill will indeed be effectual to the purpoſes deſigned, thit 

t will croud the courts of juſtice with evidence, and open ſcenes d 
wickedneſs never diſcovered before, I can readily believe; for| 
cannot imagine that any man who has expoſed his life by any flagran 
crime, will miſs ſo fair an opportunity of ſaving it by another, | 
ſhall expect, my Lords, that villains of all denominations, who ar 
now ſkulking in private retreats, who are eluding the officers d 
juſtice, or flying before the public purſuit of the country, will ſecur 
themfelves by this eaſy expedient ; and that houſebreakers, highwaj- 
men, and pickpockets, will come up in crouds to the bar, charge the 
Earl of Orford as their accomplice, and plead this bill as a | ſecurity 
againſt all enquiry. 

That this ſuppoſition, however wild and exaggerated it may ſeem, 
may not be thought altogether chimerical, that it may appear with 


bow little coniideration. this bill has been drawn, and how eaſily it 
may be perverted to the patronage of wickedneſs, I will lay before 
your Lordſhips ſuch, a, plea as may probably be produced by it, 
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nd an i A man whom the conſciouſneſs of murder has for ſome time kept 


e no ny, continual terrors, may clear himſelf for ever, by alledging, that 
ow why e was commiſſioned by the Earl of Orford to engage, with any cer- 
ay inta ia ſum, the vote or intereſt of the murdered perſon ; that he took 


Juires tic opportunity of a ſolitary place to offer him the bribe,” and pre- 
bſtinate and perverſe, filled with prejudices againſt a wiſe and juſt 
miniſtration, and inclined to obſtruct the meaſures of the govern- 
ment, he for ſome time expoſtulated with him; and being provoked 
by his contumelious repreſentations of the ſtate of affairs, he could 
ho longer reſtrain the ardour of his loyalty, but thought it proper to 
emove from the world a man ſo much inclined to ſpread ſedition 
zmong the people; and that therefore finding the place convenient, 
o over, Me ſuddenly ruſhed upon him and cut his throat. 
2 ſecuri. Thus, my Lords, might the murderer repreſent his caſe, perhaps, 
defence, Without any poſſibility of a legal confutation; thus might the moſt 
e admit. WY atrocious villainies' eſcape cenſure, by the aſſiſtance of n 
ly, no- Wand cunning. 
| to ob- A bill like this, my Lords, is nothing leſs than a hd, 
by their the head of a citizen is apparently ſet to ſale, and evidence is hired, 
ay ſave by which the innocent and the guilty _ be deſtroyed 1 15 
facility. 
ed, that It is apparent, my 714 that they by hs this bill is pro- 
enes a poſed, act upon the ſuppoſition that the noble perſon mentioned in 
for! it, is guilty of all thoſe crimes of which he is ſuſpected; a ſuppo- 
lagrant WWW ſition, my Lords, which it is unjuſt to make, and to which neither 
zer. I reaſon, nor the laws of our country, will * countenance or 
ho are ſupport. | | 
cers of I, my Lords, will much more equitably ſuppoſe him innocent; I 
ſecure I will ſuppoſe that he has, throughout all the years of his adminiſtra- 
;hway- Wi tion, ſteadily proſecuted the beſt ends, by the beſt means; that if he 
ge tie has ſometimes been miſtaken or diſappointed, it has been neither by 
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curity I his negligence or ignorance, but by falſe intelligence, or accidents 

not to be foreſeen; and that he has never either ſacrificed his coun- 
ſeem, Wl try to private intereſt, or procured, by any illegal methods, the 
r wit Bi afiſtance and ſupport of the legiſlature; and I will aſk your Lord- 
- it chips, whether, if this character be juſt, the bill ought to be paſſed, 
efore 


and doubt not but every man's conſcience will inform him, that 1t 
ought to be rejected with the utmoſt * N 
man 


The 


al upon him to comply with his propoſals; but that finding him 
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The reaſon, my Lords, for which it ought to be rejected, is our, ore 
dently this, that it may bring innocence into danger. But, my Long nothin! 
every man before his trial is to be ſuppoſed innocent, and chereſm, noted as 2 
no man ought to be expoſed to the hazards of a trial, by which i dich we k 
tue and wickedneſs are reduced to a level. A bill like this ought wi" admit 
be marked out as the utmoſt effort of malice, as a ſpecies of cruelty! oper evid 
never known before, and as a method of proſecution When u 6c n<© o 
Houſe has cenſured. 15 nh] | | Nor is tl 
I did not, indeed, expect from thoſe. who have ſo long clamoure ib" with 
with inceſſant vehemence againſt the meaſures of the miniſtry, ſuch uoductio 
an open confeſſion of their own weakneſs. Nothing, my Lords, was annot be 
frequently urged, or ſo warmly exaggerated, as the impoſſibility of bſſembly, 
procuring evidence againſt a man in power ; nothing was more'con. In exam 
fidently aſſerted, than that his guilt would be eaſily proved when his pon the I 
authority was at an end ; and that even his own agents would readily neon, 
detect him, when they were no longer dependant upon his favour. Jupecting 
The time, my Lords, ſo long expected, and ſo ardently defired, i our la 

is at length come; this noble perſon whom they have ſo long purſue ſilhaods 
with declamations, invectives, and general reproaches, has at length we cannot 
reſigned thoſe offices which ſet him above puniſhment or trial; hen auth 
1s, now without any other ſecurity than that by which every other It decl 
man is ſheltered from oppreſſion, the public protection of the lays belore the 
of his country; but he is yet found impregnable, he is yet able to before th 
ſet his enemies at defiance; and they have therefore now, with great delign, v 
fagacity, contrived a method by which he may be diveſted of the Peer w. 
common privileges of a ſocial being, and may be hunted like a wil nation th 
* without defence, and without pity. | s not po 
here, my Lords, can it be expected that malice like this will I ought 29 

find an end? Is it net reaſonable to imagine that if they ſhould be If we 

gratified in this demand, and ſhould find even this expedient baffled peclare 
by the abilities which they have ſo often encountered without ſuc- Commo! 
ceſs, they would proceed to meaſures yet more atrocious, and puniſh learned 
him without evidence, whom they call to a trial without a crime. violated 
It has been obſerved by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, that there ſhould 1 
are crimes mentioned in the report of the Secret Committee of the Commo 
Houſe of Commons, or that at leaſt ſuch facts are afterted in it, equivoc 
that an accuſation may by eaſy deductions be formed from them. criſtenc 
The. report of that committee, my Lords, with whatever venera- rant th 
_ it may be mentioned, by thoſe whoſe purpoſes it happens to an ack. 

> . favoul, 
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our, or of whatever importance it may be in the other Houſe, is 
re nothing but a pamphlet not to be regarded as an evidence, or 
noted as a writing of authority. It is only an account of facts of 
vich we know not how they were collected, and which every one 
ay admit or reject at his own choice, till they are aſcertained by 
oper evidence at our own bar, and which therefore ought not to 
Avence our opinion in the preſent debate, 
Nor is the bill, my Lords, only founded upon RFP YE incon- 
ſtent with the conſtitution of this nation, apparently tending to the 
doduction of a new ſpecies of oppreſſion, but is in itſelf ſuch as 
annot be ' ratified without injury to the honour of this gun 
Aſſembly, * 
In examining the bill, my Lords, I ink it not car to dwelk 
pon the more minute and trivial defects of the orthography and ex- 
preſſſon, though they are ſuch as might juitly give occaſion for 
ſuſpecting that they by whom it was written, were na leſs ſtrangers 
o our language than to our conſtitution. There are errors ar 
falſhoods which it more nearly concerns us to detect, and to which 
ye cannot give any ſanction, without an evident diminution of our 
own authority, | | h 8 
It declares, my Lords, that en is now an enquiry depending 
before the Senate, an aſſertion evidently falſe, for the enquiry is only 
before the Commons. Whether this was inſerted by miſtake op 
delign, whether it was intended to inſinuate that the whole (enatorial 
power was compriſed in the Houſe of Commons, or to perſuade the 
nation that your Lordſhips concurred with them in this enquiry, it 


js not poſſible to determine; but ſince it is falſe in either n it 


[ought not to receive our confirmation. 


If we ſhould paſs the bill in its preſent Fan we ſhould not only 
declare our approbation of the meaſures hitherto purſued by the 
Commons, by which it has been already proved, by the noble and 
learned Lord who ſpoke firſt againſt the bill, that they have not only 
violated the law, but invaded the privileges of this Houſe, We 
ſhould not only eſtabliſh for ever in a committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, the power of examining upon oath by an eluſive and 
equiyocatory expedient, but we ſhould in effect vote away our own 
cxiſtence, give up at once all authority in the government, and 
grant them an unlimited power, by acknowledging them the Senate, 
an acknowledgment which might ir in a very ſhort time be quoted 

againſt 


Dont AY 20. 
againſt us, and from which it would not be eaſy for us to extrc 


ourſelves. _ 651 
Ir has indeed been remarked, that there is a large ſum of money 
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diſburſed without account, and e public is repreſented as app. 
rently injured, either by fraud or 3 but it is not remem. 
bered that none but his Majeſty has a right to enquire into the di 
tribution of the revenue appropriated to the ſupport of his family anj 
dignity, and the payment of his ſervants, and which therefore canndt 
with any degree be called public money, or fall under the cogniſing 
of thoſe whom it concerns to inſpect the national accounts. Either 
the civil lift muſt be exempt from enquiries, or his Majeſty muſt he 
reduced to a ſtate below that of the meaneſt of his ſubjects; he cu 
enjoy neither freedom or property, and muſt be debarred for ever 
from thoſe bleſſings which he 1s nnn labouring to ſecure t6 
others. 

There is likewiſe another conſideration which my regard for the 
honour of this Aſſembly ſuggeſted to me, and of which I doubt not 
but that all your Lordſhips will allow the importance. The noble 
perſon who is pointed out in this bill as a public criminal, and whon 
all the villains of the kingdom are invited to accuſe, is inveſted with 
the ſame honours as ourſelves, and has a fon who has for many year 
poſſeſſed a ſeat amongſt us; let us not therefore concur with the 
Commons to load our own Houſe with infamy, and to propagate 
reproach, which will at laſt fix upon ourſelves, | 

Innumerable are the objections, my Lords, which might yet be 
urged, and urged without any poſſibility of reply; but as J have al. 
ready been heard with fo much patience, I think what has been il. 
ready mentioned ſufficient to determine the queſtion : and as [I doubt 
not but the other defects and abſurdities will be obſerved, if it be 


neceſſary, by ſome other Lords, I ſhall preſume only to add, that s 


the bill appears to me contrary to the laws of this nation, to tie 
common juſtice of ſociety, and to the general reaſon of mankind, 
as it muſt naturally eſtabliſh a precedent of oppreſſion, and confirm 
a ſpecies of authority in the other Houſe which was either never 
claimed before, or always denied; as 1 think the moſt notorious and 
public criminal ought not to be deprived of that method of defence 
which the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of our country allow him, and believe 
the perſon mentioned in this bill to deſerve rather applauſes and re- 
wards than cenſures and puniſhments, I think myſelf obliged to op- 
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entren let it, and hope to find your Lordſhips unanimous in the ſame 


l } inion. 
f mo 7 hen the Duke of ARGYLE anſwered. in ſubſtance as follows :— 
is * Lords, whatever may be the fate of this queſtion, I have little 


that it will be unanimouſly decided, becauſe I have reaſon to 
ir that ſome Lords have conceived prejudices againſt the bill, which 
nder them from diſcovering either its reaſonableneſs or its neceſſity; 
 canng nd am convinced that others who approve the bill, can ſupport their 
niſin pinion by arguments, from which, as they cannot be confuted, they 


Eithes ever will recede. 
Thoſe arguments which have influenced my opinion, I will lay be- 


remem. 
the dj 
11 ly and 


nuſt he 
he cn More your Lordſhips, and doubt not of ſhewing that I am very far 
or ever from giving way to perſonal malice, or the prejudices of oppoſt- 


ure uon; and that I regard only the voice of reaſon, and the call of 


nation. Pk 
or the Calmneſs and nll my Lords, have been with great pro- 
ibt not riety recommended to us by the noble Lord who ſpoke firſt in this 


noble ebate; and J hope he will diſcover by the moderation with which 1 


whom ball deliver my ſentiments on this occaſion, how much I reverence 
{ with is precepts, and how willingly I yield to his authority. 
yea I am at leaſt certain, that I have hitherto liſtened to the argu- 
ch the WI nents that have been offered on either. fide with an attention void of 
"agate prejudice ; I have reprefſed no motions of conviction, nor abſtracted 
y mind from any difficulty, to avoid the labour of ſolving it: I 
et be bave been folicitous to ſurvey every poſition in its whole extent, and 
e al. N nace it to its remoteſt conſequences ; I have aſſiſted the arguments 
n 2). ageinſt the bill by favourable ſuppoſitions, and imaginary cireum- 
doubt I tances, and have endeavoured to diveſt my own opinion of ſome 
it be pendant and accidental advantages, that I might view it in a ſtate 
** leſs likely to attract regard ; and yet I cannot find any reaſon by 


> the which I could juſtify myſelf to my country or my conſcience, if 1 
Lind, bould concur in rejecting this bill, or ſhould not endeavour to 


firm promote it. 

ever | am not anevanbioned; my Len with the difficulties that ob- 
and tuct the knowledge of our own hearts, and cannot deny that incli- 
nation may be ſometimes miſtaken for conviction ; and men even 


they only wiſh : but this, my Lords, can only happen for want of 
attention, or on ſudden 1 when it is neceſſary to deter- 
| mine 
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viſe and honeſt, may imagine themſelves to believe what, in reality, 
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expedients may be found by which theſe circumſtances may be altered, 
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mine with little conſideration, while the paffions have not yet tins 
fo ſubſide, and reaſon is yet ſtruggling with the emotions of def 
In other circumſtances, my Lords, I am convinced that no my 
impoſes on himſelf without conniving at the fraud, without COnfeioul. 
neſs that he admits an opinion which he has not well examined, 20 
without conſulting indolence rather than reaſon; and therefore ny 
Lords, I can with confidence affirm, that I now declare my real ogi 
nion, and that if I err, I err only for want of abilities to difcover i 
truth; and hope it will appear to your Lordſhips, that J have been 
miſled at leaſt by ſpecious arguments, and deceived by fallacious a; 
pearances, which it is no reproach not to have been able to dete}, 
It will, my Lords, be granted, I ſuppoſe, without heſitation, thy 
the law is conſiſtent with itſelf; that it never at the fame time con. 
mands and prohibits the ſame action, that it cannot be at once vi. 
lated and obſerved. From thence it will inevitably follow, that where 
the circumitances of any tranſaction are ſuch, that the principles i 
that law by which it is cogniſable are oppoſite to each other, ſome 


Otherwiſe a ſubtle or powerful delinquent will always find ſhelter in 
ambiguities, and the law will remain inactive, like a | balance loaded 


equally on each ſide. 


On the preſent occaſion, my Lords, I pronounce with the utmoſ 
confidence, as a maxim of indubitable certainty, that the public ha 
& claim to every man's evidence, and that no man can plead exemption 
from this duty to his country. But thoſ: whom falſe gratitude, or 
contracted notions of their own intereſt, or fear of being entangl 
in the ſnares of examination, prompt to diſappoint the juſtice of the 


public, urge with equal vehemence, and indeed with equal truth, 


that no man is obliged to accuſe himſelf, and that the conſtitution of 
Britain allows no man's evidence to be extorted from him to his own 
deſtruction, 

Thus, my "FEM two of the firſt principles of the Britiſh lay 
though maxims equally important, equally certain, and equally ts 
be preſerved from the leaſt appearance of violation, are contri- 
dictoty to each other, and neither can be obeyed, becauſe neither can 
be infringed. 

How then, my Lords, is this contradiction to be reconciled, and 


the neceſſity avoided of breaking the law on one fide or the other, 
| | but 
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ut by the method now propoſed, of ſetting thoſe whoſe evidence is 
3 free from the danger which they may incur by giving it. 
The end of the law is the redreſs of wrong, the protection of — 5 
ud the preſervation of happineſs; and the law is fo far imperfect as 


tay 24 
et ting 
f defire 
no ma 
onlciouf, 
ned, ant 
fore, ny 
real o. 
Over the 


ve been 


ious aþ. 


0 ſupply it. 
By the experience, my Lands, of one generation after another, 


þy the continued application of ſucceſſive ages, was our law brought 
o its preſent accuracy. As new combinations of circumſtances, or 
unforeſeen artifices of evaſion, diſcovered to our anceſtors the inſuf- 


| | 

— Fciency of former proviſions, new expedients, were invented ; and as 
ge con; Wſvickednels improved its ſubtilty, the law multiplied its powers and 
ice vi ertended its vigilance, 

it wich If I ſhould, therefore, allow, what has boo urged, that tans! is no 
ciples c precedent of a bill like this, what can be inferred from it, but that 
# kad wickedneſs has found a ſhelter that was never diſcovered before, and 
Altered which muſt be forced by a new method of attack? And what then 
elter e we required to do more than has been always done by our an- 
load ceſtors, on a thouſand occaſions of far leſs importance ? 

I know not, my Lords, whether it be poſſible to imagine an emer- 
utmolebce that can mare evidently require the interpoſition of the legiſ- 
31 55 ative power, than this which is now propoſed to your conſideration. 
ma The nation has been betrayed in peace, and diſgraced in war; the 
ide. conſtitution has been openly invaded, the yotes of the Commons ſet 
cangl publicly to ſale, the treaſures of the public. have been ſquandered to 
of the purchaſe ſecurity to thoſe by whom it was oppreſſed, the people are 


| truth exaſperated to, madneſs, the Commons have begun the enquiry that 


tion of 
is on 
h law, | bas ä 
ally 6 of unuſual powers, and yet nothing either new or unuſual is required 
Oontra- 53% 
occaſional laws, and parallel ſtatutes of laſting obligation, 

When frauds have been committed by the agents of trading 
companies, bills of indemnity to thoſe þy whom any diſcoveries 
ſhould be made, have been propoſed and paſſed without any of thoſe 
breadful conſequences which ſome noble Lords have foreſeen in this. 


I haye 


er Call 


, and 
other, 
but 


8 


fails to produce the end for which it is inſtituted ; and where 
17 imperfection is diſcovered, it is the province of the legiſlature | 


has been for more than twenty years demanded and eluded, and 
juitice is on a ſudden inſuperably retarded by the deficiency of the 


durely, my Lords, this is an occaſion. that may juſtify the exertion ö 


for the bill now propoſed may be ſupported both by precedents of 


- 


144 Lua wy 
I have never heard that any man was ſo ſtupid as to miſtake ſuch a bi 
for a general act of grace, or that the confeſſion of any crimes yy 
procured by it, except of thoſe which it was intended to dete&, 1 
have never been informed, that any murderer was bleſſed with ty 

acuteneſs of the noble Lord, or thought of flying to ſuch an act 3 
to a common ſhelter for villainy. Such ſuppoſitions, my Lords, cn 
be intended only to prolong a controverſy and weary an opponent; 
nor can ſuch trifling exaggerations contribute to any other end, tha 
of diſcovering the fertility of mn and the exuberance 9 
eloquence, 

For my part, my Lords, I think paſſion and W equally 
culpable in a debate like this; and cannot forbear to recommen 
ſerioufneſs and attention, with the ſame zeal, with which moderation 
and impartiality have already been inculcated. He that entirely dif 
regards the queſtion in debate, who thinks it too trivial for a ſeriou 
diſcuſſion, and ſpeaks upon it with the ſame ſuperficial gaiety with 
which he would relate the change of a faſhion, or the incidents of 
ball, is not very likely, either to diſcover or propagate the truth; 
and is Jeſs to be pardoned, than he who is betrayed by paſſion into 
abſurdities, as it 1s leſs criminal to injure our country by zeal tha 
by contempt, . 


DEBATE O 


That bills, without any eſſential difference from that which is non 
before us, have been paſſed in favour of private companies, is indil. 
putably certain; it is certain that they never produced any other 
effect, than ſuch as were expected from them by thoſe who promoted 


them. It is evident, that the welfare of the nation is more worth 
of our regard than any ſeparate company ; that the whole, of more 
importance than a part; and therefore the ſame meaſures may be now 
uſed with far greater juſtice, and with equal probability of ſucceſs, 
The neceſſity of the law now propofed, my Lords, cannot more 
plainly appear, than by reflecting on the abſurdity of the pleas made 
uſe of for refuſing it, which, conſidered in the whole, contain only 
this aſſertion, That the ſecurity of one man is to be preferred to 
juſtice, to truth, to public felicity; 
eſtabliſhed, which will for ever ſhelter every future miniſter from the 
laws of cur country ; and that all our miſeries are rather to be borne 
in filence, or lamented in impotence, than the man, whom the 


whole nation agrees to accuſe as the author of them, ſhould be e- 
| poſed 
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ach ale to the hazard of a trial, even before thoſe whom every tie of 
mes wlll... and long continued affection has united to him. 0 
etect; lt is indeed objected, that by paſſing this bill, we ſhall transfer the 


with thy 
n aq} % 


hority of trying him to the other Houſe ; that we ſhall give up 
rprivileges for ever, erect a new court of n, and overturn 


rds, en conſtitutions 
ponent; have long obſerved, my Lands, wigs vain it is to argue REY 
nd, thn oe whoſe reſolutions are determined by extrinfic motives, and have 


ance of een long acquainted with the art of diſguiſing obſtinacy, by an ap- 
| nance of reaſons that have no weight, even in the opinion of him 
equaly Wi whom they are offered, and of raiſing clouds of objections, which, 
ommend 
deration 
rely di. 
ſerious 
ty with 
nts of: 


e mouth for a time, and preſervę the diſputant from the reproach. 
adhering to an opinion, in vindication of which he had nothing 
d fay. Bi - 


remove it only to make way for another, for thoſe can never be 


truth; Nenced who can ſatisfy themſelves with arguments like this; how- 
on into er, thoſe that offer it expect it ſhould be anſwered, and if it ſhould 


+ paſſed over in the debate, will boaſt of its irrefragability, and 
nagine that they have gained the victory by the ae of their 
ilities, rather than of their numbers. 

That we ſhall, by paſſing this bill, give the Commons a power 
nich they want at preſent, is unqueſtionably evident; but we ſhall 
nly retrieve that which they were never known to want before, the 


al than 


is now 
s 1ndif- 
y other 
omoted 
worthy 
f more 
Je now 
ceſs, 
t more 
5 made 
n only 
red to 
r to be 
om the 
borne Hay motives of perſonal malevolence, that I am only doing, in the 
m the Wale of the miniſter, what T ſhould ardently defire to be done in my 
de er. n, and what no man would wiſh to obſtruct, who was ſupported 
poſed WF Vor, II. : L by 


ar, and of whoſe teſtimonies we ſhall reſerve the judgment to our- 
hes. The Commons will only act as proſecutors, a character in 
hich they were never conceived to encroach upon our right. The 
an whoſe conduct is the ſubject of enquiry, muſt ſtand his trial at 
bar; nor_ has the bill any other tendency, than to enable the 
ommons to bring him to it. 

What can be alledged againſt this deſign I know not; becauſe [ 
n diſcover no objections which do not imply guilt, and guilt we are 
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the firſt reply, will certainly be diffipated, but which, at leaſt, fill 


Of this kind is the objeftion 8 1 am now tk eons hd 


wer of producing evidence; evidence which we, my Lords, muſt 


ot yet at liberty to ſuppoſe. I am ſo far from preſſing this bill from 
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by a conſciouſneſs of integrity, and ſtimulated by that honeſt ſenſ: off Ao the 
reputation which I have always found the concomitant of innocence, iſ... preva 
I hope I ſhall be readily believed by your Lordſhips, when ad dires 
once more, that I ſhould not only forbear all oppoſition to a bill i bedient 
tended to produce a ſcrutiny into my conduct, but that T ſhould p gairs; fin 
mote it with all my intereſt, and ſolicit all my friends to expediy porous ſc 
and ſupport it; for there was once a time, my Lords, in which "cy are n 
behaviour was ha to the teſt, a time when no expedient wlll To elud 


forgotten by which I might be oppreſſed, nor any method untried i 
procure accuſations againſt me. 

Whether the preſent caſe in every circumſtance will ſtand exadly 
parallel to mine, I am very far from preſuming to determine, I h 
ſerved my country with induſtry, fidelity and ſucceſs, and had receiy 
the illuſtrious teſtimony of my conduct, the public thanks of thy 
Houſe. I was conſcious of no crime, nor had gratified in my ſe. 
vices any other paſſion than my zeal for the public. I ſaw myll 
| Ignominiouſly diſcarded, and attacked by every method of calumiy 
and reproach. Nor was the malice of my enemies ſatisfied with dt 
ſtroying my reputation without impairing my fortune: for this pu 
poſe a proſecution was projected, a wretch was found out who 
gaged to accuſe me, and received his pardon for no other purpoſe; 
nor did I make any oppoſition to it in this Houſe, though I knew t 
intent with which it was procured, and was informed that pan: 
my eſtate was allotted him to harden his heart, and an 
aſſertions. 

Ibis, my Lords, is hank a precedent which: I n a right . 
quote, and which will vindicate me to your Lordſhips from the in 
putation of partiality and malignity ; ſince it is apparent, that I @ 
only in the caſe of another, what I willingly ſubmitted to, when at 
enquiry was making into my conduct. f 

But, my Lords, this is far from being the day W whid 
may be pleaded in favour of this bill; a bill which in reality concun 
with the general and regular orally of the eſtabliſhed law, as will 
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appear to every one that compares it with the eighth ſection of ti de deſirou 
Act for preventing Bribery ; in which it is eſtabliſhed as a perpetulfMendeavour 
law, that he who, having taken a bribe, ſhall, within twelve mont gullty, the 
inform againſt him that gave it, ſhall be received as an evidence, world will 


be indemnifgd from all the conſequences of his diſcovery. Theſe, 
” ToWbitherto te 
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To theſe arguments of reaſon and precedent, I will add one of a 
nocence, Wi ore prevalent kind, drawn from motives of intereſt, which ſurely. 
en Ha ould direct our miniſters to favour the enquiry, and promote every 
a bill i 


pedient that might produce a complete diſcuſſion of the public 
fairs; ſince they would ſhew, that they are not afraid of the moſt 
gorous ſerutiny, and are above any fears that the precedent which 

hey are now eſtabliſhing may revolve upon themſelves. | 
To elude the ratification of this bill, it was at firſt urged that 
dere was no proof of any crime; and when it was ſhewn, that there 
25 an apparent miſapplication of the public money, it became neceſ- 
j to determine upon a more hardy aſſertion, and to filence malicious 
foners, by ſhewing them how little their arguments would be 
egarded. It then was denied, with a ſpirit worthy of the cauſe in 
bich it was exerted, that the civil liſt was public money. | 
Diſputants like theſe, my Lords, are not born to be confuted; it 
ould be to little purpoſe that any man ſhould aſk, whether the 
noney allotted for the civil liſt was not granted by the public, and 
hether public grants did not produce public money; it would be 
vithout any effect, that the uſes for which that grant is made ſhould 
e enumerated, and the miſapplication of it openly proved; a diſ- 

nfton, or at leaſt'a negative would be always at hand, and obſtinacy 


new dend intereſt would turn argument afide, "= 
part Upon what principles, my Lords, we can now call out for. a proof 
then lier crimes, and proceed in the debate as if no juſt reaſon of ſuſpicion 


jad appeared, I am not able to conjecture ; here is, in my opinion, 
fnot demonſtrative proof, yet the ſtrongeſt preſumption of one of 
e greateſt crimes of which any man can be guilty, the propagation 
ff wickedneſs, of the moſt atrocious breach of truſt which can be 
harged upon a Britiſh inn a deliberate trakks for the liberties 
ff his country. | 

Of theſe enormous villainies, however difficult it may now ſeem 
0 diſengage him from them, I hope we ſhall ſee reaſon to acquit him 
t the bar of this Houſe, at which, if he be innocent, he ought to 
de deſirous of appearing ; nor do his friends conſult his honour, by 
ndeavouring to withhold him from it; if they, indeed, believe him 
guilty, they may then eaſily juſtify their conduct to him, but the 
world will, perbaps, require a more public vindication, 
Theſe, my Lords, are the arguments which have influenced me 
bitherto to approve the bill now before us, and which will continue 
L 5 | their 


bation, that I am in doubt whether I ſhould retard the determinatid 
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their prevalence, till I ſhall hear them confuted z and ſurely if te 
are not altogether unanſwerable, they are ſurely of ſo much ing 
tance, that the bill for which they have been produced, muſt be 4, 
lowed to deſerve at leaſt a deliberate examination, and may very 
juſtly be referred to a committee, in which ambiguities may be ny 
moved, and inadvertencies corrected. 
Lord CHOLMONDELEY ſpoke next to the following purpoſe a ii 
My Lords, This bill is in my opinion ſo far from deſerving appro 


of the Houſe, by laying before you the' reaſons which influence ng 
in this debate; nor indeed could I prevail upon myſelf to enter inn 
a a formal diſcuſſion of a queſtion, on which I ſhould have imagine 
that all mankind would have been of one opinion, did not my rey. 
- rence of the abilities of thoſe noble Lords who have ſpoken in defency 
of the bill, incline me, even againſt the conviction of my own reafaq, 
to ſuſpect that arguments may be offered in its favour, which I hay 
not. yet been able to diſcover ; and that thoſe which have been pro- 
duced, however inconcluſive they have ſeemed, will operate mor 
powerfully when they are more fully diſplayed, and better underſtool, 
For this reaſon I ſhall lay before your Lordſhips the objedtion 
which aroſe in my mind when the bill was firſt laid before us, and 
which have rather been eee than unn by the ſubſe⸗ 
ym debates 
It appears, my Lords, evident to me, that 4e man has a co 
to be tried by the known laws of his country; that no man can be 
juſtly puniſhed by a law made after the commiſſion of a fact, becauſ 
he then ſuffers by a law, againſt which he never tranſgreſſed; nor 
any man to be proſecuted by methods invented only to facilitate hi 
condemnation, becauſe he ought to be acquitted, however guilty he 
may be ſuppoſed, whom the eſtabliſhed rules of juſtice cannot con- 
vict. The law, my Lords, is the meaſure of political, as conſcience 
of - moral right; and he that breaks no Jaw, may indeed be criminal, 
but is not puniſhable. The law likewiſe preſcribes the method df 


proſecuting guilt ; and as we, by omitting any crime in our laws n only 
diſable ourſelves from puniſhing it, however public or flagrant, 6 _ to 
n the 


by regulating the proceſs in our courts of juſtice, we give ſecurity t 
that guilt, which by that proceſs cannot be detected. pilege, 
The truth of this aſſertion, my Lords, however paradoxical it maj and is the 
perhaps appear, will become evident, if we ſuppoſe a man brought to but, my 


the 
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de bar, whoſe guilt was unqueſtionable, though it could not be 
ally proved, becauſe all thoſe were dead who might have appeared 
gainſt him. It is certain that his good fortune would give him no 
aim to pardon, and yet he could not be convicted, unleſs we ſup- 
oe him weak enough to accuſe himſelf. In this, caſe, my Lords, 
is not impoſſible, that ſome might be prompted by their zeal to 
ropoſe, that the foreign methods of juſtice might be introduced, and 
he rack employed to extort from his own mouth a confeſſion of thoſe 
rimes of which every one believed him guilty. 

With what horror, my Lords, . ſuch a propoſal would be nk 
jow loudly it would be cenſured, and how univerſally rejected, I need 
hot ſay; but muſt obſerve, that, in my opinion, the deteſtation would 


my reve- riſe principally from a ſenſe of the injuſtice of expoſing any man ta 
n defence peculiar hardſhips, and diſtinguiſhing him to his diſadvantage from 
n reaſon, de reſt of the community. 


It will, my Lords, not be eaſy to prove, that it is leſs. „ to 
uſtice to oblige a man to accuſe himſelf, than to make uſe of ex- 
zordinary methods of procuring evidence againſt him; becauſe the 
barriers of -ſecurity which the law has fixed are equally broken in 
ither caſe, and the accuſed is expoſed to dangers, from which he 
had reaſon to believe himſelf ſheltered Sap the 2K of bs 
country. 

This argument, my Looks I vol „ without endeavour- 


e ſubſe⸗ 


a right 


Ing to evince the innocence of the perſon whom this bill immediately 
can be rgards; becauſe the intent of it is to ſhew, that no man is to be 
becauſe ¶deprived of the common benefits of the conſtitution, and that the 
nor b eulty have a right to all the advantages which the law allows them. 
tate li For guilt is never to be ſuppoſed till it is proved, and it is therefore 


ullty be never to be proved by new methods, merely becauſe it is ſuppoſed. 

ot con- That the method of procuring evidence now propoſed is new, my 
Lords, I think it no temerity to conclude ; becauſe the noble Lords 
who have endeavoured to defend it, have produced no inſtance of a 
parallel practice, and their knowledge and acuteneſs is ſuch, that they 
can only have failed to diſcover them, becauſe thay on are indeed no 
where to be found. 

In the caſe of bribery, my 1 the perſon accuſed bas the 
pvilege, if he be innocent, of proſecuting his accuſer for perjury, 
and is therefore in leſs danger of being harraſſed by a falſe indictment. 
Put, my Lords, this is not the only difference between the two 
L 3 caſes? 3 
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e euſes; for be that diſcovers a bribe robtived by himſelf, has Mey are r 
motives of intereſt to prompt his evidence ; he is only ſecured lc deſtruẽ 
ſuffering by his own diſcovery, and might have been equally fich faced by 1 
Filence and ſecrecy; ſince the law ſuppoſes the crime out of the lit has i! 
of detection, otherwiſe than by the confeſſion of the criminal. inſt ho 
But far different, my Lords, are the circumſtances of thoſe Mn that f! 
are now invited to throng the courts of juſtice, and ftun us M actice wi 
' depoſitions and diſcoveries. They are men ſuppoſed criminal by tie urely it v 
Indemnity which is offered them; and by the nature of their ern bieves, a 
it is made at leaſt probable, that they are in daily hazard of diſcover; bilities, a 
and puniſhment, from which they are ſummoned to ſet themſchel s never | 
free for ever, by accuſing a man of whom it has not ben yet pros at leaſt 
"that he can legally be called to a trial. Theſe a. 
Thus, my Lords, in the law which the noble Duke has men ever cone 
tioned as a precedent for this bill, the accuſer is only placed in uſtice, or 
kind of equilibrium, equally ſecure from puniſhment, by filence ation, m: 
by information, in hope that the love of truth and juſtice will turn H mocent n 
balance; in the bill now before us the witneſs is in continual dange ore tend 
by withholding his evidence, and is reſtored to perfect ſafety by beiſhirtue. 
coming an accuſer, and from making diſcoveries, whether true u Lord C. 
falſe, has every thing to hope and nothing to fear. | My Lord: 
The neceſſity of puniſhing wickedneſs has been urged with gra rurred wil 
Arength ; it has been unanſwerably ſhewn, by the advocates for ti lat I can! 
bill, that vindictive juſtice is of the higheſt importance to the happinesMiſpolition tc 
of the public, and that thoſe who may be injured with impunity, parent 
in reality denied the benefits of ſociety, and can be ſaid to live in ti vf upright 
ſtate of uncivilized nature, in which the ſtrong muſt prey upon te 1 canne 
weak, advocate 
This, my Lords, has been urged with all the appearance of con-lofſes, anc 
viction and ſincerity, and yet has been urged by thoſe who are pro-harralled 
viding a ſhelter for the moſt enormous villainies, and enabling men clves that 
who have violated every precept of law and virtue, to bid defiance {ſiuſtice, 2 
to juſtice, and to fit at eaſe in the enjoyment of their acquiſitions. | puniſhme: 
'And what, my Lords, is the candition, upon which wickednehi claimed t 
is to be ſet free from terror, upon which national juſtice is to be d-Wmade onl) 
armed, and the betrayers of public counſels, or the plunderers of yub- | The e 
lic treaſure, qualified for new truſts, and ſet on 'a level with un- pected ob 
tainted fidelity? A condition, my Lords, which wretches like theſe lever me 
will very readily accept, the eaſy terms of information and of perjury 
They 
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ey are required only to give evidence againſt a man marked out 
r deſtruction, and the guilt of partaking in his crimes is to be 


Aly fa H aced by the merit of concurring in his ruin. 

* the uu It has indeed been a method of detection, frequently n 
nal. ozinſt houſe-breakers and highwaymen, to ptoelaim a pardon for 
hoſe zin that ſhall convict his accomplices; but ſurely, my Lords, this 


aice will not in the preſent queſtion be mentioned as a precedent. 
urely it will not be thought equitable to level with felons, and with 
hieves, a perſon diſtinguiſhed by his rank, his employments, his 


1 us It 
nal by te 


Ir crime 
liſeo en i bilties, and his ſervices; a perſon, whoſe loyalty to his Sovereign 
hemſcl s never been called in queſtion, and whoſe * to his 


us at leaſt never been diſproved, 

Theſe are meaſures, my Lords, which I hag your Lordſhips will 

er concur to promote; meaſures not ſupported either by law or 
uſtice, or enforced by any exigence of affairs, but dictated by perſe- 
ution, malice and revenge; meaſures by which the guilty and the 
nnocent may be deſtroyed with equal facility, and which muſt there- 
pre tend to Wy nem a8 * n the ſecurity of 
virtue. 
Lord CARTERET then os and ſpoke to the following effect: — 
My Lords, I have ſo long honoured the abilities, and fo often con- 
urred with the opinion of the noble Lord who began the debate, 
that I cannot without unuſual concern, riſe up now to ſpeak in op- 
poſition to him; nor could any other principle ſupport me under the 
apparent diſadvantage of a conteſt ſo unequal, but the conſciouſneſs 
f upright intentions, and the concurrence of the whole nation, 

I cannot but conſider myſelf on this occaſion, my Lords, as the 
advocate of the people of Britain, wha, after continued oppreſſions, 
loſes, and indignities, after having been plundered and ridiculed, 
barraſſed and inſulted for complaining, have at length flattered'them- 
ſelves that they ſhould have an opportunity of appealing to our bar for 
juſtice, and of ſecuring themſelves from future injuries, by the 
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ns. puniſnment of thoſe; that had ſo long triumphed in their guilt, pro- 
cednels claimed their defiance of juſtice, and nn that the laws were 
7e df. nade only for their ſecurity. 

f pub · The expectations of the people have been fruſtrated by the unex- 
th un: pected obſtinacy of the agents of wickedneſs, by a plea that was | 
2 thee never made uſg of for the ſame purpoſe before, againſt which the 
-rjury. 
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| known laws of the nation have provided no remedy, and which joy 
Lordfhips are therefore now called upon to overthrow. 

That the nation calls loudly for an enquiry, that tae miſapplicain 
of the public treaſure is univerſally ſuſpected, and that the Perſe 
mentioned in the bill is believed to be the chief author of that mil, 
application ; that at leaſt thoſe who have ſquandered it have ated hy 
bis authority, and been admitted to truſt by his recommendatin 
and that he is therefore accountable to the public for their "— 
ſhall ſuppoſe cannot be denied. 

The nation, my Lords, has a right to bs gratified in their demay 
of an enquiry, whatever be the foundation of their ſuſpicions ; {ng 
it is manifeſt. that it can produce no other effects than thoſe of giuig 
new luſtre to innocence, and quieting the clamours of the people, if 
it ſhould be found that the government has been adminiſtered wit 
| honeſty and ability; and it is not leſs evident that, if the gener 
opinion is well grounded, if our intereſt has been betrayed, and thy 
money employed only to corrupt the nation which was raiſed for th 
defence of it, the ſevereſt puniſhment ought to be inflicted, that il 
future miniſters may be deterred from the lame crimes by —_— 
Vengeance. 

Thus, my Lords, an enquiry appears upon every ſuppoſition uſe 
ful and neceſſary; but I cannot comprehend how it can be proſecute 
by any other method, than that of ane an indemnity to thol 
who ſhall make diſcoveries. 

Every wicked meaſure, my Lords, 2 involve in guilt all " 
are engaged in it; and how eaſily it may be concealed from ever 
other perſon may be ſhewn by an example of a crime, which no ma 
will deny to have ſometimes exiſted, and which in the 2 0 of mak 
is not very yncommon in this age. 

It will be allowed, at leaſt, that on fome ontabeas when 2 
favourite begins to totter, when ſtrong objections are raiſed againk 
the continuance of a ſtanding army, when a convention requires the 
ratification of the legiſlature, or ſome fatal Addreſs is propoſed tol 


preſented to the Crown, a pecuniary reward may ſometimes be ob 


fered, and though that, indeed, be a ſuppoſition more difficult to. 
admitted, ſometimes, however rarely, accepted, 


In this caſe, my Lords, none but he thatgives and he that receive 
the bribe can be ASIA of it; at moſt v we can only ſuppoſe an in- 
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rvening agent to have any knowledge of it and if even he is ad- 
ed to the ſecret ſo as to be able to make a legal diſcovery, there 
"| be ſome defect of cunning in the principals. Let us conſider 


om which of theſe any diſcovery can be probably expected, or what 


PPlicatin 
he per 


that ni. on can be alledged, for which either {hould expoſe himſelf to 
> atedlyMpuniſhment for the ſake of ruining his aſſociate. — 
endation It is therefore, my Lords, plain from this inſtance, that without 


the confeſſion of ſome guilty perſon, no diſcovery can be made of 
Whoſe crimes which are moſt detrimental to our happineſs, and moſt 
demauibangerous to our liberties. It is apparent that no man will diſcover 
15 ; {incefhis own guilt ; while there remains any danger of ſuffering by his 
of giving confeſſion, it is certain that ſuch crimes will be committed, if they 
eople, ¶ ¶ are not diſcouraged by the fear of puniſhment, and it cannot therefore 
red wide denied that a | proclamation of indemnity is neceſſary to their 
genen detection. 

and tha This, my Lords, is not, as it has ban alledged, A anita un- 
d for E known to our conſtitution, as every man that reads the common 
papers will eaſily diſcover. I doubt if there has been for many years 
afingle month in which ſome reward, as well as indemnity, has not 
been promiſed to any man, who, having been engaged in a robbery, 
would diſcover his confederates ; and ſurely a method that is daily 
praiſed for the ſecurity of private property, may be very rationally 
and juſtly adopted by the legiſlature for the preſervation of the ”_—_ | 
pineſs and the property of the public. 

The puniſhment of wickedneſs, my Lords, is undoubtedly one of 
the efſential parts of good government, and in reality the chief pur- 
poſe for which ſociety is inſtituted ; for how will that ſociety in which 
any individual may be plundered, inflaved, and murdered without 
redreſs and without puniſhment, differ from the ſtate of corrupt 
nature, in which the ſtrongeſt muſt be abſolute, and right and power 
always the ſame ? 

That conſtitution, therefore, which has not provided for the 
puniſhment, and previouſly for the diſcovery of guilt, is ſo far in a 
ſtate of imperfection, and requires to be ſtrengthened by new provi- 
ons. This, my Lords, is far from being our ſtate, for we have 
in our hands a method of detecting the moſt powerful criminals, a 
method in itſelf agreeable to reaſon, recommended by the practice of 
our predeceſſors, and now approved once more by the ſanction of one 
ol the branches of the legiſlature. 


Indug, [ 
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Tue objections which have on this occaſion been made Againſt iy 

are ſuch as no law can eſcape, and which therefore can haye n 
weight; and it is no ſmall confirmation of the expediency of it thy 
they, by whom it has been oppoſed, have not been able to attack i 
with ſtronger reaſons, from which, if we conſider their abilities, 
ſhall be convinced, that nothing has ſecured it but the power of trug, 
It is enquired by the noble Lord, how we ſhall diſtinguiſh tm 
from falſe evidence; to which it may be very readily anſwered, thy 
we ſhall diſtinguiſh them by the ſame means as on any other occaſig 
by comparing the allegations and conſidering how every witne 
agrees with others and with himſelf, how far his aſſertions are ig 
themſelves probable, how they are confirmed or weakened by knoyn 
circumſtances, and how far 1 are invalidated by the contra 
evidence. 

We ſhall, my Lords, if we add our anden t to this bil, diſcover 
when any man's accuſation is prompted by his intereſt, as we ws 
know whether it was dictated by his malice. 

Tt has been aſked alſo, how any man can aſcertain his claim to the 
indemnity? To which it may, be eaſily replied, that by giving hi 
10 evidence he acquires a right, till that evidence ſhall be proved ta 
„ be falſe. 


qualities are ſuch, that I cannot but eſteem and admire him, eren 
when conviction obliges me to oppoſe him, has propoſed a caſe in 
which he ſeems to imagine that a murderer might ſecure himſelf from 
puniſhment, by connecting his crime with ſome tranſaction in which 
the Earl of Orford ſhould be intereſted. This caſe, my Lords, is 
ſufficiently improbable, nor is it eafy to mention any method of trial 
in which ſome inconvenience may not be produced, in the indefinite 
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It is known to have happened once, and cannot be known not to have 
happened often, that a perſon accuſed of murder, was tried by a jury 


ment againſt the great privivegs 1 the natives of this * a trial 
by their equals ? 

But, my Lords, I am of opinion that the 3 „ not 
be indemnified by this bill, ſince he did not commit the crime by the 
direction of the perſon whom he is ſuppoſed to accuſe z nor would it 


have any neceſſary connection with his conduct, but might be ſup- 
preſies 
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The noble Lord who ſpoke ſome time ago, and 10 abilities 111 


complications of circumſtances, and unforeſeen relations of events. 


of which the real murderer was one. Will not this then be an argu- 


; 17125 
reſſed in t 


yidence. 


with an AC 
| quired t. 


examined. 

The Ce 
erpetratec 
mother ki 
as the nob 
the briber) 
thing in th 

It has b 
we bill, tl 
for it. B 
the public 
expended, 
nearly rel: 
been dem: 

On this 
no perſon 
puting it, 
unſupport 
Civil Lift 
tion has t 
given to 
can aſk tl 
I have 


| was publ. 


dition of 
who ſup} 
Lords, t 
pences, 
penſions 
It is ir 
without 
ſum tota 
to emple 
conduci\ 


only tha 


ll. ] { INDEMNIFYING EVIDENCE, 165 
refſed in the-accuſation, without any diminution of the force of the 


igainſt; 

A k idence. A man will not be ſuffered to introduce his. accuſation 
of it thy ich an account of all the villanies of his whole life, but will be 
attack ifrequired to confine his teſtimony to the affair upon which he is 
ities, ; . 

of truth, The Committee, my tune will diſuinguiſh between the « crimes 
uiſh ty iherpctrated by the direction of the Earl of Orford, and thoſe of 
red, thy W:nother kind. And ſhould an enormous criminal give ſuch evidence, 
dccaſin s the noble Lord was pleaſed to ſuppoſe, he may be indemniſied for 
 Witnel me bribery, but will be hanged for the — EY * 
is are jy thing in this bill to the contrary. - 

' knom WF 1thas been inſiſted on by the noble Lend aha have poke avainſt | 


the bill, that no erime is proved, and therefore there is no foundation 
for it. But, my Lords, I have always thought that the profuſion of 
diſcover WW the public money was a crime, and there is evidently a very large ſum 
' might Wexpended, of which no account has been given; and, what more 
nearly relates to the preſent um of which no account has ever 
1 to the been demanded, a | 
Ing his On this erben, my Lords, an aſſertion bas been alledged, which 


ved to no perſonal regard ſhall ever prevail upon me to hear without diſ- 
 Wputing it, fince I think it is of the moſt dangerous tendency, and 
es and Wi unſupported by reaſon or by law. It is alledged, my Lords, that the 
eren Wi Civil Liſt is not to be conſidered as public money, and that the na- 
aſe in Wi tion has therefore no claim to enquire how it is diſtributed ; that it is, 
f from given to ſupport the dignity of the Crown, and that only his — 
which I can aſk the reaſon of any failures in the accounts of it. | 
ds, is J have.on the contrary, my Lords, hitherto underſtood, that all 
f trial Wi was public money which was given by the public. The preſent con- 
finite WY dition of the Crown is very different from that of our antient monarchs, 
ents, Wi who ſupported their dignity by their own eſtates. I admit, my 
have WF Lords, that they might at pleaſure contract or enlarge their ex- 


pences, mortgage or alienate their lands, or beſtow preſents and 
penſions without*controul. | 

It is indeed expreſſed in the act, that the grants of the Civil Liſt are 
without account, by which I have hitherto underſtood only that the 
ſum total is exempt from account; not that the miniſters have a right 
the Ui to employ the Civil Liſt to ſuch purpoſes as they ſhall think moſt 
Id it Bi conducive to their private views. For if it ſhould be granted, not 


up- enly that the nation has na right to know how the whole is expended, 
fied which 


> 
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Which is the utmoſt that can be allowed, or to direct the applicatic 

of any part of it, which is very diſputable, yet it certainly has 

dlaim to direct in what manner it ſhall not be applied, and to provid 
that boroughs are not corrupted under pretence of promoting thy 
dignity of the Crown. 

The corruption of boroughs, my Lords, is one of the greateſ 
crimes of which any man under our conſtitution is capable; it js q 
corrupt at once the fountain and the ſtream of government, to poison 
the whole nation at once, and to make the people wicked, thatthy 
may infe& the Houſe of Commons with wicked repreſentatives, 

Such, my Lords, are the crimes, the ſuſpicion of which incited the 
Commons to a public enquiry, in which they have been able to pp. 
ceed ſo far, as to prove that the public diſcontent was not without 
cauſe, and that ſuch arts had been practiſed, as it is abſolutely necel 
ſary, to the public ſecurity, to detect and puniſh. 

They therefore purſued their examination with a degree of ardou 
proportioned to the importance of the danger in which every man i 
involved by the violation of the fundamental laws of the conſtitution; 
but they found themſelves obſtructed by the ſubtilty of ſome who 
confeſſed only that they were guilty, and determined to be faithful u 
their accomplices and themſelves. 

A farther enquiry, my Lords, was, by this unforeſeen evaſion, 
made impoſſible ; the ultimate and principal agent is ſheltered from 
the law by his guard of mercenaries, wretches who are contented to 
be infamous, if they can continue to be rich, and value themſelves 
on their adherence to their maſter, while they are conſpiriog to ruin 
their country. 

The nation, my Lords, in the mean time, juſtly applies for redreſ 
to the power of the legiſlature, and to its wiſdom for methods of pro- 
curing it by law. The Commons have complied with their impor- 
tunities, and propoſe to your Lordſhips the bill before you, a bill for 
making a public enquiry poſſible, and for bringing a miniſter within 
reach of the law. 

On this occaſion, my Lords, we are upbraided with our own de- 
clarations, that the perſon mentioned in this bill would quickly find 
accuſers, when he ſhould be diveſted of his authority. Behold him 
now, ſay his advocates, reduced from his. envied eminence, al 
placed on a level with his fellow-ſubje&s ! behold him no longer the 
diſtributer of employments, or the diſburſer of the public treaſure ; {eg 
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in diveſted of all ſecurity, but rewe innocence, and n no ac- 
alations are produced 3h | 

This, my Lords, is a topic fo fruieful of panegyric, and happily 
hpted to the imagination of. a ' perſon long uſed to celebrate the 


if too great importance to admit of fan conceſſions, 1 ory _—_— 
to remain without controverſy. 1 

But, my Lords, this is no time for criminal Ka racy and Ae 
cre I ſhall annihilate this ſhort- lived triumph by obſerving, that ta 
be out of place, is not neceſſarily to be out of power; a miniſter may 
retain his influence, who has reſigned his employment; he may ftill 
ain the favour of his Prince, and poſſes him with a falſe opinion, 
that he can only ſecure his authority by protecting him; or, what 
there is equal reaſon to ſuſpect, his ſucceſſors may be afraid of con- 


It may be urged farther, my Lords, that he cannot with great pro- 
priety be ſaid to have no power, who ſees the legiſlature crowded 


fortunes. 

by ſecurity. very different from that of innocence z he may depend 
virtue; he may know that common danger will unite them to him, 
lame cenſures. 


Theſe ſecurities, my Lords, the fortifications of the laſt retreat of 
wickedneſs, remain now to be broken, and the nation expects its fate 


from-our determinations, which will either ſecure the liberties of our 


poſterity from violation, by ſhewing that no degree of power can 


ſhelter thoſe who ſhall invade them, or that our conſtitution is ar- 


ved at this period, and that all ſtruggles for its continuance will be 
vain. 


Let us not, my Lords, combi ne with the public enemies, let us 


not give the nation reaſon to believe that this Houſe is infected with 


the contagion of venality, that our honour is become an empty name, 
and that the examples of our anceſtors have no other* effect upon us 


than to raiſe the price of perfidy, and enable us to ſell our TE * 


a higher rate, 
Let 
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dom and integrity of miniſters, that, were not the preſent queſtion _ 


curring in a law which may hereafter be revived againſt themſelves. __ 


with men that are- indebted to his favour for Weir rank ys their 
Such a man may bid defiance to enquiry, with confidence” produced 
upon the ſecrecy of thoſe whom he has perhaps choſen for no other 


and that they cannot abandon him without expolung themſelves to the 
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Let us remember, my Lords, that power is ſupported by opininy 
and that the reverence of the public cannot be nn but by g 
juſtice and active beneficence. 


For this reaſon, I am far from granting that we ought: to E Nor bas 
cautious of charging thoſe with crimes who have the honour of à f ne defec 
amongſt us. In my opinion, my Lords, we ought to be watch eeded to 


unequita 
id eſtabli 
For this 
* this bi 


againſt the leaſt ſuſpicion of wickedneſs in our own body, we ought 
to eject pollution from our walls, and preſerve that power for whigf 
ſome appear 1 anxious, by keeping our nn yo 1 u. 
tainted. 

It is chireſags to little purpoſe objefted, that: hires is no emu 
delicti; for even, though it were true, yet while there is a corgyt 
fuſpicionis, then enquiry ought to be made for our own RO Nor 
can either law or reaſon be pleaded againſt it. | 
I cannot therefore doubt, that your Les will endeavour t 
do juſtice ; that you will facilitate the production of oral evidence, |} 
all written proofs ſhould be deſtroyed ; that you will not deſpiſe the 
united petition of the whole people, of which I dread the conſe 
quence ; nor reject the only expedient by en their fears —_ 


ant conf! 


diſſipated, and their happineſs ſecured. plained wi 
Lord HARDPWICkE ſpoke next in. the biltowing manner :==\y 3 
U 


Lords, after having, with an intention uninterrupted by any foreign 
conſiderations, and a mind intent only on the diſcovery: of truth) 
examined every argument which has been urged on either fide, | 
think it my duty to declare, that J have yet diſcovered no reaſon 
which, in my opinion, ought to 497% * us to ratify the thatk 
now before us. 

The noble Lords who have Heſonded it, appear to reaſon more] 
upon maxims of policy, than rules of law, or principles of juſtice; 
and ſeem to imagine, that if they can prove it to be n it 1 
not neceſſary to ſhew that it is equitable, 

How far, my Lords, they have ſucceeded in that argument which 
they have moſt laboured, 1 think it not neceſſary to examine, becauſe 
I have hitherto accounted. it an inconteſtable maxim, that wheneret 
intereſt and virtue are in competition, virtue is always to be preferred. 
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The noble Lord who ſpoke firſt in this debate has proved the un- Ja 
reaſonableneſs and illegality of the methods propoſed in this bill, be- 4 er 
yond the poſſibility of confutation; he has fnewn that they are in- . 

| tneſs v 


conſiſtent 
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nſftent with the law, and that the law is founded upon reaſon: he has 

wed, that the bill ſuppoſes a criminal previous to the crime, ſum» 
ons the man to a trial, and then enquires for what offence... 
Nor has he, my Lords, confined himſelf to a detection of the ori- 
nal defect, the uncertainty of any crime committed, but has pro- 
ded to prove, that upon whatever ſuppoſition we proceed, the bill 
unequitable, and of no other tendency than to n une, 
4 eftabliſh a precedent of oppreſſion. | 
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V this bill, becauſe all thoſe who ſhall, upon the encouragement 
copoſed in it, offer information, muſt be conſidered as hired wit- 
efſes, to whom no credit can be given, and who therefore . 
ot to be heard. 

His Lordſhip alſo 3 PIG we cannot wh this bill without 
iminiſhing our right, beſtowing new powers upon the Commons, 
mnfirming ſome of their claims which are moſt dubious, 0 by 
onſequence, without violating the conſtitution. 

To all theſe arguments, arguments drawn from the moſt, impor- 
ant conſiderations, enforced by the ſtrongeſt reaſoning, and ex- 
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re y of his aſſertions been invalidated, or any of his reaſons 
foreign ded? How has it been ſhewn that there is any foundation for a 
f truth riminal charge, that witneſſes thus procured ought to be heard, or 

- fide, at our rights would not be made diſputable by ET uns the pro- 
rea Wi edings of the Commons? | 


It has been anſwered by a noble Lord, that dah thaw: is not 
Corpus Delicti, there is Corpus Suſpicionis. What may be the force 


1 that d 


n more 
juſtice; 
it, it 18 


that] do not underſtand the meaning of the words. 1 very well un- 
derſtand what is meant by Corpus Delicti, and ſo does every other 
Lord; it is univerſally known to mean the body of an offence; but as 


t which te the words Corpus Suſpicionis, I do not comprehend what they 
becauſe mean: it is an expreſſion indeed which I never before heard, and 
\encver Mean ſignify, in my apprehenſion, nothing more than the body of « a 
ferred, ade, the ſubſtance of ſomething which is itſelf nothing. 


Such, my Lords, is the principle of this bill, by the confeſſion of 


the un- 
il, be- is warmeſt and ableſt advocates; it is a bill for ſummoning a perſon 
re in- I 2 trial, againſt whom no crime is alledged, and * whom no 


nſiſtent Witneſs will appear without a bribe. 
For 


For this purpoſe he has ſhewn, that-no edi can s ante : 


phkined with the utmoſt perſpicuity, what has been replied? How 


of this argument I cannot ſay, becauſe I am not aſhamed to own, 
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offer their evidence, ought to be conſidered as bribed, will furcy 
need no proof to thoſe vyho eonſider, that bribes are not confined 
money, and that every man who promotes his own intereſt by ki 
depoſition, is ſwearing, not for truth and juſtice, but for himſelf, 

It may be urged; and it is, in my opinion, all that the moſt fruity 
imagination can faggeſt in favour of this bill, that they are not . 
quired to accuſe the Earl of Orford, but to give in their evidengy 


a 1742 
„ my L 
| advanl 
as preſc! 
he true d 
wmber, | 
ot there 
| hey can 
hich the 


concerning his conduct, whether in bis favour, or againſt him. he public 
But this argument, my Lords, however ſpecious it may ſeen ert upon 
will vaniſh of itſelf, if the bill be diligently conſidered, which is oi er to be 
to confer indemnity on thoſe, who in the courſe. of their evidenę on, bis « 
ſhall diſcover any of their own crimes; on thoſe whoſe: teſtima v be law, 
ſhall tend to fix ſome charge of wickedneſs on the Earl of Orford, ¶ Nonduct. 
for it cannot eaſily be imagined how thoſe who appear in his f. In the 
vour, ſhould be under a neceſſity of Sth actions that f nidence, 
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an indemnity. 

Thus, my Lords, it appears that the bill can . no * 
effect than that of multiplying accuſations, ſince, it offers reward 
only to thoſe who are ſuppoſed to have been engaged in unjuftifable 


practices, and to procure witneſſes by this method, is equally unut i Thus, 
as to propoſe a public nn be * by Wan n. * e public 
your Lordſhips. | or is the 
If witneſſes are to be nurchaſed, we ought at lea to * an equi known 
price on each ſide, that though they may be induced by the rewardiſmult nece 
to offer their depoſitions, they may not be m—_—_— to accuſe rather WI This n 
- than ta juſtify. bewn, th 
Should any private man, my Lords, offer a W to any ** y forme 
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would give evidence againſt another, without ſpecifying the crime at 
which he is accuſed, doubtleſs he would be conſidered: by the laws d 
this nation, as a violator of the rights of ſociety, an open fſlanderer 
and a diſturber of mankind ; and would immediately, by an indi& 
ment or information, be obliged to make ſatisfaction to the com- 


munity which he had offended, or to the n whom he bad The na 
injured. covered 
It bas, my Loads, I own, been aſſerted by the noble Duke, that Welle the 
the public has a right to every man's evidence, a maxim which in WW) corrup 
its proper ſenſe cannot be denied. For it is undoubtedly true, that dem by 
the public has a * to all the aſſiſtance of every individual; but it temporary 
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my Lords, upon ſuch terms as have been eſtabliſhed for the gene- 
vill ſu 1 advantage of all; on ſuch terms as the majority of each ſociety 
nfined wi: preſcribed. Dun; my Lords, the majority of a ſociety, which is 


de true definition of the public, are equally obliged with the ſmaller 
\mber, or with individuals, to the obſervation of juſtice, and can- 
ot therefore preſcribe to different individuals different conditions. 
[hey cannot decree that treatment to be juſt with regard to one 
hich they allow to be cruel with, reſpect to another. The claims — | 
he public are founded, firſt. upon right, which is invariable; 
ext upon the law, which though mutable in its own nature, is nm 
er to be ſo far fixed, as that evefy man may know his own condi- 
jon, his own property, and his own privileges, or it ceaſes in effect 
o be law, it ceaſes to * the rule of renn or the meaſure of 
onduct. 

In the preſent caſeg my ee the able has not a 8 to 5 2 
ridence, becauſe the public has hitherto ſubſiſted upon this condi- 
jon, among others, that no man ſhall ſwear in his own cauſe. The 
ublic has not a right to require from any man that he ſhould, betray 
mſelf, becauſe every man may plead that he is exempted from that 
mand by the public faith. | 
Thus, my Lords, the right of the. oublic i is only that right which, 
e public has eſtabliſhed by law, and confirmed by continual claims; 
or is the claim of the public from individuals to be extended beyond 
5 known bounds, except in times of general diſtreſs, where a few 
wſt neceſſarily ſuffer for the preſervation of the reſt, a 

This neceſſity is indeed now urged, but ſurely it ought to be 
hewn, that the preſent circumſtances of affairs differ from thoſe of 


uy former age, before it can with any propriety be aſſerted, that 
-rime of neaſures are now neceſſary, which no other diſtreſſes, however ur- 
laws of ent, or provocations, however flagrant, have hitherto produced. 


t ought to be proved, that wickedneſs had diſcovered ſome new 
belter from juſtice, before new engines are invented to force it from 
retreat, and new powers applied to drag it out to puniſhment, 

The nation has ſubſiſted, my Lords, ſo many centuries, has often 
covered from the lingering diſeaſe of inward corruption, and re- 
led the ſhocks of outward. violence; it has often been endangered 
corrupt counſels, . and. wicked machinations, and ſurmounted 
km by the force of its eſtabliſhed laws, without the aſſiſtance of 
emporary expedients; ; at leaſt without expedients like this, which 
Vor. II. M neither 
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neither law nor juſtice can ſupport, and which would in itſe 
2 more atrocious grievance than thoſe, if they were real, which; 
intended to puniſh,» and might produce far greater evils than thi 


Erprefli 
comm 


which are imputed to him, againſt whom it is projected. ath, by 
It has indeed, my Lords, been mentioned by a noble Lord, i un pleaſi 
much ſofter language, as a method only of making an enquiry gg , enquire 


ſible. The poflibility of an enquiry, my Lords, is a very rem 
and inoffenſive idea; but names will not change the nature of f 
things to which they are applied. The bill is, in my opinion, d 
culated to make a defence impoſſible, to deprive innocence of j 
guard, and to let looſe oppreſſion and perjury upon the world. [ti 
a bill to dazzle the wicked with a proſpect of ſecurity, and to inci 
them to purchaſe an indemnity for one crime, by the perpetrationg 
another. It is a bfll to confound the notions of right and wrong, 
violate the eſſence of our conſtitution, and to leave us without ay ]have | 
certain ſecurity for our properties, or rule for our actions. "ll has be 
Nor are the particular parts leſs defeRive than the general foy ined, 
dation; for it is full of ambiguous promiſes, vague ideas, and inveoral con 
terminate expreſſions, of which ſome have been already particulatiu nut it is i 
by the noble Lords that have ſpoken on this occaſion, whoſe obi What 
vations I ſhall not repeat, nor endeavour to improve; but camdicurſclves 
forbear propoſing to the advocates for the bill one ſentence, tha ¶ Nong upon 
may be explained by them, and that at leaſt we may not aan wild fo cle 
we do not underftand. is, that 
In the enquiry into the conduct af the Fan of - Orford, every n egree of 

as we have already ſeen, is invited to bring his evidence, wi 
procure an indemnity, by anſwering ſuch queſtions as ſhall be aſk 
touching or concerning the ſaid enquiry, or relative thereto, What! 
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to be underſtood by this laſt ſentence, I would willingly be informed I 
I would hear how far the relation to the enquiry is deſigned to either ille 
extended, with what other enquiries it is to be complicated; able con 
where the chain of interrogatories is to have an end. The ir 
When an evidence appears before the committee, how can te Hence, 
certain that the queſtions aſked are relative to the enquiry ? How cnt than 2 
he be certain that they are ſuch as he may procure an indemnity lc contra 
reſolving ? Or whether they are not unconnected with the principle privil 
queſtion, and therefore inſidious and dangerous? And to what pon one term 
muſt he appeal, if he ſhould be proſecuted afterwards upon his onfſWrealon, a1 
dae i on pretence that it was not relative to the enquiry? i the co 
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n itſelt þ 
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than the 


Expreſſions like theſe, my Lords, if they are not the effects of 
Aicious: hurry, and negligent animoſity, muſt be intended to veſt 
committee with abſolute authority, with the award of life and 
ath, by leaving to them the liberty to explain the ſtatute at their 
n pleaſure, to contract or enlarge the relation to the men 
enquire without bounds, and judge without controul. 
Thus, my Lords, I have laid before you my opinion of this bill 
ithout any partial regard, without exaggerating the ill conſequences 
ut may be feared from it, or endeavouring to elude any reaſoning 
y which it has been defended. I have endeavoured to purſue the 
zuments of the noble Lord who ſpoke firſt, and to ſhew-that it is 
to ine bunded upon falſe notions of criminal juſtice, that it propoſes irra- 
jonal and illegal methods of trial, that it will produce conſequences 
tal to our conſtitution, and eſtabliſh a precedent of oppreſſion. 
1 have endeavoured, in examining the arguments by which the 
ill has been defended, to ſhew that the rights of the public are aſ- 
ral fo | ained, and that the power of the majority is to be limited by 
noral conſiderations ; and to prove, in diſcuſſing its particular parts, 
hat it is inaccurate, indeterminate, and unintelligible. 0 ﬀ 1 
What effects my enquiry may have had upon your Lordſhips, 
at cam durſelves only can tell; for my part, the neceſſity of dwelling ſo 
ong upon the queſtion, has added new ſtrength to my conviction; 
md fo clearly do I now ſee the danger and injuſtice of a law- like 
is, that though I do not imagine myſelf indued with any peculiar 
iegree of heroiſm, I believe, that if I were condemned to a choice ſo 
liagreeable, I ſhould more willingly ſuffer by ſuch a bill N in 
my own cafe, than conſent to paſs it in that of another. We 
What z The Duke of ARGYLE replied to the following effect ed 
Lords, I am not yet able to diſcover that the bill now before us is 
ther illegal or abſurd, that its ks is enn or its . 
bable-conſequences dangerous. 
The indiſputable maxim, that the public has a right to every man's 
evidence, has been explained away with much labour, and with more 
art than a good cauſe can often require. We have been told of pub- 
r contracts, of the rights of ſociety with regard to individuals, and 
be privileges of individuals with reſpect to ſociety; we have had 
one term oppoſed to another, only to amuſe our attention; and law, 
ſalon, and ſophiſtry have been mingled, till common ſenſe was loſt 
in the confuſion. | 
| WT | But 
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But, my Lords, it is eaſy to diſentangle all this perplexity of ide 
and to ſet truth free from the ſhackles of ſophiſtry, by obſerving thy 

it is, in all civilized nations of the world, one of the firſt principle g 
the conſtitution; that the public has a right, always reſerved, of 
baving recourſe to extraordinary methods of proceeding, wha N 
happineſs of the community appears not ſufficiently ſecured by th 
known laws. 
Las may, by thoſe who have made the ſtudy and explantic 
them the employment of their lives, be eſteemed as the great flank 
of right; they may be habitually reverenced, and conſidered} as faen 
in their own nature, without regard to the end with which wy 
deſigned to produce. 

But others, my Lords, whoſe minds a without any impedi 
ment from education, will eaſily diſcover, that laws are to be 


garded only for their uſe; that the power which made them oniyſt tcution, 


the public advantage, ought to alter or annul them, when they a 
no longer ſerviceable, or when they obſtruct thoſe effects which th 


1¹ ould alt 
ffered by 


were intended to promote. The ac 
I will therefore, my Lords, ſtill aſſert, that the public has a right Mc their: 
every man's evidence; and that to reject any bill which can have nf kind; the 


other conſequence than that of enabling the nation to aſlert eton, ar 


claim, to reconcile one principle of law with another, and to 
prive villainy of an evaſion which may always be uſed, is to de 
Juſtice to an oppreſſed people, and to concur in the ruin of oit 


in the me 
to us, th 
obſtruct t 


| jo nn] k in confed| 
And farther, my Lards, I confidently afficm i it has not 5 provi gut, m 
that this bill can endanger any but the guilty; nor has it been ſbem zeoree as 
that it is drawn up for any other purpoſe than that which the noi that the p 
Lotd mentioned, of hindering an enquiry from being impoſſible; M dis bill k 
may therefore juſtly be required from thoſe who affect, on this ce rvenge, 
ſion, ſo much tenderneſs for liberty, ſo many ſuſpicions of remoſ kearned t 
deſigns, and ſo much zeal for our conſtitution, to demonſtrate, u epinions 
either an enquiry may be carried on by other means, or that an u which th 
quiry is itſelf ſuperfluous or improper. tained an 
Though none of thoſe who have ſpoken againſt the bill have berg Such, 
willing to expoſe themſelves to univerſal indignation, by declaring of policy 
that they would gladly obſtruct the progreſs of the enquiry ; i whom th 
they deſigned to throw a miſt over the public affairs, and to conceſ tors of t. 
from the people the cauſes of their * and though I have . inplicit c 
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Y of iter to charge thoſe who differ from me in opinion with intentions, 7 
-hich, as they do not avow them, cannot be proved - this however I 
i not fear to affirm, that thoſe who are for rejecting this method 
f enquiry, would conſult their honour by propoſing ſome other 
wally efficacious ; leſt it ſhould be thought by ſuch as have not any 
rtunities of knowing their ſuperiority to temptations, that they 
influenced by ſome motives which they are not willing to own, . 
ind that they are, in ſecret, enemies to the enquiry, though i in _— | 
ic they only condemn the method of purſuing it. 

The Duke of NewcAsTLE next roſe, and ſpoke to this effect: 
Lords, the arguments which have been produced in defence of 
ie bill before us, however thoſe who offer them may be influenced 
y them, have made, hitherto, very little impreſſion upon me'; my 
pinion of the- impropriety and illegality of this new method of pro- 
teution, ſtill continues the ſame; nor can it be expected that TI 
ſhould alter it, till thoſe reaſons have been anſwered which have been 
ffered by the noble Lord who ſpoke firſt in the debate, 

The advocates for the bill ſeem indeed conſcious of the inſufficiency 
f their arguments, and have therefore added motives of another 
kind; they have informed us, that our power ſubſiſts upon our repu- 
ation, and that our reputation can only be preſerved by concurring 
in the meaſures recommended by the Commons; they have inſinuated 
to us, that he who obſtructs this bill, will be thought deſirous to 
obſtruct the enquiry, to.conſpire the ruin of his country, and to act 
in confederacy with public robbers. 

But, my Lords, whether the nation is really r to ſuch a 
degree as is repreſented, whether it is the general opinion of mankind 
that the publie affairs have been unfaithfully adminiſtered, and whether 
this bill has been diQated by a deſire of public juſtice, or of private 
revenge, I have not thought it neceſſary to enquire z having long 
karned to act in conſequence of my own conviction, not of the 
opinions of others, at leaſt not of thoſe who determine upon queſtions 
wich they cannot underſtand, and judge without having ever ob- 
tuned an opportunity of examining, 

duch, my Lords, muſt be the opinions of the cos upon queſtions 
of policy, opinions not formed by reflections, but adopted from thoſe 
whom they, ſometimes with very little reaſon, imagine nearer ſpecta- 
tors of the government than themſelves, and in whom they place an 
lic confidence, on account. of ſome caſual act of popularity. _ 
M 3 I hall 
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1 ſhall not, therefore, think the demands of the people a rule, 
ebnduct, nor ſhall ever fear to incur their reſentment in the proſeci. 
tion of their intereſt, I ſhall never flatter their paſſions to obtyj 
their favour, or gratify their revenge for fear of their contem 
The inconftancy, my Lords, of public applauſe, all of us have d 
ſerved, and many of us have expetienced ; and we know that it; 
very far from being always the reward of merit. We know thy 
the brighteſt character may be eaſily darkened by calumny ; that tho 
who are labouring for the welfare of the public, may be eaſily rp. 
ſented as traitors and oppreſſors; and that the people ny quickly hy 
perſuaded to join in the accuſation. 

That the people, however deceived, have a rights to accuſe nhl 


ſoever they ſuſpect, and that their accuſation ought to be heard, If 


not deny; but ſurely, my Lords, the opinion of the people is nt 
ſuch a proof of guilt as will juſtify. a method of proſecution neiet 
known before, or give us a right to throw down the barriers 0 
liberty, and puniſh by power _ whom we cannot comid 
by law. 
Let any of your Lordſhips ſuppoſe — by ſome accident er. 
poſed to the temporary malice of the populace, let him imagine his 
enemies inflaming them to a demand of a proſecution, and then pf. 
poſing that he ſhould be deprived of the common methods of defence 
and that evidence ſhould be hired againſt him, leſt the public ſhoull 
be diſappointed, and he will quickly diſcover the unreaſonableneſ d 
this bill. | 
I ſuppoſe no man will deny, that medians of aſhes intro- 
duced on one occaſion, may be practiſed on another; and that in 
the natural rotations of power, the ſame means may be uſed for ven 
different ends. Nothing is more probable, my Lords, if a bill a 
this kind ſhould be ever paſled, in compliance with the clamours d 
the people, -to puniſh miniſters, and to awe the court, than thatit 
may in time, if a wicked miniſter ſhould ariſe, be made a precedent 
for meaſures by which the court may intimidate the champions of 
the people ; by which thoſe may be purſued to deſtruction, who hate 
been guilty of no other crime than that of ſerving their country il 
a manner which thoſe who are ignorant of the circumſtances o 
affairs, happen to diſapprove, 
The meaſures now propoſed, my Lords, are 8 to be 16 
jected, becauſe it is evident that A will eſtabliſh a precedent, . 
which 
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ich virtue may at any time be oppreſſed, but which can be very 
om neceſſary for the detection of wickedneſs; ſince there is no 
robability that it will often happen, that a man really guilty of enor- 
dus crimes can ſecure himſelf from diſcovery, or connect others 
ih him in ſuch a manner, that they cannot impeach him without 
etraying themſelves. 

But, my Lords, whenever virtue is to be 1 whenever 
iſe accuſations are to be promoted, this method is inconteſtably 
uſeful z for no reward can ſo efficaciouſly prevail upon men who lan- 
buiſh. in daily fear of public juſtice, as a grant of impunity. 

It may be urged, my Lords, I own, that all enquiries into futu- 
ity are idle ſpeculations ; that the expedient propoſed is proper on 
he preſent occaſion, and that no methods of juſtice are to be al- 


e whom. 
ard, I 


le is m owed, if the poſſibility of applying them to bad . is a ſuf- 
on never ficient reaſon for rejecting them. 

rciers d But to this, my Lords; it may be alu with equal reaſon, that 
comid every proceſs of law is likewiſe in ſome degree defeRtive ; that the 


complications of circumſtances are variable without end, and there- 
dent er. {fore cannot be compriſed in any certain rule; and that we muſt have 
pine his Wn eſtabliſhed method of juſtice, if we cannot be content with ſuch 
hen pro- Bus may poſſibly be ſometimes eluded. 

defence And, my Lords, it may be obſerved farther, that ne any 
> ſhould {MW pratice can be conceived, however generally unreaſonable and un- 
enefs of juſt, which may not be ſometimes equitable and proper; and that if 
ve are to lay aſide all regard to futurity, and act merely with regard 
to the preſent exigence, it may be often proper to violate every part 
of our conſtitution. This Houſe may ſometimes have rejected bills 
beneficial to the nation; and if this reaſoning be allowed, it might 
have been wiſe and juſt in the Commons and the emperor to have 
ſuſpended our authority by force, to have voted us uſeleſs on that 
occaſion, and have paſſed:the law without our concurrence. 

With regard to the eſtabliſhment of criminal proſecutions, as well 
3 to our civil rights, we are, my Lords, to conſider what is upon 
the whole moſt for the advantage of the public; we are not to admit 
practices which may be ſometimes uſeful, but may be often perni- 
cious, and which ſuppoſe men better or wiſer than they are. We 
do not grant abſolute power to a wiſe and moderate prince, becauſe 
e is ſucceſſors may inherit his power without his virtues; we are not 
t, H to truſt or allow new methods of proſecution upon an occaſion on 
311 Ss M 4 | which 
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which they may ſeem uſeful, becauſe they may be employed to pu 
poſes very different from thoſe for which they were introduced, 

Thus, my Lords, I have ſhewn the impropriety of the bill ng 
before us, upon the moſt favourable ſuppoſition that can poſlibly hy 
made; a ſuppoſition of the guilt of the noble perſon againſt whom 


is contrived. And ſurely, my Lords, what cannot even in that oat in the 
be approved, muſt, if we ſuppoſe him innocent, be deteſted, neglect th 
That he is-really innocent, my Lords, that he is only -blackenes&nploy th 
by calumny, and purſued by reſentment, cannot be more ſtrongly o i 


doubt 


ure is ed 


proved than by the neceſſity to which his enemies are reduced, of uſig 
expedients never heard of in this nation before, to procure accuſation; 


againſt him; expedients which they cannot. ihew to have been o be proſ 
any time . neceſſary for the puniſhment. of a man really wicked, a bun caſe | 
which, by bringing guilt.and innocence into the ſame danger, leaMifercry oth 
us at liberty to imagine, that he is clear from the crimes imputed u ufer any 
him, even in the opinion of thoſe who purſue him with the fiercet|{iſcondemn 


reſentment, and the loudeſt clamours. Lord E 

It may well be imagined, my Lords, that thoſe * he has The queſ 
long defeated by his abilities, ſee themſelves now baffled by his ino. Natel det 
cence; and that they only now perſecute his character, to hide und there 
true reaſon for which they formerly attacked his power. to make 

I hope, my Lords, I ſhall be eaſily forgiven for obſerving, that port it 
this is a teſtimony of uncorrupted greatneſs, more illuſtrious tha pitulatior 
any former miniſter has ever obtained; for when was it known, my {your Lor 


Lords, that after a continuance of power for twenty years, any man, It has 
when his conduct became the ſubject of public examination, was{Wnecellary 
without accuſers ? - | | cannot b 
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I cannot, for my part, but congratulate the noble nk upon his 
triumph over malice, malice aſſiſted by ſubtilty and experience, by 
wealth-and power, which is at length obliged to confeſs its impotence, 
to call upon us to aſſiſt it with new laws, to enable it to offer a r. 


| ward for evidence againſt him, and throw down the boundaries of This! 
natural juſtice, that he may be harraſſed, cenſured and oppreſſed, intended 
upon whom it cannot be proved that he ever deviated from the law, ¶ appearar 
or employed his power for a other end than the . of the il dete&ed 
public happineſs. h juſt whi 
Had the officers of the crown, my Ls when his influence vn The 
repreſented ſo great, and his dominion ſo abſolute, projected 1 is it is 
fuch meaſures for his defence; had _ propoſed to filence ' his is bill 


opponents 
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nents by calling them to a trial, and. offered a ſtated price for 
"cuſations againſt them, how loudly would they have been charged 


: bill ac the moſt flagrant violation of the laws, and the moſt open diſ- 
poſlibly h ard of the rights of nature; with how much vehemence would it 
t whom ie been urged, that they were intoxicated with their ſucceſs, and 
1 that eat in the full ſecurity of power they thought themſelves entitled to 
" neglect the great diſtinctions of right and wrong, and determined ta 
blackeneaW&nploy the law for the completion of thoſe purpoſes, in which — 
ſtrong would give them no aſſiſtance. 
» of uſag 1 doubt not that your Lordſhips will eaſily perceive, that this cen« 


ne is equally juſt in either caſe; that you will not allow any man 
I be proſecuted by methods which he ought not to have uſed in his 
wn caſe ; that you will not expoſe any man to hardſhips, from which 
yery other member of the community is exempt ; that you vill not 
ſuffer any man to be tried by hired evidence; and that * will not 
condemn him whom the law acquits. 
Lord BArRHURSH ſpoke next in ſubſtance as follows: My wacky 
he queſtion under our conſideration has been ſo long and fo accu- 
ately debated, that little can be added to the arguments on either fide; 
ind therefore, though I think it neceſſary on ſo important an occaſion 
to make a ſolemn declaration of my opinion, I ſhall endeavour to 
ng, that port it, not ſo much by any arguments of my own, as by a reca- 
ous than pilation and a=) of thoſe which have been already heard oy 
dyn, your Lordſhips, 
ny man, It has not been denied, that the puniſhment of crimes is abſolutely 
on, ws recefary to the public ſecurity; and as it is evident, that crimes 
cannot be puniſhed unleſs they are detected, it muſt be allowed, that 
upon his the diſcovery of wicked meaſures ought to be in a very great degree 
ce, by Wi the care of thoſe who are entruſted with the government of the 
potence, WF nation ; nor can they better diſcharge their truſt, than by defeating 
er a It be artifices of intrigue, and blocking up the retreats of guilt. 
aries d This likewiſe, my Lords, is admitted with ſuch reſtrictions as ſeem 
preſſed, WF intended to preclude any-advantage that might be drawn from the 
the law, ¶ appearance of a conceſſion ; for it is urged, that guilt is not to be 
| of the Bi deteGed by any methods which are yor oe and that no methods are 
juſt which are not uſual. 
ce w The firſt poſition, my Lords, I have no intention to cantrovert; ; 
ed an it is not to violate juſtice, but to preſerve it from violation, that 
ice his I lis bill has been projected or defended, But, my Lords, it is to be 
onen obſerved, 
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obſerved, that they who ſo warmly recommend the ſtricteſt adherey, 
to juſtice, ſeem not fully to underſtand the duty which they Urpe, 
To do juſtice, my Lords, is to act with impartiality, to baniſh from 
the mind all regard to perſonal motives, and to conſider every gurl. 
tion in its whole extent, without ſuffering the attention to be reſtrained 
to particular eee or the * to be ne by 
partial affection. 

This rule, my Lords, ſeems not to have been very carefully ch. 
ſerved by the moſt vehement advocates for juſtice in the caſe 'befyn 
us; for they appear not to be ſolicitous that any ſhould receiy 
juſtice but the perſon mentioned in the bill; they do not remembe, 
that the public has cried out for juſtice more than twenty years, ſu 
juſtice which has not yet been obtained, and which can be obtain 
only by the method now propoſed. | | 

It is neceſſary, my Lords, for thoſe who are ſo watchful apzinf 
the breach of juſtice, to prove that any means can be unjuſt which 
have no other tendency than the detection of wickedneſs, of wicked 
neſs too artful. or too . to be e by the common rules 
of law. 

The introduction of new methods of proſecution, is the natun 

conſequence of new ſchemes of villainy, or new arts of evaſion; 
nor is it neceſſary that precedents ſhould be produced, when the wil 
dom of the legiſlature concurs in acknowledging the neceſſity of ei. 

_ traordinary meaſures. Though our conſtitution is in the higheſt de. 
gree excellent, I never yet heard that it was perfect, and whatever i 
not perfect may be improved. Our laws, however wiſe, are jet 
the contrivances of human policy; and why ſhould we deſpair d 
adding ſomewhat to that which we inherit from our anceſtors? WI 
ſhould we imagine, that they anticipated every contingency, and let 
nothing for ſucceeding ages ? N 

Ithink, my Lords, with the higheſt nad both of our lines and 
thoſe by whom they were enacted, but I look with no leſs veneration 
on this illuſtrious aſſembly ; I believe your Lordſhips equal to yout 
progenitors in abilities; and therefore, ſince you cannot but outg0 
them in experience, am confident that you may make improvements 
in the fabric which they have erected ; that you may adorn it wit 
new beauties, or ſtrengthen it with new ſupports. 

It cannot at leaſt be denied, that your Lordſhips have all the power 


of your anceſtors ; and ſince every law was once new, it is certain 
| they 
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 adheren 
they urge. 


hey were far from imagining that there was always a neceſſity of 
nquiring after precedents. If the argument drawn from the want 


aniſh fron {ihr precedents be now of any force, let it be proved that its force was 
very que: in any former reign ; and let it be conſidered how our govern- 
reſtraii ent could have attained its preſent excellence, had this Houſe, in- 


dead of applying to every grievance its proper remedy, been amuſed 


rudted þ 
! : 
ith turning over journals, and looking upon every new emergence | 


efully qr precedents, of which it is certain that there muſt have been a 
aſe "before me in which they were not to be found. : 

d recein In all regulations eſtabliſhed by the legiſlature, it is ſufficient that 
member ¶ Ney do not produce confuſion by being inconſiſtent with former laws, 
years, for unt they unite eaſily with our conſtitution, and do not tend to the 
Obtained Membarrafſment of the machine of government. This conſideration, 


my Lords, has been in a very remarkable manner regarded by thoſe 


1 again bo drew up the bill before us; a bill of which the noble Duke has 
ft which MMyroved, that it will be ſo far from perplexing our judicial proceed- 

wicked. Wings, that it will reconcile: the law to itſelf, and free us from the 
10n rules {receflity of obeying one precept by the neglect of another. 


"12 The arguments of the noble Duke are ſuch as, in my opinion, can- 
natun 


not be anſwered, or heard impartially without conviction. The 
evaſion; ¶naxims quoted by him are each of them inconteſtably true; they are 
the wil. Non this occaſion incompatible, and this is the . method by which 


y of ex. dbey can be reconciled. 
heſt de. Nor has he only ſhewn the propriety of the bill 1 tee 
atever is ſreaſons, but has proved likewiſe, that it is conſiſtent, not only with 
are yet Witte conſtitution of our government, but with the practice of our 
{pair od MW znceftors ; he has ſhewn, that it may be ſupported not only by rea- 
? Wye on, but by bills of the ſame kind, enacted on | occaſions of far leſs 
and let importance. 
| He has proved, my Lords, all that the moſt Galina enquirep 
ws and I can wiſh ; he has made it evident, that the bill would be proper, 
eration WW though it were unprecedented ; he has produced many precedents in 
to your Wi ſupport of it, and has thereby evinced, that the only preſent queſtion 
 outgo , Whether it is juſt? To the precedents alledged by him it has 
ements Wi been objected, that they differ in ſome particulars. But when, my 
t with Wi Lords, did any two actions, however common, agree in every eir- 
cumſtance ? Relations may be complicated without end, and every 


hey complication produces new appearances, which, however, are 
7 always 
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always to be 3 while the conſtituent principles renin fy Or V 


unvaried. | ho might 

If we conſider the difficulties in which the e of the bil They r 
have involved themſelves, it will not be eaſy to think well of a Cauſe ed by 
which gives birth to ſuch wild aſſertions, and extravagant opiniom joubted!y 


They have firſt, by requiring precedents, determined, that our con: nded on 


ſtitution muſt be henceforward for ever at a ſtand; and then, h roccedin 
declaring that no precedents are of any weight, in which ey un ppec 
circumſtance is not parallel to the caſe in debate, have debarred u But in 
from the. repetition of any occaſional law; they have declared different 
almoſt in plain terms, themſelves uſeleſs, and deſtroyed that auth ect, not 
rity at once, which they ſeem ſo much afraid of communicative toi arders 
the Commons. rich ſucl 
But by none of their arts of ſubtle diſtinQion, my Lords, ban practices 
they been able to evade the argument which ariſes from the can. e trial 
formity df this bill to the common practice of our courts ; an argu" abc 
ment which has produced no other anſwer than loud declamations: falſe appe 
againſt the indecency of comparing with pickpockets and highway. i This 
men, a noble perſon, a miniſter of acknowledged merit, long graced thoſe wh 
with the favour of his e and long inveſted with the highef be procu 
at.. eonfeſſio 

I, my Lords, am very far from pleaſing myſelf with licentious a Every 
indecent language ; I am far from envying any man that exaltation and the! 


which he obtains either by good or by bad actions; and have no in. de trial, 


Clination of levelling the perſon, whoſe conduct I defire to ſee ext your kn 
mined, with the profligate or infamous. Yet I cannot forbear u invalidat 
obſerve, that high rank is an aggravation of villainy ; that to har ficmed b 
enjoyed the favour of his Sovereign, is no defence of him that bh by o 


"abuſed it; and that high truſt is an honour only to that man, wh, Thus, 


when he lays'down his office, dares ſtand an enquiry. . diſperſed 
Had there been no precedent in our judicial proceedings, my Lords, obſcure 
which bore any reſemblance to this bill, there would not from thence greateſt 


| Have ariſen any juſt objection. Common proceedings are eſtabliſhed parently 


for common occaſions ; and it ſeems to have been the principle One 
our anceſtors, that it is better to give ten guilty perſons an oppor- been ral 
tunity of eſcaping juſtice, than to puniſh one innocent perſon by al bill, wh 
unjuſt ſentence. A prineiple which, perhaps, might not be erroneous trained 


in common caſes, in which only one individual was injured by ano- intendec 
5 ; ther, £0015 ot 
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, or when the trial was by the law committed to a n jury, 
ho 10 nicht eaſily be miſled. 

They might likewiſe imagine, my Lords, that a dk encou- 
ved by a fortunate eſcape to a repetition of his guilt, would un- 
wubtedly ſome time fall into the hands of the law, though not ex- 
aded on purpoſe to ſeize him; and therefore they conſtituted their 


itrapped, though guilt ſhould ſometimes gain a reprieve. | 
But in the preſent caſe, my Lords, every circumſtance. requires a 
arent conduct. By the crimes, which this bill is intended to de- 
& not ſingle perſons, or private families, but whole nations, and 
| orders of men have long been injured and oppreſſed, and oppreſſed 
rich ſuch ſucceſs, that the criminal has no temptation to renew his 
practices; nor is there any danger of an erroneous ſentence, becauſe 
the trial will be heard by this Houſe, by perſons whoſe integrity ſets 
them above corruption, and. whoſe * will not be deceived by 
falſe appearances. 

This conſideration, my Lords, affords an PR LO reply to 
thoſe who repreſent the bill as ill- concerted, becauſe the evidence to 


be procured by it, is the teſtimony of men, "RI by their own 


confeſſion, in the crimes which they reveal. 

Every court, my Lords, examines the credibility of a witneſs; 
and the known corruption of theſe men may be properly pleaded at 
the trial, where your Lordſhips will balance every circumſtance with 
your known impartiality, and examine how far every aſſertion is 
invalidated by the character of the witneſs, and how far it is cdn- 
frmed by a corroboratory concurrence. of known events, or W 
ed by other teſtimonies not liable to the ſame exception. 

Thus, my Lords, it may be obſerved how quickly the clouds are 
diſperſed with which intereſt or perverſeneſs have endeavoured to 
obſcure the truth, and how eaſily the ſtrongeſt objections which the 
greateſt abilities could raiſe againſt this bill are confuted, or how ap- 


parently, when they are cloſely examined, they confute themſelves. 


One of the objections that require np anſwer is, that which has 
been raiſed with regard to the extent of the indemnity offered in the 
bil, which, in the opinion of thoſe that oppoſed it, ought to be re- 
ſtrained to particular perſons. But that it is chiefly, if not ſolely, 
intended to be applied to thoſe who have refuſed to anſwer the queſ- 


tions of the committee, I believe every Lord in this Houſe is fully 
| : convinced; 


roceedings in ſuch a manner, that innocence. might at leaſt not be 
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convinced; it was, however, neceſſary to draw it up in genen ip my 6 
terms, leſt other artifices might have been employed, and left,  reflecti 
pointing out particular perſons, opportunity might have been gin 4 ſuperi 
to deprive the public of their evidence, by nen 120 them v vent dil 
withdraw. [ have « 

The bill was juſtly ſtiled, by a noble Look, A bill to proven ccaſion 
enquiry from being impoſſible. The difficulty of enquiries for d rraordin 
public is well known; and the difficulty ariſes chiefly from . uſe men 
| Inability of the people to reward their advocates, or their evidence Mie engag 
The ſtate of the court, my Lords, is very different; the crown can, pinion a. 
not only pardon, but advance thoſe that have on any occaſion pro reateſt t. 
moted its intereſt ; and I hope it will not be too much power to le) em 
for once granted to the people, if they are empowered to throw i Neaſure is 
ſimple indemnification into the balance, and try whether with te On the 
ſlight addition of truth, and reaſon, and juſtice, it will be able as er 
weigh down titles, and wealth, and power. paſſions b 

It has been urged, that there is danger leſt this bill ſhould becom ey are p 
a precedent. I hope, my Lords, the fame occaſion will not often {iſooner ha. 
happen; and whenever it ſhall hereafter occur, the precedent dry, th: 
paſſing the bill will be much leſs dangerous than that of rejecting it, pund equ 

I hope it is not neceſſary to ſay more on this occaſion ; yet I can- tution vie 
not forbear to remind ſome Lords of the fatal conſequences which ck of 
at critical conjunctures they have often dreaded, or appeared to dre," wertir 
from a diſagreement of this Houſe with the Commons. At this [ have 
time, in which the nation is engaged in war, when the whole con- Vith infi 
nent is one general ſcene of diſcord and confuſion ; when the wilt i cpreſent 
counſels, the firmeſt unanimity, and the moſt vigorous meaſures 20 their own 
apparently neceſſary, it might not be improper to reflect, how un- value t 
ſeaſonably we ſhall irritate the Commons by rejecting this bill, aa wn Pre" 
how juſtly we ſhall exaſperate the people, by ſhewing them that their plicated 1 
complaints and remonſtrances are of no weight; that they muſt expel than to fl 
the redreſs of their grievances from ſome other power; and that we of which 
prefer the impunity of one man to the happineſs: and ſafety of tht ginary de 
public. [ do n( 

Lord IL Ar ſpoke next to the following purpoſe :—-My Lords, 8s order of 
there has in this debate been very frequent mention of extraordinary p thoſe : 
caſes, of new modes of wickedneſs, which require new forms o _ evils: 
procedure, and new arts of eluding juſtice, which make new method contribut 


of proſecution neceſſary, I cannot forbear to lay before your Lod- ind ackn 
F ; ſhip 
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MAT 2% 

n gene ies my ſentiments on this queſtion ; ſentiments not fo much formed 
id left, | q reflection as impreſſed by experience, ahd which I owe not to 
een gien 4 ſuperior degree of penetration into future events, but to * 
n them u rent diſcoveries of my own errors. 


[ have obſerved, my Lords, that in every colliſion of ani tas 
cahon on Which their paſſions are inflamed, is always termed an 


. EG EE CAE ee 


s for de zordinary conjuncture, an important criſis of affairs, either be- 
from ue men affect to talk in ſtrong terms of the buſineſs in which they 
evidence re engaged, for the ſake of aggrandizing themſelves in their own 


pinion and that of the world, or becauſe the preſent object appears 
neateſt to their ſight by intercepting others, and that is imagined 
them to be really moſt important in nes by which their own 
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wer to he 

> throw i eaſure is moſt affected. | 

with tel On theſe extraordinary occaſions, my Tad the l have 
able u vzys endeavoured to ſecure their conqueſt, and to gratify their 


— — 


raſions by new laws, by laws, even in the opinion of thoſe. by whom 
I become ittej are promoted, only juſtifiable by the preſent exigence. And no 
zot often ſooner has a new rotation of affairs given the ſuperiority to another 
edent opt), than another law equally unreaſonable and equally new, is 
ging it, und equally neceflary for a contrary purpoſe. Thus is our conſti- 
et I can. Wſtution violated by both, under the pretence of ſecuring it from the 
es which atack of each other, and laſting evils have been admitted for the ſake 
to dread, ef averting a temporary danger. 

At uu {have been too long acquainted with mankind to charge any party 
le conti: Nvith infincerity in their conduct, or to accuſe them of affecting to 
he wikktrcpreſent their diſputes as more momentous than they appeared to 
ures ab dei own eyes. I know, my Lords, how highly every man learns 
how un- value that which he has long contended for, and how eaſily every 
bill, aa wan prevails upon himſelf to believe the ſecurity of the public com- 
hat their plcated with his own. I have no other intention in theſe remarks, 
ſt expell dan to ſhew how men are betrayed into a concurrence in meaſures, 
that wer which, when the ardour of appoſition has ſubſided, and the ima- 
y of ths ginary danger is paſt, they have very ſeldom failed to repent. | 
do not remember, my Lords, any deviation from the eſtabliſhed 
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rds, AW or of our conſtitution, which has not afterwards produced remorſe 
prdinay in thoſe that adviſed it. I have known many endeavour to obviate 
rms elbe evils that might be produced by the precedents which they have 
method contributed to eſtabliſh, by public declarations of their repentance, 
r Lord-Md acknowledgments of their error z and for my part, I take this 


ſhip opportunity 


176 "DEBATE on. | 
| [mar.y 1748 


hich W. 
lauſes W 


opportunity of declaring, that though I have more than once Yromogl 
extraordinary bills, I do not recolle& one which I would not 30 
| oppoſe, nor one of which experience has not ſhewn me, that jy 


danger is greater than the benefit. | ill 1s Cru 

T have learned at length, my Lords, that our 1 has ben yomoted 

ſo formed by the wiſdam of our anceſtors, that it is able to prota yiginal P 
itſelf by its own powers, without any aſſiſtance from temporary ci. ime. 

pedients, which, like ſome kinds of medicines in the human body 4 Hi 

may give it the appearance of uncommon vigour, but which, i l 2 

ſecret, prey upon its nobleſt parts, and hurry it to a ſudden decay, I , 

| But none of all the meaſures. into which I have ſeen party 5 x 

precipitated by acrimony and impetuoſity, have I known parallel 33 


the bill which is now defended in this Houſe ; a bill which I hoy 
we ſhall have reaſon to term the wildeſt effort of miſguided zeal, and 
the moſt abſurd project that the enthuſiaſm'of faction ever produced, 
The particular clauſes of this bill have been already examined with 
great acuteneſs and penetration, and have all been ſhewn to be 
abſurd or uſeleſs. I ſhall therefore only add this obſervation, thi 
the indemnification, however liberally offered, will be wholly at te 
diſpoſal of thoſe who ſhall receive the — by whom, when 
ſuch diſcoveries are not made as they may happen to expect, gad. 
witneſſes may be charged with reſerve and inſincerity, and be prof "i ; 
cuted for thoſe crimes which could never haye been known but by Wo 
their own confeſſion. _ | { 8 - 
It is not impoſlible, but that if the bait of ee {hal 3 
be found inſufficient to produce teſtimonies againft the noble perſon "ring 
2 dill of pains and penalties may be attempted to terrify thoſe wid 
are too wiſe to be enſnared by ſpecious promiſes ; for what may 10 
be expected from thoſe who have already ſent their fellow-ſubject to | 
_ priſon, only for refuſing to accuſe themſelves ? . ut a Prot 
Nor can I diſcover, my Lords, how the moſt abandoned Alan e former 
will be hindered from procuring indemnity by perjury, or what ſſul the latt 
exclude a conſpirator againſt the life and government of his Ma- 
jeſty from pardon, if he ſwears, that in a plot for ſetting the Pie. 
tender on the throne, be was aſſiſted by the counſels of the Earle 
Orford. 
It has indeed been in ſome degree chow; * the bill require 
ſome amendment, by propoſing that the neceſſary alterations may be 


wade to ſuch 4 of it as ſhall 1 defective to the committee, Vol. II 
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hich would indeed be highly expedient, if only ſome particular 
uſes were exceptionable ; but, my Lords, the intention of the 
» that th ill is cruel and oppreſſive ; the meaſures by which that intention is 
domoted are contrary to law, and without precedent; and the 
1 has bee iginal principle is falſe, as it ſuppoſes 4 criminal previous to the 
time. 
orary er s urged as the moſt 8 argument by the advocates for the 
ws: body ll, that it ought to be paſſed to gratify the people. I know not, 
hich, I Lords, upon what principles thoſe who plead ſo earneſtly for rigid 
ſlice, can endeavour to influence our deciſions by any other mo- 
res; or why they think it more equitable to ſacrifice any man to 
arallel f :-ſeritment of the people, than to the malice of any fingle perſon; 
b T hoy or can conceive why it ſhould be thought. leſs criminal to ſell our 


zeal, md ices for popularity. than for preferment. 
roduced, 


ined with 
vn to be 
tion, that 
ly at the 
IM, when 


As this is therefore, my Lords, a bill contrary to all tid laws, 
inconſiſtent with itſelf; as it only tends to produce a bad end by 
l means, and violates the conſtitution not to relieve but to oppreſs; ; 
the parts, ſingly conſidered, are defective, and the whole grounded 
pon a falſe principle; it neither requires any longer debate, nor 
eerves any farther conſideration; it is rather to be deteſted than 


= 2 fiteiſed, and to be rejected without any e — for its 
bs 


a but by 


mendment. | 

[The aforementioned Lords were all who ſpoke in this debate. 
he queſtion being then x put, Whether the bill mrs be committed ? 
99 palled in the negative. | | 
f Content 47 ä Not content 92 


joſe who | 
Proxies 10 Proxies 917 


wjects to 57 | 3 109 

| ia Proteſt was entered on this occaſion, ſigned by 2 Lords; 
J villa former part of it drawn from the ſpeech of the Duke of Argyle, 
hat (hall the l pare of it from that of Lord Cennet 
his Ma- 5 
the Pre- 
> Earl ( 


ion {hal 


requires 


s may be 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


May 20, 1742. 


On the Security and Protection of Trade and Navigation. 


The fame day that the Lords read a firſt time the indemnificain 
bill, they read alſo for the firſt time a bill ſent from the Common, 
entitled, An A for the better protecting and ſecuring the Trade ul 
Navigation of this Kingdom in Time of War. As this bill had are. 
markable riſe, paſſed the Commons without a diviſion, and the ent 
propoſed by it was ſo commendable, it may be proper to give fone 
account of it before we proceed to the debate thereon | in the Houk 
of Lords, 

It may be remembered, that we | have GO SE} great cauſe 
complaint on account of the loſſes ſuſtained by the Britiſh merchan 
from the enemy's privateers, who were not ſufficiently checked, Thr 
merchants and traders of London, Briſtol, and other cities, having 
applied to the adminiſtration in vain, - preſented petitions to bot 
Houſes, ſetting forth, among other things, © that notwithſtanding 
„the growing inſolence of the Spaniſh privateers, the applicati 
of the ſuffering merchants for protection and redreſs, had bet 
ͤneglected; that numbers of his Majeſty's moſt uſeful ſubjects hag 
ce been reduced to want and impriſonment, or, compelled by inhu 


40 man treatment, and deſpairing of a Cartel for the exchanged 


6 priſoners, had enliſted in the ſervice of Spain; that there had bet 
various neglects and delays in the appointment of convoys, an 
« ſome of the commanders of the few that had been granted, deſerte 
<« the ſhips under their care at ſea, and left tO as a prey totil 
enemy,“ &c. 

One petition farther ſays, * That the want of ſhips of force pt 
<« perly ſtationed, encouraged the enemy to increaſe the number 
cc their privateers.“ 8 

Another, „That moſt of the captures were almoſt on our co 


+ in the channel and ſouncings, at a time when the naval force 
$558 Ls u @ Brim 
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Britain was greater than ever was bm a few ſhips of which 
might have ruined the enemy's privateers.“ | 
One ſet of the petitioners apprehend, that moſt of the captures 

might have been prevented, had a few ſhips been properly ſta- 
tioned on this ſide Cape F i and the commanders keyg. co 

the ſtricteſt duty.“ | 4 
Other petitioners © are not a little alarmed, not only at the in- 

creaſe aud number of the Spaniſh privateers lately equipped, but 

« at the unexpected great ſtrength the enemy have lately ſhewn in 
the Mediterranean by which their trade muſt become more pre- 
carious than ever.“ Y 
The laſt petition delivered in was from the Mayor, Aldermen, 

nd Commons of the city of London, ſetting forth, © that they had 
ſeen a powerful and well provided fleet remain inactive in our 
own ports, or more ingloriouſly putting to ſea, without the ap- 
pearance of any enterprize in view; while our trading veſſels 'were 

daily expoſed to the privateers of an inconſiderable port, and a 
feeble enemy holds our naval power in deriſion, to the ruin of 

trade, the enriching the enemy, and the diſgrace of the Britiſn 
name,” 

Their general requeſt is, “ That they may have regular convoys, 

and that the commanders be ordered not to deſert their charge 

* when in danger; that cruizers be properly ſtationed, ſubject to 

ſuch inſpection as ſhall beſt anſwer the end deſigned.” 

They all concluded with praying, *< that the Houſe would make 

ſuch proviſion for the future ſecurity of the navigation and com- 

merce of theſe kingdoms as they ſhall think fit.“ 

The petitions were ſeverally referred to the conſideration of a 

12 be ommittee of the whole Houſe, and the following orders made for 
EY tecellary papers to be laid before the Houſe. 
mow Bt An account of his Majeſty's ſhips of war which have been 
f mployed ſince the beginning of laſt year, as cruizers for the pro- 
tion of the trade of this kingdom on this ſide Cape Finiſterre, 
lic ations of ſuch ſhips, and how long ordered to continue there- 
uh with the times of their going to ſea, and their returning into 
t; when ſuch ſhips were cleared, and which of them taliowed, 
— a when reſpectively. 
118 The journals of the commanders of ſuch of his Alzey s ſhips 
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ſent war as cruiſers for the protection of trade, on this lide CG 
F 306 ma ; 
An account of the ſhips of war built in any of his Majeſty, 
a which have been launched ſince July 1739, the times whe 
hugged, vrhen firſt put to ſea, and on what ſervices employed, 
An account of the ſhips of war built in private yards for hi 
M.,jeſty's ſervice, in the ſaid time; diſtinguiſhing the times when co. 
tracted for, when launched, * * "ou to ſea, and c on what fer- 
vices employed. 

- $5. An account of the ſhips and veſſels purchaſed for his Mae 
ſetvice ſince the ſaid time, diſtinguiſhing when OT, when furl 
put to ſea, and what ſervices employed in. 

6. An account of the ſhips of war appointed as convoys to the 
trade of this kingdom to foreign parts, ſince the commencement of "cv 
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l l; the preſent war, diſtinguiſhing the ſhips appointed, and the particulrWiF applic 
Bl ſervices, together with the notices given to the traders of the tint hey falle 
100 prefixed for their ſailing, and the times they ſailed reſpectively. ud on th 
| We! 7. That his Majeſty be addreſſed -for the report of the com. Next d 
wh | miſſioners for exeouting the office of Lord High Admiral to his Ma 9D f 
|: kh | | jeſty in Council, upon the petition of the merchants, relating to thei n ac 
Wit loſſes during the war, to be laid before the Houſe. nguiſhir 
un 8. That the ſchoolmaſter and a mariner on board his Majeſty' ber 0 
ſhip. the Duke, do attend the ſaid Committee. The 8 

Six days after theſe orders paſſed, the ſaid accounts and report wer f the me 

preſented to the Houſe by the Secretary of the Admiralty. x to dela 

There were alſo laid before them copies of above one hundred that have 

letters, from and to the Secretary of State, Admirals, Ambaſſadot the in 

Conſuls, Commanders of his Majeſty's ſhips, and trading veſſels; ration of 

from the commiſſioners of the ſick and hurt ſeamen, with heads of- Alſo ce 

Cartel for exchange of priſoners; and memorials and repreſentation his Majet 

from merchants, this fide ( 

Alſo a lift of ſhips taken "AR the commencement of the war, 10 port, bef 

of the priſoners made by the enemy, alſo letters from ſeveral of then ixty-one 

relating to their treatment, and from the Captain-General of the All wi 

province where the ſaid ſeamen were impriſoned, relating to an &: heard forr 

change; ſeveral certificates and depoſitions, and a propoſal by tit to ſit aga 

Lords of the Admiralty for a general exchange of priſoners ; ai Next d 

plications 


copies of the orders of the Commiſſioners of Admiralty to Captain 


and Commanders on the enemy's coaſt, = 


Petitions 


MAY 20, 


ſid 
2 Cix Em the principal officers of the enemy, priſoners in Britain, relating 


o the exchange. 


Majeſty 

- 42 Certificates of the diſcharge of ſeveral priſoners, by the enemy, on 
dye omiſe that a like number of the . in Britain ſhould be 
ds for charged. » 


r. f the regulations and inſtructions relating to the ſea ſervice, eſtabliſh- 
ER by bis Majeſty in Council. 

Majeſty; Theſe requiſites being laid before the Houſe of Commons, they 

when i, ent into a Committee on the 23d day of their ſitting, heard one of 


be petitioners, ſeveral witneſſes, and defired to fit again. 

In the mean time was preſented to the Houſe ſeventeen other letters 
oncerning ſea affairs, and an account when the Eaſt India Company 
| applied ſince the war began for a convoy to St. Helena, and when 
hey failed, and what number of ſhips came under the ſaid convoy, 
ind on the 25th day of fitting the Committee heard more witneſſes. 


ys to the 
cement of 
particuli 

the tine 


+ UL Next day they proceeded, when an account was brought in of the 
\ his Ma. Spaniſh priſoners releaſed, by what orders, and on what conditions; 
g to the ſo an account of the number of ſeamen employed the laſt year, diſ- 
nguiſhing how many at home, and how many abroad, alſo of the 
Majeſty number of ſhips and veſſels of war, diſtinguiſhing the rates, | 
The Secretary of the Admiralty alſo preſented a liſt of the names 
ort were ſe the merchant ſhips, and the maſters, as have behaved fo negligently 
a5 to delay the convoys from whom they had taken failing orders, or 
hunde at have abandoned the ſame, or that have been any ways diſobedient 
zafſador WW” te inſtructions eſtabliſhed for good government, with the nar- | 
veſſels; ration of the facts ſince the beginning of the war. 
1 da Allo copies of the reaſons given in writing by ſuch Commanders of 
entation ibis Majeſty's ſhips as have been appointed in this war as cruiſers on 
this fide Cape Finiſterre, for leaving their ſtations or for coming into 
var, a0 port, before the time required by their orders, which papers were 
of then{W'®ty-one in number. 
1 of tene All which were referred to the ſaid Committee, and them they 
| an en. beard ſome other evidence, and after further proceeding deſired leave 
| by th to ſit again, 
rs ; a Next day the Secretary of the Admiralty — copies of all ap- 
Captain plications for convoys for ſhips and cruizers, and what was done 


etitions 
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Petitions from the wives of ſeamen taken priſoners ; letters to and 


The Secretary of the Admiralty alſo laid before the Houſe a book 


2 thereon, 
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tee, which was to proceed again on the 28th day, but the Hou 


upon, which are much the greater part, with juſtifications from the 
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thereon, which papers were a forty, of which eight were pet 
tions to get convoys for ſingle ſhips. 
All which papers and accounts were referred to the ſaid G 


were deſired to adjourn for fifteen days. When. the Houſe met 2970 
the ſaid Secretary preſented copies of all complaints made lince th 
war began, to the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, againſt, or te. 
lating to commanders leaving, the trade under their convoy, or thei 
ſtations, or for impreſſing ſeamen out of outward-bound ſhips af 
clearance, or homeward-bound before they reached their port, or fir 
other miſbehaviour, or injury done by them to trade, with an Account 
of what has been done thereupon. 

Theſe papers, including the complaints ws the orders given there. 


commanders, were in number forty ; but we ought not to omit thi 
amongſt them there is a repreſentation of the Portugal merchants in 
favour of one commander, Capt. Ambroſe, who had taken fever 
of the enemy's privateers. 

On the 33d day of ſitting was preſented, from the office for the 
ſick and wounded ſeamen, copies of the returns from ſuch perſons a 
have been empowered to pay his Majeſty's bounty to the Britiſh ſub 


jects, priſoners in the ports of Spain, diſtinguiſhing the number « 


men paid each month, and what _ they belonged to, and when 
taken, 

Alſo an account of the-number of men who have been put ſick on 
ſhore fiom his Majeſty's ſhips, into the hoſpitals laſt year, diſtinguilhs 
ing how many died, and how many were returned to the {hips, or 
run away, or were otherwiſe diſpoſed of. 

Which papers were referred to the ſaid Committee, and the Houl 
went into it, heard further evidence, and the Chairman deſired leave 
to fit again, 

Accordingly they proceeded on this affair the och day, and heal 
further evidence, 

On the 37th day more papers were laid before the Houle, being 
three ſeveral orders iſſued by the Admiralty to the Commanders of hi 
Majeſty's ſhips in the ports of Portugal, or ſuch as ſhall have oc 
fion to put into the ſaid ports; alſo an eſtimate of the debt of the 


navy; which were referred to the ſaid Committee, and the Houſe 
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-nt into it, and came to ſeveral reſolutions which were reported the 

ext day, and are as follow. | „ Io 
The firſt reſolution was, That it appeared to the Committee, that 
withſtanding the repeated applications of the merchants for cruiſers 
be properly ſtationed for the protection of the trade of this nation 
om the privateers of Spain, the due and neceſſary care has not been 
ken to keep a proper number of his Majeſty's ſhips employed in that 
vice, more eſpecially in and near the Channel and Soundings ; for 
rant of which, many ſhips had been taken by the enemy, ſome of 
tem of conſiderable value, to the great loſs of many of his Majeſty's 
ſibjects, the great advantage and encouragement of the enemy, and 
lie diſhonour of this nation. II. That the detention of the ſhips 
hound to Portugal for near twelve months, by the refuſal of protections 
for ſome time, and the delay of convoys afterwards, gave our rivals 
in trade an opportunity of introducing new. ſpecies of their woollen 


nanufactures into Portugal, to the great detriment of this kingdoms. 


Upon this foundation the Houſe ordered that à bill be brought in 
for the better protecting and ſecuring the trade and navigation of this 
kingdom in times of war; and that the Lord Mayor of London, 
(ince deceaſed) and Sir John Barnard, do prepare and bring in 
the ſame, | apt 

On the 1ſt day of April, being the 59th of their fitting, the Lord 
Mayor of London preſented, according to order, a bill for the better 
protecting and ſecuring the trade and navigation of this kingdom in 
time of war, and the ſame was received and read a firſt time, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond time, and to be printed. 

By reaſon of ſome omiſſion, we do not find when the bill was read 
aſccond time; but, on the 72d ſitting, a day was appointed to go 
into a Committee on the 79th, when they did, and made ſeveral 
ancndments, which were reported on the 82d day, and with amend- 
ments to one of them were agreed to, and ordered to be engroſſed. 
At their 87th ſitting the bill was read a third time and paſſed, and the 
Lord Mayor of London was ordered to carry the bill to the Lords, 
and deſire their concurrence. And three days after it was read by 
their Lordſhips a firſt time, and is as follows; the words within theſe 
marks [] ſhewing how the blanks were filled up, and the amend- 
ments made in its progreſs through the Houſe of Commons with 


notes of the words left out. | g 
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ain All * the better protecting and ſecuring of the Trade and Nevins nointMe! 
X f this kingdom in times of war. e or they 
26 1 WHEREAS it is neceſſary, in times of war, that a ſuffcie ating to 


number of ſhips ſhould be appointed, and kept conſtantly employ Mileceſlary 
as cruiſers, in proper ſtations, for the protection and ſecurity of tlf&ifing ih 
trade and navigation of this kingdom; be it enacted by the King to care 
| Moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of dal order 
| Houſes of the Senate in this preſent Council aſſembled, and by EI on as po 
authority of the ſame, That when and as often as this kingdom ſul (4) © 
be engaged in war with any kingdom or ſtate in Europe, (over u m and 
above the ſhips of war for the line of battle, and for convoys to emo cer on 
parts) ſuch a number of ſhips of war as ſhall be ſufficient for the provMiiring, ca 


tection and ſecurity of the merchant ſhips, in their going out and w mak 
turning home, ſhall be conſtantly employed as cruiſers, or for con: ich ſuc 
voys, in and near the Britiſh Channel and Soundings, and in ſud s port 
other ſtations on this ſide Cape Finiſterre, as ſhall by the Lord Hout J 
Admiral, or Commiſſioners for executing the office of Lord H cer off 
Admiral of Great-Britain for the time being, be judged moſt proper Mine, imp! 
for that purpoſe ; the aforeſaid ſhips of war to be careened at leit all be a. 
[three] times in the year, or oftener, if there be occaſion ; and tha (5.) © 
the ſeamen on board any ſuch cruiſers ſhall not be turned over ino bat (er! 
any other , ſhip or ſhips, but ſuch only as ſhall be appointed for {iſenaed | 
cruiſing, or home convoys, according to the tenor of this act. Navy in 
(2.) * Provided always, and be it enacted by the authority afore- at purp 
ſaid, That nothing herein contained ſhall reſtrain, or be conſtrued to oners fo 
reſtrain, the Lord High Admiral or Commiſſioners for executing the Miſding, 1h 
office of Lord High Admiral for the time being, from directing any Ind ſepar 


of the ſhips which ſhall be appointed to be cruifers in purſuance of ui of tn 
this act, to be employed in the line of battle, (in caſe of great re- ſhip cam 
ceſſity) on this ſide Cape Finiſterre, without whoſe immediate di- uns out 1 


rection, the ſaid ſhips ſhall be always Cruiſing, or employed as bome time anc 
convoys, except when they are careening or refitting. the time: 
and that 


(3-) And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Lord 
High Admiral, or Commiſſioners for executing the office of Lord 
High Admiral for the time being, ſhall on or before the [firſt day of 
July next], authoriſe and appoint a Commiſſioner of the Navy, ot 
ſome one or more perſon or perſons, who ſhall conſtantly reſide at 
ſuch place or places as his Majeſty ſhall direct; by virtue of which 

appolnt- 
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ointment, | ſuch perſon or perſons, in the place or-places for which 
- or they ſhall be appointed, ſhall ſuperintend or overſee every thing 
ting to the aforeſaid cruiſers; and ſhall take care that every thing 
-ceſlary be immediately provided for all and every the aforeſaid 
viſing ſhips of war, that ſhall come into any port by ſtreſs of weather, 
to careen or refit; and as ſoon as they or any of them are refitted, 
hall order all or any of the ſaid ſhips of war to put to fea again as 
bon as poſſible. 
(4.) © And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 
m and after the ſaid {firſt day of July] if any Captain, or other 
cer on board any of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, ſhall wilfully 
ring, carry away, or loſe any maſt or maſts of any ſuch ſhip *, or 
ul make any falſe pretence or excuſe for leaving the ſtation on 
ich ſuch ſhip or ſhips ſhall be appointed to cruiſe, or ſhall return 
nto port before the expiration of the term appointed for his cruiſe, 
ithout juſt and ſufficient reaſon for ſo doing, every Captain or 
cer offending in any of the aforeſaid caſes, ' {ſhall be puniſhed by 
line, impriſonment, or otherwiſe, as the offence by a Court Martial 
ſhall be adjudged to deſerve.] | 
(5.) * And to the intent that it may be the more eaſily known 
phat ſervice the aforeſaid cruiſers ſhall every year perform, be it 
nacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Commiſſioner of the 
Navy in each of the out- ports, or ſuch perſon or perſons as ſhall, for 
hat purpoſe, be appointed by the Lord High Admiral, or Commiſ- 
ſoners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral for the time 
being, ſhall tranſmit to him or them, every [three months] a diſtinct 
and ſeparate account digeſted into proper columns, of the time when 
any of the ſhips appointed to be cruiſers, ſailed out of port, when ſuch 
hip came in, together with the number of days caſt up that ſuch ſhip 
vas out upon duty, and the reaſons: of her putting into port, and the 
time and reaſons of her ſtay there; with an account how often, and 
te times when each of the ſaid ſhips have been careened every year; 
and that the Lord High Admiral, or Commiſſioners for executing the 
lice of Lord High Admiral for the time being, ſhall cauſe copies of 
tie ſaid accounts to be laid before both Houſes of the Senate within 
(eight days] after their meeting. 

(b.) * And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 
tie Lord H igh Admiral, or Commiſſioners for executing the office of 
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Lord High Admiral for the time being, ſhall, on or before the fi 
{firſt day of July] nominate and appoint ſuch a number of the tin 
war, as ſhall be ſufficient for the purpoſes aforementioned, to] 
cruiſers or convoys on this fide Cape Finiſterre for the current. __ 
and ſhall afterwards yearly, and every year, during the preſent ora 
future war, between the ¶ firſt day of November] and the [fir Gan 
December] nominate and appoint a ſufficient number of ſhips of w 


to be cruiſers or-convoys. on this ſide Cape Finiſterre for the o | 


enſuing z/ and as often as any of them ſhall happen to be taken or 
mall, as ſoon as may wy wo others in the room of every «4 
taken or loſt, AY 

© (7) < And whereas it Ws . nn to the trade 
this nation, that the captains or commanders of his Majeſty's ſhips 


of war appointed for convoys to and from remote parts, ſhould. wlll 


due care of the merchant ſhips committed to their charge; bei 
therefore enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That every captain @ 
commander of any of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, who, on or all 
the bill ſhall commence, ſhall be appainted convoy or guard to 
merchant ſhips or veſſels, or who ſhall have any merchant ſhip 
veſſels under his charge, do and ſhall diligently attend upon ſuch charge 
without delay, and in and during the courſe of the voyage take 


utmoſt care of ſuch merchant ſhips and veſlels, and do and ſhall 


every evening ſee that the whole number of the ſaid merchant ſhips 
and veſſels under his convoy be in company with him; and in 


he ſhall be obliged in the night time to tack, or alter his courſe, at 
lie to, that he do and ſha]l make the proper ſignals, to give the me 
chant ſhips and veſſels, under his convoy, notice thereof; and if f 


the morning he ſhall find any of the ſaid merchant ſhips andwelkls 
to be miſſing, he ſhall uſe his utmoſt endeavours to rejoin them and 
ſhall not willingly or negligently ſail away from, leave, or forlaks 
ſuch merchant fhips or veſſels, until he has ſeen them ſafe, ſo far 


he ſhall be directed to convoy them; and in caſe any of the (aid 


merchant ſhips or veſſels ſhall be in diſtreſs, he ſhall give them al 


proper and neceflary relief and aſſiſtance, as far as he is able; and in 
caſe any ſuch captain or commanding officer ſhall refuſe or negle to 


do all or any of the matters aforeſaid, every ſuch captain. or com- 
manding officer ſhall [be condemned to make reparation of the 
damage to the merchants, owners, and others, as the court of admi- 
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e the Gal ; ſhall adjudge ; and alfo be puniſhed according to the quality * 
"Gy : k offence, as ſhall be adjudged fit by a court-martial.} 


ed, to þ 108) « And whereas it is of the utmoſt importance to our ſettle- 
ent. a Lats in America, and the trade thereof “, that the commanders of 
nt or a l > ſhips ſtationed there, ſhould uſe their beſt endeavours for the pro- 


irſt Gor on and ſecurity of ſuch trade, [and the colonies there ;] be it 
ps of wh tber enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That none of his 
r the 1 es ſhips, which ſhall be ſtationed at any of the ſaid ſettle- 


hents, ſhall quit or leave their ſtations under pretence of going to 
en or refit, or under any other pretence whatſoever, without an 
hecial order from the Lord High Admiral, or commiſſtoners for 
Wcating the office of Lord High Admiral, (or the commander ir 
wer of his Majeſty's ſhips of war in thoſe ſeas, or in America) 
e time being ||. 

(9) © And to the end that it may appear hs ſervice the hin ſo 
Gationed ſhall perform, be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 
the captain or commanding officer on board every ſuch ſhip or veſſel, 
hall keep a diſtin& and ſeparate account, digeſted into proper co- 
Ius, of the times when the ſaid ſhip or veſſel ſailed out of port, 
when ſuch ſhip or veſſel came in, the ſervice ſhe was upon, together 
un the number of days caſt up, that ſuch ſhip or veſſel was out 
pon ſuch duty, and ſhall cauſe the ſame to be fairly entered in one 
more book or books, to be kept for that purpoſe; ſuch entries to 


_ 
ry ul 

9 
trade 


edigeſted in proper columns, and to be [every ſix months] tranſ- 
mitted to $ the captain or commanding officer of every ſuch ſtation 
ie mers A ſhip, to the Lord High Admiral, or commiſſioners for executing the 
10 if in office of Lord High Admiral for the time being, and ſhall alſo fend 


 vell:ly dupheates of the ſaid accounts at the firſt opportunity. 
m, and "#*{10) © And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
forlaks That the Commanders of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, on their ar- 


far a myal at any of the ſaid ſettlements, ſhall deliver a copy of the orders 


ne {aid they mall have received from the Lord High Admiral, or commiſ- 
em al ſoners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral of Britain for 


lect to ky Left out, in time of war.” + Left out, © during the continuance of 
un fuch war,” t Theſe words were added. | Left out, © or unleſs 
the commander or commanders of ſuch ſhip or ſhips ſhall be ordered off their ſta- 


3 tion, to be employed in the line of battle in the American ſeas, which ſhall not be 
08- done, but in caſes of the greateſt neceſſity. * Left out,“ together with 
ralty the uplicates thereof,” This clauſe was added in the committee. 
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the time being, ſo far as they relate to the protection of the ſaid * 


lonies, and of the trade of the ſaid colonies, to the governgr and 


council of the reſpective colony or plantation where they ſhall he 


Kationed ; which orders ſhall be entered into the council books o 
ſuch colony or plantation reſpectively; and the ſaid governor and 
council are hereby authorized and impowered to give ſuch directioꝶ 
in writing to the captains and commanders of ſuch ſtationed ſhips, a 
they ſhall think will be moſt for the protection and ſecurity of the; 
trade: And the ſaid captains and commanders are hereby requing 
to conform to, and obſerve the ſame, provided the ſame do not col. 


tradict the inftruQions they ſhall have received from the ſaid Log 


High Admiral, or commiſſioners for executing the office of Lon 
High Admiral for the time being.” OS 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


June 1, 1742. 


The Bill for the Security and Protection of Trade and Navigation being thi 
Day read a ſecond Time in the Houſe of Lords, the Earl of Win- 


chelſea, who had lately accepted the Chair at the Admiralty Board, riſe 
and ſpoke as fellows : © | 


My Lords, I know not by what accident the numerous defect 
and general impropriety of this bill have eſcaped the attention of the 
other Houfe ; nor is there any neceſſity for examining the motives 
upon which it paſſed, or of enquiring whether its reception was faci- 
litated by the popularity of the title, the influence and authority of 
thoſe by whom it was propoſed, or the imaginary defects of our pre- 
ſent regulations, which have been on ſome occaſions repreſented to 
be ſuch as it is ſcarcely poſſible to change but for the better. 

The knowledge and experience of thoſe who concurred in ſending 
this bill for your Lordſhips approbation, cannot but produce ſome 
degree of prepoſſeſſion in its favour ; for how can it be imagine6 


my Lords, that men of great abilities and continual opportunities of 


obſervation, 
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ie ſaid ca ſervation, ſhould not by well verſed in queſtions relating chiefly 

TO and weir private intereſt, and diſcover the neareſt way to their own 
ceſs! 

books o And yet, my Lords, it will be found that their fugacity has per- 

TN and aps never ſo apparently forſaken them as on this occaſion, that no 

direQion 


copoſition was ever laid before this Houſe, in which more contracted 
tives were diſcovered, and mat the bill is ſuch as might rather. 
ne been expected from petty traders, unacquainted with the ſitua- 
on of kingdoms, the intereſts of princes, the arts of policy, the 
zus of their own country, and the conduct of former wars, than 
by merchants of extenſive traffic, general E and great 
hutainments. | 

Before I proceed, my wendy: to confirm gh character of the bill 
y a diſtin&t conſideration of the particular paragraphs, and an enu- 
neration of the ſeveral improprieties and defects which may be found 
in it, I think it not ſuperfluous or unſeaſonable to remark one gene- 
nl error common to this with all other laws of the ſame kind, the 
error of preſcribing rules to military operations, of attempting to 
fix what is in its own nature variable, as it muſt depend upon external 


J ſhips, 8 
Y of thei 
' Tequired 
Not con. 
aid Lod 
of Lord 


extending its authority, 

To direct, upon remote conjeRtures and uncertain mee the 
conduct of a commander, is, in my opinion, my Lords, not more 
rational than to trace upon a chart the courſe of a ſhip, and pronounce 
it criminal to deviate from it. The one ſuppoſes a foreknowledge of 
the motions of the wind, and the other of the councils of our ene- 


eing this 
f Win- 
rd, rife 


defeck overthrow and diſgrace. I believe, my Lords, that in running over 
of the hiſtories. of the world, and examining the originals of the 
NOW mightieſt empires, and the ſudden revolutions which have been pro- 
1 fack duced by the overpowering torrents of war, which at different pe- 
rity of BN ods of time have ſwept the powers of the earth before them, it will 
iP: Bi be found that all rapid conqueſts, and ſudden extenſions of empire, 
ted ta have been effected by ſovereign princes at the head of armies which 
8 atted only by immediate command, that few memorable actions have 
ending been performed by delegated commanders, and that of thoſe few 
A for whoſe names have deſcended to poſterity, thoſe have generally been 
un moſt ſucceſsful who were inveſted with the largeſt powers, who 
— acted without controul, and were at liberty to ſnatch every oppor- 
3 lie 


tunity, 


cauſes to which the Britiſh legiſlature has yet found no means of 


mies; nor can any thing be expected from ſuch regulations, but 
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tunity, and improve every favourable conjuncture, without any ne. 
ceſſity of communicating their ſchemes, of waiting for the reſyl;; 
tedious deliberations, or of ſoliciting a relaxation of former order. 
But, my Lords, though perhaps all poſitive preſcriptions of the 
conduct of military undertakings have a tendency rather to obſtryg 
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| 
1%} | than promote ſucceſs, yet as they may be drawn up with differ nded b) 
| N | degrees of wiſdom and ſagacity, they may have a greater or leſs . In the 
Wn: pearance of uſefulneſs and reaſon. Such as have been well en Nües v, 
© | certed may afford ufeful hints, though they ought not to be ena t in 4 a 
5 with indiſpenſable obligations. And to conſider even thoſe in which number 
| leſs proofs of ſkill and foreſight can be diſcovered, may have at leak hanne!, | 
1 this advantage, that the propoſals may not be ſpeedily repeated, nu Fiat 50 
5 our counſels embarraſſed with abſurd expedients. I ſhall there ich *. 
i lay before your Lordſhips my opinion of every paragraph, and ſhey WM ps ſhal 
He what are the objections which may be raiſed both to the whole bill in M eniralt: 
19 general, and to its particular clauſes. Of the 
9 To the bill in general, it muſt be objected, that it is filled nd Me tim 
vague expreſſions, and ideas ſo indeterminate, that no man can tel kclared 
when he has obeyed it. Here are many rules ordered to be obſerved, Mil oy 
miſſion o 


when there Hall be no juſt and ſufficient reaſon for neglecting them, 
and ſome operations to be performed as often as there ſhall be occa- 
lion, and ſhips are to cruiſe in a certain latitude, unleſs there i « 
neceſſity of employing them elſewhere. 
Did not the title of this bill, my, Lords, give it ſome claim toa 
ſerious conſideration ; and did not the integrity and capacity of thot 
by whom it was drawn up, exempt them from cantempt and rid: 
cule, I ſhould be inclined to treat a law like this with ſome degree df 
levity; for who, my Lords, can be ſerious when his conſent is de- 
fired to a bill, by which it is enacted, that men ſhall act on certain 
occaſions, as they ſhall think moſt expedient ? 
Nor is this, my Lords, the only inſtance of precipitancy and want 

of conſideration, for many of the injunctions are without any penal 
ſanction ; ſo that though we ſhould paſs this bill with the greateſt 
unanimity, we ſhould only declare our opinion, or offer out 
advice, but ſhould make no law, or what, with regard to the put- 
poles of government, is the ſame, a law * may be broken 
without danger. 
But general abe, 2 my Lords, will naturally produce genera 


evaſions; and a debate may be prolonged without producing a" 
clear 
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1712. 
ar view of the ſubject, or any ſatisfactory deciſion of a fingle queſ- 
on: I ſhall therefore endeavour to range my objections in order, 
4 by examining. ſingly every paragraph of the bill, ſhew. the weak 
es of ſome expedients, the ſuperfluity of others, and the. general 
"fitneſs of the whole to progues the protection and ſecurity in- 
nded by it. 

In the firſt clauſe alone may be found 6 of all the impro- 
rieties which I have mentioned to your Lordſhips. It is propoſed 
it in a time of war between this empire and any other ſtate, ſuch 
number of ſhips ſhall be employed as cruizers or convoys in the 
jannel, as the admiralty ſhall judge moſt proper for that purpoſe, 
What is this, my Lords, but to continue to the Admiralty the power 
zich has been always executed? What is it but to enact that the 
ſhips ſhall be ſtationed in time of war as the Commiſſioners of the 
imiralty ſhall determine and direct! 

Of theſe ſhips, it is further enacted, that they ſhall by careened 
three times a year, or oftener if there {hall be occaſion; but it is not 
eclared who ſhall judge of the neceſſity of careening, or who ſhall 
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led with 


1 can tell 
obſerves e puniſhed for the neglect of it when it is requiſite, or for the Per- 
g * miſſion OT command of it when it is ſuperfluous. 


There is yet another regulation, my Lords, in this clue which 
ought not to be paſſed without remark. It is provided, that the 
ſailors employed in the cruizers and convoys in the channel, ſhall 


e vera 
here is 4 


im to: Noot be turned over but to other cruizers and convoys ; by which I 
of thek luppoſe it was intended, that our outguards ſhould be prevented from 
1d rid. being weakened, and that our merchants ſhould never be deſtitute of 
egree of protection ; an end truly laudable, and which deſerves to be pro- 


moted by ſome eftabliſhment better concerted. The expedient now 
propoſed, ſeems to have been contrived upon the ſuppoſition that the 
Admiralty may not always be very ſolicitous for the ſafety of the 
d want ! nerchants, and that therefore it is neceſſary to ſecure them by a law 
y penal rom the danger of being deprived of protection; for upon the prev 
1 ſent eſtabliſhment, the removal of men from one ſhip to another 
5 our mut be made by the permiſſion of the Admiralty; and when the right 
e pur- of ſuch permiſſion ſhall by this law be taken away, what new ſecu- 
broken WY ty will the merchants obtain? The Admiralty will ſtill have the 
| power, though not of turning over the men, yet of recalling the 
reneral ps, and commerce ſuffer equally in either caſe. . 
g a ? | | {69 oh By 


Clear 


it is de. 
certain 


5 
_— 
4 


— 1 — 
=== — _ 


— 
—— nil 1 


— 


— 
— 


= ms ma _ _ =D 
. ————  E=.; 
E — — * 2 
=D 1 
— 


— 
= 
— = | 
= "A A — DS Rx = 


— — 
= 


— 
— 


— 
F= 


— —8 — > 
CE CES 


= 


— — — . = 


DE ec . 
= 


q 
ft 


— — 
Ex —— 


i SS 


8 — ES 
— — I. 


= K * =D * * 
c ak 
- — — - 


— — — 


2 


— 2 — - = l 
5 — J — .. = = 8 = - EE == \ — —— 
4 2 * — + Wenn” I ot is 10 — * [EIS — . — a> —— ES. 
= — : = — — D — —— 2 
P — pps EE = ——— re 
4 Rr ---< _ — p 
I — 


= = 
— . I — = 
3 


— — 
3 


— 
= 


— 


— — 
7 


— 
WE IE 


IS Exe = > 
— — 5 


8 i 
— —— —— 2 —— - 
-- * — 75 — n — 
— — ES DSS FS; — 2 —— 
— * . 


— — — 


1 — = 2 - _ = 
„ :::!!! — 
© — : 


— Su — fe. 


— — 


166 
"ſie 


1% 
f 
515 8 


neceſſaries for money, without the aſſiſtance of a commiſſioner? 
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poſed in it, which is not already in the power of the Senate. Eithet 
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By the ſecond clauſe, my Lords, there is ſtill a power reſerved 
the Admiralty, of diſmiſſing theſe guardians of commerce from they 
ſtations, and employing them in caſe of great ncceſſuy in the line d 
battle, on this ſide Cape Finiſterre. Not to cavil, my Lords, at t 
term of great neceſſity, of which it is apparent that the Commiſſions 
of the Admiralty are to judge, I would deſire to be informed why 
meaſures are to be taken, if a royal navy ſhould unluckily roye be. 
yond this Cape, which is marked out as the utmoſt bound of t 
power of the Admiralty, and ſhould there be reduced to the nech. 
ſity of engaging deſperately with a ſuperior force, or retiring ig. 
miniouſly before it. Are not our ſhips to paſs a ſingle league beyond 
their limits, in the honour or preſervation of their country? Ar 
they to lie unactive within the ſound of the battle, and wait for their 
enemies on this ſide the Cape ? 

The third clauſe, my Lords, is, if not abſurd like the former, yet 
ſo imperfectly drawn up, that it can produce no advantage; for of 
what uſe will it be to ſtation an officer where his Majeſiy ſhall think 
fit? At all the royal docks there are officers already ſtationed, and 
in any other place what can an officer deputed by his Majeſty do mor 
than hire workmen, who will as chearfully and as diligently ſerve any 
other perſon ? And why may not the captain of the veſſel procur 


In the fourth clauſe, my Lords, nothing is propoſed but what is 
every day practiſed, nor any authority conferred upon the Court of 
Admiralty, than that which it always poſſeſſed, puniſhing thoſe who 
diſobey their orders. The proviſion againſt the crime of wilfuly 
ſpringing a maſt, is at leaſt uſeleſs ; for when did any man admit tht 
he ſprung his maſt by deſign? Or why ſhould it be imagined that 
ſuch an act of wickedneſs, ſuch flagrant breach of truſt, and apparent 
deſertion of duty, would in the preſent ſtate of the navy eſcape the 
ſevereſt puniſhment? Would not all the officers and mariners on 
board the ſhip ſee that ſuch a thing was wilfully done? Would no 
they cry out You are ſpringing the maſt,” and prevent it, o 
diſcover the crime, and demand puniſhment ? 

The fifth clauſe, my Lords, is without any penal ſanction, and 
therefore cannot be compulſive ; nor is any thing of importance pto- 


Houſe may now demand an account of the ſtations and emploj- 


ments of the ſhips of war; nor does the Senate now omit to en- 
| mine 
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nine the conduct of our naval affairs, but becauſe our attention is 
rected by more important canin which will not by his 
be contracted or facilitated. 


Dunk: 
reſerved i 
from they 
the line of 


rds, at oi. The uſe of the proviſion in the aan avs my Lords, Wr not 
miſſop ile to conceive; for to what purpoſe, my Lords, ſhould the ſhips 
med vnn pointed for any particular ſervice be nominated at any ſtated time? 
roye bo hat conſequence can ſuch: declarations of our deſigns produce, but 
nd of tit of informing our enemies what force they ought to provide 
the nec. geinſt us? In war, my Lords, that commander has generally been 
ing ig. teemed moſt prudent, who keeps his deſigns moſt ſecret, and 
ue beyond zults the enemy in an OY let, with ſuperior and un- 
try? A pected firength.. | 


[a the ſeventh clauſe, many 8 are ane to the « com- 
nanders of thoſe ſhips which are appointed to convoy the trading 
clels. Theſe regulations, my Lords, are not all equally unreaſonable, 


for their 


* ut ome of them are ſuch as it may on many occaſions be impoſſible 
hall er the commanders of his Majeſty's ſhips to obſerve in ſuch a man- 
ned, and er as that the maſters of merchant ſhips may not imagine themſelves 
do more i eglected or forſaken. The captain of the convoy may be therefore 
ſerve any urraſſed by them with proſecutions, in which it may be difficult to 


nale his innocence. appear. The convoy may be ſometimes ac- 


procure 
er? uſed of deſerting the traders, when the traders in reality have for- 
what is ken the convoy, in confidence that they ſhould either arrive ſafe at 
Zourt of Wie port without protection, or be able, if they ſhould happen to fall 


ito the enemies hands, to * dein misfortune upon the e 
gence of their protector. 

The eighth clauſe, my Lords, is * far Gi being duch as minke 
be expected from merchants, that it ſeems rather to have been drawn 
by men who never ſaw the ſea, nor heard of the violence of a 
form. For who that had the ſlighteſt idea of the uncertainty and hazard 
e a ſailor's condition, who that had been ever told of a ſhipwreck, 
r but looked on the pictures of naval diſtreſs, would propoſe that 
o ſbip ſhould retire to a harbour, or quit the ſtation to which it was 
llned, on any pretence whatſoever without, permiſſion; which ſoine- 
tines could not be obtained in many months, and which never could 
be received ſoon enough to allow of a remedy for ſudden diſaſters, or 
feling calamities. It might with equal reaſon be enacted, that no 
mploy· aan thould extinguiſh a fire without an act of the ge repel a 
o ext Nef from his window, without a commiſſion: of array. . 
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K is happy, nf Eords, at this clauſe is not enforced by a jed 
A and therefore can never have the obligatory ſanction r 
law; but ſince it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that the authors « x 
intended that the obſervation ſhould be by ſome means or other 
joined, let us examine how much ſecurity it would add to our m 
gation, and how much ſtrength to our naval power, if the breach 
it had been made capital, which is in itſelf by no means unreaſy 
able; for what puniſhment leſs than death can ſecure the'bbſervatign 
of a law, which, without the hazard of life, cannot be obeyed? 
Let us therefore, my Lords, ſuppoſe a crew of gallant failors fr 
prized in their cruize by ſuch a hurricane as is frequent in the Aue 
rican ſeas, which the higheſt perfection of ſkill, and the utmoſt exe 
tion of induſtry has ſcarcely enabled them to eſcape ; let us conſe 
them now with their maſts broken, their ſhip ſhattered, and thei 
artillery thrown into the ſea, unable any longer either to oppoſe 
enemy, or to reſiſt the waves, and yet forbidden to approach the lan 
and cut off from all poſſibility of relief, till they have repreſen 
their diſtreſs to ſome diſtant power, and received a gracious dem 
hon to ſave their lives. +; £0 
© Miſery like this, my Lords, admits no excgyerition, nor need | 
| Uwell long on the abſurdity of eſtabliſhing regulations which cannt 
| be obſerved, and which if they were enforced by any ſanctions, pr 
portioned, as all penal ſanctions ought to be, to the temptations 
violating them, muſt drive all our ſailors into foreign ſervice, or ur 
them, upon the firſt diſtreſs, to defiance of law, and fill America 
with pirates, and with rebels. | 
Buy the ninth clauſe, my Lords, nothing i is e but a relan. 
tion of the preſent diſcipline, It requires, that the commanders0 
ſhips of war ſhall ſend only once in ſix months thoſe accounts 
their conduct and their ſervice, which they are at preſent obliged i 
tranſmit by every ſhip that returns from America; ſo that by paſing 
this bill, we ſhall only be diſabled from receiving regular and ſe- 
ſonable informations of the tranſactions of our diſtant ſquadrons and 
colonies, ſhall be diſturbed with groundlefs TONY and cam 
with unneceſſary ſuſpence. 
I have arrived at length at the laſt clauſe, a a my Lords 
n to be the concluding paragraph of a bill like this; a clau 
in which the power of the Admiralty is communicated to the gow 


nors of our colonies ; men, my Lords, not hitherto much celebrate 
; fr 
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x their ſuperior wiſdom, moderation, or integrity; of whom” at 
it is no reproach to aſſert, that they are known to be for the 
oft part wholly unacquainted with maritime affairs, and very little 
med for military knowledge; and of whom it is above all to be 
onſidered, that they generally commence merchants at their arrival 
America, and may more probably direct ſhips ſent to- guard the 
alonies, to ſtations in which they may preſerve their own veſſels, 
2 to thoſe where they may contribute moſt- to the general Jonny | 


Thus, my Lords, [ have examined without 3 every para- 
ch of this bill, and believe that from the objections which I have 
ade, it appears now plainly,to your Lordſhips, that all the regula- 
ons which are of any uſe, are ſuch as are already eſtabliſhed by long 
uſtom, or by former ſtatutes ; and ſuch therefore as it is unneceſ- | 
ij to mention in a new law; and that whatever is here to be found 
y is abſurd, unintelligible or pernicious. 

This bill, my Lords, is ſaid to be founded on the at made for the 
ur A in the wars of the Queen Anne; but I cannot for- 
to obſerve, that the. original law, though not one of thoſe to 
hich much of the ſucceſs of that war is to be aſcribed, was drawn 

p with more diſcernment. than the bill before us. 
itelligible ; the number of cruizers was limited, and it was there- 
re poſſible to know when it was obeyed; but of this bill I can con- 
y aſſert, that as no man can underſtand, ſo no man can 


It was at leaſt 


[ have ſpoken more largely, my Lords, on 18 occaſion, becauſe 
dis bill relates particularly to my preſent employment, in which as 
delire to do my duty, I deſire to know it; and ſurely I cannot be 
ondemned by your Lordſhips for oppoſing a bill, of which the only 
ndency is to make my province difficult, to render one part of my 
fice inconſiſtent with another, and engage me in the taſk of ſuper- 
tending the execution of impracticable meaſures. 
What influence my arguments will have upon your Lordſhips, I 
anot foreſee. As every man flatters himſelf that his own opinions 
right, I hope to find this Houſe concurring in my ſentiments; 

ut whatever may be the determination of your Lordfſhi ſo 
ly convinced of the pernicieus tendency of this bill, and the em- 
araſſments which muſt be produced by an attempt to execute it, 
dat if it be not rejęcted by this Houſe, I ſhall willingly reſign wy 
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office to others of more courage, or of greater abilities; for I 0 
have no hopes of performing my duty under theſe reſtrictions, e 
to my own honour, or to the advantage of my country. 
The Duke of BED rox p ſpoke next to the following effect: 
Lords, Though the noble Lord has produced very ſpecious ne 6 
againſt every paragraph of the bill before us, and though many | 
his obſervations are juſt, and ſome of his objections not eaſily wh 
anſwered, yet I cannot admit that it will produce thoſe fatal co 
quences which he ſeems to foreſee, nor am yet convinced that it yi 
be either pernicious or uſeleſs, 
It has always, my Lords, been the pes « of this Hou 
attend to every propoſal for the public advantage, to conſider 
without any regard to the character of thoſe by whom it is offetel 
and to approve or reject it upon no ay motives than thoſe, 
juſtice and reaſon. 
The ſame equity and prudence has ab influenced your La 
ſhips to diſtinguiſh between the ſeveral parts of the fame bill; 
reject thoſe expedients, of which, however plauſible, either experi 
or reaſon may difcover the impropriety, and to retain thoſe fro 
which any real benefit can reaſonably be expected. We fhould ne 
throw away gold becauſe it is mingled with droſs, or refuſe to pt 
mote the happineſs of the nation, becauſe the expedients which 
offered for that end happened to boy nnn with ſome others of 
diſputable nature. 
By the proſecution of this method, a method, my Lordi, 1 too 
tional and juſt to be neglected or forgotten, I doubt not but th 
bill, which, as I ſhall readily admit, is not yet perfect, may be in 
proved into a law, from which the nation will receive great adval 
tages, by which our trade will be extended, and our riches increaſed 
Many of the clauſes, my Lords, may in my opinion admit of 
eaſy vindication, others may be amended by very flight alterations 
and very few are either wholly uſeleſs, or manifeſtly improper. 
The chief defect of the firſt clauſe is ſuch, that the noble Lord has 

by declaring his diſapprobation of it, given a very uncommon pid 
'of his integrity, diſintereſtedneſs and moderation; for it is impert 
Unity by 'placing too much confidence in the Admiralty, which is k 
in full power to determine the e or cruizers in or near d 
Chinn! and 1 bs 
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for 1 off The noble Lord has remarked, that the act of Queen Anne, on 
ca the preſent bill is founded, exacted a determinate number of 
js to be employed in this particular ſervice, and that it was there- 
e nore prudently drawn up than the preſent bill. But I cannot 
s argument the wiſdom of diminiſhing the authority of the Lord High Ad- 
iral; for had that act been extended in the ſame manner to other 
vices, it would have left him only the name and ſhadow of an 
ice, without power and without uſe. L | 
This clauſe, my Lords, rightly underſtood, is only a i 
confidence in his Majeſty's officers, an evident confeſſion of their 


bilities to diſcern the intereſt of the public, and of their zeal for the 
conſider oſecution of it. 
With as little zeaſon, my Lords, can it be objected, FOR the ſhips. 


re required to be careened three times a year. The neceſſity of 
ning frequently thoſe ſhips, of which the chief uſe ariſes from 
heir celerity, every ſailor can declare to your Lerdſhips ; nor will 
© bill; y man whom his employments or his amuſements have made ac- 
experienehuainted with navigation, alledge that any thing is propoſed in the 
thoſe foil which it would not be detrimental to the public ſervice to neglect. 


our La 


ould e It has been objected by the noble Lord, that they are directed to 
uſe to pe carcened tener, if there be occaſion ; terms by which a diſcretionary 
hich wer is implied, of which yet it does not appear in whoſe hands it 


thers of Ws lodged. Let us confider, my Lords, what inconvenience can ariſe 
om the clauſe as it now ſtands, and what n or negligence 


8, too an be encouraged by it. 


but ti The diſcretionary right of bringing the ſhip into the ports to. be 
ay be in{ſſcarcened oftener than thrice a year, muſt be without controverſy. 
at advangW'aced in the captain; for none but thoſe that are in the ſhip can 


ncreaſed, Wicover the neceſſity of careening it, or know the inconveniencies 
mit of at are produced by the adheſion of extraneous ſubſtances to its ſides 
[terations Ind bottom. 


[ own, my Lords, it may be objected, that every captain will by 
lis clauſe be furniſhed with an excuſe for deſerting his ſtation at 
pleaſure ; that under pretence of uncommon ardour to purſue the 
enemy, he may waſte his time in endleſs preparations for expedition; ; 
that he may loiter in the port to careen his ſhip ; that before it is foul, 
is may bring it hack again, and employ the crew in the ſame opera- 
ton; and that our merchants may be taken at the mouth of the 
Jabours 3 in which our ſhips of war lie to be careened. 

O 3 l But, 


er. 
Lord his 
non prot 
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ich is k 
near d 


But, my Lords, it is to be remembered, that in the third cal um wil 
a commiſſioner is appointed, by whom accounts are regularly to wploym: 
tranſmitted to the Admiralty, of the arrival and departure of eye, The fo 


ſhip, and by whom the conduct of every captain is to be inſpedei ally {| 
and that he may eaſily detect ſuch truant commanders, as ſhall care | 
their ſhips only for the ſake of deſerting their ſtations. o jour L 
Nor can the merchants ſuffer by any negligence or corruption 9 evide 
the captains, becauſe it is intended that the place of every ſhip n The ii 
turning into port ſhall be ſupplied by another; and that the ſane 
number ſhall be always in the fame ſtation, unleſs more import orthy o 
ſervice makes them more neceſſary in another place. therefore 
This proviſo, my Lords, a proviſo undoubtedly feats zho ſhal 
eſtabliſhed in the ſecond clauſe, but has not had the good fortune ich negl 
eſcape the cenſure of the noble Lord, who has enquired, What muiconſidere 
be the conduct of the commanders of cruizing veſſels, if a ſea-hgiiſs been 
ſhould happen beyond the Cape, which are in n this clauſe fu vith the 
bidden to paſs? - It is ol 
© That the clauſe may admit of expreſſions not Joins more proper at eithe 
but more agrecable to the intention of thoſe by whom it was dam be capta 
up, I cannot deny; for I ſuppoſe it very far from their deſign to ii ide by 
the operations of our navy to any part of the ocean, and am conf. be conſid 
dent that they meant only that the cruizers ſhould not be diſpatcheſ¶ v make, 
to ſuch a diſtance from their ſtations, as that our coaſts ſhould H be excite 
left long unguarded, or the enemy have time to collect his forceh het will 
and pour his navies or his privateers upon our defenceleſs traders, the debat 
If by the commiſſioners mentioned in the third clauſe be intendeliſ unnecell; 
a new ſwarm of officers, the propoſition is ſuch as I confeſs mf out the f 
very far from approving ; for it will be to little purpoſe that we pro- As to 
tect the trade, if we invent new commiſſioners to devour its profits; of conv 
nor can we hope for any other conſequence from additional wealth, to ſuch. 
if it be procured by increaſing the influence of the crown, but that] Yantages 
we ſhould become a more tempting prey to the harpies of a court. es, 
But, my Lords, to accompliſh all that is intended by this clauſe WA know. w. 
there is not any need of new officers ; for there are not many pott what th 
in which ſhips of war can be commodiouſly careened, and perhaps much tr 
there is not one which can be uſed for this purpoſe, in which there 1s The 1 
not already ſome officer of the crown, whoſe employment allows hin likely tc 


leute ent for the execution n of a new charge, and whoſe preſent we 
ſalary thing 
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re of ever The fourth clauſe, in which i is e _ no e wal 
inſpedei ally ſpring his maſt, or deſert his ſation, is ſuch as I ſhould be 
(hall caring, with the noble Lord, to think unneceſſary ;- but muſt appeal 


o your Lordſhips, whether the late conduct of the convoys has not 
oo evidently ſhewn the defect of our preſent eſtabliſhment... 


exligence of the commanders of the ſhips of war, are ſuch as it is 
orthy of the legiſlature to obviate with the utmoſt caution z and 
herefore it is by no means improper to enact a puniſhment for thoſe 
vho ſhall upon any falſe pretences leave their ſtation ; for though 


What müll ronſidered as diſreputable and irregular, yet it does not appear that it 
: ſea. fon been cenſured with the deteſtation which it deſerves, or puniſhed 
-lauſe forvith the ſeverity neceſſary to its prevention. 


It is obſerved, my Lords, with relation to the following, a 
that either Houſe may at preſent require accounts of the conduct of 
the captains of the navy, and that therefore it is unneceſſary to pro- 
jide by any new law, that they ſhall, be laid before them; but if it 
be conſidered, my Lords, how many enquiries which we have a right 
to make, are year after year conſtantly omitted, and how many may 
be excited by curioſity to read accounts which lie before them, who 
jet will not move the Houſe to demand the accounts, or engage in 


re proper, 
vas drawn 
n to limit 
am conf. 
diſpatchel 
ſhould be 
is forces 


ders. the debate which ſuch a motion may produce, it will not be thought 
intendelſii unneceſſary to provide, that they ſhall be ſubject to examination with- 
eſs myſelſh out the formality of a regular vote, | in 109 


t we pro- As to the ſixth clauſe, my Lords, which regards the nomination 
s profits; of convoys at a certain time, I can diſcover no reaſonable. objection 
welche to ſuch a proviſion, or none that can preponderate againſt: the ad- 
but that antages which may ariſe from it. By the certain eſtabliſhment of 
court. Wi Cconvoys, the value of inſurance may be nearly fixed; merchants will 
is claus Wi know what confidence is to be repoſed in the force of the ſhips, and, 
ny port i vat they have perhaps had of late equal reaſon to examine, how 
 perhap Jl much truſt can be placed in the fidelity of the commanders, 
there z The nomination of convoys, my Lords, is in my opinion more 
»ws bim likely to aftright our enemies, and to deter their attempts, than to 
| preſent] encourage them by the information which it will afford them; for 
ſalar Wing but our own negligence can conceal from us the naval 


04 . ſtrength 


\ 
x 


The injuries, my Lords, which the: public may ſuffer by the 


ch neglect of duty is, in the preſent ſtate of our naval eſtabliſhment, 
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ſtrength of any power on earth; and we may always, while ve 
careful to preſerve our maritime ſuperiority, protect our merchany 
ſo powerfully, that none of our- enemies ſhall be incited to attze 


for their defence, 

I come now, my Lords, to > the n clauſe; and ſurely to _ 
tain the duties of the captains to whoſe protection our trading veſch 
are entruſted, cannot appear ſuperfluous to any of your Lordſhin 
who have read the liſts of our loſſes, heard the complaints of our 
merchants, or made any enquiry into the conduct of our fea Captaing 
There is, I fear, too much reaſon to believe, that ſome of them have, 
with premeditated deſign, deſerted the traders in places where they 
have known them moſt expoled to the incurſions of the enemy; and 
it is to the laſt degree evident, that others have manifeſted ſuch con: 
tempt of the merchants, and ſuch a diſregard of their intereſt, 3 
may moſt juſtly expoſe them to the ſuſpicion of very criminal nepli. 
gence, of negligence which no community can be too watchſi 
againſt, or too ſeverely puniſh, * 

- It has been affirmed- by the noble Lord, that it is not n to 
ſubject the commanders of convoys to penalties for the loſs of the 
trading veſſels, which may perhaps either raſhly or negligently qui 
their protection. That it is not reaſonable to ſubject them to penal- 
ties, is undoubtedly true; but, my Lords, it is far from being equally 
certain, that it is not juſt to expoſe them to a trial, in a caſe in which 
it muſt be almoſt impoſſible to determine falſely ; in a caſe where 
the crews of perhaps twenty ſhips may be called as witneſſes of their 
conduct, and where none but thoſe whoſe ſhip is loſt can be under 


the leaſt temptation to offer a falſe teſtimony againſt them. 


On this occaſion, my Lords, it may not be improper to obviate 
the objeRion produced by the ſeeming omiſſion of penal ſanction, 
which is only another proof of implicit confidence in the officers of 
the Admiralty, who have already the power, allowed to military 
courts, of praceeding againſt thoſe who ſhall deviate from their ot- 
ders. This power, which is in a great degree diſcretionary, it wa 
thought improper to limit, by aſcertaining the puniſhment of crimes, 
which ſo many circumitances may aggravate or diminiſh ; and there- 
fore, in my opinion, this clauſe is fax from being ſo defeQtive as the 

noble eff repreſented it. : 
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The three laſt clauſes, by which the ſhips in America are prohibited 
leave their ſtation, by which it is required that accounts ſhould be 
in fix months tranſmitted to the Admira'ty, and by which the 
ains are ſubjected to the command of the governors of our colo- 
wes, are in my opinion juſtly to be cenſured. The firſt is impoſſible 
obe obſerved, the ſecond is unneceſlary, and the —i_ wel n;? 
yoduce more inconveniencies than benefits. 
Thus, my Lords, I have endeavoured to ſhew, that this bill though 
got perfect, is yet ſuch as with ſome emendations may produce great 
WWwantages to the traders of this empire. For though it is undoubt- 
dy a juſt obſervation, that the ſucceſs of military attempts cannot 
| promoted by rigid reſtrictions and minute regulations, yet it is 
qually certain, that no nation has yet been ſo fortunate as to be ſerved 
by men of integrity ſuperior to laws, or of wiſdom ſuperior to in- 
ſuions ; and every government has found it neceſſary to direct the 
conduct of its officers by general rules, though they have been al- 
owed to comply with particular eee ese, and to _ wer to 
ſudden accidents, ' | | 
1think it therefore, my Londe, neceſſary to proputi that this bil 
fall be more particularly examined in a committee, that after hav- 
ing received the neceſſary explanations and hs as it wy be 
referred again to the other Houſe. | | 
Lord DELAWARR roſe next, and ſpoke to the purpoſe fllowing-* 
-My Lords, The noble Duke has, by his arguments in favour of 
this bill, given a very eminent proof of great abilities; he has thewn 
very clauſe in that light which may leaſt expoſe to view its impro- 
prieties and defects; but has at length only ſhewn, that it is not im- 
poſhble to make a uſeful law, for the purpoſes mentioned in the title 
of this bill ; not that any of the expedients now propoſed will afford 
the deſired PT to the public, or obviate any of the inconve- 
niencies of which the nn haye per ſo long and ſo importunately 
complaining. 
This bill, my Lords, is indeed founded upon a law made in 4 
* celebrated for the wiſdom of our conduct and the ſucceſs of our 
but it will not, I ſuppoſe, be aſſerted, that nothing was even 
in ot period ill conducted; nor will it be an argument, ſufficient 
for the juſtification of 'an expedient, that it yas | pong in _— 
Weorious * of Queen Anne, | 
x 
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1 If we enquire into the conſequences of that law, we ſhall find, ar 
jo pdlecobeine to revive it on this or any future occaſion. For it ha u be allo 
j j no other effect than that of expoſing us to our enemies by diviäng Every o 
i our forces; a diſadvantage. of which, we ſoon found the effects, by Wee are 1 
9 loſs of two large ſhips of ſeventy guns, and of a multitude of tradin * if th 
5 ö veſſels, which, by that diminution of our naval armament, neceſiM in; danger 
4 | fell into the hands of privateers and ſmall cruizers, that © ravaged a who, t 
1 | pcean without fear or moleſtation. conduct 
bl If we examine the preſent eſtabliſhment 4000 our r navy, my * ently ar. 
Hl it will be diſcovered, that nothing is propoſed in this bill which is ng ew acid 
11 more efficaciouſly performed by the methods now in uſe, and mot By men 
judiciouſly eſtabliſhed by Jaws, of which long experience bas ſheuneertzinly, 

the uſefulneſs. . This, my Lords, will eaſily appear from the perufii tems to | 

of the orders which every commander of a convoy regularly receiy ned by t 

and of the printed rules, e "IU his wry in council, for tieMſreeard to 

royal navy. P. 

In theſe, my 3 —_ more is eee than- can pro vlc. 

boot be inferred in a law not occaſionally variable; nor do I thinkMerer be at 

any thing omitted which an experienced and candid enquirer ili ot any li 

think uſeful to the increaſe of our-naval ſtren n or ee to ke vim grea 

protection of our commerce. ſide Cape 

In conſidering this bill, I ſhall not t trouble your :Larddhigs with ai poſe there 

minute conſideration of every ſingle paragraph, though every para-Wiſthat indiv! 

graph might furniſh opportunity for animadyerſions ; but ſhall con- de Nort! 

tent myſelf with endeavouring to evince the reaſonableneſs of ſone Lalt Indie 

of the objections made by the noble Lord who ſpoke firſt, and en- In all 

forcing his opinion with ſuch arguments as have occurred to ne however | 

though indeed it requires no uncommon ſagacity to diſcover, a by the me 

ſuperior ſkill in ratiocination to prove, that where this bill will pro- times mir 

duce any alteration in our preſent ſcheme, it will __— chang glory of 

it for the worſe. | perſons h. 
For ſurely, my Lords, it will not be neceſſary to ſhew, by au recomper 
elaborate and refined reaſoning, the abſurdity of confining cruizers i fred by | 
to particular ſtations, with an abſolute prohibition to depart from ſelves ma 
them, whatever may be the certainty of deſtruction, or proſpect ai conclude 
advantage. mon chat 
If the intention of cruizing ſhips is to, annoy, the enemies of tie The | 


nation, ought ey to be deprived 4 the liberty of purſuing them edged to 
Into the 
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they are deſigned for the protection of our merchants, muſt they 


Dun: 
all find u, 


For it ha t be allowed to attend them till they are out of danger? 

V dividing Every one, my Lords, has had opportunities of obſerving; that 
Qs, by th there are men who are wholly engroſſed by the preſent moment, and 
of tradin who, if they can procure immoderate profit, or eſcape any impend- 
neceſlarigh nz danger, are without the leaſt ſolicitude with regard to futurity, 
Yaged d who, therefore, live only by the hour, without any general ſcheme 


conduct, or ſolid foundation of laſting happineſs, and who conſe- 
ently are for ever obliged to vary their meaſures, and date _ 
y accident by ſome new contrivance. 
By men of this diſpoſition, my'Lords, a. temper dion which . are 
as ſheng ainly very little qualified for legiſlators, the bill now before us 
ie per ems to have been drawn up, for their attention 1s evidently ſo en- 
'Teceiyey gd by the preſent occurrences, that there is no place left- for any 
, for the ezard to diſtant contingencies. The concluſion of this war is to 
| them the period of human exiſtence, the end of all diſcord and all 
an pro. cy. They conſider Spain as the only enemy with whom we can 
1 thinkWMerer be at variance, and have therefore drawn up a law, a law with- 
rer vil oa any limitation of time, to enable us to oppoſe her. They have 
ry to the with great induſtry and long ſearches diſcovered, that cruizers on this 
* ſide Cape Finiſterre, may be of uſe againſt the Spaniards, and pro- 
with A poſe therefore, that in all times of war they are to be diſpatched to 
ry para-W tat individual ſtation, though we ſhould be engaged in diſputes with 
all con. de Northern Crowns, or fit out fleets to make couqueſts in the 
of {one Laſt Indies. 
and en In all our wars, my Lords, however Judiciouſly concerted as 
| to ne however happily concluded, the pleaſures of ſucceſs have been abated 
ver, a by the mortification of loſſes, and ſome complaints have been at all 
ill pro- times mingled with the ſhouts of triumph. How much ſoever the 
change Wi gory of the nation has been elevated, the fortunes of particular 
| perſons have been impaired, and thoſe have never thought themſelves 
rcompenſed by the general advantages of the public, who have ſuf- 
frred by the acquiſition of them; they have always imagined them- 
elves marked out for ruin by. malevolence and reſentment, and have 
concluded that thoſe diſaſters which fell upon them only by the com- 
non chance of war, were brought on them by negligence or deſign. 
The loſſes of our merchants in the preſent war muſt, be acknow- 
kdged to have been more than common, but if we examine accurately 
ino the cauſes that may be aſſigned for ſo great a number of captures, 
we 
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we ſhall find/them ſuch as this law will have no tendency d 


ſuch as might be eaſily imagined before the commencement en ſeas, 
hoſtilities, and ſueh as it will be extremely difficult on any * ponvoy an! 
occaſion of the ſame kind, to hinder from producing the ſame effea,, Who lit) 
The firſt and greateſt cauſe, my Lords, of the number of ou onder Is 
lofles, is the number of our ſhips, which cannot all be ſufficient woteted * 
protected. The extent, therefore, of our commerce, in proportion It may | 
to that of our enemies, expoſes us to double diſadvantage ; we nect. the cor 
farily lie open in more parts to the depredations of privateers, ad be al 
have no encouragement to attempt repriſals, becauſe they have fey themſelves 
ſhips of value to be ſeized. The profit of our commerce naturally given of 1 
withholds our ſailors from our ſhips of war, and makes part of dude ſhou 
navy an idle ſhow; the certainty of plunder incites them to tun of rapine 
their merchant ſhips into cruiſers, and to ſuſpend their trade for more This, 1 
profitable employment. Thus they at once increaſe the number 9 hoſe whe 
plunderers, and take away from us the Wo He or repairing oor ver) 
loſſes by the ſame practice. thoved, b 
And, my Lords, if the loſſes of our merchants have been greatt rally 
than in former wars, our trade is more extenſive, and our ſhips f e 
more numerous. Nor is it to be forgotten that a very important By the 
part of our commerce is carried on before the eyes of the Spaniards exempts | 
fo that they may iſſue out upon our merchants from their own coaſts, much of! 
and retire immediately beyond danger of purſuit. aul at m 
But, my Lords, neither the ſituation of Spain, nor the extent of pw from 
our commerce, would have made this war fo deſtructive, had not out repidly t 
merchants ſometimes facilitated the attempts of our enemies by their kis * 
ow negligence or avarice. lind, a f 
I have been informed, my Lords, that as the maſters of trading ſo YA 
veſſels complain of having been deſerted by their convoys, the fiminuti 
captains of the ſhips of war have, in their turn, exhibited ſuch re- Gminan 
preſentations of the conduct of the trading maſters, as may prove that ſough [ 
their caution is not proportioned to their clamour, and that in how- mankind 
ever melancholy terms they may recount the miſeries of captivity, the The tra 
calamitięs of ruined families, and the interruption of the trade 0 te has b 
Britain, they will not endeavour to eſcape their enemies at the ex- comprel 
pence* of much circumſpettion, and that the proſpect of no large ber. 
profit will be ſufficient to over- balance the danger of thoſe evils Wich ncur! 
they fo pathetically lament, nk WAY 
It For t 

merchai 
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It is not uncommon, my Lords, when the fleet has entered the 
den ſeas,” for the traders to take different courſes both from the 
nv and from each other, and to diſperſe themſelves beyond the 
affbility of receiving aſfiſtance in danger or diftreſs, and what 
wonder is it if part of them. be loſt, ſince only part of them can be 
woteCted * 

n may be e my Lords, that this is 4 an 80 final 
by the commanders to cover their own negligence or treachery. It 
wy be aſked, vchat motives could induce the merchants to expoſe 
temſelves to unneceſſary dangers, or what proofs they have ever 
nen of ſuch wild negligence of their own intereſt or ſafety, as that 
dey ſhould be ſuſpected of ruſhing precipitately into the Jaws 
of rapine ? | 

This, my Lords, is an objection ſpecious in itſelf, and ſuch a8 
thoſe who have not enquired into the preſent ſtate of our traffick will 
got very readily diſcover to be fallacious; but it may eaſily be re- 
noved, by ſhewing that the danger of being taken by the enemy is 
generally not fo great to thoſe who have the direction of the ſhip as it 
b commonly believed. 

By the preſent ode of inſurance, my Lords, the merchant 
exempts himſelf from the hazard of great loſſes, and if he inſures fo 
much of the value of the ſhip and cargo, that the chance of arriving 
firſt at market is equiyalent to the remaining part, what ſhall hinder 
tent un from preſſing forward at all. events, and directing his courſe in- 
| not du vepidl/ through ſeas crowded with enemies? 
by their I is well known, my Lords, that there is, in a great part of man- 

lind, a ſecret malignity, which makes one unwilling to contribute to 
trading tie advantage of another, even when his own intereſt will ſuffer no 
iminution z nor is it to be imagined that this diſpoſition is leſs pre- 
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»ys, the 


ſuch r. beminant in traders than in the other claſſes of the community, 
ove tial wough it is exerted on different occaſions. The envy of one part of 
in wal mankind is excited by reputation, or intereſt, or diguity, or power. 
ity, the The trader, for the moſt part, envies nothing but money, in which 
trade afl de has been taught from his infancy that every human excellence is 
the er- omprehended, and contributes to the increaſe of the riches of 


mother, with the ſame unwillingneſs with which a ſoldier would 
concur in the advancement of an inferior n to a * of higher 
tank and authority than his wð n. 

For this reaſon, my Lords, there is ee a ee, in the 
merchant againſt the inſurer, whom he conſiders as an idle cater- 


pille , 


o large 


5 which 
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piller, living without induſtry upon hs labours of others, and, there 
fore, when he lays down the ſum ſtipulated for ſecurity, he is alma 
in ſuſpence, whether he ſhould not prefer the loſs of the remaining 
part of the value of his veſſel to the mortification of ſeeing the inſua 
enjoy that money, which fear and caution have influenced him to pay, 

This diſpoſition, undoubtedly, inclines him to proceed with lg 
regard to his own ſecurity, and betrays him into dangers which i 


was at leaſt poſſible to avoid; for to what purpoſe, ſays he, have Ind have « 
ſured my ſhip if I am not to be ſet free from the neceſlity of anxiety Wt eogagin! 
and caution ? If I arrive ſafely at the port, I ſhall diſpoſe of my com. To pro 
modities with uncommon advantage; if I miſcarry, the inſurer williitcr, is 
at leaſt ſuffer with me, and be deſervedly en for his — hich ever 
and extortion. ice, to 
I doubt not but ſome of your Lordſhips will imagine, that 1 zun negles 
now indulging chimerical ſpeculations, that I am aſeribing great dect the 
force to weak motives, and ſuppoſing men to act upon principles eie, ove 
which, in reality, never operated in the human breaſt. When I thiak beer in t 
diſadvantageouſly of others, my Lords, I am indeed always defirou Wiſibeying 
to find myſelf miſtaken, and ſhall be pleaſed to hear on this occaſion la my o 
from any of your Lordſhips, who have converſed at large among Wie ſucceſs, 
mankind, that it is not common for one man to neglect his own ins liam, 
tereſt for fear of promoting that of another. In the preſent queſtion, ¶ ume of e. 
my Lords, I have only ſuppoſed that envy may be one motive among nd that ti: 
many, and wiſh its influence were ſo ſmall, as that it might have Wet arms 2 
been leſs proper to mention it. | Whips in at 
The practice of inſurance, my Lords, whether it contributes or iſe! the utn 
not to the number of the captures, undoubtedly increaſes the clamour Wſnerce, an 


which they occaſion ; for as the loſs is extended, the complaint is ifſenforced ; 
multiplied, and both the merchant and inſurer take the liberty of ere requ 
cenſuring the conduct of the naval officers, and of condemning the WF That ſc 
meaſures of the government. The miniſtry is charged with negled· N Nor trade 
ing the protection of commerce, with oppreſſing the merchants, and ich as fl 
wita conniving at the enemies preparations, that they who molt dem. C 
eagerly ſolicited the war, may be the firſt that ſhall repent it. eve far | 
Another cauſe of the frequency of our loſſes in the preſent war, is Nr if a th 
the general circulation of intelligence throughout Europe, by which ſentrary 1 
it is made impoſſible: to conceal from our enemies the ſtate of our {Miſery opp 
armies, our navies, or our trade. Every regiment that is raiſed, lat a cla 
every ſhip that is built, every fleet of trading veſſels that lies waiting ſi lacrifi 
| . for 
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ad, then 


is amoi ns of it tranſmitted to every nation of the world, where curioſity 
remaining, intereſt will pay for information. The Spaniards, therefore, need 
he inſure yl regulate their ſchemes according to their inſtructions from 
m to pin, and watch thoſe fleets which are frequently ſent out, for 
with le hey may be confident that ſome maſters will wander from their pro- 
which Kors, enticed by avarice, negligence, or temerity, and that they 
have Il have opportunities of rede Eves en the RP 


f anxiety 
my com. 
ſurer vil 


n 


fengaging the convoy. 


maſter, is no leſs impoſſible, my Lords, than to conduct an army of 
lich every private man is at liberty to march according to his own 
yrice, to form and purſue his own plan of operation, and to diſpute 
at 1 and neglect the orders of his leader. Nor is it more reaſonable to 


ng great 


rinciples eifel, over which they have no authority, than to require from an 
n I think beer in the army an account of the lives of men, whe pe by 
defirousWWilobeying his commands. | 


occaſion 
among 


la my opinion, my Lords, we might, with far greater probability 
f ſucceſs, revive a precedent that may be found in the reign of King 


OWN in- iliam, in which it was appointed by an order of council, that the 
ueſtion, {ſpune of every ſhip which went out with a convoy ſhould be regiſtered, 

among Wand that the owners ſhould give ſecurity to provide a ſufficient number 
ht have er arms and a proper quantity of ammunition to aſſiſt the Imperial 


Wiips in annoying or repelling the enemy; with one injunction more 
if the utmoſt importance to the efficacious protection of our com- 
ſerce, and which, therefore, in every war ought to be repeated and 
forced; an injunction by which the maſters of the ſhips of trade 
mere required to obey the directions of the commander of the convoy. 
That ſome meaſures ought to be concerted for the preſervation of 


utes or 
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o moſt 


uch as ſhall to me appear likely to promote the end propoſed by 
lem, Our loſſes, my Lords, are undoubtedly great, though I be- 
ere far leſs than they are reported by diſcontent and malevolence ; 
e if a ſhip be delayed by an accidental hindrance, or kept back by 
ontrary winds for a few days, there are men ſo watchful to ſnatch 
of our every opportunity of reproaching the meaſures of the government, 
raiſec at a clamour is immediately raiſed, the ſhip is taken, the merchants 
yaiting We lacrificed, and the nation betrayed. | 

for | | While 


war, 1s 
which 


«the wind, is minutely regiſtered in the papers of the week, and ac- 


To protect ſhips which are to be Renred each at/ the wil of the | 


jbje& the captains of the ſhips of war to. penalties for the loſs of a 


ur trade I am very far from denying, and ſhall willingly concur in 
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Wbile this report is conveyed from one to another, and like od [hope t! 
Eilſhoods increaſing in its progreſs, while every man adds fone d ci... (ure of « 


cumſtance of exaggeration, or ſome new proof of the treachery of 
miniſtry, the ſhip enters the port, and puts an end indeed to vl 
anxiety of the owners and inſurers, but by no means pacifies the ye 
ple, or removes their prejudices againſt the conduct of their goyy 
nors ; for as no man acknowledges himſelf the firſt author of g 
report, no man thinks himſelf under any obligation to retract or cy 
fute it, and the paſſions of the multitude, being once in commotiq 
cannot be calmed before another opportunity of the ſame kind ma 
be offered for agitating them afreſh. 
To the expectations of the people, my Lords, it is Sh prope 
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to have ſome regard, nor is there any valuable uſe of power but th ow 

of promoting happineſs, and preventing or removing calamities; hi in my c 

we are not to endeavour to pacify them by the appearance of rede end this 
which, in reality, will only increaſe thoſe evils of which they cone laid be 
1 plain, nor to depreſs the reputation of this Aſſembly by paſſing an ich I hat 
iJ which the experience of a ſingle month will prove to be of no uſe. {iſporoper te 
] | Of this kind, my Lords, the bill now before us has been ſhewn bil Nothing 
\ the noble Lord that ſpoke firſt on this occaſion, by whom ere gion a 
| clauſe has been diſcovered to be either defective or unneceſſary, a ithority o 


Who has evinced, beyond all poſſibility of reply, that the regulation 
here propoſed can be divided ouly into two kinds, of which one! 
already eſtabliſhed either by law or preſcription, and the other cann 
be admitted without apparent injury both to our navy and our trade, 

Part of the clauſes the noble Duke has indeed attempted to defe 
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j | but has been obliged by his regard to reaſon and to truth, to m ould ſeer 
1 ſuch conceſſions, as are, in my opinion, ſufficient arguments for M Mboe rega 
is rejection of the bill. He has admitted of almoſt every clauſe that ¶ ted abc 
1k is imperfect, that it may be amended by farther conſideration, nly to exe 
We: " that, though not wholly to be neglected, it yet requires ſome fartbeliWn: produ 
| 70 improvements to become effectual to the advantage of our merchanu iy tempt 
? iy Wh The three laſt clauſes his natural abilities and juſt diſcernment in The bil 

101 mediately ſhewed him to be indefenſible, and he has too much reg ded with 

6 to the intereſt of his country to attempt the vindication of a He diſc 
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which could not be paſſed without weakening it by impairing i 
naval force, and yet more ne by diminiſhing the reputation of i 

| legiſlature. RE HP 
| I hone 
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[ hope therefore, my Lords, that I ſhall not undergo the common 
ſure of diſregard to our commercial intereſt, or be ranked amongſt 
enemies of the merchants, though I declare, that in my opinion, 
« bill ought to be rejected as unneceſſary and injudicious, and that 


8 the pol. mould only, by conſidering in a committee what no conſideration 
er gore: amend, waſte that time in a fruitleſs attempt, which may be wow 
or of Mech more uſefully upon other ſubjects. 


Cor Cor 
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Lord CARTERET ſpoke next to the following purpoſe MV 


re us, though I think ſome of the proviſions unneceſſary, others 
likely to produce any beneficial effects, and ſome already eſtabliſhed 
p former acts of the Senate, or rules of the Admiralty, yet I cannot 
ge with the noble Lord that it is unworthy of farther conſideration. 

ſn my opinion, my Lords, it is neceſſary, for many reaſons, to 
mend this bill rather than reject it; and I hope, that when I ſhall 
wwe laid before you the refult of thoſe enquiries, and thoſe reflections 
hich [ have made on this occaſion, your Lordſhips will Judge it not 
pproper to refer it to a committee. | 

Nothing, my Lords, is more neceſſary to the legiſlature than the 
dion and eſteem of the people; all government conſiſts in the 
uthority of the few over the many, and authority, therefore, can be 
Junded only on opinion, and muſt always fall to the ground, when 
at which ſupports it is taken away. 

For this reaſon, my Lords, it is worthy of this moſt auguſt and 
ul Aſſembly, to endeavour to convince the people of our ſolicitude 
jr their happineſs and our compaſſion for their ſufferings, leſt we 
jould ſeem elevated by the caſual advantages of birth and fortune 
Wore regard to the lower claſſes of mankind, leſt we ſhould ſeem 
ulted above others only to neglect them, and inveſted with power 
ily to exert it in acts of wanton oppreſſion, left high rank ſhould. in 
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ly tempt rapine and excite rebellion. 

The bill now under our conſideration, my Lords, cannot t be re- 

ted without danger of exaſperating the nation, without affording 

r "WP de diſcontented and. malevolent an opportunity of repreſenting this 

Ins q Ouſe as regardleſs of the public miſeries, and deaf to the cries of our 

ion of it low-ſubjects languiſhing in captivity and mourning in poverty. 
he melancholy and dejected will naturally conceive us inebriated 


nth affluence, and elated with dignity, endeavouring to remove from 
Vol, II. P our 


ds, though I do not approve equally of every part of the bill now ß 


ne produce hatred rather than reverence, and ſuperiority of fortune 
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our eyes every ſpectacle of miſery, and to turn aſide from thoſe l Of the i 
mentations which may interrupt the enjoyment of our felicity, 
Nor indeed can it be juſtly ſaid, that ſuch repreſentations 3 
without grounds, when we conſider the important occaſion on whic 
this bill is drawn up, the bitterneſs of thoſe calamities which it 


intended to redreſs, and the authority by which it is ene 


mended to 
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wio know 
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3 its liberty 2 
It may n be expected, my Lords, that the aue of a bil E name i 


the protection and ſecurity of trade ſhould raiſe an uncomnion degy tot confint 
of ardour and attention ; it might be conceived that every Lord in let us n 
Houſe would be ambitious of ſignaliſing his zeal for the intereſt of ji wed and | 
country, by propoſing, on this occaſion, every expedient which ei iowledge 
perience or information had ſuggeſted to him, and that inſtead nd impor! 
ſetting ourſelves free from the labour of enquiry and the anxicty Mas, they 
deliberation, by raiſing objections to the bil! and rejecting it, Dich have 
ſhould labour with unanimous endeavours and inceſſant afliduity ww law, 1 
| ſupply its defects, and correct its improprieties, to ſhew that a deſy That ou 
ſo benefical can never be propoſed tous without effect, and that ven comm 
ever we find honeſt zeal we ſhall be ready to aſſiſt it with judgmen known bef 
and experience. our trader 
Compaſſion might likewiſe concur to invigorate our endeavours e have f 
this occaſion. For who, my Lords, can reflect on families one ( annot be 
flouriſhing in affluence, and contributing to the general proſperity « . 
their country, and on a ſudden, without the crime of extravaguq nsfertune 
or negligence, reduced to penury and diſtreſs, harraſſed by creditor weachery, 
and plundered by the vultures of the law, without wiſhing that ſucl_WMy-ich a pt 
misfortunes might by ſome expedient be averted ? But this, my Lords the &ro- 
is not the only nor the greateſt calamity, which this bill is intended een ill 
prevent. The loſs of wealth, however grievous, is yet leſs to erbonably 
dreaded than that of liberty, and indigence added to captivity is ti For this 
higheſt degree of human miſery. Yet even this, however dreadful, M Meer Hoi 
now the lot of multitudes of our fellow - ſubjects, who are languilluMconutt of 
with want in the priſons of Spain. o infivenc 
Surely, my Lords, every propoſal muſt be well received that intend authority 
the prevention or relief of calamities like theſe. Surely the ruin fi Majeſty, ! 
merchants muſt alarm every trading nation, nor can a Britiſh Senden, ad 
fit unconcerned at the captivity of thoſe men by whom liberty rely can 
Chiefly ſupported, | | . uation 
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Of the importance of the merchants, by whom this bill is recom- 
ended to our conſideration, and by whoſe influence it has already 
plled the other Houſe, it is not neceſſary to remind your Lordfhips, 


he advantages that it poſſeſſes above thoſe which we behold with 
compaſſion or contempt, for its wealth and power, and perhaps for 
ixliberty and civility. To the merchants, my Lords, we owe that 
qur name is known beyond our own coaſts, and that our influence i is 
wot confined to the narrow limits of a ſingle iſland, 
Let us not therefore, my Lords, reject with contempt what is pro- 
ſed and ſolicited by men of this claſs ; men whoſe experience and 
knowledge cannot but have enabled them to offer ſomething uſeful 
nd important, though perhaps for want of acquaintance with former 
bus, they may have imagined thoſe proviſions now firſt ſuggeſted, 
mich have only been forgotten, and petitioned for the enaction of a 
ew law, when they needed only an enforcement of former ſtatutes. 
That our naval force has, in the preſent war, been miſapplied, that 
qur commerce has been-expoſed to petty ſpoilers, in a degree never, 
known before, that our convoys have been far from adding ſecurity to. 
ur traders, and that with the moſt powerful fleet in the world, 
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one ddt be denied, 


perity Net is it any degree- of temerity, my Lords, to affirm, that theſe 
0 niSfortunes have been brought upon us by either negligence or 
I. reachery, for beſides that no other cauſe can be aſſigned for the loſſes, 
that ſucl 


which a powerful people ſuffer from an enemy of inferior force, there 
the ſtrongeſt authority for aſſerting, that our maritime affairs have 
ken ill conducted, and that therefore the regulation of them is very. 
k:fonably and properly ſolicited by the merchants. 

For this aſſertion, my Lords, we may produce the authority of 45 
ther Houſe, by which a remonſtrance was drawn up againſt the 
onauct of the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty. This alone ought: 
© influence us to an accurate diſcuſſion of this affair. But when an 
Wthority yet more venerable is produced, when it appears that his: 
lieſty, by the diſmiſſion of the Commiſſioners from their employ- 
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h Send nents, admitted the juſtice of the repreſentation of the Commons, it 
berg rel can be of no uſe to evince, by arguments, the cal of new 
gulations. 
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100 know, that to this claſs of men our nation is' indebted for all 


— — —_ — 
2 
— 


— 2 


= | 
| k 
| 


we have ſuffered all that can fall upon the moſt defenceleſs nation, 
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nities of ſucceſs, and complying with emergent occaſions; but, ny 


vate intereſt, I am endeavouring to ſhew, that ſince laws mult be 
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It is indeed certain, that men of integrity and prudence,” men 4 
ability to diſcern their duty, and of reſolution to execute it, can 
ceive very little aſſiſtance from rules and preſcriptions ; nor can] 
deny what the noble Lord has affirmed, that they may be fometim 


embarraſſed in their meaſures, and hindered from ſnatching oppor1y WiſWpicu9%* | 
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Lords, we are to confider. mankind, not as we wiſh'them, but a 1 
find them, frequently corrupt, and always fallible. 

If men were all honeſt and wiſe, laws of all kinds would be ſuper 
fluous, a legiſlature would become uſeleſs, and our authority mul 
ceaſe for want of objects to employ it; but we find, my Lords, th 
there are men whom nothing but laws and penalties can make ſi 
portable to ſociety, that there are men, who, if they are not tal 
their duty, will never know it, and who will, at laſt, only perfor 
what they ſhall be puniſhed for neglecting. 

Were all men, like the noble Lord, whom I am now attempting 
to anſwer, vigilant to diſcover, ſagacious to diſtinguiſh, and in- 
duſtrious to proſecute the intereſt of the public, I ſhould be very fi 
from propoſing that they ſhould be conſtrained by rules, or required 
to follow any guide but their own reaſon; I ſhould reſign my oy 


proſperity, and that of my country, implicitly into their hands, and The nol 
reſt in full ſecurity that nothing would be omitted that human wiſdom 3 } 
be replied, 


could dictate for our advantage. 

J am not perſuading your Lordſhips to lay reſtraints upon virtue and 
prudence, but to confider how ſeldom virtue and authority are found 
together, how often prudence degenerates into ſelfiſhneſs, and all 
generous regard for the public is contracted into narrow views of pri- 
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equally obligatory to all, it is the intereſt of the few good men tt 
ſubmit to reſtraints, which, though they may ſometimes obſtruct tie 
influence of their virtue, will abundantly recompenſe them, |) 
ſecuring them from the miſchiefs that wickedneſs, reigning almoll 
without limits, and operating without oppoſition, might bring 
upon them, . i 
It may not be improper to add, my Lords, ar no degree d 
human wiſdom is exempt from error; that he who claims the priii- 
lege of acting at diſcretion, ſubjects himſelf likewiſe to the neceſſiſ 
of anſwering for the conſequences of his conduct, and that ill ſuccels 


will at leaſt ſubject him to reproach and ſuſpicion, from which, he 
7 whole 
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hole conduct is regulated by eſtabliſhed _— may pere have an 
ypc tunity of ſetting himſelf free. 

Fixed and certain regulations are therefore, my 1 uſeful to 
ge wiſeſt and beſt men; and to thoſe whoſe abilities are leſs con- 
kicuous, and whoſe integrity is at beſt doubtful, I ſuppoſe it will 
dot be doubted that they are indiſpenſably neceflary, 

Some of the expedients mentioned in this bill, I ſhall readily ck 
with the noble Lord in cenſuring and rejecting ; I am very far from 
Wicking it expedient to inveſt the Governors of our Colonies with 
u new degree of power, or to ſubject the captains of our ſhips of 
x to their command. I have lived, my Lords, to ſee many ſuc- 
ſions of thoſe petty monarchs, and have known few whom I would 
Filingly truſt with the exerciſe of great authority, It is not uncom- 
non, my Lords, for thoſe to be made cruel and capricious by power, 
who were moderate and prudent in lower ſtations ; and if the effects 
f exaltation are to be feared even in good men, what may not be 
wetted from it in thoſe, whom nothing but a diſtant employment 
ould ſecure from the laws, and who, if they had not been ſent to 
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The noble Duke, who has vindicated the bil with arguments to 
ich very little can be added, and to which I believe nothing can 
te replied, has expreſſed. his unwillingneſs to concur in any meaſures 
bor the execution of which new officers muſt be appointed. An in- 
reaſe of officers, my Lords, is indeed a dreadful ſound, a ſound that 
not but forebode the ruin of our country; the number of officers 
aready eſtabliſhed is abundantly ſufficient for all uſeful purpoſes, nor 
many addition be made but to the ruin of our conſtitution. 

am therefore of opinion, that no new officer was intended by thoſe 
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lat loiter in our ports, at the expence of the public, with an op- 
potunity of earning their ſalaries by ſome uſeful employment. 

| know not indeed, my Lords, whether any good effects can be 
ſealonably hoped from this proviſion ; whether men accuſtomed to 
onvance and negligence in affairs of leſs importance, ought to be 


gree ol | 
uſted with the care of our naval preparations, and engaged in ſer- 


e privt- 


ſecefiy e, on which the proſperity of the public may depend, and cannot 
fucce"nceal my apprehenſions, that ſuch men, if commiſſioned to fuper- 
ch, be end others, may themſelves require a ſuperintendant, 
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kat drew up the bill, and that they propoſed only to furniſh thoſe 
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But, n my Lords, this and every other clauſe may in a Commith, 
be carefully examined and deliberately corrected ;; and ſince it appear 
evident to me, that ſome law is neceſſary for the ſecurity of gy 
commerce, I think this bill ought not to be b without farbe 
gonſideration. 

Lord WIxcRHELSsEA roſe again, we 8 han ain Land 
the known fincerity of that noble Lord allows no room for ſuſpeQiny 
that he would beſtow any praiſes where he did not believe there un 
ſome deſert, and as his. penetration and acuteneſs fecure him fr 
© being deceived by any falſe appearances of merit, I cannot but apply 
myſelf for having obtained his eſteem, -which 1 hope will not be ſ 
feited by my future conduct, | 

Having happily gained the regard of ſo pers a 2 of .manki 
I am the leſs ſolicitous what opinion may be: conceived of my abilities 
or intentions by thoſe whoſe cenſures I leſs fear, and whoſe praiſe 
leſs value, and ſhall therefore chearfully hazard any degree of po 
larity, which J may have hitherto poſſeſſed, by continuing my o 
poſition to this bill, of which I am fill convinced that it will produc 
nothing but embarraſſment, loſſes, and diſgrace. 

The neceſſity of gaining and preſerving the eſteem of the people [ 
very willingly allow, but am of opinion that though it may ſometini 
be gained by flattering their paſſions and complying with their in 
portunities, by falſe appearances of relief and momentary alleviations 
of their grievances, it is only to be preſerved by real and permanent 
benefits, by a ſteady attention to the great ends of government, an 
a vigorous profecution of the means by which they may be obtain 
without regard to preſent prejudices or temporary clamours. 

believe, my Lords, it will always be found that it is dangerous t 
gratify the people at their own expence, and to ſacrifice their interci 
to their caprices ; for I have ſo high a veneration of their wiſdom, 4 
to pronounce without ſeruple, that however they may for a time | 
deceived, by artful miſrepreſentations, they will at length learn t 
eſteem thoſe moſt, who have the reſolution to promote their happi- 
neſs in oppoſition to their prejudices. | 

I am therefore confident, my Lords, of regaining the populari 
which I may loſe by declaring once more that this bill ought to-be R 
jected, fince no endeavours ſhall be wanting to ſhew how bn i 
neceſtary, by an effectual protection of every _— of our trade, i 
a diligent proviſion for [ae naval ſervice, 
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committee The Duke of BEDFORD roſe and ſpoke to this effect My Lords, 
it ape n convinced that this bill is very far from being either abſurd or 
ity of dul eres, nor can imagine that they, by whom it was drawn up, could 


out farbe of producing ſome expedients that may deſerve conſideration. 

22 tis probable, that a farther enquiry may ſhew the propriety of 
Lords, ge clauſes, which at preſent appear moſt liable to cenſure ; and 
uſpe&ing 
there w 
him fron 
it applay 


Ot be for 


do not fully comprehend, 

No clauſe appeared to me more ———_— of the judgment and 
ation of the merchants than the laſt, nor was there any which 
ſhould have rejected at the firſt peruſal with leſs regret ; yet, having 
len this opportunity of conſidering it a ſecond time, I find it by no 
jeans indefenſible, for the direction of ſhips ſtationed for the defence 
our American territories, is not committed to the governors alone, 
The council of each province is joined with them in authority, by 
hom any private regards may be overborne, and who cannot be ſup- 
ed to concur in any directions which will not en the . 
pteteſt of the colony. 

[ doubt not, my Lords, but other clauſes have 3 equally miC- 
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people ren, and therefore think it neceſſary to conſider them in a com- 
metiniey tee, where every Lord may declare his ſentiments, without the 
heir in etraint of a formal debate, and where the bill may be deliberately 
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eniſed, and RENNIE more CAREY to the Ars exigencies of 
he nation. 


nds, the only reaſon which has been urged for conſidering this bill 
ha committee, is the neceſſity of gratifying the merchants, and of 
bewing our concern for the proſperity of commerce. If therefore it 
ball appear, that the merchants are indifferent with regard to its 
ceſs, I hope it will be rejected without oppoſition. 


erous tt 
intereſt 
dom, 4 
time 
earn td 


happi- 


hany opportunities of acquainting himſelf with the opinions of the 
ading part of the nation, that they were fully convinced of the im- 
oftibility of adapting fixed rules to variable exigencies, or of 


pulariy abliſhing any certain method of obviating the chances of war, and 
be Ie ſeating enemies who were every day altering their ſchemes; and 
tle it Meclared that they had no hopes of ſecurity but from the vigilance of a 
le, 2008Ward of Admiralty, ſolicitous for the welfare of the merchants, * 


de honour of the nation. 
P 4 | Lozd 


ut, if we reject this bill thus precipitately, we ſhall condemn what 


IND —_— 


Lord WINCHELSEA poke again in ſubſtance as follows My 


8 — — , 


[ was this morning, my Lords, informed by a merchant, who has | 
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Lord CHOLMONDELEY roſe and ſpoke to the following purpoſe : Moſes mult 
My Lords, as three clauſes of this bill have been univerſally given u oluce c 
and almoſt all the reſt plainly proved by the noble Lord to be either ne oth®! 
ſurd or ſuperfluous, I cannot ſee why it ſhould not be rejected with, un the © 
the ſolemnity of farther conſideration, to which indeed OR but c6paniards» 
title can give it any claim. | Theſe C 

- The title, my Lords, is indeed ſpecious, and well fitted to the vMMricfortune 

| * of gaining attention and promoting popularity; but with this tu and with 
there is nothing that correſponds, nor is any thing to be found hy impatience 
confuſion and contradictions, which you more numerous up unt opini 
farther ſearch. chants we! 

That the whole bill, my Lords, is unneceſſary, cannot be denied, Ne minift 
be conſidered that nothing is propoſed in it which is not already in H But, m 
power of your Lordſhips, who may call at pleaſure for the liſts of He falſho 
navy, the acounts of the cruiſers, the duties of their commiſſions, A affcientl. 
the journals of their commanders, (as you did in the 6th of Queen AnneMWvbich are 
and detect every act of negligence or treachery, and _y inſtance i number o 
deſertion, or of cowardice. . . our ſhips 

Nothing is neceſſary to the regulation of our naval force, but tu will find 
your Lordſhips vigilantly exert that power which is conferred upd fuccels ha 
you by the conſtitution, and examine the conduct of every office than in tl 
with attention and impartiality; no man then will dare to negle& h enctneſs 
duty, becauſe no man can hope to eſcape puniſhment. 1s not the 

Of this bill, therefore, ſince it is thus uſeleſs and inconſiſtent, employed 
cannot but ſuſpect, my Lords, that it was concerted for purpoſe In eve 
very different from thoſe mentioned in the title, which it has indeed ſuffered 
no tendency to promote. I believe, my Lords, the projectors of ien the 

intended not ſo much to advance the intereſt of the merchants, as a ariſe 
depreſs the reputation of thoſe whom they have long taken every i reaties | 
portunity of loading with reproaches, whom they have cenſured i terminat 
the enemies of trade, the corrupters of the nation, and the con What 
federates of Spain, | | what ſec 

To confirm theſe general calumnies, it was neceſſary to fix i vill be | 
ſome particular accuſation which might raiſe the reſentment of tl commer 
people, and exaſperate them beyond reflection or enquiry. For thi declare; 
purpoſe nothing was more proper than to charge them with betraying account 
our merchants to the enemy. | and an 

As no accuſation could be more efficacious to inflame the peoplehſ conduct 


ſo none, my Lords, could with more difficulty be copfuted, Som 
0 | : lolirh 
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purpoſe: 


{+ muſt be ſuffered in every war, and every one will neceſſarily 


y dane duce complaints and diſcontent; every man is willing to blame 
e either Age other perſon for his misfortunes, and it was therefore eaſy to 
ted wida n the clamours of thoſe whole veſſels fell into the hands of the 


ing but 6 Franiards, againſt the miniſters and commanders of the ſhips of war. 

Theſe cries were naturally heard with the regard always paid to 
fortune and diſtreſs, and propagated with zeal, becauſe they were 
beard with pity, Thus in time, what was at firſt only the outcry of 
impatience, was by malicious artifices improved into ſettled opinion, 
hat opinion was diligently diffuſed, and all the loſſes of the mer- 
chants were imputed, not to the chance of war, but the treachery of 


to the de 
th this t 

found hy 
"OUS une 


enied, I e miniſtry, + | e i e e OT 
ady in th But, my Lords, the folly of this opinion, however general, and 
iſts of Me falſhood of this accuſation, however vehement, will become 


uficiently apparent, if you examine that bulky collection of papers 
which are now laid before you, from which you will diſcover the 
number of our fleets, , the frequency of our convoys, the ſtations. of 
our ſhips of war, and the times of their departure and return, you 


Tons, an 
en Anne 
nſtance 


but tha 


wil find that no proviſion for war, no expedient likely to promote 
red upon fucceſs has been neglected; that we have now more ſhips equipped 
y office iſ than in the late war with France, that nothing can be added to the 


eglect hail exactneſs with which our maritime force is regulated, and that there 


1s not the leaſt reaſon to doubt of the fidelity with which it has been 
employed. wa 
In every war, my Lords, it is to be expected that loſſes-will be 
ſuffered by private perſons on each ſide, nor even in a ſucceſsful war 
can the public always hope to be enriched ; becauſe the advantage 
may ariſe, not immediately from captures, but conſequently from the 
treaties or conditions in which a proſperous war may be ſuppoſed to 
terminate, 4 
What conceſſions we ſhall in this war extort from the Spaniards, 
what ſecurity will be procured for our merchants, what recompence 
will be yielded for our loſſes, or what extent will be added to our 
commerce, it cannot yet be expected that any man ſhould be able to 
declare; nor will his Majeſty's counſellors be required to give an 
account of futurity. It is a ſufficient vindication of their conduct, 
and an evident proof of the wiſdom with which the war has been 
conducted, that we have hitherto gained more than we have loſt. 
| | This, 
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This, my Lords, will appear from a diligent and minute compar. 
fon of the captures on each fide, and an exact computation of yy, 
value of our loſſes and our prizes. It will be found that if 4, 
Spaniards bave taken, as it is not improbable, a greater number d 
ſhips, thoſe which they have loſt have been far more wealthy, 


The merchants indeed ſeem to have diſtruſted the ſtrength of d ee fondn 
evidence which they produced in ſupport of their allegations, wu lust 
bringing it only before the other Houſe, where, as an oath could ne failors f 
be adminiſtered, every man delivered what he believed as what hy ider aut} 
knew, and indulged himſelf without ſcruple in venting his reſen. Wi, puniſhm 
ment, or declaring his ſuſpicions, a method of ann very proper in term © 
to ſcatter reproaches and gratify moleyolance, hut of very little iy of ſub 
for the diſcovery of truth. | of but ac 
Had they come before your Lordſhips, every ora NS badben By ſervi 
minutely examined, every aſſertion compared with other evidence, WWiberty of 
all exaggerations repreſſed, and all foreign conſiderations rejeded, ie! a near 
each part would have been impartially heard, and it would have ions of b 
plainly been known to whom every. loſs was to be imputed. The Wire engag 
negligence or treachery of the commanders of the convoys, where- ber lives 
ever it had been found, would have been puniſhed, but they would rent of tl 
not have charged them with thoſe miſcarriages which were produced Mund of an 
only by the 3% ks or inattention of the maſters of the trading MWierſions ; 
veſſels. and they r 


Such enquiries, my Lords, they appear to have thought it their Wit ſhall nc 
intereſt to decline, and therefore did not proceed on their petition to Theſe « 
this Houſe ; and if they did in reality avoid a rigourous examination, {WWparztions 
what can be inferred, but that they intended rather to offer inſinua» WſWhortune, o 
tions than proofs, and rather to ſcatter infamy than obtain juſtice, multitude: 

And, that nothing was indeed omitted that could ſecure our own ut view 
commerce, or diſtreſs our enemies, may reaſonably: be collected from Wis neceſia1 
the number and great ſtrength of our fleet, to which no empire in tie their com 
world can oppoſe an equal force. If it has not been ſupplied wih enter inte 


ſailors without ſome delays, and if theſe delays have given our ene- Wits, as ou! 


mies an opportunity of adding to their fecurities, of fortifying their Nor conce: 
ports, and ſupplying their magazines, it muſt be aſcribed to the na- Abſolu 
ture of our conſtitution, that forbids all compulſory methods of aug- ¶ dey can 
menting our forces, which muſt be conſidered as perhaps the only Wi the ſucce 


inconvenience to be thrown into the balance againſt the bleſſings d Vil not | 
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The difficulty of manning our ſhips of war, is indeed extremely 
explexing- Men are naturally very little inclined to ſubject them- 
hes to abſolute command, or to engage in any ſervice without a 
ne limited for their diſmiſſion. Men cannot willingly ruſh into 
lnger without the proſpect of a large advantage; they have generally 
me fondneſs for their preſent ſtate of life, and do not quit it with- 
u reluctance. All theſe reaſons, my Lords, concur to - withhold 
» ſailors from the navy, in which they are neceſſarily governed with 
ieder authority than in trading veſſels, in" which they are ſubjected 
ppuniſhments, and confined by ſtrict regulations, without any cers 
in term of their bondage; for ſuch they, who know not the neceſ- 
y of ſubordination, nor diſcover the advantages of diſcipline, cans 
ot but account ſubjection to the will and: orders of another. 

By ſerving the. merchants, they not only ſecure to themſelves the 
betty of changing their maſters at pleaſure, but enjoy the proſpect 
a near and certain advantage; they have not indeed any expecta- 
jens of being ſuddenly enriched by a plate ſhip, and of gaining by 
ne engagement ſuch wealth as will enable them to ſpend the reſt of | 
their lives in eaſe and affluence ; but they are ſure of a ſpeedy pay- 
nent of their wages, perhaps of ſome profits from petty commerce, 
nd of an opportunity of ſquandering them at land in jollity and di- 
jerſions ; their labour is cheerful, becauſe they know it will be ſhort, 
and they readily enter into an employment which they can quit when 
it ſhall no longer pleaſe them. TS 

Theſe conſiderations, my Lords, have no influence upon the pre- 
parations of France and Spain, where no man is maſter of his own 
fortune, or time, or life, and where the officers of the ſtate can drive 
nultitudes into the ſervice of the crown, without regard to their pri- 
nate views, inclinations, or engagements, To man a fleet, nothing 
z neceſſary but to lay an embargo on the trading veſſels, and ſuſpend 
heir commerce for a ſhort time; therefore no man dares refuſe to 
enter into the public ſervice when he is ſummoned ; nor, if he ſhould 
ff, as our ſailors, from an impreſs, would any man venture to ſhelter 
or conceal] him. | 

Abſolute monarchs have therefore this advantage over us, that 
bey can be ſooner prepared for war, and to this muſt be aſcribed all 
the ſucceſs which the Spaniards have obtained. This, my Lords, 
Wil not be obviated by the bill now before us, nor will it indeed pro- 

| cute 
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to a committee ? It paſſed in the negative. Content 25. Not cad 


was ſatirically remarked, that the Upper Houſe underſtood trade a 
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cure any other benefit to the trade, or any addition to the power « 
the nation. 

Oft the ten clauſes comprized | in-the bill, the Ra" part is up; 
verſally allowed to be injudiciouſly and erroneouſly. propoſed; 
thoſe few, which were thought of more importance, have been ſha 
to contain no new expedients, nor to add any thing to the proj 
regulations. 

I cannot therefore diſcover any reaſon, my on Lend that ſhould ip 
duce us to refer to a committee this bill, of which part is-confeſſegy 
to be rejected, and the reſt is apparently ſuperfluous. 

[ Then the queſtion being put, Whether the bill ſhould be refer 


tent 59. 

On the rejection of this bill by the 1 a bill which related tt 
an affair of no leſs importance than the ſecurity of trade and nayig 
tion, and which had been unanimouſly paſſed by the Commons, it 


navigation better than the Lower. However, the circumſtances tut 
attended it, made the publication of the bill, with the amendment 
and the reaſons offered by the Lords on both ſides, expected with the 


more impatience. ] 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Avember 16, 1742. 


Parliament having met, according to the Royal Summons, on this Da 
his Majeſly made a Speech from the Throne, which being afterwari 
read by the Preſident, Lord TWEEDALE roſe, and ſpoke as follows: 


My Lords, It is not without the higheſt ſatisfaction, that eve!) 
lover of mankind muſt look upon the alterations that have lately been 
produced in the ſtate of Europe; nor can any Briton forbear to e. 
preſs an immediate and particular pleaſure to obſerve his count! 
riſing again into its former dignity, to ſee his own nation ſhake of 

dependence 


g 


'© Power 


174%] 
dence, and rouze from inactivity, cover the ocean with her 


part js uni 
poſed; an 
een {hay 
the preſea 


\ the rapacious invaders of neighbouring kingdoms, and the daring 


reign courts, and ſummon the monarchs of the weſt to another 
federacy againft the power of France. 

The Queen of Hungary, who was lately obliged to retire at the 
pproach of her enemies, to leave her capital in danger of a ſiege, 
d ſeek ſhelter in the remoteſt corner of her dominions, who was 
tely ſo harraſſed with invaſions, and ſo encircled with dangers, that 
e could ſcarcely fly from one ravager, without the hazard of falling 
Io the hands of another, is now able to give laws to her perſecutors, 
o tetutn the violence which ſhe has ſuffered, and inſtead of imploring 


ſhould In 
confeſſed 


Not cond 


lated 08S: ry from thoſe who had no regard but to their own intereſt, and 
q mange er determined to annihilate her family and divide her dominions, 
me 1 ſits in full ſecurity on her throne, directs the march of diſtant 
race and 


nies, and dictates the terms on which thoſe who have entered RE 


ominions ſhall be ſuffered to eſcape. 
uch, my Lords, is the preſent ſtate of the German empire; nor 


ave the affairs of the reſt of Europe been leſs changed; the power 
if the Houſe of Bourbon has been diminiſhed on every fide, its al- 
lance has been rejected, and its influence diſregarded. 


nces that 
>ndmenty 
with the 


om erecting a new kingdom in Italy; and though he has hitherto 
ten ſomewhat embarraſſed in his meaſures, and oppreſſed by the 
iperiority of his enemies, has at leaſt, by preventing the conjunction 
ff the Spaniſh armies, preſerved the Auſtrians from being over- 
ſhelmed. Nor can the ſituation of his dominions, and the number 
{ his forces, ſuffer us to doubt, that in a ſhort time he will be able 
tirely to ſecure Italy, ſince he has already recovered his country, 
and drove back the Spaniards into the boſom of France. 8 
The condition of the other Spaniſh army is ſuch, as no enemy can 


lows: in to be aggravated by new calamities. They are ſhut up in a 

ountry without proviſions, or of which the inhabitants are unwilling 
©1901) Bio ſupply them: on one fide are neutral ſtates, to which the law of 
y been nations bars their entrance; on another the Mediterranean Sea, which 
to ea. Mean afford them only the melancholy proſpect of hoſtile armaments, 
unt Nor ſometimes of their own ſhips falling into the hands of the Britons ; 
1 _ — are the troops of Auſtria ready to embarraſs their march, 


ts, and awe the continent with her armies, bid once more deſiance 


ojectoLs of univerſal dominion ; once more exert her influence in 
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The King of Sardinia has openly engaged to hinder the Spaniards 
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intercept their convoys, and receive thoſe whom famine ang def 

incite to change their maſters, and to ſeek among foreign We 
that eaſe and ſafety, of which the tyranny of their own governnen 
and the madneſs of their own leaders, has deprived them. Such! 
their diſtreſs, and fo great their diminution, that a few montis my 
complete their ruin, they muſt be deſtroyed without the honour, 
a battle, they muſt ſink under the fatigue. of hungry marches, | 


which no enemy is overtaken or eſcaped, and be at length dero er fidelit 
by theſe diſeaſes, which toil and penury will inevitably produce, in her f 
That the diminution of the influence of the Houſe of Bourbon em deſig 
not an empty opinion, which we eaſily receive, becauſe we wiſh it it ſhe 1 
be true; that other nations likewiſe ſee the ſame events with the fu och conff 
ſentiments, and prognoſticate the decline of that power which H yolution! 
ſo long intimidated the univerſe, appears from the declaration n Britain 
made by his Majefty of the conduct of the Swediſh court. Our So 
That nation which was lately governed by the counſels, and glutte ith that « 
with the bounties of France, which watched the nod of her might rings of 
patroneſs, and made war at her command againſt the Ruſſian emyir ways dui 
ubſtance 


now begins to diſcover, that there are other powers more worthy d 
confidence and reſpect, more careful to obſerve their engagement 
or more able to fulfil them. She therefore requeſts the Britiſh ma 
narch to extricate her from thoſe difficulties, in which ſhe is entangle 
by a blind compliance with French dictates, to reſtore to her th 
diſmembered provinces, and recal that enemy which now impe 


with that 
But he re! 
Queen of 
people of 


tion in re 


over her capital, and whom the French have neither intereſt 40 g- ¶ tance v 
peaſe, nor ſtrength to reſiſt. „ | | He the 
Such, my Lords, is the preſent proſpect which offers itſelf to hier Wh. 


who ſurveys Europe with a political view, and examines the preſently throw 
intereſt and diſpoſitions of neighbouring potentates; ſuch is the oro that their 
which has been produced from general confuſion, and ſuch the n- te found 
eſtabliſament of equal power, which has ſucceeded theſe concuflions iſ®9ugh t 
of the world. e | their enc 
It is no ſmall addition to the pleaſure which this change muſt aford Whounbers, 


every man, who has either wiſdom to diſcover his own happineſs, 0: His N. 
benevolence to rejoice in that of others, that it has been the effect Whaliſtance 
not of chance but of conduct; that it is not an unforeſcen evenh ed his 
produced by the ſecret operation of. cauſes fortuitouſly concurring luch. ſum 
but the reſult of a political and juſt delign, well-concerted and ſteadily, a he 

e freed 


purſued ; that every advantage which has been gained, is the conſe- 
| | quence 


'Nov; if 1 1142+] AN A N 223 
and deſpa 


gn nating ; 
4 t wiſe, 


overnment | 4 
* | If we reflect, my Lords, upon the cauſes which have contributed 
ontis * the reſcue of Europe from impending ſlavery, which have re- 
honour MW&ſabliſhed the Queen of Hungary in her dominions, enabled her to 


waſte the territories of her invaders, confirmed her friends in 


arches, | 
_ vir fidelity, and intimidated thoſe whom rival intereſts inclined to 
duce, ih her fall, or the hope of ſharing in the plunder had incited to 


ourbon Wir deſigns againſt her. If we enquire to what it is to be aſcribed, 
wiſh it at {be is able to form new alliances, and defend her dominions 
1 the m confederate armies, we ſhall find it eaſy to trace all theſe 


which hy 
tion ng1 


evolutions to one cauſe, the ſteady and prudent conduct of the King 
f Britain, | 1 | | 

Our Sovereign, my Lords, has looked on the troubles of Europe 
1h that concern which public virtue inſpires ; he has ſeen the ſuf- 


1d lutte 
r might rings of this illuſtrious princeſs with that compaſſion which is 
n empire nas due to magnanimity oppreſſed, and formed reſolutions for her 


piftance with that ardour, which courage naturally kindles; but 
with that caution likewiſe and ſecrecy which experience dictates. 
But he remembered, my Lords, that though he was the friend of the 


wor thy 0 
gemen x 
itiſn mo 


ntangeifbeen of Hungary, he was to conſider himſelf as the father of the 
her e people of Britain; that he was not to exhauſt the forces of this na- 
impe ton in romantic expeditions, or exhauſt its treaſures in giving aſ- 


ſt 40 itance which was not needed. 
f to hin cover whether the inceſſant ſtruggles of the Auſtrians would be able 
+ preſent te throw off the load with which they were oppreſſed; but he found 
he order that their ſpirit, however ardent, could not ſupply the want of ſtrength ; 
the re- be found that they were fainting under inſuperable labours, and that 
cufion tough they were in no danger of being conquered by the valour of 
tier enemies, they muſt in a ſhort time be weaned with their 
ſt aford Woumbers. | 4 
eſs, or His Majeſty then knew, my Lords, that by ſending them ſpeedy 
ie effect eliſtance, he at once promoted the intereft of his people, and gra- 
| event, ted his own inclinations ; he therefore ſupplied the Queen with 
-urring, I ach ſums as enabled her to levy new forces, and drive her enemies 
Readily i &fore her. By procuring a reconciliation with the King of Pruſſia, 
conle- ie freed her from the neareſt and moſt formidable danger, and gave 
quence . 5 her 
2 


ence of meaſures laid to obtain it; that our happineſs has _ 
_— by prudence, and that our counſels have not been lucky | 


He therefore waited to obſerve the event of the war, and to diſ- 
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her an opportunity £ to ſecure herſelf Pres the menaces of « 
powers. "Sb 7 FE 

But though ſhe was ſet free from domeſtic dangers, FR, ing 
ſion was driven from her capital, though captivity no longer purſug 
her flight, nor uſurpation hovered over her throne, her more diftan 
dominions were {till a prey to her enemies. The Spaniards had ed by l 
ready landed one army in Italy, with which another was haftening 
to join. The ſucceſs of this enterprize, which would have gainel one whi 
the greateſt part of Italy, could only be hindered by the King 9 rench now 
Sardinia, who was therefore ſolicited by the Spaniards and French that Bri 
to favour their defign, with the ſtrongeſt proteſtations, and the my Cchellem 
magnificent promiſes. But theſe were overbalanced by the influenced wie! frot 
of the King of Britain, whoſe name was of ſufficient importance em again 
to make the weaker part moſt eligible, a to counterbalance the To the k 
force of immediate intereſt. forces of 

Thus was the paſſage into Italy barred againſt the Spaniards, by" threate 
obſtacles which they can never ſurmount, while the other army i er view | 
beſieged by our fleet, and by the Auſtrians ; and reduced, inſtead u bis oun, 
conquering kingdoms, to change their camp, and regulate thei ay ſecure 
marches, with no other view than to avoid famine. While that Theſe me 


prince, whoſe dominions might moſt commodiouſly afford them ſue. applau 
cour, and whom all the ties of nature and of intereſt oblige to aft gent end 
them, is awed by the Britiſh ſhips of war, which lie at anchor befor de endea 
his metropolis, and of which the commanders, upon the leaſt ſuſie" it bas 
cion of hoſtilities againſt the Queen of Hungary, threaten to batt dures il 
his palaces, and deſtroy his city. rely, wher 
In this manner, my Lords, has the King of Britain aftifted thei” are bi 
Houſe of Auſtria with his treaſures, his influence, and his nayy ; thu ule their 
does he ſubdue ſome enemies, and reſtrain others; thus does he hold un the cc 
the balance of the wars, and thus does he add the weight of por rer 
to the ſcale of juſtice. tere, my 
But to ſecure the ſucceſs that has been s obtained, ank 0 | that w 
take from the enemies of liberty all hopes of recovering the advatl F obtaine 
tages which they have loſt, he has now no longer confined his al- il ©". 
ſiſtance to negotiations and pecuniary ſupplies, He knows tht A + 
Aliances are always beit obſerved, ' when they confer ſecurity, d Hy * 


produce manifeſt advantage; ; and that money will not be alwa)s 


equivalent to armies. He has, therefore, now acted openly in de- Voi. II. 


fence of his ally, has filled Flanders once more with Britiſh troops 
nd 


NOV, 1{ 


of ode garriſoned the frontier towns with the forces of that nation by 
| ih they were gained. The veteran now ſees once more the 
ugh ny 


| place where he ſeized the ſtandards, or broke the lines, where he 


er Purſue 

Ye diftand led the oppreſſors of mankind, with that ſpirit which is en- 
ds had a ded by liberty and juſtice, His heart now beats once more at 
haften ght of thoſe walls which he formerly ſtormed, and he ſhews the 


"nds which he received in the mine, or on the breach. The 
ench now diſcover, that they are not yet Lords of the continent; 
| that Britain has other armies ready to force once more the paſſes 
Schellembourg, or break down the intrenchments of Blenheim ; 
wreſt from them the ſcepter of univerſal monarehy; and confine 
em again to their own dominions. 


ve gained 
King þ 
d French 
the mol 
influencs 
Iportancy 
ance thy 


zy threaten his dominions in the abſence of his troops, having no 
er view than to ſecure the public tranquillity at whatever hazard 
his own, and being convinced that private intereſt is moſt effec- 
ply ſecured by a ſteady attention to general good. 

Theſe meaſures, my Lords, undoubtedly demand out gratitude 
d applauſe, Gratitude is always due to favourable intentions, and 

gent endeavours, even when thoſe intentions are fruſtrated, and 

ole endeavours defeated ; and applauſe is often paid to ſucceſsy 

hen it has been merely the effect of chance, and been produeed by 

ares ill adapted to the end which was intended by them. But 

Wrely, when juſt deſigns have been happily executed, when wiſe mea- 


ards, by 
army if 
nſtead of 
ite their 
nile that 
em ſuc- 
to afhlt 
r before 
ſt ſuſßi 
> batter 


ſted the 
' thus 
he hold 


pon 


uſe their acclamations; ſurely thoſe will at leaſt congratulate, 
bom the corruption of their hearts hinders from rejoicing, and thoſe 
do cannot love, will at leaſt commend. 

tlere, my Lords, I ſuſpect no inclination to depreciate the happi- 


and to 
advatty 
his a- 
8 that 
ity, 0f 
alwajs 
in de- 
oops, 

3nd 


| n obtained; and therefore doubt not but your Lordſhips will rea- 
) concur in the reaſonable motion which I have now to offer: 
* That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return 


n the thanks of wie Houſe for bis moſt e wee: from the 
arone, 
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Lins over which he formerly purſued the ſquadrons of France, points 


To the Britiſh regiments his Majeſty has joined a large body of 
forces of his own eleCtorate, without regard to the danger which 


F 


n 


— — — — _ — — — 
W r 


res ale bleſſed with ſucceſs, neither envy nor hatred will dare to 


$ that we enjoy, or to calumniate that virtue by which it has 
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e declare our juſt ſenſe of his Majeſty's great care and wg. 

Jance for the ſupport of the Houſe of Auſtria, wm for . an 
ſecuring the balance of power. 

« To acknowledge his Majeſty's great wiſdom and attention 
the public welfare, in ſending ſo conſiderable a body of his fore: 
into the Low Countries,-and in ſtrengthening them with his ele dun 
troops, and the Heſſians in the Britiſh-pay ; and thereby forming ſuc 

an army as may defend and encourage thoſe powers who are well 


1. 1742. 
Jumny will 
praiſe then 
of France 
pn the CO! 
anceſtors C 
les are ju 
reign's col 


intentioned, and give a real aſſiſtance to the Queen of Hungary, a te 15 
to aſſure his Majeſty of the concurrence and ſupport of this Hoy WW 1 
in this neceſſary meaſure. | ſcribing la 

To expreſs our ſatisfaction in the good effects which the view duntry, 
exerted by Great-Britain in aſſiſting its ancient allies, and maintain from one 
ing the liberties of Europe, hath already had on the affairs of the "ra 


Queen of Hungary, and on the conduct of ſeveral powers; and ou 
hopes that a ſteady perſeverance in the ſame meaſures, will inſire 
the like ſpirit and reſolution into other powers, equally engaged by 
treaties and, common intereſt to take the like part, - 

To give his Majeſty the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that this Houſe ha 
the honour and fafety of his Majeſty, the true intereſt and proſperity 
of his kingdoms, the ſecurity and advancement of their commercy 
the ſucceſs of the war againſt Spain, and the re-eſtabliſhment of the 
balance and tranquillity of Europe entirely at heart. That thei 
ſhall be the great and conſtant objects of our proceedings and rel 
lutions, this Houſe being determined to ſupport his Majeſty in al 
juſt and neceſſary meaſures for attaining thoſe great and deſirable 
ends, and to ſtand by and defend his Majeſty againſt all his enemies. 

Lord MonTrorT ſpoke next to the following effect: M 


reed ; b 
and them 
Infatua 
e numb 
opulence 
[uperior 
niyerſe ; 
the legiſl 
appeal to 
ſhould ſu 
allumed t 
ſhall be « 
advice, 


NT! | By thi 
| Lords, the- motion offered by the noble Lord, is in my opinion ſ ho he 
proper and juſt, fo ſuitable to the dignity of this Aſſembly, and ſo 1 51 
expreſſive of the gratitude which the vigilance of his Majeſty for the Wt 


public good, ought to kindle in every heart not chilled by ungen: 
rous indolence, or hardened by inveterate diſaffection, that I cannot Bw SY 
diſcover any reaſon for which it can be oppoſed, and therefore box? ny of k 
that every Lord will concur in it with no leſs vlattie n and zeal than * 
I now riſe up to ſecond it. 


plan, bu 


an oppo 


It may indeed naturally be hoped from this Houſe, t that his Mas olected 
jeſty's meaſures will be readily approved, ſince they are ſuch as eien for the 5 


Malice and faction will not dare to cenſure or oppoſe, ſuch * Auſtria 
u 


7 
* 
. 


Nov, 10 


and vigi, 


is Jumny will not venture to defame, and ſuch as thoſe * will not 
ring and 


praiſe them can never mention. If it be allowed, that the intereſt 
tention # France is oppoſite to that of Britain, that the equipoiſe of power 
CN { 
his for 
s eleQuedl 
ming ſuch 
o are wel 
gary, and 
his Houk 


Lnceſtors deſerve our attention, if our victories at Creſſy or at Ramil- 
Jes are juſtly celebrated by our hiſtorians, the wiſdom of our Sove- 
reign's conduct cannot be denied. | | 

The French, my Lords, whom our armies in the reign of Anne 


duntry, who were driven from intrenchment to intrenchment, and 


be view 

my tom one fortification to another, now grown inſolent with the plea- 

bs of hy ſures of peace, and the affluence of commerce, have forgotten the 
* er by which their ſchemes were baffled, and their arrogance re- 

) our | 1 


10 and themſelves almoſt buried i in the ruins. 

Infatuated with the contemplation of their own force, elated with 
e number of their troops, the magnificence of their cities, and the 
pilence of their treaſury, they have once more imagined themſelves 
uperior to reſiſtance, and again aſpire to the command of the 
niverſe; they have now for ſome time aſſumed the haughty ſtile of 
the legiſlators of mankind ; and have expected, that princes ſhould 
appeal to them as to_the higheſt human -tribunal, and that nations 


ſhould ſubmit their claims to their arbitration; they have already 


Touſe has 
roſperii 
mmeret, 
nt of the 
nat theſe 
and reſo 
ty in al 
deſirable 
1emies,” 
My 
nion #0 
and ſ 
for the 
ungene · 


ſhall be concluded, nor war proclaimed, but- by their permiſſion or 
advice. l 

By this gradation of exorbitant claims and oppreſſive meaſures 
dave they at length arrived, my Lords, at the ſummit of inſolence; 


niverſal monarchy ; nor was any thing wanting to complete their 
Plan, but that their ancient rival, the German empire, ſhould be 


cannot 
re bopi reduced to acknowledge their ſovereignty, and that the ſupreme dig- 
1 than nity of Europe ſhould be the gift of the French bounty. 


is Ma BY opportunity of executing their deſign, too favourable to be ne- 


as eien 
as Ca- 
Jumny ultria into many petty ſovereignties, incapable lingly of oppoſing 

. them, 
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1 the continent is to be preſerved ; ; if any of the counſels of our 


ww flying before them, who, from dividing kingdoms, and pre- 
ſcribing laws to mankind, were reduced to the defence of their own 


preſſed ; by which their fabric of univerſal monarchy was ſhattered, 


ſumed the diſtribution of dominions, and expect that neither peace 
by theſe ſteps have they aſcended once more the towering throne of 


The death of the late Emperor without ſons, furniſhed them with 


Welettcd, They now imagined it in their power not only to diſpoſe 
of the imperial dignity, but to divide the dominions of the Houſe of. 
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them, and unlikely to unite in any common cauſe, or to preſery 
confedetacy.unbroken, if they ſhould by accident agree to form it 
They therefore ſent their armies into Germany, to ſuperinten 
the approaching election, and by hovering over the territories 
princes unable to reſiſt them, extorted voices in favour of their aly 
a prince, whoſe dominions muſt by their ſituation always oblige hi 
to compliance with the demands, and to concurrence in the ſcheny 
of his protectors, arid who will rather act as the ſubſtitute of France 
than the Emperor of Grits e 1 
But it was to no purpoſe that they had e their . wit 
titular honours and enſigns of ſovereignty if the Houſe of Aufri 
ſill retained its hereditary dominions, and preſerved its ſtrengl 
when it had loſt its dignity. They well knew, that armies wen 
equally formidable, whether commanded by an Emperor, or an ih. 
ferior Sovereign; and that a mere alteration of names, though it 
might afford a flight and tranſient gratification to 8 would pro 
duce no real increaſe or diminution of power, 
They therefore thought it neceſſary to improve the N time of 


confuſion, and excite all the princes of the empire to revive their 1 
2 . . . . . „ 7 
ancient claims upon the Auſtrian territories; claims, which hu * " 
18 Nis 


long ſoever they had been forgotten, howſoever abrogated by long 
prefcription, or annulled by ſubſequent treaties, were now again t 
become valid, and to be decided by the arbitration of France, 

But this project being defeated by the heroic conſtancy of the Queaal 
of Hungary, whoſe wiſdom and reſolution, which will equal her nam 
in future hiſtories with thoſe of the moſt ſucceſsful conquerors, u- 
jected their mediation, and refuſed to own her right doubtful, by 
ſubmitting it to be tried; they were obliged no longer to difſembl 
their deſigns, or make further pretences to reſpect or tenderneh, 
Her fall was neceſſary to their own exaltation ; they therefore kindel 
a general conflagration of war, they excited all the princes to take 
arms againſt her, and found it indeed no difficult taſk to perſuade 
them to attack a princeſs, whom they thought unable to form a 
army, whom they believed they ſhould rather purſue than engage, and 
whoſe dominions might be overrun without bloodſhed, and whom they 
ſhould conquer only by marching againſt. 

Such a combination as this, a combination of monarchs, of which 
each appeared able ſingly to have carried on a war againſt her, no- 


thing but the e higheſt degree of magnanimity could have formed 4 
deſign 
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lg of reſiſting ; nor could that reſiſtance have procured the leaſt 
Jyantages, or retarded for a fingle day the calamities that were 


uperint 

thy eatened, had it not been regulated by every martial virtue, had 
their * t policy united with courage, and caution with activity. 

ole Thus did the intrepidity of this princeſs, my Lords, ſupport her 


ozinſt the ſtorms that ſhook her kingdom on every fide; thus did 
hoſe, whom her virtues gained over to her ſervice, and whom her 
xample animated with contempt of ſuperior- numbers, defend her 
rinſt the forces of all the ſi urrounding nations, led on by Monarchs, 
1d elated with the proſpect of an eaſy conqueſt. 

But the utmoſt that could be hoped from the moſt SO ſtrata- 
ems, or the moſt exalted courage, was only that her fate might be 
ferred, that ſhe would not fall wholly unrevenged, that her ene- 
ies would ſuffer with her, and that victory would not be gained 
ithout a battle. It was evident, that bravery muſt in time give 
y to ſtrength, that vigour muſt be wearied, and policy exhauſted, 
hat by a conſtant ſucceſſion of new forces, the molt reſolute troops 
muſt be overwhelmed ;. and that the Houſe of Auſtria could only 
bain by the war, the fatal honour of being gloriouſly extinguiſhed, 

This his Majeſty's wiſdom eaſily enabled him to diſcover, and his 
roodneſs incited him to prevent; he called upon all the powers, who 
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e faith of nations, and by fulfilling their engagements, to preſerve 
e liberties of Europe; but the ſucceſs of his remonſtrances only 
aforded a new inſtance of the weakneſs of juſtice, when oppoſed to 
ntereſt or fear. All the potentates of the continent were reſtrained 


if the poſſeflions of the Auſtrian Houſe, ſeemed by the general con- 


Kindel ent of Europe, to be reſigned to the family of Bourbon. 
to take But our Sovereign was not yet diſcouraged from aſſerting the 
Jcrfuade rents which he had promiſed to maintain, nor did he think the 


neple& or treachery of others a ſufficient reaſon for refuſing that 
abtance, which juſtice and policy equally required, He knew the 
Power of his own empire, and though he did not omit to cultivate 
alliances, he was conſcious of his ability to proceed without them; 
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regulated by either his enemies, or his confederates; that this nation 
| yet able to ſupport its own claims, and protect thoſe of its allies z 


Q 3 and 


ad promiſed to preſerve the Pragmatic Sanction, to have regard to 


Wy the threats, or gained by the promiſes of France; and the diſpoſaj 


and therefore ſhewed, by ſending his troops into the Auftrian terri- 
holes, that the meaſures of the Sovereign of Britain were not to be 
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and that while we attack one of the kingdoms of the Houſe d 
rom) bars we are not afraid to ſet the other at defiance, 

The effects of this conduct, my Lords, were immediately x 27H 
dent; the King of Sardinia engaged to oppoſe the entrance of 4 
Spaniards into Italy; the King of Pruflia not only made a pg 
with the Queen of Hungary, by whom he was more to be dre thick our 
than any other enemy, but entered into an alliance with his Majely 
who has made no ſmall addition to his influence, by another treaty 
with the moſt powerful nations of the North, 2 

Thus, my Lords, are the dreadful arms of France, which ws 
never employed but in the deteſtable and horrid plan of extending ous or e 
flavery, and ſupporting oppreſſion, ſtopped in the full career of ſue 
ceſs, Thus is the ſcheme of univerſa] monarchy once more blaſſy 
and the world taught, that the preſervation of the rights of may 
kind, the ſecurity of religion, and the eſtabliſhment of Peace, ar 
not impracticable, that the power of Britain is yet undiminiſhed, 
that her ſpirit is not yet depreſſed. 

By his Majeſty's conduct, my Lords, the reputation of our coun. ſome ambi 

try is now raiſed to its utmoſt height; we are now conſidered as the 

arbiters of empire, the protectors of right, the patrons of diſtre 


and the ſuſtainers of the balance of the world, I cannot therefor | canno 
but conclude, that no man in this illuſtrious Aſſembly will be u-WMhinced ur 
willing to acknowledge that wiſdom and firmneſs, which not aii which it 
this nation, but the greateſt part of the univerſe, will rememberWWce to re: 
with gratitude in the remoteſt ages, and that the motion, which [WW ſubjects, | 
now ſecond, will be univerſally approved, from inde 
The Speaker then read the motion, and aſked in the uſual m That v 
whether it was their Lordſhip's pleaſure that the queſtion ſhould be put, WW ought to 
upon which Lord CHRESTERTIEID roſe up, and ſpoke to the following praiſes, © 
purpoſe ;—My Lords, though the motion has been, by the noble fel ves, bi 
Lord who made it, introduced with all the art of rhetoric, and em more evic 
forced by him that ſeconded it, with the utmoſt ardour of zeal, ud his people 
the higheſt raptures of ſatisfaction and gratitude ; though: all the lat being gu; 
meaſures have been recommended to our applauſe, as proofs of te only gait 
ſtricteſt fidelity, and the moſt ſagacious policy; and though 1 an WW and ſupp: 
very far from intending to charge them with weakneſs or injuſtice But hc 
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Lich is now propoſed. 
am leſs inclined, my Lords, to 0 the a motion, be- 


nee of Me 1 have long been deſirous of ſeeing the ancient method of 
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in annual repetition of the ſpeeches from the Throne, however gras. 
ous or excellent. For ourſelves, we have certainly obtained no 
be confidence from the Crown, nor any higher degree of hon6ur 
mong the people. The incenſe,” which from our cenſers has ſs 
« perfumed the palace, has inclined the nation to ſuſpect, that we 
ure long enough inured to idolatry, to offer up their properties for a 
heribee, whenever they ſhall be required; and I cannot diſſemble 
wy ſuſpicions, that a long continuance of this cuſtom may give 
ur coun-WWſome ambitious or oppreſſive prince in ſome diſtant age, when per- 
ed tu aps this beneficent and illuſtrious family may be! extinct, the con- 
F CiftrelyBWMence to demand it. 

therefore 1 cannot but be of opinion, and hope your Lordſhips will be con- 

| be u inced upon very ſhort reflection, that there is a ftile of ſervility, 
not ou vbich it becomes not this Houſe to uſe even to our Monarchs: we 
menden ze to remember, indeed, that reverence which is always due from 
which A ſubjects, but to preſerve likewiſe that dignity which is HO 
from independence and legiſlative authority. 

That we ought not to deſcend to the meaneſt of lattery unt we 
eught- to preſerve: the privilege of ſpeaking, without exaggerated 
praiſes, or affected acknowledgments, our regard not only to our- 
kives,, but to our Sovereign ought to remind us. For nothing is 
nore evident, my Lords, than that no Monarch can be happy while 
lis people are miſerable; that the Throne can be ſecure only by 
being guarded by the affections of the people; and the prince can 
only gain and preſerve their affections, by promoting their ien; 
and ſupporting their privileges, | 

But how, my Lords, ſhall that Monarch diſtinguiſh the intereſt 
of his people, whom none ſhall dare to approach with information? 
How ſhall their privileges be ſupported, if when they are infringed, 
0 man will complain? And who ſhall dare to lay any public griev- 
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tions; though we are neither acquainted on what terms our alliances 


| {xov; 16 
ances, or private wrongs before the King of Britain, if the highet: 
Aſſembly of the nation ſhall never addreſs him but in terms d 
Gattery ? 

The neceflity of putting an end to this corrupt cuſtom, vm 
every day more and more urgent; the affairs of Europe are haſte, 
ing to a criſis, in which all our prudence, and all our influence vil 
be required; and we ought therefore to take care not to perplex on 
reſolutions by voluntary i ignorance, or deſtroy our credit by a public 
approbation of meaſures, which we are well n. not to un. 
derſtand. 

I ſuppoſe, none of your 1 mins are not engaged in th 
adminiſtration of affairs, will think it derogatory from the reputation 
of your abilities and experience, to confeſs, that you do not yet ſee al 
the circumſtances or conſequences of the meaſures which you ar 
deſired to applaud ; meaſures which have been too lately taken u 
diſcover their on tendency, and with relation to which no payers 
have been laid before us. We are told of armies joined, and tes 
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ties concluded, and therefore called upon to praiſe the wiſdom of out 


negotiations, and the uſefulneſs and vigour of our military prepara. 


are formed, nor on what conditions our auxiliaries aſſiſt us. 
This, my Lords, is ſurely ſuch treatment as no liberal mind can 
very patiently ſupport; it is little leſs than to require that we ſhould 
follow our guides with our eyes ſhut ; that we ſhould place implicit 
confidence in the wiſdom of our nfl, and having firſt ſuffered 
them to blind ourſelves, afliſt them afterwards to blind the people, 
The longer I dwell upon the conſideration of this motion, the 
more arguments ariſe to perſuade me, that we ought not haſtily to 


agree to it, * My Lords, the Addreſs propoſed, like the ſpeech itſelh 


is of a very complicated and intricate kind, and compriſes in 1 
few words many tranſactions of great importance, crouded together 
with an-artful brevity, that the mind may be hindered by the multi 
tude of images, from a diſtinct and deliberate conſideration of pat: 
ticulars, Here are acts of negotiation confounded with operations 


of war, one treaty entangled with another, and the union of the 


Hanover ians with our troops, mentioned almoſt in the ſame ſentence 
with the Spaniſh war. This croud of tranſactions, ſo different in 
ber nature, ſo various in cheir conſequences, who can venture io 
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become; hour, in ſuppoſing the motion not to be an extemporaneous compo- 
re haſten. an, but to be drawn up with art and deliberation. It is well 
ence wil own, that the Addreſs is often concerted at the ſame time that 
rplex our ¶ de ſpeech is compoſed ; and that it is not uncommon to take advan» 
a puble Mage of the ſuperiority which long acquaintance with the nn | 


gives thoſe who defend the motion, above thoſe who oppoſe it. 
We are indeed told, that the viſible effects of his Majeſty's mea» 
ſures prove their expediency, and that we may ſafely applaud that 


t to un. 


ed in the 
eputation 
et ſee al 
you are 
aken to 


aged; and it has not been ſhewn, that we have yet either intimi- 


o papers been lately taught to believe inſeparable from our own, or encourage 
nd tres. ed any new allies to declare in her favour. | 
of our The Dutch, my Lords, are not yet rouſed from their ſlumber of 
prepara. WſWreutrality ; and how loudly ſoever we may aſſert our zeal, or with 


liances WW whatever pomp we may diſplay our ſtrength, they {till feem to doubt 
either our integrity or force; and are afraid of engaging in the quar- 
ind can rl, leſt they ſhould be either conquered ar betrayed. Nor has the 
ſhould {WWpproach of our army, however they may be delighted with the 
mplicit Ibo w, inſpired them with more — though they are enforced 
ſuffered by the troops of Hanover. 

ple. be addition of theſe forces to the Britiſh army, has voi men- 
on, the WiWtioncd' as an inſtance of uncommon attention to the great cauſe of 
Rtily to WW wiverſal liberty, as a proof that no regard has been paid to private 
ite {iMWintereſt, and that all conſiderations are ſacrificed to public good. 
s in 2 hut * no ſervice can be ſo great but it may be overpaid; it is 


gether Wreceſlary that we may judge of the benefit, to inform us on what 


multi- IJ erms it has been obtained, and how well the act of ſucceſſion has 
f par- been obſeryed on this occaſion. | 


ations Though I am too well acquainted, my Lids; with the maxims 
of the E rbich prevail in the preſent age, and have had too much experience 
tence of the motiyes, by which the deciſions of the Senate are influenced, 
nt in Wits offer any motion of my on, yet theſe reaſons will withhold me 
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from concurring with this. I cannot but be of opinion, that the 
Nan ought to be poſtponed to another day, in ws the Houſe 
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e in the groſs ? or who can eee without long exa- 


| hope, my Lords, that ſhall not be charged with want of: can- 
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conduct of which we receive the benefits. But, my Lords, the ad- 
nartages muſt be ſeen or felt before they can be properly acknow-' 


Iated the enemies of the Queen of Hungary, whoſe intereſt we have 
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may be fuller, our deliberations be aſſiſted by the wiſdom and 
rience of more than thirty Lords, who are now abſent, and the fab. 
zects of enquiry, of which many are new and unexpected, may by 
more accurately conſidered; nor can [ prevail upon myſelf to retuy 
to general. declarations any other than general anſwers. 

Lord CarTERET anſwered in ſubſtance as follaws :— 

As there has ariſen no new queſtion, as his Majeſty in aſſiſting de 

Queen of Hungary, has only followed the. advice of the Senate, | 
am far from being able to diſcover, why any long deliberation thou 
be neceſſary to a concurrence with the motion now before us, 0 
whence any doubt can ariſe with regard to the effects of his Majeſty, 
meaſures ; effects which no man will deny, who will believe either 
his own eyes, or the teſtimony of others; effects, which every man 
who ſurveys the ſtate of Europe mult perceive, and which our friends 
and our enemies will equally confeſs. 

To theſe meaſures, which we are now to conſider, it muſt be 
aſcribed, that the French are no longer lords of Germany; that they 
no longer hold the princes of the empire in fubjection, lay provinces 
waſte at pleaſure, and ſell their friendſhip on their own terms. By 
theſe meaſures have the Dutch been delivered from their terrors, and 
encouraged to deliberate freely upon the. ſtate. of Europe, and pre- 
pare for the ſupport of the Pragmatic Sanction. But the common 
cauſe has been moſt evidently advanced by gaining the King of Pruſſa, 


by whoſe defection the balance of the war was turned, and at leaſt 


thirty thouſand men taken away from the ſcale of France. 

This, my Lords, was a change only to be effected by a patient 
expectation of opportunities, and a politic improvement of caſual ad- 
vantages, and by contriving methods. of reconciling. the intereſt 


Pruſſia with the friendſhip of the Queen of Hungary; for princes, 


like other men, are inclined to prefer their own-intereſt to all other 

motives, and to follow that ſcheme which ſhall promiſe moſt gain, 
That all this, my Lords, has been effected, cannot be denied; not 
can it be ſaid to have been effected by any other cauſes than the 
conduct of Britain: had this nation looked either with- cowardly de- 
ſpair, or negligent inactivity, on the riſing power of France and tie 
troubles of the continent; had the diſtribution of empire been left to 
chance, our thoughts confined wholly to commerce, and our pro- 
ſpects not extended beyond our own iſland, the liberties of Europe 
had been at an end, the French had eſtabliſhed themſelves in the ſe- 
| cure 
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cure 3 of univerſal Ct would henceforth have ſt 
mankind at defiance, 70 wantoned without fear in appratlion and 
jaſolence. 7 

Theſe, my Lords, are 8 of the meaſures — "Rl 
tis Majeſty, of which neither the reality nor the importance can be 
queſtioned, and therefore they. may doubtleſs be approved without 
— For ſurely, my Lords, the addition of the Hanoverian 
troops to the forces of our own nation can raiſe no ſeruples, nor be 
repreſented as any violation of the Act of Settlement. 

Of the meaning of that memorable act, I believe, I do not need 
uy information. I know it is provided, that this nation ſhall not 
he engaged in war in the quarrel of Hanoyer ; but I ſee no traces of 
z reciprocal obligation, nor can diſcover any clauſe, by which we 
xe forbidden to make uſe in our own cauſe of the alliance of Hano- 
ver, or by which the Hanoverians are forbidden to aſſiſt us. | 

] hope, my Lords, this repreſentation of the ſtate of our. tranſ- 
ations with Hanover, will not be charged with artifce or ſophiſtry. 
| know how invidious a taſk is undertaken by him who attempts to 
ſhew any connection between intereſts ſo generally thought oppoſite, 
and am ſupported in this apology only by the conſciouſneſs of integrity, 


| and the intrepidity of truth, 


The aſſiſtance of, Hanover, my Lords, was at this time apparently 
neceffary. Our own troops, joined with the Heſſians, compoſed a 
body too ſmall to make any efficacious oppoſition to the. deſigns of 
France ; but by the addition* of ſixteen thouſand men, became ſuſhi. 
ciently formidable to oblige her to employ. thoſe troops far the ſe- 
curity of her frontiers, with which ſhe intended to have overwhelmed 
Italy, and to have exalted another Spaniſh prince to a new kingdom. 
The Spaniards, deprived of this aſſiſtance, harraſſed by the Auſtrians 
vith perpetual alarms, and debarred by our fleet from the ſupplies 
which are provided for them in their own country, muſt-languiſh 
vith penury and hardſhips, being equally. cut off from ſuccour and 
from flight. 

Thus, my Lords, it is evident, that the true and everlaſting inte- 
relt of Britain has been ſteadily purſued ; that the meaſures” formed 
to promote it haye been not only prudent, but ſucceſsful, We did 
not engage ſooner in the quarrel, becauſe we were not able to form 
an army, ſufficiently powerful, An advantageous peace is only to be 


obtained by vigorgus preparations for war; nor is it to be expected 
that 
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that our enemies ſhbuld court our friendſhip, till they ſee that 
oppoſition is really formidable. Such, my Lords, is our preſent * 


Ws we may reaſonably hope that the French will deſiſt from their deſign =” ® : 
ql | becauſe they will have a confederacy to oppoſe, -more powerful than 3 
"dt that by which their immortal monarch was lately humbled ; and! Afr 
15 hope that conduct will always be applauded in this Houle which rople impe 
wi enables us to repreſs the arrogance of France. ever to be 
| 0 Lord WESTMORLAND then ſpoke to the following purport: xtinguiſhe 
1 My Lords, Though the warmth which the noble Lord has defends! 1 
4 the motion, and the confidence with which he aſſerts the propriey The ott 
is and efficacy of the meaſures to which it relates, are ſuch proofs d a ” 
"4 the ſtrength of his conviction as leave no room to doubt his fincerity, a 
14 yet as the ſame arguments do not operate upon different minds vit an bones 
14 the fame force, I hope I ſhall not be thought leſs ſincere, or 1:6" jul, _ 
oi ſtudious of the public happineſs, or the honour of the crown, though the ſagacit 
1 J preſume to differ from him. nes, er f 

| In the motion now before us, I cannot concur, becauſe, though it ere 
ſhould be allowed to contain a juſt repreſentation of foreign affairs And there! 

yet it appears to me to omit thoſe conſiderations which I think it he WiW* WL 5 

du uty of this Houſe to offer to his Majeſty. This nation is, in my E mw 

ince tt 


opinion, expoſed to enemies more formidable than the French ; nor 


do I think that we are at leiſure to defend the liberties of Cir Fl wore 
we have made ſome proviſions for the ſecurity of our own; orto 1 prople 
regulate the balance of power, till we haye reſtored our conſtitution litop be 1 
to its ancient equilibrium, « And | 
That there are flagrant proofs of the moſt enormous corruption 25 ne 
throughout the whole ſubordination of public offices ; that our pub- * 

| lic funds are only nurſeries of fraud, and that truſt of every kind is 6 de pre! 
only conſidered as an opportunity of plundering, appears evidently B out 
from the univerſal prevalence of luxury and extrauagance, from the "00 0 
ſudden affluence of private men, from the wanton riot of their tables man 
the regal ſplendour of their equipages, and the oſtentatious magnih- ah into t 
cence of their buildings. | PR 
It is evident likewiſe, that corruption is not confined to public . 
offices; that thoſe who have loſt their own integrity, have endea- 5 read | 
voured · to deſtroy the virtue of others; that attempts have been made 3 be © 
to ſubject the whole nation to the influence of corruption, and to i wi 


ſpread the contagion of ns from the higheſt to the loweſt claſſes 


of the people. 
1 
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ſt is therefore neceſſary, before we engage in the conſideration of 
reign affairs, to proſecute the enquiry which was begun in the laſt 
Kon, to trace wickedneſs to its ſource, and drag the authors of our 
"ries into the light. 

Theſe, my Lords, are the enquiries which the general voice of the 
xopfle importunately demands; theſe ate the petitions which ought 
derer to be rejected; ; all parties are now united, and all animoſities 
xinguiſhed ; nor is there any othar clamour than for enquirigh and 
puniſhment. x 

The other Houſe, my 4 hs been engaged in the laudable 
attempt to detect thoſe who have betrayed, or plundered, or corrupted 
their country; and ſurely we ought to have ſo much regard to our 
yn honour, as not to ſuffer them to toil alone in a deſign ſo popular, 
þ juſt, and ſo neceſſary, while we amuſe ourſelves with applauding 
the ſagacity of our miniſters, who, whatever they may hope them- 
res, or promiſe others, have not yet prevailed on any foreign power 
to concur with them, or to interpoſe in the affairs of the continent. 
And therefore I cannot conceal my ſuſpicion, that inſtead of furniſh- 

in any ſubject for panegyrics on our policy and caution, we are 
wow waſting our treaſures and our ſtrength in a romantic expedition. 

Since therefore, my Lords, our domeſtic evils ſeem to me moſt. 
langerous, I move, that in order to their ſpeedy remedy, and that 

the people may ſee we do not forget their immediate intereſt, this ad- 

dition be made to the motion now before us: 

„And humbly to aſſure his Majeſty, that we will apply our con- 

ſant and perſevering endeavours to calm and heal animoſities and 

Wions, unſeaſonable as they are at all times, and moſt pernicious 

nthe preſent junRure, which the true fatherly tenderneſs of his Ma- 

jeſly, out of the abundance of his conſtant care for the rights and 

lderties of his people, has ſo affeRionately at the cloſe of laſt ſeſſion 

recommended from the throne, by ſearching thoroughly and effectu- 
aly into the grounds, which are or may be aſſigned for public diſ- 
content, agreeably to the ancient rules and methods of Parliament.” 

This additional clauſe being delivered in writing to the Speaker, 
be read it to the Houſe, but ſaid that the noble Lord ſpoke fo low, 
bat he could not tell where he propoſed to have it inſerted, Lord 
WesTmoRLAND then directed him to read the motion, which done, 
is defired that his clauſe might be added at the end. 
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rope cannot be ſuppoſed to be wholly unknown in this Aſſembly, jet 
ſince the deciſion of the queſtion now before us, muſt depend upon 


his hereditary dominions, which he entailed upon his eldeſt daughter, 


238 22nd | Tore. 1748] 
Upon this Lord Raymond ſpoke as follows My Lords, . gong the ! 
addition which the noble Lord has offered to the Addreſs propor ight de P 
cannot, in my opinion, be properly admitted, as it has no relation ich any © 
the preceding clauſes, but is rather inconſiſtent with them. je concurre 
Nor do I think it only improper with regard to the other part a As 4 Was 

the motion, but unneceſſary in itſelf; ſince it has no reference to ij uſria, 25 
Majeſty's Speech, now under our conſideration ; fince it will facili oo => 

ere 


tate none of our enquiries, which may be carried on with equal Vigo 


without any ſuch unſeaſonable declaration of our deſign. [his was 1. 


If, therefore, the motion for the amendment be not withdrom, ge, __u 
ſhall move, that the firſt queſtion be firſt put. E 
1 ne 715 


[ The queſtion was then put with regard to the firſt . andit 


paſſed in the affirmative, without any diviſion.] opolals w. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
December 10, 1742. 


Motion in the ane of Supplies, for granting Pay for 16000 Hants 
verian en for the Kev _—_ laft paft. . 


Sir WILLIAU We ! the debate, and ſpoke in ſubſtance 
as follows :—Sir, Though the. general ſtate of the kingdoms of Eu- 


the conceptions which every man has formed with regard to the 
affairs on the continent, it will be neceſſary to exhibit them to view 
in a narrow compaſs, that nothing which may contribute to our in- 
formation may be overlooked or forgotten. | 

The late Emperor, for ſome time before his death, finding that 
there remained little hopes of male iſſue, and that his family would 
be conſequently in danger of loſing part of the honours and dignities 
which it had ſo long enjoyed, turned his thoughts to the ſecurity af 


to preſerve them from being broken into fragments, and divided 
among 


brei ant 240500 eee, 
rds, I, 
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gong the numerous pretenders to them; and that this ſettlement 
ight be preſerved from violation, employed all the opportunities 
tick any extraordinary conjunctures preſented to him of obtaining 
, concurrence and ratification of the neighbouring ſtates. 
As it was always the intereſt of this nation to fupport the Houſe of 
ütria, as a counterbalance to the power of France, it was eaſy to 
eure from us 2 ſolemn acceſſion to this important ſettlement; and 
therefore promiſed to ſupport it, whenever it ſhould be attacked. 
us was in reality only a promiſe to be watchful for our own advan- 
ze, and to hinder that increaſe of the F meh 3 which muſt 
:length be fatal to ourſelves. | 
The like engagements were propoſed to many other powers, which 
xopoſals were by moſt of them accepted, and among others by France, 
vn conſideration of a very large increaſe of her dominions; and it 
us hoped, that whatever might be determined by the Electors with 
pet to the imperial dignity, the hereditary dominions to the Houſe 
f Auſtria would remain in the ſame family, and that France would 
| hindered by her own r from diſturbing the peace of 
ke empire. 

But no ſooner did the death of the Eee give the enemies of 
te Houſe of Auſtria hopes of gratifying without danger their reſent- 
nent and ambition, than almoſt all the neighbouring princes began 
previve their pretenſions, and appeared reſolved to recover by force, 
int they alledged to have been only by force withheld from them, 
mics were raiſed on all ſides, invaſions either attempted or threat- 
ned from every quarter, and the whole world looked upon the 


drayy, | 


n, andit 


Ham. 


bſtance 


of Fi. Wiughter of Auſtria either with pity or with joy, as unable to make 
y, wi MF y ſtand: againſt the general confederacy, and under a neceſſity of 
d upon eling to the moſt oppreſſive terms, and purchaſing peace from ber 


demies at their own price. | 
t cannot be mentioned, without eat that this univerſal 
ombination was formed and conducted by the influence of the French, 
ho, after having agreed to the Pragmatic Sanction, omitted no en- 
eavours to promote the violation of it; and not only incited the 
ignbouring princes to aſſert their chin by promiſes of aſſiſtance, 
ut poured numerous armies into the empire, not only to procure 
y force, and without the leaſt regard to equity, an election in favour 
the Duke of Bavaria, but to aſſiſt him in the invaſion of the Au- 
lian dominions, of which the ſettlement had been ratified by their 
| concur- 
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concurrence, purchaſed at a price which might juſtly haye he 
thought too great, even though they had obſerved their Ripulation, 
The pleas which they advanced in vindication of their conduct, 
is not neceſſary to relate; ſince, however artfully they may be forme 
the common ſenſe of mankind muſt perceive them to be falſe, It i 
to no purpoſe, that they declare themſelves not to have receded fv 
their promiſe, becauſe they enter the empire only as auxiliaries, ay 
their troops act under the command of the Elector of Bavaria; fing 
he that furniſhes troops for the invaſion of thoſe territories which he 
is obliged to protect, may very juſtly be conſidered as an invader; 
he who aſſiſts a thief, partakes the guilt of theft. | 
All contracts, Sir, whether between ſtates or private perſons, 
to be underſtood according to the known intention of the two partis 
and I ſuppoſe it will not be pretended, by the moſt hardened advocate 
for the conduct of the French, that the late Emperor would have 
purchaſed, at ſo dear a rate, their acceſſion to the Pragmatic Sando, 
if he had ſuppoſed, that they ſtill thought themſelves at liberty to en- 
ploy all their treaſure and their force in aſſiſting others to violate it 
It is well known, that an unſucceſsful war, which the French at 
likewiſe ſuſpected of aſſiſting, had, a ſhort time before the death of 
the Emperor, weakened his forces, and exhauſted his revenues; and 
that therefore, when he was ſurprized by death, he left his family im- 
poveriſhed and defenceleſs; ſo that his daughter being without mone 
or armies, and preſſed by enemies on every fide of her dominivr 
was immediately reduced to ſuch diſtreſs as perhaps ſhe only was able 
to ſupport, and ſuch difficulties as no other would mare entertaine 
the leaſt hope of being able to ſurmount. 
In the firſt cruſh of her calamities, when ſhe was driven by th 


kingdom, it is not to be denied, that moſt of the guarantees of the 
Pragmatic Sanction ſtood at gaze, without attempting that reli 


which fhe inceſſantly called upon them to afford her; and which in- be pain 
deed they could deny upon no other pretence, than that they were con- WW ja... 
vinced it would be ineffectual, that her ruin was not to be prevented already 
and that ſhe muſt be ſwallowed by the deluge of war, which it ap- uſe, to r 
peared impoſſible to reſiſt or to divert. ſtria; a 


The Queen, however, determined to aſſert her 3 and to de- 
fend her dominions ; ; and therefore aſſembled her forces, and made 
ſuch oppoſitien, that ſome of her enemies finding the war, to which 


ans we { 
ie alread 
Vox. II. 


Dit. i, 1142.) HANOVERIAN TROOPS. 241 


me bene vere encouraged only by a belief. of the certainty of ſucceſs, 
lations, kely to become more hazardous than they expected, ſoon deſiſted 
onduct, om their claims, and conſented to peace upon moderate conditions; 
e ume the moſt formidable of her enemies, being alienated from the 
lle. It each by experience of their treachery, and perhaps intimidated 
eded fia the bravery of his enemies, was at laſt willing to become neutral, 

aries, 2 | to be ſatisfied with the recovery of bis own claims, without 


ria; ſings 
which he 
vader; 1 


ting the Elector of Bavaria. 

Thus far has this illuſtrious princeſs 7 ds _ in the LE” of 
| continent with very little aſſiſtance from her confederates ; but it 
uot be ſuppoſed, that theſe violent efforts have not exhauſted her 


ſons, aricth, or that ſhe muſt not be at length overpowered by the 
© parties vis which the F rench, enraged at .the diſappointment of their 
advocate bene, are ſending againſt her. She has an inconteſtible claim to 


uld haye 
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r aſiſtance, promiſed by the moſt ſolemn ſtipulations, and there» 
re not to be withheld upon any views of preſent advantage. The 
tence and magnanimity which ſhe has diſcovered, prove, that ſhe 
feryes to be ſupported upon the common principles of generoſity, 
lich would not ſuffer a brave man to look idly. upon a heroine 
weling with multitudes ; and the oppoſition which ſhe has been 
Je to make alone, ſhews that aſſiſtance will not be vain. 

Theſe conſiderations, though, ſince the Senate has determined to 
7 ſit her, they are not immediately neceſſary in a queſtion which re- 
minen es only to the manner in which that aſſiſtance ſhall be given, are 
an t not entirely uſeleſs; ; ſince they may contribute to overbalance 
ertained I! prejudices that may obſtruct the ſchemes which have been formed, 
dd quicken the endeavours of men who might be inclined to reject 


n by tee counſels to which any ſpecious objections ſhall be raiſed, or 
dom to BS | that time in deliberation, which ought to be employed in action. 
N "Y As the aſſiſtance of this diſtreſſed Princeſs has been already voted 
it I 


[the Senate, it is now no longer to be enquired, what advantages 
be gained to this nation by protecting her, or whether the benefits 
itory will be equivalent to the hazards of war? Theſe queſtions 
already determined. It has already appeared neceſſary to this 
vuſe, to reſtore the balance of power by preſerving the Houſe of 
lria; and the only queſtion, therefore, that remains is, by what | 


ans we ſhall endeavour to preſerve. it? and whether the means that 


already been uſed, deſerve our approbation. 3 | 5 
Vox. II. | R Among 
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Among the ſeveral ſchemes that were propoſed for this end, it x lacking! 
peared moſt proper to the miniſtry to form an army in the J queſts ; 
Countries, whence they might -be ready to march wherever te -cefity t! 
preſence might be required, and where they might be eaſily ſuppie yery « 
with neceffaries. This army was to be raiſed with expedition; t cops, wt 
affairs of the Queen of Hungary could admit of no delay; auxilz without {k 
troops were therefore tobe hired, and it appeared to them more pt og whon 
to hire the troops of Handver than of any other nation, | Nothing 
That the affairs of the Queen of Hungary would admit of no 4 aa the on! 
lay, and that therefore the army in the Low Countries was cited to 
ſpeedily to be formed, cannot be doubted by any one that compi vrmer tim 
her power with that of the nation againſt which ſhe was contendu f the prin 
a nation incited by a long train of ſucceſs to aſpire to univerſal u {it tin 
narchy; a nation which has long been aſſembling armies, and ace poney, or 
mulating treaſures, in order to give law to the reſt of the vol noaged in 
which had for many years ſtood againſt the united force of al be were 
bordering powers, and to which the Houſe of Auſtria is not equi ee then 
its full ſtrength, much leſs when its treaſures had been exhauſts hers it m 
and its troops deſtfoyed in an unfortunate war before the death e Cauſe u 
the Emperor; and when almoſt every part of its dominions od not 
threatened by a particular power, and the troops of each provi 7 means © 
were employed in the defence of their own towns; ſo that no grg dir, ami 
armies could be collected, becnaſe no place could be left with ieatly to a 
defenders. | | So which n. 
Such was the ſtate of the Auſtrian dominions, when the troops mediate! 
France broke in upon them; and in this ſtate it muſt readily be ne Mon: 
knowledged, that neither courage nor prudence could procure ſuce i onfdered 
that no ſtratagems could long divert, nor any reſiſtance repel ee fam. 
ſuperiority of power, and that therefore 'relief muſt be ſpeech, or own 8. 
8 efficacious. It was n 
That to bring the relief ati; we had promiſed, with expedia ge v 
ſufficient to procure any advantages to our ally, to preſerve her Þ ady to m 
vinces from being laid waſte, her towns from being ſtormed, ani ned in 
armies from being ruined ; to repreſs the confidence of the F rent 4 SR 
and recal them from Cages to the defence of their own territo:-:0.... ; 
it was apparently neceſſary to hire foreign troops; for to have 6 ritons in 
over all our own forces, had been to have tempted the French rench, t! 
age their deſign of invading the Auſtrian dominions, into chr ieſts, no 


< - —_ endine tn 
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lacking Britain, and attempting to add this kingdom to their other 
nqueſts ; to have raiſed new troops with expedition equal to the 
ecefity that demanded them, was either abſolutely impoſlible, or at 
aft very difficult; and when raiſed, they would have been only new 
oops, who, whatever might be their courage, would have been 
bitdout {kill in war, and would therefore have been diſtruſted by 
boſe whom they aſſiſted, and deſpiſed by thoſe whom they oppoſed. 
| Nothing therefore remained, but that auxiliaries ſhould be tried, 


nd, it a 
1 the Ly 
ever the 
ly ſuppl 
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t of no 4: the only queſtion then to be decided, was, what nation ſhould be 
was ce to ſupply us? Nor was this ſo difficult to be anſwered as in 
' compa Pner times, ſince there was not the uſual liberty of choice ; many 


ntendins 
verfal mi 
and acc 
the wor! 
of all f 
ot equal 
exhauſts 


e death 


f the princes who ſend their troops to fight for other powers, were 
+ that time either influenced by the promiſes, or bribed by the 
honey, or intimidated by the forces of France ; ſome of them were 
waged in ſchemes for enlarging their own, dominions, and there= 
re were unwilling to ſupply others with thoſe troops for which they 
were themſelves projecting employment; and, perhaps, of ſome 
thers it might reaſonably-be doubted, whether'they would not betray 
e cauſe which they ſhould be retained to ſupport, and whether they 


nions would not in ſecret wiſh the depreſſion of the Queen of Hungary, 
h proj 7 means of thoſe invaders whom they promiſed to reſiſt. 

t no I Sir, amidR all theſe conſiderations, which there was not time com- 
ft witho 


Jeatly to adjuſt, it was neceſſary to turn their eyes upon ſome power 
owhich none of theſe objections could be made; and therefore they 
mmediately fixed upon the Electorate of Hase as ſubject to the 
ame Monarch, and which, therefore, the troops might be properly 
onfidered as our national allies, whoſe intereſt and inclinations muſt 
e the ſame with our own, and whoſe fidelity might be warranted by 
ur own Sovereign. 

It was no ſmall advantage that the contract for theſe troops could | 
e made without the delay of tedious negotiations; that they were 
ady to march upon the firſt notice, and that they had been long 
arned in the exacteſt diſcipline. | 
The concurrence of all theſe circumſtances, eaſily determined c our 


e troops 
dily be; 


tre ſucce 


rriton 

10 | liniſters in their choice, and the troops were ordered to join the 
ave k 

g | ritons in the low countries; a ſtep which ſo much alarmed the 
enc 

: * rench, that they no longer endeavoured to puſh forward their con- 

nto 


Iieſts, nor appeared to entertain any other deſign than that of de- 
ending themſelves, and returning in ſafety to their own country. | 
R 2 Such - 


atta 
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Such was the conduct of our miniſtry, ſuch were their motiy, 
and ſuch has been their ſucceſs; nor do I doubt but* this Houſe y 
upon the moſt rigorons examination, find reaſon to approve hy 
their integrity and prudence. Of their integrity they could give 
greater proof, than their confidence of the agreement of this Hqy 
to meaſures which, though conformable in general to our ret, 
tions, were not particularly communicated to us; becaule, indeed, 
could not be done without loſs of time, which it was neceſſat 
improve with the utmoſt diligence, and a diſcovery of thoſe ki 
which ought only to be known by the enemy after they were 
cuted. Of their prudence, their ſucceſs is a ſufficient evidence; 
therefore I cannot doubt but Gentlemen will give a ſanction to thy 
conduct, by providing, according to the eſtimates before the Con 
mittee, for the ſupport of troops, which have been found of { 
great uſe. 
Lord PowLETT roſe up next, and ſpoke to the effect following 
 — Sir, The Honourable Gentleman has with ſo much clearneſs aq 
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« elegance diſplayed the ſtate of Europe, explained the necelity ri intrig. 
hiring foreign troops, and ſhewed the reaſons for which the troops Miherity, as 
Hanover were preferred to thoſe of any other nation, that I belnfWheir ill pot 


it not to be of any uſe to urge other arguments than thoſe which h 
has produced, 

As therefore it is ;ndifputably neceſſary to hire troops, and no 
can be hired which can be ſo ſafely truſted as thoſe of Hanover, 
cannot but agree with the Right Honourable Gentleman, that th 
meaſure of his Majeſty ought to be ſupported. | 


Next to 
reign aff 
Ine poſttiv! 
ain that ot 
ifs to c 
d underſt; 


Sir JOHN ST. Aug then ſpoke as follows —Sir, It is wit of. oh 346 
greateſt difficulties that I riſe up to give you this trouble, and pa bereſt is 
cularly after the Honourable Gentleman with whom I am ſo wilMhexciavle 
unequal to contend. But when my aflent is required to a propolito Wt there 
ſo big with miſchiefs, of ſo alarming a nature to this country, Menunent, 
which I think, notwithſtanding what the Honourable Gentlem rns is th 
has moſt ingeniouſly ſaid, muſt determine from this very day, Wntereſt of 


deſerves the character and appellation of a Briton, I hope you wi 
forgive me, if I take this laſt opportunity which perhaps I may ele 
have of ſpeaking with the freedom of a Briton in this Aſſembly. 

I am not able to follow the Honourable Gentleman in any ren 
ments of reaſon upon our foreign affairs; I have not ſubtilty enoig 


to co it, nor is it in my way as a private country Gentleman. Be 
| | thoug 
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r motiyg kough country Gentlemen have not that ſagacity in buſineſs, and, 

ant af proper lights being afforded us, the penetration of mi- 
thu dae ers into public affairs; yet give me leave to ſay, they have one 
a of ſenſe which miniſters of ſtate ſeldom have, and at this time 
thi Hou is of ſo acute a nature, that it muſt overthrow the arguments of 
ur rel. noſt refined adminiſtration; this is the ſenſe of feeling the 
yerlel diſtreſſes of their country, the utter incapacity it now lies 
{er of ſuſtaining the heavy burdens that are impoſing upon it. 


road; for if you proceed without a ſufficient degree of that, your 
m to theft cxt will be certain and ſhameful, and may in the end prove dan- 
bros. Without this firſt, this neceſſary principle, whatever may 
and of e the machinations, the viſionary ſchemes of miniſters, whatever 
dlourings they may heighten them with, to miſlead our imagina- 
ons, they will prove in the end for no other purpoſe, but to preci- 
tate this nation, by empty captivating ſounds, into the private views 


ecelity if pd intrigues of ſome men, ſo low, perhaps, in reputation and au- 
troops of ority, as to be abandoned to the deſperate neceſſity of founding 
bel r i poſſeſſed precarious power upon the ruins of this country. 

which k Next to the conſideration of our inward domeſtic ſtrength, what 


reign affiſtances have we to juſtify this meaſure? Are we ſure of 
he poſitive active ally in the world? Nay, are not we morally cer- 


ies to co-operate with us? One need not be deep read in politics 
o underſtand, that when one ſtate ſeparates itſelf from another, to 
ſich it is naturally allied, it muſt be for this plain reaſon, that the 
ntereſt is deſertet which is in common to them both. And it is an 
variable rule in this country, a rule never to be departed from, 
hat there can no cauſe exiſt in which we ought to engage on the 
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This is the teſt, the certain mark, by which I ſhall judge, that the 
ntereſt of this country is not at preſent the object in purſuit. 

ls any man then wild enough to imagine, that the acceſſion of 
teen thouſand Hanoverian mercenaries will compenſate for the loſs 
i this natural ally? No; but it is faid that this indicates ſuch a 
mneſs and reſolution within ourſelves, that it will induce them 
come in. Sir, if they had any real proofs. of our firmneſs 


burſued, I dare by they would not long heſitate. But they look 
R 3 with 


This I take to be the firſt, the great object of this day's debate. 
infider well your ſtrength at home, before you entangle yourſelves 


kin that our neareſt, moſt natural ally, diſavows the proceeding, and 
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Jntinent, without the aid and aſſiſtance of that neighbouring ftate, 


nd reſolution, that the intereſt of this country was to be 
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Vith a jealous eye upon this meaſure, they conſider it a J al 
e 0 your weakneſs, becauſe it is contrary to the gs g = ri 
pirit of this countr n | 
ee o | and may therefore leſſen his Majeſty in hut, - 
They have for ſome years paſt looked upon a Britiſh parliam - a 
the corr upt engine of adminiſtration, to exhauſt the riches, a 2 * 
pair the ſtrength of this country. They have heard it talk 1 J . a 
indeed of the Houſe of Aultria, when it was in your power t r. re 
raiſed her to that ſtate, in which ſhe was properly to be co * 3 
as the ſupport of the balance of Europe, if timid Cl ** f t 
— 4 jog and our. naval PER had properly interpoſed . k . 
ance. | | 
rhitrary pi 
7 were e an joke upon this W and with the; joy oi * 
ket; pt - rilighs ave done it, reſenting your injuries, braveh don't ſuſ 
_ " g the power, that you: might reſtore. the authority of aldiery are 
Pur ernment, demanding conſtitutional ſecurities, appointing q ercourſe I 
r for inquiry and juſtice. Sir, the * ecome a 
ce = inquiry ſuppreſſed, and juſtice diſappointed. In this ſitua ur libertic 
ton, what expectations can we form of their acceſſion to us; talking His Ma 


erceive t 
But as he 
onate 101 
ſenſation c 
more eal1, 
that thoſe 


bigly indeed of vindicating foreign rights, but ſo weak and i 

at home, as not to be able to recover our own privileges? "I 

But this meaſure is ſaid to be undertaken in conſequence of th 

advice of parliament.— There has been great ſtreſs laid upon tis 
5 It has been loudly proclaimed from the Throne, echoed vo ava 

from hence, and the whole nation is to be ad with an erin 
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that upon this meaſure, the fate of the Houſe of Auftria, the balance bis royal 
w_ liberties of Europe, the ſalvation of this country, Fn that they 
| . ee the recommendation of parliament, ot country, 
the interval bee 5 eren miniſter, hatched i be 
» * 155 6G * ent, under the wings of prerogative ; dari an expreſs 
of his 8 e, W Houle, as the neceſlary mean muſt thoſ 
1 e le on! he object indeed might be recommended, principles 
"i HIP | * 6 3 is undertaken to attain it, that meaſure Judices ? 
> 1 « wn 3 for it is equally culpable to purſue a good their cou 
5 d by bad meaſures, as it is a bad end by thoſe that are honeſt. iſconſtr 
| But as to the Addreſs, I wiſh Gentleme h 

| EEE which | FI SIS would a little conſider e thi 
N 5 * produced it. Sir, it proceeded from the warnti dir, W 
of expectation, the exultation of our hearts, immediately after, and vhich w 
ment, 


with the far: ; 
uh ve breath that you eſtabliſhed your Committee of Ins 
4 and it is no ſorced conſtruction to lay, that it carries this 
teſtimon 
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genius u ies were reciprocal terms. 

eſty in M But, Sir, 1 muſt own for my part, was the 0 never ſo 
1 gent, Hanoverian auxiliaries are the laſt that I would vote into 


itim pay; not upon the conſideration only, that we ought other- 
iſe to expect their aſſiſtance, and that we ſhould rather make ſure 


liament: 
S, and im 


alk loud others that might be engaged againſt us; but from this melan- 
er to H apprehenſion, that adminiſtrations will for ever have fagacity 
confidered:ovgh to find out ſuch pretences, that we may find it difficult to 


ret rid of them again. | 

Beſides, the Elector of Hanover, as Elector of 8 is an 
hitrary prince; his electoral army is the inſtrument of that power; 
s King of Great-Britain he is a reſtrained Monarch, . And though 
don't ſuſpe& his Majeſty, and I dare ſay the hearts of the Britiſh 
diery are as yet free and untainted, yet I fear that too long an in- 
rrcourſe may beget a dangerous familiarity, and they may hereafter 


es had ng 
led to hey 


the Joy nf 
3- braveh 
hority of 
Olnting 4 
hey now 
his ſitus 
; talking 
impoten 


ur liberties. 


His Majeſty, if he was rightly informed, I dare ſay would ſoon 
erceive the danger of the propoſition which is now before you. 
But as he has every other virtue, he has undoubtedly a moſt paſ- 


e of thefſonate love for his native country, a paſſion which a man of any 
n this-ſerotion can hardly diveſt himſelf of; and, Sir, it is a paſſion the 
ck aozinmore cafily to be flattered, becauſe it ariſes from virtue. I wiſh 


that thoſe who have the honour to be of his councils, would imitate 
lis royal example, and ſhew a paſſion for their native country too; 
tiat they would faithfully ſtand forth and ſay, that, as King of this 
country, whatever intereſts may interfere with it, this country is to 
be bis firſt, his principal care; that in the act of ſettlement this i is 
a expreſs condition. But what fuggiſh ſenſations, what foul hearts 
mult thoſe men have, who, inſtead of conducting his Majeſty's right 


opinion 
balance 


nent, ot 
ched in 


daring 


means 


zendechſbrinciples, addreſs themſelves to his paſſions, and miſguide his pre- 
neaſu i ludices? making a voluntary overture of the rights and privileges of 
a golf 'oeir country, to obtain favour, and ſecure themſelves in power; 


onfidet 


miſconſtruing that as a ſecondary conſideration, which in their own 
hearts they know to be the firſt, 


varmti Sir, we have already loſt many of thoſe benefits and reſtrictions 
r, and vbich were obtained for us by the revolution, and the act of ſettle- 
of In- ent. For God's ſake, let us proceed no farther. But if we are 


s this 
mon / 


KA thus 


limony along with it, that national ſecurities and granting ſup-, 


come a joint inſtrument, Unger a leſs gracious prince, to iovade. 
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248 et ot: Lorc. 10 
thus to go on, and if, to procure the grace and favour of the Crop 
this is to become the flattering meaſure of every n adm 
niſtration, this country is undone ! | 

Mr. BLabe then roſe up, and ſpoke to the following purport: 
Sir, If zeal were any ſecurity againſt error, I ſhould not willingly 
oppoſe the Honourable Gentleman who has now declared his v. 
ments; and declared them with ſuch ardour, as can hardly be pr 
duced but by ſincerity ; and of whom therefore it cannot be'doubte 
that he has delivered his real opinion; that he fears from the meaſure 
which he cenſures, very great calamities ; that he thinks the publi 
tranquillity in danger; and believes that his duty to his cc 
obliged him to ſpeak on this occaſion with unuſual vehemence, 

But I am too well acquainted with his candor to imagine, that 
expects his aſſertions to be any farther regarded than they convince; 


or that he deſires to debar others from the ſame freedom of reaſon But if 
which he has himſelf uſed. I ſhall therefore proceed to eximitel ned, or 
his opinion, and to ſhew the reaſons by which I am "LO toll (he Quee! 
difter from him. jerians W 
The arguments upon which he has chiefly inſiſted, are the danger foreigners 
of hiring the troops of Hanover in any circumſtances, and the im- which I f 
propriety of hiring them now without the previous approbation of The 0 
the Senate, | | proper to 

The danger of taking into our pay the bein of Hanover, the WM vious apy: 
contrariety of this conduct to the act of ſettlement, and the in- in his op 
fraction of our natural privileges, and the violation of our liberties WW ubitrary 
which is threatened by it, have been aſſerted in very ſtrong terms, taprice, 
but I think not proved with proportionate force ; for we have heard WW temmen 
no regular deduction of conſequences by which this danger might But th 
be ſhewn, nor have been informed, how the engagement of ſixteen Wl duced ; | 
thouſand Hanoyerians to ſerve us againſt France for the enſuing Wi cate thei 
year, can be conſidered as more deſtructiye to our liberties than of feated b 
any other forces. that whe 

It is indeed inſinuated, that this conduct will furniſn a dangerous WW tte Sena 
precedent of preference granted to Hanover above other nations; and Wl be done. 
that this preference may gradually be advanced, till in time Hanover Wi truſt, at 
may by a ſervile miniſtry be preferred to Britain itſelf, and that there- It is 
fore all ſuch partiality ought to be cruſhed in the beginning, and its WW Hungar 
authors purſued with ir dignation and abhorrence. execute 


That i for t 
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he Crow 
live adnj 


nn to prefer the intereſt of Hanover to that of Britain would be 
very bigh degree criminal in a Britiſh miniſtry, I believe no 
un in this Houſe will go about to deny; but if no better proof can 


purport: be amt that ſuch preference is intended than the contract which 
t willing ee are now deſired to ratify, it may be with reaſon hoped, that ſuch 

| his ſen; WM rocious treachery is yet at a great diſtance z for how does the hire of 
ly be p tcroverian troops ſhew any preference of Hanover to Britain ? 

e doubted The troops of Hanover are not hired by the miniftry as braver or 


nore {kilful than thoſe of our own country; they are not hired to 
onmand or to inſtru, but to aſſiſt us; nor can I diſcover, ſup- 
pling it poffible to have raiſed with equal expedition the ſame 
number of forces in our own country, how the miniſtry can be 
targed with preferring the Hanoverians by expoſing them to 2 


* meaſure 
the publi 
8 cou 


onvince id fatigue. 
of reaſon But if it be confeſſed, that ſuch numbers would not poſſibly be 
examine med, or, at leaſt, not poſſibly diſciplined with the expedition that 


duced to ge Queen of Hungary required, it will be found, that the Hano- 
ietians were at moſt not preferred to our own nation but to other 
e danger fteioners, and for ſuch preference reaſons have been already given 
the im. stich I ſhall efteem concluſive, till I hear them confuted. 
ation of The other objection on which the Hon. Gentleman' thought it 
| proper to inſiſt, was the neglect of demanding from the Senate a pre- 
ver, the WW vious approbation of the contract which is now before us; a negleR, 
the in. in bis opinion, ſo criminal, that the miniſtry cannot be acquitted of 
liberties arbitrary government, of ſquandering the public money by their own 
terms, BN caprice, and of mme to themſelves the whole power of So- 
e heard WW dernment. 
migbt But the proof of this enormous uſurpation has not yet veek pro- 
ſixteen duced; for it does not yet appear, that there was time to communi- 
-nſuing I cate their deſigns to the Senate, or that they would not have been de- 
than of WW feated by communication ; 'and therefore it is yet not evident, but 
that when they are cenſured for not having laid their ſcheme before 
tie Senate, they are condemned for omitting what was not poſſibly to 
be done, or what could not have been done, without betraying their 
truſt, and injuring their country. 
It is allowed, that the Senate had reſolved to aſſiſt the Queen of 
Hungary, and therefore nothing remained for the miniſters but to 
fxcute with their utmoſt addreſs the reſolution that had been formed; 


i for the proſecution of this deſign they ſhould be found to have 
erred 


gerous 
;; and 
mover 
there» 
nd its 


That 


erred in their choice of means, their miſtakes, unleſs ſome ill lage 
may juſtly be ſuſpected, are to be imputed to the frailty of human 
nature, and rather to be pitied, and relieved as n than 
puniſhed as crimes. 

But I doubt not, that in the courſe of our dekberations, we ſhal 
find reaſon for concluding. that they have acted not only with fidelity 
but prudence ; that they have choſen the means by which the . 
end which the Senate propoſed, the ſuccour of the Queen of Hun. 
gary, and conſequently the re- eſtabliſnment of the balance of poher 
will be moſt eaſily attained, and that they have taken into the pay of 
this nation thoſe troops which may be truſted with the greateſt fecy. 
zity, as they have the ſame Prince, and the ſame intereſt. _ 

But the Hon. Gentleman appears inclined to advance a new 
doctrine, and to inſinuate, that when any vote is paſſed by the Senate 
the miniſters are to ſuppoſe ſome conditions which are to be obſerved 
though they were never mentioned, and without which the voice of 
the Senate is an empty ſound. In purſuance of this ſuppoſition, he 
Calls upon us to recollect the time and circumſtances in which this 
vote was paſſed; he reminds us, that the conceſſion was made ing 
ſudden exultation of our hearts, in the raptures of triumph, and amidf 
the ſhouts of conqueſt, when every man was forming expectations 
which have never been gratified, and planning ſchemes which could 
neyer be perfected. | i 
_ He ſeems therefore to think, that our miniſters infidiouſly took al 
vantage of our intoxication, and betrayed us in a fit of thoughts 
Jollity to a promiſe, which when made, we hardly underſtood, and] 
which we may therefore now retract. He concludes, that the con- 
ceſſion which might then eſcape us ought not to have been ſnatched 
by our miniſters, and made the foundation of their conduct, becaule 
they knew it was made upon falſe ſuppoſitions, and in proſpect of a 
recompence that never would be granted. 

I hope there is no neceflity for declaring, that this reaſoning cannot 
ſafely be admitted, ſince if the vote of the Senate be not a ſufficient 
warrant for any meaſure, no man can undertake the adminiſtration 
of our affairs, and that government which no man will venture to 
ſerve muſt be quickly at an end. 

For my part, I know not how the nation or the Senate has bee? 
diſappointed of any juſt expectations, nor can I conceive that any ſuch 


diſappointments vacate their votes or annul their reſolutions, and thete- 
f fore 
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ill deſigns bel cannot but think the miniſtry ſufficiently juſtified, if they can 
f human ey that they have not deviated from them. 


Lord QUARENDON ſpoke next to the effect following DOUG I am 
bar from thinking that the paſt conduct or the preſent propoſals of 
ge miniſtry deſerve approbation, that, in my opinion, all the argu- 
nts which have been produced in their favour are apparently fal- 
cious, and even the poſitions on which they are founded, and which 
aid down as uncontrovertible, are generally falſe. 


nes, thay 


we ſul 
th hdelity 
the great 
of Hun. 


we | 


of poyer it is firſt aſſerted, that we are indiſpenſably obliged to aſſiſt the 
he pay of Queen of Hungary againſt France, and to ſupport her in the poſ- 
eſt ren Menon of the hereditary dominions of the Auftrian Houſe, and from 


tence is precipitately inferred the neceſſity of aſſembling armies, and 
ling mercenaries, of exhauſting our nn and heaping new 
hurthens upon the public. 

That we concurred with other powers in e to ſupport the 
Paematic Sanction is not to be denied, nor do J intend to inſinuate, 
kat the faith of treaties ought not ſtrictly to be kept ; but we are not 
dige to perform more than we promiſed, or take upon ourſelves 
the burthen which was to be ſupported by the united ſtrength of many 
wtentates, and of which we only engaged to bear a certain part. 
We ought undoubtedly to furniſh the troops which we promiſed, and 
ought to have ſent' them, when they were firſt demanded ; but there is 
no neceſſity that we ſhould fupply the deficiencies of every other 
wer, and that we ſhould determine to ſtand alone in defence of the 
gude Praematic Sanction; that we ſhould by romantic generoſity-impoveriſh 
od, anden country, and entail upon remoteſt ' poſterity poverty and taxes. 
he con. We ought to be honeſt at all events, we are at liberty likewiſe to be 
natched WWecnerous at our own expence, but I think we have hardly a right to 
becaule Whol of our liberality, when we contract dehts for the advantage of 
Ct of te Houſe of Auſtria, and leave them to be paid by the n or 

tugality of ſucceeding ages. 
cannot lt is therefore at leaſt dubious, whether we ought to hazard more 
ufficien lan we promiſed in defence of the Houle of Auſtria ; and conſequently 
ſtration WY the firſt propoſition of thoſe who have undertaken the defence of the 
ture to miniſtry requires to be better eſtabliſhed, before it becomes the baſis 
Wan argument. | 
as been BN | But though it be allowed, that we ought to exceed our ſtipulstions, 
ny ſuc? A d engage more deeply in this cauſe than we have promiſed, I cannot 
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fand Hanoverians ought to be hired, Why were not our troops f 


which have been ſo long maintained at home only for oppreſſion 1 
ſhow ? Why have they not at laſt been ſhewn the uſe of #4 


weapons which they have fo long carried, and the advantages of th; 
exerciſe which they have been taught to perform with fo much 23 
dreſs ? Why have they not at length been ſhewn for what they haq4 


long received their pay, and informed, that the duty of a folder 


not wholly performed by ſtrutting at a review? 

I it be urged, that ſo great a number could not be ſent out of f 
kingdom without expoſing it to inſults and irruptions, let it bs n 
membered how ſmall a force was found ſufficient for the defence 9 


the kingdom in the late war, when the French were maſters of x 


fleet which diſputed for many years the empire of the ſea ; and it wi 
appear, whether it ought to be imputed to prudence or to cowardice, 
that our thinifters cannot now think the nation ſafe without chrite the 
number, though our fleets cover the ocean, and fteer from one coaſt 
to another without an enemy. 

- But to ſhew more fully the infuſfieiency of the vindication which 
has been attempted, and prove, that no conceſſion will enable the 
miniſtry to defend their ſchemes, even this aſſertion ſhall be admitted, 
We will allow for the preſent, that it is neceſſary to garriſon an iſland 
with numerous forces againſt an enemy that has no fleet. I will grant 
that invaders may be conveyed through the air, and that the formida- 
ble, the deteſtable Pretender may by. ſome ſubterraneous paſſaze 
enter this kingdom, and ſtart on a ſudden into the Throne, Yet 
will not all this liberality avail our miniſters, ſince it may be objedted, 
that new forces might eaſily have been raifed, and our own iſland 
have been at once defended, and the Queen of 8 aſſiſted by 
our native troops. 

Since the ene of expedition is urged, it may reaſonably be en- 
quired, what it was that appeared ſo immediately neceſſary, or whit 
has been brought to paſs by this wonderful expedition? Was it re- 
ceſſary to form an army to do nothing? Could not an expedition in 
which nothing was performed, in which nothing was attempted, hate 
been delayed for a ſhort time, and might not the Queen of Hunger 


haue been preſerved equally, whether the troops of her allies ſlept 2nd 


fattened in her country or their own? 
Nothing ſurely can be more ridiculous than to expatiate upon the 
neceſſity of raiſing with expedition an uſeleſs body of forces, which 
| | has 
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troops dg. only been a burthen to the country in which it has been ſtationed, 
feffon zu Ind for which pay is now demanded, though they have neither ſeen 
ſe of wol fiege nor a battle; though they have made no attempt themſelves, 
768 of tha or hindered any that might have been made by the enemy. 


To make this plea yet more contemptible, we are informed, that if 


much 29 
hey mw © had raiſed an army of our countrymen, they would have been un- 
ſoldier ffcquainted with arms and diſcipline, and therefore they could not 


indeed I cannot underſtand, having never found, that the Britons 
needed any documents: or rules to enable them to eat and drink at the 


zerform any of the wonders that may be aſcribed to our new auxili- 


nd it ui ies; and therefore I cannot but think, that all the actions of the 
Watdice wur months for which thofe forces expect to be paid, might have 


been brought to paſs by new'raiſed Britons, who might in the mean 
time have learned their exercife, and have been made equal to any 
other ſoldiers that had never ſeen a battle. 


why thoſe of Hanover were choſen, ſince it appears to me, that by 
tiring out his troops to Britain, our monarch only weakens one hand 
to ſtrengthen the other. It might be expected, that he ſhould have 
employed theſe troops againſt France without hire, {ince he is nat 


is elector of Hanover, than as King of Britain. 

Since therefore the troops of Hanoyer were hired, ado the 
conſent of the Senate, they have hitherto performed nothing; and 
nee it is reafonable to expect, that without being paid by Britain they 
vill e employed againſt the French, I think it expedient to diſcharge 
them from our ſervice, and to delay the pay which is required for the 
ht four months, till it ſhall appear how they have deſerved it. 

Mr. Fox then roſe and ſpoke to the following purport :;—9vir, 
Though the obſervations of the Right Hon. Gentleman muſt he 
Wowed to be ingenious, and though the eloquence with which he 
has delivered them, naturally excites attention and regard, yet I am, 
obliged to declare, that I have received rather pleaſure than con- 
vittion from his oratory ; and that while I applaud his imagination and 
is diction, I cannot but conclude, that they have been employed in 

I hall 


3 


bye done what has been done by theſe far- famed Hanoverians, This 


pence of others, to baſk in the ſun, or to loiter in the ſtreet, or 
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But if foreign troops were neceſſary, I am ſtill at loſs to find out 
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1 ſhall not indeed attempt to confute every aſſertion which [ thin 
falſe, or detect the fallacy of every argument which appears to 
ſophiſtical, but ſhall" leave to others the province of ſhewing 
neceſſity of engaging in the war on the continent, of employing! 
large force for the preſervation of the Houſe of "Auſtria, and of fom 
ing that army with the utmoſt expedition, and of taking auxilizig 
into our pay, and .confine myſelf to this fingle queſtion, whethe 
ſuppoſing auxiliaries e it was not prudent to hire os troop 
of Hanover? | 

Nothing can be, in my opinion, more apparent, than that if the 
neceſſity of hiring troops be allowed, which ſurely cannot be que 
tioned, the troops of Hanover are to be choſen before any other, an 
that the miniſtry conſulted in their reſolutions the "_ intereſt of the 
country, as well as that of our ally. 

The'great argument which has in all ages been uſed againſt mer 
cenary troops, is the ſuſpicion which may juſtly be entertained of thei 
fidelity. Mercenaries, it is obſerved, fight only for pay, without an 
affection for the maſter whom they ſerve, without any zeal for the 
cauſe which they eſpouſe, and without any proſpect of advantagg 
from ſucceſs, more than empty praiſes, or the plunder of the fill 
and therefore have no motives to incite them againſt danger, nc 
any hopes to ſupport them in fatigues ; that they can loſe nothing by 
flight, but plunder, nor by treachery, but honour ; and that ther 
fore they have nothing to throw into the balance againſt the love d 

life, or the temptations of a bribe, and will never be able to fanl 
- againſt men that fight for their native country under the commando 
Generals whom they eſteem and love, and whom they cannot deſert 
or diſobey, without expoting themſelves to aa TO or to 
capital puniſhment. + 
Theſe arguments have eſo been of great force, and therefor 
that nation whoſe defence has been entruſted to forei eners, has always 
been thought in danger of ruin. Yet there have been conjunctum 
in which almoſt every fate has been obliged to rely upon mercenaties 
and in compliance with immediate neceſſity, to depend upon the 
fidelity of thoſe who had no particular intereſt in ſupporting then. 
But with much greater reaſon may we truſt the ſucceſs of the preſent 
war, in ſome degree, to the troops of Hanover, as they are perhaps 
the only foreign forces againſt which the arguments already recited 
r | als 
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ue of no force. They are foreigners, indeed, as they are born in 
mother country, and governed by laws different from ours; but they 
ire the ſubjects of the ſame prince, and therefore naturally fight under 
the ſame command; they have the ſame intereſt with ourſelves in the 
preſent conteſt, they have the fame hopes and the ſame fears, they 
commend themſelves equally to their Sovereign by their bravery, 
ind can neither diſcover cowardice nor treachery, without ſuffering 
{the puniſhment that can be feared by our native troops, fince their 

conduct muſt be cenſured by the ſame prince, of whoſe approbation 
they are equally ambitious, and of whoſe diſpleaſure they are equally 


raid, 


would be reaſon to fear, that either for larger pay, or upon any caſual 
pute that might ariſe, they might be withdrawn from our ſervice 
when they were moſt needed, or transferred to the enemy at a time 
when his diſtreſs might compel him to offer high terms, and when 
therefore there was a near proſpect of an advantageous peace. But 
of the troops of Hanover no ſuch ſuſpicion can be formed, ſince they 
cannot engage againſt us without rebelling againſt their prince; for 
it cannot be imagined, that his Majeſty will fight on one fide as 
Hector of Hanover, and on the other as King of Britain; or that he 
will obſtruct the ſucceſs of his own arms, by furniſhing the FRY of 
Hanover to the enemies of this kingdom. 

It therefore appears very evident, that we have more to hope and 
|:{s to fear from the troops of Hanover, than from any other; ſince 
they have the ſame reaſon with ourſelves to defire the ſucceſs of the 
Geen of Hungary, and to dread the increaſing greatneſs of the 
French; and that they can be ſuſpected neither of treachery nor de- 
fertion, It is not very conſiſtent with that candour with which every 
man ought to diſpute on public affairs, to cenfure thoſe meaſures 
wich have been propoſed, without propoſing others that are more 


elgible; for it is the duty of every man to promote the buſineſs of 
tie public; nor do I know why he that employs his ſagacity only 


to obſtruct it, ſhould 1 ine that he is of any uſe in the national 
council. 


doubt not but J ſhall hear many objections againſt the uſe of theſe 


troops, and that upon this queſtion, virulence and ridicule will be 


equally employed. But for my part, I ſhall be little affected either 


Fith the laughter that may be raiſed by ſome, or the indignation that 


may 
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As to the troops which any neutral prince might furniſh, 4 | 
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may be expreſſed by others, but ſhall vote for the continuance «f 
theſe meaſures till better ſhall be propoſed; and ſhall think, that d 


troops ought to be retained, unleſs it can be ſhewn, that any Other err; and 
may be had, who may be leſs dangerous, c or of greater uſe. || ſervice 

Mr. PrtT then roſe up, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows 5; Wl The ad 
If the Honourable Gentleman determines. to abandon his prefer of t 
ſentiments as ſoon as any better meaſures. are propoſed, I cannot dul ervatic 


E the cl 
night per 
ps if the) 
France WA 
world wo 
monarchy 
French de 
he conque 
ble, and 
utions 
dey dwe 


vn exact 


believe, that the miniftry will very quickly be deprived of one of thei 
ableſt defenders ; for I think the meaſures which have hitherto hee 
purſued ſo weak and pernicious, that ſcarcely any alteration can ö 
propoſed, that will not be for the advantage of the nation. | 
He has already been informed, that there was no neceſlity of hiring 
auxiliary troops, ſince it does not yet appear, that either juſtice d 
policy required us to engage in the quarrels of the continent, that 
there was any need of forming an army in the Low Countries, g 
that, in order to form-an army, auxiliaries were neceſſary. 
But not to dwell upon diſputable queſtions, I think it may be juſt 
concluded, that the meaſures of our miniſtry have been ill concerted 
becauſe it is undoubtedly wrong to ſquander the public money without 


effect, and to pay armies only to be a ſhow to our . aud a jel Nen ligne 
to our enemies. he public 
The troops of Hanover, whom we are now edel to pay, Iba y 
marched into the Low Countries, indeed, and ſtill remain in the ugh ex 
fame place; they marched to the place moſt diſtant. from enemicy 7 
hou 2 


leaſt in danger of an attack, and moſt ſtrongly fortified, if any attack 
had been deſigned ; nor have any claim to be paid, but that the 
left their own country for a place of greater ſecurity. 
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| It is always reaſonable to judge of the future by the paſt; and ther · e ſuppor 
fore it is reaſonable to conclude, that the ſervices of theſe troops ent emba1 

ü will not, next year, be of equal importance with that for which the But fur 

| - are now to be paid; 3 and I ſhall not be ſurprized, though the oppo- bons, we 
4 nents of the miniſtry ſhould be challenged, after ſuch another gloriow Nis; at 
I h campaign, to propoſe better men, and ſhould be told, that the money i duct a 
| | k of this nation cannot be more properly employed than in hiring onhr med 
| | Hanoverians to eat and ſleep. | Wiſe of H. 

| : But to prove yet more particularly, that . meaſures may be Ne oblig⸗ 
| taken, and that more uſeful troops may be retained, and: that there- j ſoreig 

| fore the Honqurable Gentleman may be expected to quit thoſe i 1 of 
OL, 1] 


whom he now adheres, I hall ſhew, that in hiring the forces of 
: Hanove!, 
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uance :norer, we have olftruced our own deſigns; that we have, inſtead 
that 6 ? <:ſiſting the Queen of Hungary, withdrawn part of her allies from 


ny other ſer; and that we have burthened the nation with en. from whom 
erice can be reaſonably expected. 


VS :— Fit, 


s preſen sk of the balance of power, the Pragmatic Sanction, and the 


| 3 of the Queen of Hungary, not only as if they were to 


nnot but 
2 of they > the chief care of Britain, which, though eaſily controvertible, 
erto been joht perhaps, in compiiance with long prejudices, be admitted, but 


if they were to be the care of Britain .alone ; as if the power of 
France were formigable to no other people, as if no other part of the 
orld would be injured by becoming a province to an univerſal 


n can be 


uſtice or 
ent, that 
tries, of 


French deputy, by being drained of its inhabitants, only to extend 
ke conqueſts of its maſters, and to make other nations equally miſe- 
ble, and by being oppreſſed with exorbitant taxes, levied by military 
utions, and employed only in ſupporting the ſtate of its oppreſſors. 
ey dwell upon the importance of public faith, and the neceſlity of 
un eract obſervation of treaties; as if the Pragmatic Sanction had 
een ſigned by no other potentate than the King of Britain, or as if 
te public faith were to be obligatory to us only, 


be juſth 
Incerted, 
without 
nd a jef 


to pay, 
n in the 
enemiez 
1y attack 


that they 


bew an example of fidelity to mankind, and ſtand firm, though we 


lipulations, whatever we may ſuffer by performing them, or neglect 
e ſupport of the Pragmatic Sanction, however we may be at pre- 
nt embarraſſed, or however inconvenient it may be to aſſert it. 

But ſurely for the ſame reaſon that we obſerve our own ſtipula- 


id there« 
e troop 
lich they 
e opp0- 
glorious 
e mone/ 
a hiring 


heirs; at leaſt not contribute to hinder it. But how is, our preſent 
wnduct agreeable to theſe principles? The Pragmatic Sanction was 
firmed not only by the King of Britain, but by the Elector like- 
niſe of Hanover, who is therefore equally obliged, if treaties conſti- 
te obligation, to defend the Houſe of Auſtria againſt the attacks of 
q foreign power, and to ſend in his proportion of troops to the 


port of the Queen of Hungary. | h 
Vor. II. 1 8 Whether 


may be 
t there⸗ 
thoſe to 
xxces of 
Ianovel, 


The advocates for the miniſtry have on this ee affe ed = 


monarchy, and being ſubjected to an arbitrary government of a 


That we ſhould inviolably obſerve our treaties, and obſerve them, 
jough every other nation ſhould diſregard them; that we ſhould 


hould ſtand alone in the practice of virtue, I ſhall readily allow; 
d therefore I am far from adviſing that we ſhould recede from our 


bs, we ought to incite other powers likewiſe to the obſervation of 
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nover? And if it be an act of generoſity, why ſhould this nati 
alone be obliged to facrifice her own intereſt to that of others! 0 


dable kingdom, is conſidered only as a province to a deſpicab 
electorate; and that in conſequence ef a ſcheme formed long 
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Whether theſe troops have been ſent, thoſe whoſe provinces obi not ne. 


them to ſome knowledge of foreign affairs, can inform the Hod this Hf 
with more certainty than I; but ſince we have not heard them me qurchaſe « 
tioned in this debate, and have found by experience that none of e now 
' merits of that electorate are paſſed over in filence, it may, I mu e ſip! 
fairly be concluded, that the diſtreſſes of the illuſtrious Queen WYWolenb: 
Hungary nave yet reccived no alleviation from her alliance with H beir own 


nover, that her complaints have moved no compaſſion at that cou 
nor the juſtice of her cauſe obtained any regard. 

To what can we impute 'this negligence of treaties, this diſreg: 
of juſtice, this defect of compaſſion, but to the pernicious counſ 
of thoſe men who have adviſed his Majeſty to hire to Britain thy 


fency is 
| ourſelves | 
haps NOW 


the only p 
To dv 


troops which he. ſhould have employed in the aſſiſtance of the Ou bern, tc 
of Hungary; for it is not to be imagined, that his Majeſty has moliſſiyhtfu ce 
or leſs regard to juſtice as King of Britain, than as EleQor of gorandiz 
nover; or that he would not have ſent his proportion of troops to I iſome t 
Auſtrian army, had not the enen of greater profit been Me unwil 
' duſtriouſly laid before him. country; 
But this is not all that may be urged againſt this conduf; for e expreſs 
we imagine, that the power of France is leſs, or that her in ee deceive 
leſs formidable to Hanover than to Britain; nor is it leſs neceſſary ¶ ue repreſe 
the ſecurity of Hanover, that the Houſe of Auſtria ſhould be nd, ſhe! 
eſtabliſhed in its former grandeur, and enabled to ſupport the liberty the mi 
of Europe againſt the bold attempts for univerſal monarchy ? Mr. Hi 
If therefore our aſſiſtance be an act of holleſty, and grantel r, Thou 
conſequence of treaties; why may it not equally be required of H ection a 


was nev! 
have h 
ſonal pam 
ind that 
rowd, an 
dered the 


therefore t 


why ſhould the Elector of Hanover exert his nee at the expeni 


of Britain ? 
It is now too apparent, that this great, this betta, this fom 


and invariably purſued, theſe troops are hired only to drain this M or : 
happy nation of its money. That they have hitherto been of no alhoods | 
to Britain, or to Auſtria, is evident beyond controverſy ;' and th action, n. 
fore it is plain, that they are retained only for the purpoſes of Hanoi obige tc 

Flow much reaſon the tranſactions of almoſt every year have gin With nove 
for ſuſpecting this ridiculous, ungrateful, and perfidious partiality pai unreg 
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.. got neceſſary to mention. I doubt not but moſt of thoſe who ſit 


nces oblig 
the Hoa this Houſe can recollect a great number of inſtances, from the 
them mei yuchaſe of part of the Swediſh dominions, to the contract which we 


e now called upon to ratify, I hope few have forgotten the memo- 


one of 

y, I Fo able ſtipulation for the. Heſſian troops, for the forces of the Duke of 
Queen Wolſenbuttel, which we were ſcarcely to march beyond the verge of 

- with H ber own country, or the ever memorable treaty, of which the ten- 

that conMiſdency is diſcovered in the name; the treaty by which we diſunited 


Waurſclves from Auſtria, deſtroyed that building which we may per- 
is diſteg 


haps NOW endeavour, without ſucceſs, to raiſe again, and weakened 
us counſ:ihe only power which it was our intereſt to ſtrengthen. -» 
itain ta To dwell upon all the inſtances of partiality which have been 
the Oe bevn, to remark the yearly viſits that have been made to that de- 
bas molfWMWhebttu! country, to reckon up all the ſums that have been ſpent to 
tor of H rgrandize and enrich it, would be at once invidious and tireſome ; 
ops to f ireſome to thoſe who are afraid to hear the truth, and to thoſe who 
e been ire unwilling to mention fats diſhonourable or injurious to their 


country; nor ſhall I dwell any longer on this unpleaſing ſubject than 
o expreſs my hopes, that we ſhall not any longer ſuffer ourſelves to 
te deceived and oppreſſed; that we ſhall at length perform the duty of 
the repreſentatives of the people, and by refuſing to ratify this con- 
d, ſhew, that however the intereſt of Hanover has been preferred 
y the miniſters, the Senate pays no regard but to that of Britain, 


t; for e. 


Mr. HoRace WALPOLE then ſpoke to the following purpoſe: = 

Yranted , Though I have long conſidered the mercenary ſeribblers of diſ- 
ed of H etion as the diſgrace of the kingdom and the peſt of n * 
his mti vas never ſo fully ſenſible of their pernicious influence. 
thers ? OF 1 have hitherto imagined, that the weekly journaliſts and the occa- 
1e expen oral pamphleteers were the oracles only of the loweſt of the people; 
ind that all thoſe whom their birth or fortune has exalted above the 
his formſcrowd, and introduced to a more extenſive converſation, had con- 
deſpicalMſered them as wretches compelled to write by want, and obliged 
long 9Miierefore to write what will moſt engage attention, by flattering the 
this envy or the malignity of mankind; and who. therefore propagate 
of no lahoods themſelves,” not becauſe they believe them, and diſſeminate 
1d then adion, not becauſe they are of any party, but becauſe they are either 
Hanoi ebliged to gratify thoſe that employ them, or to amuſe the public 
ave ging with novelties, or diſturb it with alarms, that their works may not 
tiality, as unregarded, and their labour be ſpent in vain. 


8 2 | This 
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| This is my opinion of the party writers, and this I imaging 
a opinion of the reſt of mankind, who had the ſame opportnitie 
information with myſelf : nor ſhould I readily have believed, that n 
of their performances could have produced greater effects than thy 
of inflaming the loweſt claſſes of the people, and inciting Fown. 
to inſult their ſuperiors, had I not. perceived, that the Honour 
Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, owed his opinions of the partiality ler 
to the dominions of Hanover, to a late treatiſe which has, on d 
caſion of this contract, been very induſtriouſly diſperſed among t 
Of this deteſtable pamphlet, I know not the author, nor think | 
deſerves that any enquiry ſhould be made after him, except by a Pro 
.clamation that may ſet a price upon his head, and offer the ſame oi 
ward for diſcovering him, as is given for the conviction of wretcly 
leſs criminal: nor can I think the lenity of the government eaſily 
| bediſtinguiſhed from ſupineneſs and negligence, while libels like th 
Are diſperſed openly in the ſtreets, and ſold in ſhops without fear al 
without danger, while ſedition is profeſſedly promoted, and trealay 
or ſentiments very nearly bordering upon treaſon, propagated wit 
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out diſguiſe, | Way diſapp 
The ſcribbler of this wicked treatiſe has endeavoured to corny ſer real 
the principles of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, not only by viliin hoever h 
the memory of the late King, whoſe juſtice, humanity, and integri Mayer 
are generally reverenced, but by inſinuating likewiſe, that our preſe ! 
moſt gracious Sovereign has adopted the ſame ſchemes, and oi” impref 
deavours to aggrandize Hanover at the expence of Britain; that i faced by 
the meaſures that have been taken with regard to the affairs of th can affect 
continent, have been contrived with no other view than that of 1 In their ful 
vancing the intereſt, enlarging the bounds, and increaling the rid little effec 
of the Hanoverian territories ; he declares, that Britain has heal hot de eaf 
ſleered by the rudder of Hanover, and that the nation will ht dn 
divided into two more oppoſite and irreconcileable parties, than en bon fr 
yet diſturbed the public peace, Britons and Hanoverians. pon 
That he himſelf, whoever he be, Jongs for thoſe times of dive” ufc 
and confuſion, may be eaſily believed, and the number of thoſe w f are cenſur 
have the ſame wiſhes with himſelf, is, I fear, too great; bur Tbelient pk 
their hopes will not be encouraged, nor their deſigns promoted i I 2 . 

| uthors a 


this Houle; and that none of thoſe Who are entruſted to repre 
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; country, will ſuffer themſelves to be miſled by ſuch wicked 


if anations. 
Mt, NvdenT then ſpoke to this effect :—Sir, I know not for 


tua ++ reaſon the Honourable Gentleman has thought it convenient | 
[onoura retard the deliberations of this Houſe, by expatiating upon the 
liry the hood and malignity of a pamphlet, of which the author is un- 


8, On « own, of which. no man has n the yindication, and which, 


mong t 


Ly have had no — influence upon the a nor to 5 pro- 
iced any effects that might give juſt occaſion to ſo tragical an outery, 
p eenſures as vehement and bitter, as if the trumpet of rebellion had 
founded, as if half the people had taken arms againſt their go« 
ernors, as if the commonwealth was on the brink of e and 
mies were in full march againſt the metropolis. 

This pamphlet, with the reſt of the people, I have rent; and 
hough I am far from thinking, that the cenſure of that Honourable 
Gentleman can make a defence neceſfary, ſince indeed he has con- 
euted himſelf with invective inſtead of argument, and whatever he 
| y diſapprove, has confuted nothing: and though I have no parti- 
er reaſon for expoling myſelf as the champion for this author, 
hoever he may be, yet I cannot forbear to affirm, that I read ſome 
paſſages with conviction, and that, in my opinion, they require a 
liferent anſwer from thoſe which have been yet offered; and that 
te impreſſions which have been made upon the people, will not be 
Maced by clamour and rage, and turbulence and menuces, which 
tin affect only the perſon of the writer, but muſt leave his reaſons 
[in their full force, and even with regard to his perſon, will have very 
ittle effect; for though ſome men in power may be offended, it will 
hot de eaſy to quote any law that has been broken by him. | 
On this occaſion I cannot but animadvert, I hope with the ſame 
pardon from the Houſe, as has been obtained by the Honourable 
Gentleman whom I am now following, upon an expreſſion in fre- 
quent uſe among the followers of a Court, whenever their meaſures 
ue cenſured with ſpirit and with juſtice. The papers which they 
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ole w 
r belen not confute, and which they have not yet been able to obtain the 
oer of ſuppreſſing, are aſſerted to Border upon treaſon; and the 


authors are threatened with puniſhments, when they have nothing to 
fer from a reply. 
S 3 Treaſon 
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Treaſon is happily defined by our laws, and. therefore every mai 
may know when he is about to commit it, and avoid the Rich 
puniſhment, by avoiding the act which will expoſe him to it; * 
with regard to the borders of treaſon, I believe no man will yet pre 
tend to ſay how far they extend, or how ſoon, or with how 1 
intention he may tread upon them. Unhappy would be the ma 
who ſhould be puniſhed for bordering upon guilt, of which thoſe fat 
borders are to be dilated at pleafure by his judges. The law " 


hitherto ſuppoſed every man, who is not guilty, to be innocent; bu 10% be 
now we find that there is a kind of medium in which a man may be he contin 
in danger without guilt, and that in order to ſecurity, a new degre b; for w 
of caution is become neceſſary; for not only rrimes, but the border rd?) 
of crimes are to be avoided, _ 4 c cher, if 
What i improvements may be made upon this new ſyſtem, Ei fy px 
the borders of treaſon may reach, or what pains and penalties I continent, 
deſigned for the borderers, no degree of human ſagacity can enable uren 
us to foreſee. Perhaps the borders of royalty may become ſacred, a is a 
as well as the borders of treaſon criminal; and as every placeman jt act a 
penſioner, and miniſter, may be ſaid to border on the Court, a kind a” 
ſanctity may be communicated: to his character, and he that lampoon dec will 
or oppoſes him, may border upon treaſon. un. II 
To diſmiſs this expreſſion with the contempt which it deſerves, jet Amer, 
not without the reflections which it naturally excites, I ſhall only bis, 25 0! 
obſerve, that all extenſion. of the power of the Crown muſt be dan may cone 
gerous to us; and that whoever endeavours to find out new modes beit ene 
of guilt, is to be looked on, not as a 0 ſubject, but a bau to them, 
Citizen. bravery C 
Having thus ſhe wn, that the * produced . this pamphlet © of B 
is unintelligible and indeterminate, I ſhall venture to mention ſome alivence, 
of the aſſertions Which have heated the Gentleman into ſo much ad in 
fury. Aſſertions which I cannot be ſuppoſed to favour, ſince I will Celuge, | 
they might be falſe, and which I only produce in this place to ge un halc 
ſome, whom their ſtations make acquainted with public affairs, al The 
opportunity of confuting them. pamphlet 
It i is aſſerted, that the French appear to have treated all our arma- may be | 
ments with contempt, and to have purſued all their ſchemes wi“ e. 
the fame confidence as if they had no other enemy to fear than the ſend it. 
forces of Auſtria; this is indeed no pleaſing obſervation, nor can it It is | 
lie expe 


be ſuppoſed to give ſatisfaction to any Briton, to find the reputation 


of 


bc. 10 
our councils and of our arms ſo much diminiſhed, to find the 


Very mn. 

Foo tion which lately gave laws to Europe, ſcarcely admitted to friend- 

to fg 1 ſip, or thought worthy of oppoſition in enmity, to hear that thoſe 

in yet es no0pS, w. which, in the days of our former Monarchs, ſhook the 
e 


drones of the continent, are paſſed by, without fear, and without 

ward, by armies marching againſt their allies, theſe allies in whoſe 
uf: they formerly fought in the field. But the truth of the aſſertion 
«too plain to all the nations of the world and thoſe whoſe intereſt 
may be to conceal from their countrymen what is known to all 


how lit 
the may 
thoſe fat 
e law ha 


in mon] te continent, may rage, indeed, and threaten, but they cannot deny 
ew degn it; for what enterprize have we hitherto either prevented or re- 


arded? What could we have done on one ſide, or ſuffered on th 
aher, if we had been ſtruck out from exiſtence, which has not been 
ſulered, or not done, though our armies have been reviewed on the 
continent, and, to make yet a better ſhow, lengthened out by a line 
gf lixteen thouſand of the troops of Hanaver, 

lt is aſſerted in the ſame treatiſe, that the troops of Hanover can- 
not at againſt the King, and that therefore they are an uſeleſs bur- 
then to the State, that they compoſe an army of which no ather 
ft will be found but that they eat, and eat at the expence of Bri- 
tin, This aſſertion is indeed ſomewhat more conteſtable than the 
former, but is at leaſt credible; ſince if we may be permitted an 
this, as on other occaſions, to judge of the future from the paſt, we 
nay conclude, that thoſe who have let paſs ſuch opportunities as 
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modes their enemies have in the height of contempt and ſecurity preſented 
» 2 bad to them, will hardly ever repair the effects of their conduct, by their 

bravery or activity in another campaign; but that they will take the 
,mphleciY 22 of Britain, and, while they fatten in plenty, and unaccuftomed 


1 fone Kuence, look with great tranquillity upon the diſtreſſes of Auſtria, 


ad, in their indolence of gluttony, ſtand idle ſpectators of that 
(luge, by which, if it be ſuffered to roll on without oppoſition, their 
vun halcyon territories muſt at laſt be ſwallowed up. 

The laſt aſſertion which I ſhall extract from this formidable 
pamphlet, is more worthy of attention than the former, but perhaps 
may be ſuſpected to border more nearly upon treaſon : I ſhall how- 
fer venture to quote, and, what is ſtill more e ta de- 
lend it. 


It is propoſed that, inſtead of ſquandering in this time of danger 
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ful, whether they will be of any uſe to the Queen of Hung peace?! 
whether they can legally engage againſt the King, and whether t. qembered, 
would be of any great uſe, though they were ſet free from any o that th 
reſtraints than regard to their own ſafety : inſtead of amuſing gy tne them 
ally with an empty ſhow of aſſiſtance, of mocking her calamite e be the! 
with unefficacious friendſhip, and of expoſing ourſelves to the fd lader 0p) 
eule of our enemies, by idle armaments without hoſtility, by armie i gut of t 
only to be reviewed, and fleets only to be victualled, we ſhoy! piny and 
remit the ſums required for the payment of the Hanoverians to thence w 
Queen of Hungary, by whom we know that it will be applied to ng tre 
great purpoſes for which the Senate granted it, the eſtabliſhment a at all 
the liberties of Euxope, and the repreſſion of the Houſe of Bourbon, eon for 
This propoſal, however contrary to the opinion of the miniſters Wy ide tro: 

1 take the liberty of recommending to the conſideration of am th 
Houſe, as, in my opinion, the moſt effectual method of preſerving ander E 
remains of the greatneſs of the Houſe of Auſtria, It is well know roht to in 
that theſe troops are hired at a rate which they never expected before e be em 
that levy money is paid for forces levied before the commencementWMliported 
of the bargain, that they are paid for acting a long time before thej v imagin 
began to march, and that, ſince they appeared to conſider themſclveeiiur own © 
as engaged in the quarrel, their march has been their whole per- en, who 
formance, a march not againſt the enemy, but from him; a marc IIeſty o 
in which there was nothing to fear, nor any thing to encounter; butt the | 
and therefore I think it cannot be denied, that the public treaſure to place n 
might have been better employed. For m 
The ſame ſum remitted to the Queen of Hungary, will enable ber d to 
to hire a much greater number of troops out of her own dom- mon, 
nions, troops of whoſe courage ſhe can have no doubt, and whom, a 
fidelity will be ſtrengthened by common intereſt and natural affec-{iſoviate i 
tion; troops that will fight like men, defending their wives and their ſuries, a1 
children, and who will therefore bear fatigue with patience, and face noney to 
danger with reſolution, who will oppoſe the French as their natural] Lord f. 
enemies, and think death more eligible than defeat. tion now 
Thus ſhall we aſſert the rights of mankind, and ſupport the faith vbich wi. 

of treaties, oppoſe the oppreſſors of the world, and reſtore our an- Wont in 
cient allies to their former greatneſs, without exhauſting our oe rex 
country; for it is not impoſſible, that by the proper uſe of this ſum, ul be 
the Queen may obtain ſuch advantages in one campaign, as may in- dir, 1 


cline * French to deſert the King, and content themſelves witi o mat 
2 | the y 
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peaceable poſſeſſion of their own territories ; for it is to be re- 
Das: that they are now fighting only for a remote intereſt, 


DEE. 10 
Mauer 


any othe n that they will not hazard much; a firm reſiſtance will eaſily in- 
uling oy ne them to wait for ſome more favourable opportunity, and there 
calamitieMyit be then leifure for forming our meafures in fuch a manner, that 


n 


the ridi 
by armie 


Lnother opportunity may never de offered them. 
hut of the preſent ſcheme, what effect can be expected but 1 igno- 


de (hou pity and ſhame, diſgrace abroad, and beggary at home? To this 
ns to thifMenence what limits can be ſet? When is there to be an end of 
ied to ng troops who are not to march againſt our enemies? as they 


ment oy at all times be of equal uſe, there will be at all times the ſame 
ourbon, en for employing them, nor can there ever be imagined els need 
miniſte fidle troops, than in a time of war. 


n of t 1 am therefore afraid, that in a ſhort time the Hanoverians way 
rving e conſder Britain as a tributary provinse, upon which they have a 
I known int to impoſe the maintenance of ſixteen thouſand men, who are 


d before ebe employed only for the defence of their own country, though 
mcementWMlpported at the expence of this. I am afraid that we ſhall be taught 
fore they imagine, that the appearance of the Hanoverians is neceſſary in 
emfſelveser own country, perhaps to check the inſolence of the ſons of free- 
ole per. an, who without fear border upon treaſon. I am afraid, that his 
2 march lzeſty or his ſueceſſor may be adviſed by ſycophants and ſlaves to 
ounter;Wtul the guard of his perſon to the truſty Hanoverians, and Vece 
treaſue e place no confidence in the natives of Britain. 
For my part, I think it a very wiſe precept by which we are di- 
Kfted to obviate evils in the beginning; and therefore ſince, in my 
non, the influence of Hanoyer muſt be deſtructive to the royal 
lanily, and detrimental to thoſe kingdoms, I ſhall endeavour to 
Oviate it by voting againſt any proviſion for theſe uſeleſs merce- 
ries, and declaring that I ſhall more willingly grant the public 
money to any troops than thoſe of Hanover. | 
Lord PERCIVAL ſpoke next as follows :—Sir, I look upon the cad 
bon now under your conſideration, to vary very little in reality from that 
wich was debated here the firſt day of this ſeſſion. The principal 
point in the debate of that day, was the ſame with that which is 
ore regularly the debate of this, F/hether the Hanoverian forces 


able her! 
1 domi- 
1 whoſe 
al affec- 
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ind face 
natural 


ne faith 


ur an- 
ur OWN 


is ſum, d be taken into Britiſh pay ? 
nay in dir, I ſhould then have offered my ſentiments upon this queſtion, 
es win a Oy other Gentleman had not delivered my ſenſe in ſo much 


the a better 
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obtain the dominion of the ſea. To confirm this, I may venture to 
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a Dee manner alu I thought myſelf, able, to do, that it, would 
have appeared a great preſumption i In me, and would have given the 
Houſe an unneceſſary trouble. —T he ſame reaſon had induced me te 
have been filent alſo upon this occaſion, if the temper of the times 
the little indulgence ſhewn by ( Gentlemen to one another, when the 
happen to differ in political opinions, and the popular circumſtance 
in which I ſtand, did not in ſome fort oblige , me. to protect the vo 
I then gave. and that which 8 now intend. to give bY the reaſon 
that. induce me to give t. 

Sir, there are three principal eee. in this queſtion; fir 
Whether we are to aſſiſt the Houſe of Auſtria and balance of powet 
at all, ay or no? Then whether we ought. to do it with our wholg 
force ? And laſtly, Whether the Hanoverian troops ſhould be made 
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The ne: 

part of that force ? 4 nd v 
As to the firſt conſideration, : a new Fa. wed has been taught and Lebe 
inculcated for ſome months paſt, that it is of no importance to thi te to it 
nation what may happen on the continent; that this country being ſuing of 
an iſland intrenched within its own natural boundaries, it may ſtand linger, al 
ſecure and unconcerned in all the ſtorms of the reſt of the world eonly th 
This doctrine, inconſiſtent as it is with all ſenſe and reaſon, con- dur, an 
trary as it is to the univerſal principles of policy by which this m. We coi 
tion hath been governed from the conqueſt, to this hour, is hei de made p 
openly profeſſed and avowed by many without theſe walls; aud o the dec 
though no man has yet veritured to own this opinion publicly an... other 
directly in this Houſe, yet ſome Genz demen even here in fled Mother t 
maintain it, when they argue, that in, no caſe this nation ought te u be depen 
aſiſt or ſupport the balance of power without the concurrence of e nut be 
Dutch. This tends inevitably to produce the ſame fatal effedi; it Kaine 4 
reduces this country to depend upon Holland, to be a province to As to 1 
Holland ; and France would then have no more to do to become tezper, 


miſtreſs of all Europe, than to gain over one ſingle town of te cuil, do 
United Provinces, or to corrupt a few members of the States; it | That 1. 
therefore a doctrine of the greateſt danger. The only ſolid maxinMriger of 
is, that whoever becomes maſter of the continent, muſt in the ente atter 
men can 
lections 


That 


cite an old example, nor can I be accuſed of pedantry in doing 
it, ſince it is an inftance drawn from the laſt univerſal monarchy to 


which the world ſubmitted. The Romans had no ſooner divided, BM ferted at 


broken and ſubdued thoſe powers upon the continent of Europe, wo Ang ir 


DEC. 10 nt.) FANOYERTA * TROOPS, 267 


ul given a diverſion in the great attempt they had long intended, 
they attacked the Carthaginians, a maritime power, potent in 
ns, immenſely opulent, poſſeſſed of the trade of the whole world, 

nd unrivalled miſtreſs of the ſea. Yet theſe. people, who 1 
w wealth, purſued no commerce, and at the commencement of their 
qurrel were not maſters of a ſingle thip, at length prevailed againſt 
enemy upon their proper element, beat and deſtroyed their fleets, 
-mzded their dominions, and ſubdued their empire. From whence, 
& 1 muſt conclude, that we cannot wholly rely upon our ſituation, 
depend ſolely on our naval power; and I may venture to reaſon 
Ion this axiom, that this nation muſt contribute to ſupport the Ho | 
Aria and the balance of power in ſome degree. | | 
The next queſtion that occurs, is, in what degree we. ought to do 
it! and whether we ſhould do it with our whole force? Taking, 
terefore, our footing here upon this axiom, that we muſt, contri- 
ute to it in ſome degree, and taking farther to our aid the rea- 
ning of thoſe Gentlemen, who think it a work of ſuch extreme. 
knger, and almoſt deſperate, the natural and evident concluſion can 
only this, that as we muſt do it, ſo we muſt do it with the utmoſt 
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"> Congas, and with our whole farce, 

this m We come now to conſider, whether the Hanoverian troops ſhould 
is yet te made part of that force ? There are ſeveral conſiderations previous 
is; av the deciſion of this queſtion. Firſt, whether they are as cheap as 
icl 4 y other forces we can hire? Then whether they are as goed? Next 
in effec 


nhcther they are as properly /ituated? And whether they are as much 
þ be depended upon ? If as to every one of theſe particulars the anſwer 
muſt be made in the affirmative, I think it will go very far to de- 
imine the queſtion now before you. | 
As to the firſt, that they are as cheap, nay, upon the whole a 
cheaper, the eſtimates now upon your table, notwithſtanding any 
cuil, do ſufficiently demonſtrate, 
| That they are as good, what man can doubt, who knows the cha- 
maxi nder of the German nation? What man can doubt, who knows 
the eule attention of his Majeſty to military diſcipline ? Thoſe Gentle- 
Nel men can leaſt pretend to doubt it, who ſometimes do not ſpare re- 
loing ad geqions upon that attention which they inſinuate to be too great. 
rchy u That theſe troops are not properly fituated, will be hardly aſ- 
divided, WW frted at this time, when they are actually now in Flanders, and now 


5 15 Wing in conjunction with our troops. Let any man conſider the 
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g al map of Europe, let him obſerve the ſeat of the war, and he mig 3 
1 evidently ſee, that whether their ſervice may be required in a7 . pre 
be: whether upon the Rhine, or in the heart of Germany, in every at ity it 
#1 of theſe caſes, the Hanoverian forces are as properly circumflancel a body of it 
| | fitaated as any troops in Europe. aps to 
by It remains in the laſt place to examine, Whether any other tru kuget ira 
#4 tan be better depended upon; and fure nothing can be more obvious [this con 
1 than that we may rely with more ſecurity on theſe than any other] te two | 
4 They are ſubjects of the ſame prince, and of a prince indulgent u "_ 
nt all his ſubjects, and accuſed by thoſe who differ in other point | muſt fa 
"Hy from me, of being partial againſt ihe intereſt of his German doi ce, to 
if nions. Unleſs, therefore, we arraign the firſt principle upon whic * this 4 
M' a free government can be ſupported, and without which every exer. Le: fo 
he ciſe of arbitrary power would be warranted, we muſt allow that Du 
b ul ſuch a people will be faithful to ſuch a prince, will defend him with i. men, 
bl: | ſtriét fidelity, and ſupport his quarrel with the utmoſt zeal ; with t Gui cant 
* zeal which can never be expected from the mercenary troops of ani yrobably 
ip | other foreign power. : | julgment 
| This naturally leads us to enquire what other troops we can dens ratio 
pend upon ; the anſwer to this enquiry is ſhort and poſitive ; that wiMilc.rice ? 
affairs now ſtand abroad, we can depend upon none but theſe ; fand com; 
us carry this conſideration with us in a ſurvey of all Europe : hal ters, it i 
we take into our pay 16,000 of the Dutch ? Would this be the meat ge Rhine 
of bringing Holland into alliance with us? Would they act at their nuch, e 
own expence, would they exert their own proper force? Would they dom it 
pay their own troops in aid of the common cauſe, when they fou amoleſt 
this nation ready to do it for them? They would act like maden dach to 


if they did. Shall we hire Danes? Is there a Gentleman in thi dogs in 
Houſe, who is not convinced that this power has been warped, for terrupt 
fome time paſt, towards the intereſt of France? When we hie Tnece 
theſe troops in the laſt inſtance, did they not deceive us? Did thy. Houſ 
not even refufe to march ? Nay farther, are they not in all appearance 
now upon the. point of being employed in a quarrel of their own! 
a quarrel in which they will have need of all their force. Shall ut 
then hire Saxons? An Honourable Gentleman ſeemed to think thit 
there may be ſome poſſibility of this, and perhaps there may hereaftef, This 
when the King of Pruſſia's views are known, and the part he ſhl Hungar) 
refolve to act; but Saxony i is certainly now too much expoſed tc, might ſh 
and cannot fail to be alarmed at his growing power, at the gra 
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DEC. 10 ntation of his armies, and the ſecret and vaſt deſigns which 
| be muß = to meditate. © This meaſure, therefore, is not practicable 
Flanders the preſent con) juncture ; that electorate cannot hazard its own 
157 WM uity in theſe precatious circumſtances, by lending out ſo great a 
anced 


ey of its troops. Would Gentlemen adviſe the hire of Pruſſian 
troops to ſerve us in this conjuncture? They who do adviſe it, muft 
Inet ſtrangely the part ſo lately acted by that prince, and the variety 
(his conduct with regard to his different allies within the ſpace of 
te two laſt years, I ſhall guard myſelf in my expreſſions, and 
maintain a proper reſpect in diſcourſing of ſo great a character; but 
| nuſt ay thus much, that the miniſtry would act with great impru- 
Iance, to put the ſafety of the Britiſh troops, and to riſque the fate 
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on whi gf this army, upon the event of ſuch a meaſure, I need not ſay 
er eber WW core; for it is not yet proved to us, that this prince would (I wiſh 
low that 


there was no reaſon to believe he would not) lend us this body of 
tis men, though we ſhould be diſpoſed to take them into pay. The 
Uo cantons, therefore, now alone remain ; and indeed from them we 
probably might procure a greater number; but I leave it to the 
jugment of any man of ſenſe and candour, whether any miniſter of 
this nation could warrant the employment of 16,000 Swiſs in this 
nice? For when we reſlect upon the ſituation of theſe provinces, 
and compare it with that of our Britiſh troops who are now in Flan- 
lers, it is viſible that they muſt paſs 400 miles upon the borders of 
de Rhine, flanked by the ſtrong places of France, during their whole 
march, expoſed to the garriſons and armies upon that frontier, by 
whom it can never be ſuppoſed that they would be ſuffered to paſs 
unmoleſfted, when France muſt ſo well know the intention of their 
narch to be for no other end, but to make a conjunction with other 
troops in the Britiſh pay, in order afterwards to invade, or at leaſt to 
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= 6, i interrupt the views of that kingdom with their united force. 

T = Theſe reaſons, Sir, prove invincibly to me, that if we are to aſſiſt 
ole. the Houſe of Auſtria by an army, we muſt of prudence, nay of ne- 
7 ceſſity, in part, compoſe that army of the Hanoverian troops. 

ir own 


But yet there is another ſtate of this queſtion, an alternative of 
which ſome gentlemen ſeem very fond, Whether it would not * better 


to afift the Queen of Hungary with moncy only ? 
This, opinion at firſt ſight is extremely plauſible z. if the Queen of 


Shall we 
ink that 
ereafter, 


he = Hungary has been able to do ſo much with an aid of 500,000/. what 
on 4 night ſhe.nat be able to do with a million more ? Sir, a million more 
e ere 


would 
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would by no means anſwer in the ſame proportion. When a "wy 
given her, which with the beſt cxconomy can ſuffice barely to put he 
troops in motion, when the enemy is at her very gates, her all at: 
immediate ſtake, there can be no room for a miſapplication of 
But 4 ſum ſo immenſe as that of a million and a half, would dazzll 


the eyes of a court ſo little uſed to ſee ſuch ſums; and as any But, 8 
nourable Gentlemen [Mr. Horace Walpole] long verſed in foreig money 01 
affairs, and well acquainted with theſe matters, told you in a formel Th 0 
debate, would be much of it ſquandered among the Auſtrian minife Fouſe of 
and favourites. I make no ſcruple to add to this, that ſome mal qrevent t 
part might fall to the ſhare of miniſters elſewhere. But there is au Fland 
ther danger which Gentlemen who contend for this meaſure do ne Ay giving 
conſider: can they who profeſs a diſtruſt of all miniſters, and p be f 
ticularly thoſe who are now employed at home; they who have e furope i 
argued againſt all votes of credit upon this principle, that it aforiMto guard 
an opportunity to miniſters of defrauding the ſervice, and of putting Would er 
large ſums into the purſe of the crown, or into their private pockets ou pl 
can they now argue for this meaſure, which I may be bold to ii ber domi 
would be in effect the moſt enormous: vote of credit that was eã7²• ber to er 
given in the world? Gentlemen inſinuate, that the taking the Hanoi for what 
verian forces into Britiſh pay, is a criminal complaiſance, calculate is to ſup 
only to confirm an infant and a tottering adminiſtration. But boi {ill te 
much greater means for ſuch a purpoſe, would an alternative like thigh! Franc 
afford? Suppoſe a miniſter, unfirm in his new acquired power, H ber terri 
ingratiate himſelf with his prince, ſhould propoſe a ſcheme to E conſeque 
-pleniſh the coffers of an exhauſted civil lit, ſquandered in ſuch vik expenſty 
purpoſes, that no man could have the hardineſs to come to Para t on 
ment, or dare to hope a ſupply for it by any regular application tt force at 
this Houſe? What method could be deviſed by ſuch a miniſter hm ke whol! 
ſelf, to do the job more excellent than this? For who can doubt before at 
that (guard it how you will) the Queen of Hungary might be in would h 
-duced, in the condition in which ſhe now ſtands, 'to accept a million all that 
and to give a receipt in full for the whole ſum ? How could you pte vat no 
*vent an underſtanding of this kind between two courts? and how ll this 
"eaſy, therefore, might it be to ſink 500,000/. out of fo vaſt a grant! {de of ! 
Sir, I will ſuſpect no miniſter, but I will truſt none in this degree try, and 
and I wonder other Gentlemen do not ſuſpe&, if I do not. Fi rm 
hence, therefore, I conſider this as a propoſition both fallacious an tion it; 
-unſaie 3 for though it be a fact, that the ſame ſum of money = Fith us 
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miintain in Auftria double the numder of troops; yet, if no more 
an half that money ſhould be applied (as F have ſhew ewn great reaſon 
believe that it would not) to the uſes of the war, it is evident, that 
you would deceive yourſelves, and would have but an'equal number 
if raw, irregular, undiſciplined, and much worſe troops for it. 
But, Sir, there is yet a ſtronger argument againſt the ſupply i in 
noney only. What are our views in ſupporting the Queen of Hun- 
Wer! Our views are general and particular ; general, to fave the 
Houſe of Auſtria, and to preſerve a balance of power; particular, to 
ment the French from making any further acquiſitions on this ſide 
of Flanders. The firſt might poſſibly be anſwered in a good degree, 
y giving that Princeſs an equivalent i in money; but the ſecond can- 
wt be ſecurely provided againſt, without an army on this fide of 
Furope in the Britiſh pay. Sir, is it not natural for every one of us 
b guad our vital parts, rather than our more remote members? 
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of putting Would not the Queen of Hungary (ſtipulate and condition with her 
: pockets you pleaſe) apply the greateſt part of theſe ſubſidies in defence of 
old to fi her dominions in the heart of Germany? Might it not even induce 


t was evet 
the Hang 
calculate 
But ho 


her to enlarge her views, and to think of conqueſts and equivalents 
for what ſhe has already loft, which it might be vain and ruinous for 
is to ſupport her in? Would ſhe not leave Flanders to ſhift for itſelf, 
or {till to be taken care of by the Dutch and Britain? In ſuch a caſe, 


e like thigh if France ſhould find it no longer poſſible to make any impreſſion on 
Dower, ber territories on the German fide, what muſt we expect to be the 
1e to h conſequence ? I think it very viſible ſhe would on a ſudden quit hbc 


expenſive and deſtructive projects on that quarter, and there only 
carry on a defenſive war, while ſhe fell with the greater part of her 


ſuch vile 
to Parlia 
cation t( 


ter him de wholly unprovided ; and ſhe might there acquire in one campaign, 
dan doubt beſore any poſſibility of making head againſt her, (Which the Dutch 
it be in would hardly attempt, and could certainly not alone be able to effect) 


a million 
| you pte 


and hon 


ill that ſhe has been endeavouring for the laſt century to obtain, and 
what no union of powers could be ever capable of regaining from her. 
All this will be effectually prevented by an army paid by us on this 


-a grant Wi ſde of Europe; an army ready to march to the borders of her coun- 
s degree Wi u, and to intercept her ſuccours and ſupplies for the German war; 
. Frou n army, ready to protect the petty ſtates, whoſe intereſt and inclina- 


cious and 
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ton it apparently muſt be to declare for us, and to join their forces 
with us, when they no longer fear the power of France; an army, 
Which 
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rce at once upon the Low Countries, which would by this meaſure 
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which. may poſſibly give courage and fpirit to greater powers, yy 
may {till doubt, without theſe vigorous meaſures, (after what th 
have formerly experienced) whether they could even yet depend wn une 
us; an army, (if the poſture of affairs ſhould make it neceſſary) a 
to cauſe a powerful diverſion to the French forces, by an attack upg 
Lorrain and Champagne, and Rill within diſtance to return up 
its ops in time, to prevent the French from carrying any point 
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conſequence in Flanders, ſhould they then attempt it. 3 
One argument more, I beg leave to mention, and it is of gr hoprobati 
weight. Admit that the ſums raiſed upon the ſubject might beg uf ey 
in the one caſe than the other, the ſums remitted out of the . condemn 
would be infinitely leſs. Whatever is remitted to the Queen of in.cther 
| Hungary, is buried in the remoteſt parts of Germany, and can ney 1 2 alle 
return to us; whereas in a war carried on by troops in our on 508 
on this ſide, by much the greater part of the Spenge retum to e, I 
again in part by the pay of officers, by the ſupply of proviſions a froggle 
neceſſaries in a country exhauſted by armies, ammunition, ordnance In wh 
_ horſes, clothing, accoutrements, and a multitude of other archi. or own 
which I need not enumerate, becauſe experience, which is the ſounde| | nung p 


reaſoner, fully proved it in the example of the laſt war, at the con 
cluſion of which, notwithſtanding the prodigious ſums expended i 
it, this nation felt no ſenſible effect from a diminution of i its cur 
rent ſpecie. 

Sir, I was prepared to have ſpoken much f more largely to this fi 
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ject, but my diſcourſe has already been drawn to a greater lengiM.. troops 
than I imagined, in treating upon the argument thus far, I ſhall in read 
therefore, avoid troubling you any farther upon it at this time; WF nore ui 
ſhall only obſerve, that in my humble opinion, it is ſufficiently prove has b. 
firſt, that we muſt aſſiſt the Houſe of Auſtria, and that we muſt doi troops 
with all our force; next, that we cannot do it with money only, bo dess in 
in part with a land army, and that this land army cannot be conven which, t. 
ently (I may fay poſſibly) compoſed at this time, without the Hano hugh it u 
verian troops. This queſtion therefore can, I think, be no longer: ho; 
debated, but upon the foot of popular prejudices and infinuations fn, many 
an improper connection of Hanoverian and Britiſh intereſts ; but iWnowe ec 
I could not enter into this ſubject without concern and indignatiWThat the 
and as it is a very delicate point for me in particular to debate up Briton. 
I ſhall leave this part of the queſtion to other Gentlemen, who curd intel 
eng mmunica 
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zige in it both with leſs inconvenience, and with 1 more ability, 
n it is poſſible for me to do. | 

To which Mr. GROROE GRENVILLE replied in ſubſtance"; — 
Though I am far from thinking myſelf able to produce, without 
dy or premeditation, a complete anſwer to the elaborate and 
il harangue which you have now heard, yet as I cannot be con- 
nced of the reaſonableneſs of the meaſures which have been defended 
4 ſo much ſubtilty, I ſhall at leaſt endeavour to ſhew, that my 
Iipprobation is not merely the effect of obſtinacy, and that I have 
kalt conſidered the propoſals of the miniſtry, before I have ventured 
condemn them. | 
E Whether we ought to think curtis indiſpenſably obliged to main- 
5 at all events, the balagce of power on the continent, to maintain 
qithout allies, to maintain it againſt a combination of almoſt all 
ape, I ſhall not now enquire ; I will ſuppoſe it for once our duty 
frugole with impoſſibility, and not only to ſupport the Houſe of 
ifria when it is attacked, but to raiſe it when it is fallen ; fallen 
F our own negligence, and oppreſſed with the weight of all the ſur- 
unding powers; and ſhall therefore at preſent only enquire, by 
ut means we may afford that aſſiſtance with moſt benefit to our 
Jes, and leaſt danger to ourſelves, 67.0 
With regard to our ally, that aſſiſtance will by apparently moſt - 
antageous to her, by which her ſtrength will be moſt increaſed, 
jd therefore it may perhaps be more uſeful to her to find her money 
an troops; but if we muſt ſupply her with troops, I doubt not but 
mill readily appear, that we may eaſily find troops which may be 
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ume; I nore uſe and leſs expence than thoſe of Hanover. 

y proved |t has been obſerved, with regard to the convenient ſituation of 
nuſt doi e troops, that it cannot now be denied, ſince they are acting in 
only, bah vers in conjunction with the Britiſh forces. This is an aſſertion | 
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which, though it was uttered with an air of victorious confidence, 
dug it was produced as an inſuperable argument, by which all 
iſe who intended oppoſition were to be reduced to filence and de. | 
, many objections may be made, which it will require another j 
langue equally elaborate to remove. | 

That the troops of Hanover are now acting in conjunction with 
Britons, I know not how any man can affirm, unleſs he has re- 
ved intelligence by ſome airy meſſengers, or has ſome ſympathetic 
e800: unication .with them not indulged to the reſt of mankind. 
Vol, II, T None 
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with our forces, but have hitherto not acted; nor have the ym, 


of the Queen of Hungary had been deſigned, there appears no rea 


much leſs time, and with leſs expence, have joined the Auftrian 
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None of the accounts which have been brought hither of the aff 


of the continent have yet informed us of any action, or tendeney i 
action; the Hanoverians have indeed been reviewed in conjunctio 
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yet cemented the alliance by any common danger, or ſhewn yet tha 
they are friends otherwiſe than by flecping and eating together, bf 
eating at the expence of the ſame nation. 

Nor am I at preſent inclined to grant, that either army is ſituata 
where it may be of moſt uſe to the Queen of Hungary; for the 
now loiter in a country which no enemy threatens, and in whid 
nothing therefore can be feared ; a country very remote from the ſe; 


of war, and which will probably be laſt attacked. If the aſlitang 


why the Hanoverians ſhould have marched thither, or why this in 
portant conjunction ſhould have been formed, ſince they might, 


and perhaps have enabled them to defeat the deſigns of the Frenc 
and cut off the retreat of the army which was ſent to the relief 
Prague. But this march, though it would have been leſs tediou 
would have been. more dangerous, and would not have been ye 
conſiſtent with the deſigns of thoſe who are more deſirous of t 
ceiving wages than of deſerving them; nor is it likely, that th 
who required levy money for troops already levied, and who de 
manded, that they ſhould be paid a long time before they began t 
march, would hurry them to action, or endeavour to put a perio 
to ſo gainſul a trade as that of Win _ which are not to 
expoſed, 

This, conduct, however viſibly abſurd; I am very far from in 
puting either to cowardice or ignorance; for there is reaſon t 
ſuſpect, that they marched into Flanders only becauſe they could nt 
appear in any other place as the allies of the Queen of Hungan 
without expoſing: their Sovereign to the imperial interdict. 

It is therefore not only certain, that theſe troops, theſe boaſted at 
important troops, have not yet been of any uſe ; but probable tha 
no uſe is intended for them, and that the ſole view of thoſe who al 
introduced them into our ſervice, is to bay their court by enrichid 
Hanover with the ſpoils of Britain. VER 

That this is in reality their intention, appears fem the ain 
to which, an appeal has been ſo confidently made, bur which, 1. ue 
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are compared with a contract made for the troops of the Rude nation 


zuereign was exalted to this throne ; though I cannot find any proof, 
ut their reputation has increaſed, nor can diſcover from their actions 
Flanders any reaſon to believe, that their ſervices will be greater. 

t is now to little purpoſe to enquire, whether there are any other 


3 troops that could have been more properly employed, ſince it is cer- 
18 Utuateg 


; for the 
in which 
m the ſe; 
aſſiſtane 


no reaſq 


f other nations, it is the intereſt of Britain to employ rather any 
pops than theſe, as any evil is rather to be choſen than animoſities 
Steen our Sgvereign and our fellow- ſubjects; and ſuch animoſities 
wſ inevitably ariſe from this deteſtable preference of the troops of 


* 


anover. 


/ this im [The queſtion was carried by 67, the Ayes being 260; Noes 193; 
might, rns affair was again debated with vehemence upon the report on 
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onday, December 13, 1742, upon a queſtion, whether the levy 
oney ſhould ftand part of the general queſtion, which was 72 


5 Ayes 230, Noes 177.) 4 
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from in | 

reaſon eder of the day for taking into conſideration the ſeveral Eſtimates of 
could n the Charge of the Forces in the Pay of Great-Britain was read, upon 
Hung wich Lord STANHOPE roſe up, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows :— 


My Lords, I have always underſtood, that the peculiar happineſs 
the Britiſh nation conſiſts in this, that nothing of importance can 
e undertaken by the government, without the conſent of the people 
repreſented by the other Houſe,” and that of your Lordſhips, whoſe 
de poſſeſſions, and the merits either of your anceſtors or yourſelves, 


he given you the privilege of voting in N own right in national 
nlultations, 
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n the laſt war, will ſhew how much their price has riſen ſince theit 


in, that, whatever may be the general character, or the late conduct - 
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explanation, and too well known in this great Aſſembly, by who 


the conſtitution of our government, or the happinels of the nato 


by endeavouring to preferve and defend them at a time when! "_ 


the gratification of reſtleſs ambition, not for the conſumption 


may indeed be victorious without any increaſe of our reputati0! 
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The advantages of this conſtitution, the ſecurity which it conf 
upon the nation, and the reſtraint which it lays upon corrupt mini 
ters, or ambitious princes, are in themſelves too obvious to admit. 


anceſtors they were originally obtained, and preſerved at the freque 
hazard of life and fortune, for me to imagine, that I can make ther 
either more eſteemed or better underſtood. 

My intention, my Lords, is not to teach others the regard whid 


demands from them, but to ſhew how much I regard them myſel 


them invaded and endangered. 

Upon the examination of the eſtimates now before us, I cannoth 
think it neceſſary, my Lords, that every man who yalues libert 
ſhould exert that fpirit by which it was at firſt eſtabliſhed ; that ey 
man ſhould rouſe from his ſecurity, and awaken all his vigilance an 
all his zeal, leſt the bold attempt that has been now made ſhould, j 
it be not vigorouſly repreſſed, be an encouragement to the me 
dangefous incroachments ; and left that fabrick of power ſhould | 
deſtroyed, which has been erected at ſuch expence and with ſuch k 
bour; at which one generation has toiled after another, and of whid 
the wiſdom of the moſt experienced and penetrating ſtateſmen han 
been employed to perfect its ſymmetry, and the induſtry of the mol 
virtuous patriots to repair its decays. 

The firſt object which the eſtimates force upon our obſervation 1 
a numerous body of foreign troops, for the levy and payment d 
which a very large ſum is demanded ; and demanded, at a time, whe 
the nation is to the laſt degree embarraſſed and oppreſſed, when it 
engaged in a war with a powerful empire, and almoſt overwhelmi 
with the debts that were contracted in former confederacies ; when! 
is engaged in a war, not for the recovery of forgotten claims, or (6 


exuberant wealth, or for the diſcharge of ſuperfluous inhabitants; bu 
a war, in which the moſt important intereſts are ſet to hazard, all 
by which the freedom of navigation muſt be either eſtabliſhed or lot 
x war which muſt determine the ſovereignty of the ocean, the right 
of commerce, and the ſtate of our colonies; a war, in which 


Ju 
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in which we cannot be defeated without loſing all our influence 
pon foreign powers, and becoming ſubject to the | infolento of petty 
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o admit inces. 
by wo When foreign troops are hired, at a time like this, it is natural to 
e freque zpect that they have been procured by contracts uncommonly frugal; 


uſe no nation can be ſuppoſed to be laviſh in a time of diſtreſs. 
tis natural, my Lords, to expect that they ſhould be employed in 
editions of the utmoſt importance; becauſe no trifling advantage 
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the nate ent to incite a people overburthened with taxes, to oppreſs them- 
em myſeli des with any new expence; and it may be juſtly ſuppoſed, that theſe | 
en I th voss were hired by the advice of the Senate; becauſe no miniſter 


Ia be ſuppoſed ſo hardened in defiance of his country, in contempt 


cannot by the laws, and in diſregard of the public happineſs, as to dare to in- 


es liberrMroduce foreigners into the public ſervice, in proſecution of his own. 
that eyen rate ſchemes, or to rob the nation which he profeſles to ſerve, 
ilance t be may increaſe the wealth of another. 


But upon conſideration of this eſtimate, my Lords, all theſe ex- 
zhations, however reaſonable in themſelves, however- conſiſtent 
jth the declarations of the wiſeſt ſtateſmen, and the practice of 
Amer times, will be diſappointed ; for it will be found that the 
vops of which we are now to ratify the proviſions for their payment, 
je raiſed at an expence never known on the like occaſion before, 
hen the nation was far more able to ſupport it; that they have yet 
ren employed in no expedition, that they have neither fought a 
attle, nor beſieged a town, nor undertaken any deſign, norhindered 
uy that has been formed by thoſe againſt whom they are pretended 
have been raiſed ; that they have not yet drawn a ſword but at a 
Feview, nor heard the report of fire-arms but upon a feſtival; that 
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ruhelmef ey have not yet ſeen an enemy, and that they are poſted where no 

; when WF") is likely to approach them. 

18, or ſo But this, my Lords, is not the circumſtance which ought, in my 1 
wption nion, moſt ſtrongly to affect us; troops may be raiſed without 1 
ints; bu Jeng g employed, and money expended without effect; but ſuch mea- 


res, though they ought to be cenſured and reQified, may be borne | 
thout any extraordinary degree of indignation, While our conſti- 
tion. remains unviolated, temporary loſſes may be eaſily repaired, 
hich ud accidental miſconduct ſpeedily retrieved ; but when the public 
2utation ghts are infringed, when the miniſtry aſſume the power of giving 
the properties of the people, it is then neceſlary to exert an un- 
1 common 
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common degree of vigour and reſentment ; it is as neceſſary to 0 ed mar 


the incroachments of lawleſs power, as to oppoſe the torrent gf 49 any oth 
deluge; which may be perhaps reſiſted at firſt, but from which, Ms may {2c 
country that is once overwhelmed by it, cannot be recovered. nd thereft 


ariſes from 
enquiry af 
The me 
$1011, have 
endeavour 


To raiſe this ardour, my Lords, to excite this laudable reſentmenf 
I believe it will be only neceſſary to obſerve, that thoſe troops wa 
raiſed without the advice or the conſent of the Senate; that this ne 
burthen has been laid upon the nation by the en will of thi 
miniſters, and that the demands made for their ſupport may be fi 
to be a tax laid upon the people, not by the Senate but by the Cour 

The motives upon which the miniſtry have acted on this occaſy 
are, ſo far as they can be diſcovered, and indeed, there appears yeh 
little care to conceal them, ſuch as no ſubject of this Crown eve 
dared to proceed upon before; they are ſuch as the Act of Settlement 
that act to which our Sovereign owes his title to this Throne, Ou? 
for ever to have excluded from Britiſh Councils, 

I ſhould proceed, my Lords, to explain this new method of | im. 
poveriſhing our country, and endeavour to ſhow the principles from 
which it ariſes, and the end which it muſt promote. But ſome ſud 
den indiſpoſition obliges me to contract my plan, and conclude mic 
ſooner than I intended with moving, "That an humble Addreks be 
preſented to his Majeſty,” to beſeech and adviſe his Majeſty, that con- 
ſidering the exceſſive and grievous expences, incurred by the greit 
number of foreign troops now in the pay of Great-Britain (expences 
ſo increafed by the extraordinary manner, as we apprehend, of 
making the eſtimates relating thereunto, and which do not appear to 
us, conducive to the end propoſed) his Majeſty will be gracioul 
pleaſed, in -compaſtion to his people loaded already with ſuch nu- 
merous and heavy taxes, ſuch large and growing debts, and greater 
annual expences than this nation, at any time, ever before ſuſtained, 
to exonerate his ſubjects of the charge and burthen of thoſe mercem- 


mrevious « 
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ries who were taken into our ſervice laſt year, without the advice or ence by 
apacity 


conſent of Parliament.“ 
cruelty b 


Lord Sax p wIck ſpoke next in ſupport of the motion to the fo 
lowing effect: My Lords, Though I heard the noble Lord with ſo murderec 


much pleaſure, that I could not but wiſh he had been able to deliver — a 
his ſentiments more ſully upon this important affair; yet J think the Ulcern ti 
motion fo reaſonable and juſt, that though he might have ſet it jet = c 

piciied v 


more — the danger of oppoſition, though he might have pro- 
duced 
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ary to ſte 


duced 
ther Lords; yet I ſhall be able to juſtify it in ſuch a manner, 


orrent of $020 0 

which, ts may ſecure the approbation of the unprejudiced and diſintereſted ; 
fed. ul therefore I riſe up to ſecond it with that confidence, which always 
eſentmer Mics from a conſciouſneſs of honeſt intentions, and of an impartial 
oops wer enquiry after truth. 

t this ne The meaſures, my Lords, which have given en to this mo- 
vill of bon, bave been for fome time the ſubject of my reflections; I have 
1ay be HM edeavoured to examine them in their full extent, to xecolle& the 
the Con yerious occurrences by which the miniſtry might have been in- 
s oc MW ſienced to engage in them, and to diſcover the certain and the proba- 


Ide conſequences which they may either immediately, or more re- 


pears 
own eve notely produce; I have laboured to collect from thoſe who are ſup- 
ettlemene pod ro be moſt acquainted with the ſtate of Europe, and the ſcheme 


of Briciſh policy which is at preſent: purſued, the arguments which 


ne, Cu? 
8 . * . 
cin be offered in favour of theſe new engagements ; and have com- 


d of in bed them with the conduct of former ages upon the like occaſions; 
ples from but the reſult of all my ſearches into hiſtory, all my converſation with 
ome fad polticians of every party, and all my private meditations, has been 
ide mii ah, that I am every hour confirmed by ſome new evidence in the 


opinion which I had firſt formed; and now imagined myſelf to know 
yiat | at firſt believed, that we are entangled in a labyrinth of which 
zo end is to be ſeen, and in which no certain path has yet. been dif 
covered; that we are purſuing ſchemes which are in no degree neceſ- 
ſary to the profperity of our country, by means which are apparently 
contrary to law, to policy, and to juſtice; and that we are involved 
in a foreign quarreb only to waſte that blood, and exhauſt that trea- 
ſuch nu ſure, which might be employed in recovering the rights of commerce, 
| greater anc rezaining the dominion of the fea, | 

iſtainel, To proſecute the war againſt Spain with that vigour which intereſt 


ddreſs be 
that con- 
he great 
expences 
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ppear to 
raciouſ] 


1ercen;-ſ #6 1elentment might be expected to produce, to repreſs that inſo- 
dvice or {ence by which our navigation has been confined, and to puniſh that 

rapactty by which our merchants have been plundered, and that 
the fal- cuclty by which our fellow-ſubjects have been enſlaved, tortured and 
with (oF murdered, had been an attempt in which every honeſt man would 
\ deliver radi) have concurred, and to which all thoſe who had ſenſe to 
ink tte dicern their own intereſt, or virtue to promote the public happineſs, 
t it jet would cheerfully have contibuted, however loaded with taxes, op- 
e pro- prellcd with a ſtanding army, and plundered by the vultures. of a 
duced 


many arguments in Jaſons of it, which perhaps will not occur 
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«court: nor is the ancient ſpirit of the Britiſh nation ſo much 4, 
preſſed, but that when Spain had been ſubdued, when our rights de 
been publicly acknowledged, our loſſes repaired, and our colonie 
ſecured; when our ſhips had again failed in ſecurity, and our fg 
awed the ocean of America, we might then have extended our view 
to foreign countries, might have aſſumed once more the guardianſii 
of the liberties of Europe, have given law to the powers of th 
continent, and ſuperintend the happineſs of mankind. But int 
preſent ſituation of our affairs, when we have made war for yea 
without advantage, while our moſt important rights are yet ſubje 
to the chance of battle, why we ſhould engage in the defence 
other princes more than our ſtipulations require, I am not able u 
diſcover ; nor can I conceive what motive can incite us, after havin 
ſuffered ſo much from a weak enemy to irritate a ſtronger. 

To the meaſures which are now purſued, were there no other ar 


guments to be alledged againſt them, 1 ſhould think it, my Lords, Againft 
ſufficient objection that they are unneceſſary, and that this is not , with 
time for political experiments, or for wanton expences. I ſhoul raed witl 
h think, that the preſent diſtreſſes of the public ought to reſtrain you ſending ou 
Lordſhips from approving any ſteps by which our burthens may be carge us 
made more heavy, burthens under which we are already ſinking, andﬀſittick us 
which a peace of more than __ years has not contributed i lone aga 
lighten. our ancier 
But that they are e my Lords, is the weakeſt allegationſſQaps ſeecre 
that can be offered; for they are ſuch as tend not only to obſtruct t ¶punder, 
advancement of more advantageous deſigns, but to bring upon us .I know 
heavieſt calamities; they will not only hinder us from increaſing oui confdence 
ſtrength, but will fink us to the greateſt degree of weakneſs; theyiſſconciouſn 
will not only impoveriſh us for the preſent, which may be ſometime s; nor 


the effect of uſeful and beneficial deſigns, but may depreſs us belowſuat this : 


à poſſibility of recovery, and reduce us to receive laws from ſome with whic 
foreign power. to delude 

This is, indeed, a dreadful proſpect; but what other can ariſe toWcurity ; 
us from a war with France, with the moſt wealthy empire of te dan that 
univerſe, of which we were ſufficiently ſhewn the ſtrength in the late Wor affair: 
war, by the reſiſtance which all the ſurrrounding nations found it be explod 
able to make againſt their united efforts, and which the debts thatyFuccefſion 
they then contracted, and the towns that were then deſtroyed, vil duch, 


not _ ſuffer them to n. Of this empire, my Lords, pr &rlv} fag 
powerful, 
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much de 


verful, thus formidable, neither the dominions are contracted, 


Tights baer the trade impaired, nor the inhabitants diminiſhed. The French 
ir colon nes are no leſs numerous than under their late mighty monarch, 
d our fa bei territories are increaſed by new acquiſitions, their trade has long 
our ven den promoted by the deſtruction of ours, and their wealth has been 
ardianſhighſhy conſequence increaſed. They have not, my Lords, like this un- 


rs of the 
ut in t 
* for yea 
et ſubje 
defence o 
t able 16 
er having 


kppy nation, been exhauſted by temporary expedients and uſeleſs 
umaments; they have not haraſſed their merchants to aggrandiſe 
the Court, nor thrown away the opportunities which this interval of 
quiet has afforded them, in the ſtruggles of faction; they have not 
en multiplying officers to betray the people, and taxing the people 
J fpport their oppreſſors; but have with equal policy, diligence, 
and ſucceſs, recovered the loſſes which they then ſuſtained, and 
enabled themſelves to make another ſtand againſt a general con- 


other arWkteracy. 

Lords, Againſt this empire, my Lords, are we now to be engaged in a 
; is not var, without trade, and without money, loaded with debts, and ha- 
I hond ed with exactions; for what conſequences can be expected from 


ending our troops into the frontier-towns, but that the French will 
charge us with beginning hoſtilities, and declare war againſt us, or 
attack us without a declaration; and that we ſhall be obliged to ſtand 
Jone againſt the whole power of the Houſe of Bourbon, while all 
cur ancient allies ſtand at a diſtance ſpiritleſs and intimidated, or per- 
haps ſecretly incite our enemies againſt us, in hopes of ſharing our 
plunder, or of riſing on our ruin. | ; 
1 know it has been alledged, and alledged with ſuch a degree of 
confidence, as it is reaſonable to hope nothing could produce but a 


ain you 

may de 
ing, and 
ibuted tt 


Ilegation 
truct the 
n us the 
ſing our 


{s ; they conciouſneſs of truth, that the Dutch have already conſented to aſſiſt 
metim es; nor is it without regret, that I find myſelf obliged to declare, 
is belong unt this aſſertion is nothing more than one of thoſe tranſient viſions 


m ſome 
to delude the people, to pacify their clamours, and lull them in 


ariſe u keurity; one of thoſe artifices from which nothing more is expected 


of teh dan that it ſhall operate upon the nation, till the circumſtances of 
the late aur affairs furniſh out another, which is likewiſe, in a ſhort time to 
und it be exploded only to make way for new falſhoods in a perpetual 


Its that 
d, wil 
J thus 
werful, 


ſucceſſion. | 1 1 

duch, my Lords, is the art of government diſcovered by the won- 
Grlu] ſagacity of modern ſtateſmen ; who have found out, that it is 
N : eaſier 


vith which it has been for a long time the cuſtom of Britiſh miniſters 
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. eafier to palliate than to cure; and that the people may be quiet 
by political ſoporifics, while difenſes are preying upon them, wii 
their itrength decays, and their vitals are conſumed. 

That theſe falſhoods prevail upon mankind, and that. aſter the di 
covery of one cheat, another equally groſs is patiently borne, cannd 
but raiſe the wonder of a man who views the world at a diſtance 
and who has not opportunities of enquiring into the various motiy 
of action or belief. Such an one would be inclined to think us 
nation of fools, that muſt be tilled with rattles, or amuſed with 
baubles; and would readily conclude, that our miniſters wer 
obliged to practiſe ſugh fallacies, becauſe they could not prevail upot 
us by motives adapted to reaſonable beings. 
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deſpair to reform. 
This report of the engagement if the Dutch: | in our meaſures, 
ſhall however furniſh our miniſters with no opportunity of boaſting 


their Addreſs, nor ſhall it paſs any longer without contradiction; 
q | 2 


Germany 
remain, 
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But if we reflect, my Lords, upon the different nll uo - The lat 

which reports like theſe are propagated and oppoſed, it will eaſily dy be m 

diſcovered that their ſucceſs is not to be imputed either to ſuperi that they 

art on one fide, or uncommon weakneſs on the other. It is wei tention, 

known that they are promoted by men hired for that purpoſe wifi od cor 

large falaries, or beneficial employments, and that they can cer the 

oppoſed only from a delire of detecting falſhood, and advancing th vithdraw 

public happineſs: it is apparent that thoſe who invent, thoſe wh hve ther 

circulate, and perhaps part of thoſe who counterſeit belief of then ohe int 

are incited by the proſpect of private advantage, and immediac tit of pt 

| profit; and that thoſe who ſtop them in their career by contradiction xr, and 
b and objections, can propoſe no other benefit to themſelves, than tha fred ther 
: which they ſhall receive in common with every other member of It ma. 
1 community; and therefore whoever has ſufficiently obſerved man (ers, o 
5 kind, to diſcover the reaſon for which ſelf-intereſt has in almoſt a Holland 
| 0 ages prevailed over public ſpirit, will be able to fee why reports lle twenty th 
Wl i theſe are not always ſuppreſſed by ſeaſonable detections, nuſt be t 
1 A miniſter ought not to flatter himſelf that he has always GeceivediM tr its O. 
9 thofe who appear to credit his repreſentations; their ſilence is not h cncile v 
Wit often the effect of credulity, as of cowardice or indolence. Many that this 
} 4 are overborne by the pomp of great offices, and others who diſtin-W i may jv 
Wl guiſh more clearly, and judge with greater freedom, are contented unite, ar 
Wi to enjoy their own refleftions, without reproving thoſe whom the) df Auſtri 
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be quieta , | [ball without any ſcruple affirm in the preſence of this auguſt 
em, whil 501 that the Dutch have hitherto appeared abſolutely neu- 

al; that they have not ſhewn any approbation of our meaſures, nor. 
er the dig :nclination to aſſiſt us in them. I know, my Lords, how diſ- 
ne, cann greeable this aſſertion may be to thoſe, whoie intereſt it is that man- 


diſtance 
is motiv 
hink us 
uſed witl 
ters wer 


6nd ſhou!d believe them of no leſs importance in the eyes of foreign 
mers than in their own, and ſhould imagine that the remoteſt 
4ions of the world are influenced by their motions, and directed 
their counſels ; but however they may reſent this declaration, I 
ky them to confute it, and now call upon them to ſhew that the 
Jutch have engaged in any meaſure for the ſupport of the Queen of 
Hungary. | 9 4 
Ie late augmentation of twenty hectic men, which may poſ- 
ſhy be mentioned as a proof of their intention, ſhews nothing but 


Vail upot 


| eaſily ) 


d ſuperic that they purſue their own intereſt with their ufual prudence and 
t is well tention, and with ſuch as it is to be wiſhed that our miniſters 
poſe wit yould condeſcend to learn from them; and that they are too wiſe to 

can b der the towns from which the Auſtrians have, by our perſuaſions, 


nithorawn their troops to fall into the hands of the French. They 
hve thereford ſubſtituted new garriſons, but ſeem to have no regard 
the intereſt of the Queen of Hungary, nor any other view than 
tat of providing for their own ſecurity, waiting the event of the 
war, and laying hold of any advantage that may accidentally be of- 
ered them. 

lt may be urged farther by thoſe who are deſirous to deceive 
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Holland has paſſed a vote for aſſiſting the Queen of Hungary with 
twenty thouſand men ; but if it be remembered, my Lords, that this 
muſt be the general act of the United States, and that every province 


ZeceivedY hs its own particular views to gratify, and its own intereſt to re- 
s not (8 concile with the general good, it may be very reaſonably ſufpected, 

Many that this affiſtance is yet rather the object of hope than expectation z 
> diſtiu- . may juſtly be feared, that before io many various diſpoſitions will 


ntented mite, and ſuch different ſchemes will be made conſiſtent, the Houſe 


m they Auſtria may be examined, that our forces may be deſtroyed, and. 


Germany enſlaved by the French. Then, my Lords, what will 
eaſures, remain, but that we ſhall curſe that folly that involved us iu diſtant, 
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hers, or willing to be deceived themſelves, that the province of 
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treaſure in foreign countries, which we may quie dly want for 
defence of our own ? 

It muſt be indeed confeſſed, that if an anos iS = be _ 
our condition, from the conduct of our miniſters, the fear of ex 
bauſting our treaſure muſt be merely panic, and the precepts of { 
gality which other States have grown great by obſerving, are to 
abſolutely unneceſſary. It may reaſonably be imagined that we hay 
fome fecret mine, or hidden repoſitory of gold, which no degree g 
extravagance can drain, and which may for ever ſupply the mo 
laviſh expences without diminution. 


For upon what other ſuppoſition, my Lords, can any man atiemyſ 


2 defence of the contract, by which we have obtained for one cam 
paign the ſervice of the troops of Hanover? What but the conf 
dence of funds that can never be deficient, could influence them tc 
conclude a ſtipulation, by which levy-money is to be paid for troop 
of which not a ſingle regiment was raifed for our ſervice, or on 


preſent occaſion; which were eſtabliſhed for the ſecurity of the 


EleQtorate of Hanover, and would have been maintained, though we 
had not engaged in the affairs of the continent. 
What were the reaſons which induced our miniſtry to employ the 


forces of Hanover, it is, perhaps, not neceſſary to enquire. The 


only motive that ought to have influenced them, was the proſpect o 


obtaining them upon cheap terms; for, my Lords, if the troops off 


Hanover cannot be obtained, but at the ſame expence with thoſe o 

Britain, I am not able to diſcover, why they ſhould be preferred, 
I have never heard, my Lords, any uncommon inſtances of Hano- 
verian courage, that ſhould incline us to truſt the cauſe of Europe 
rather to that nation than to our own; and am. inclined to believe, 
that Britain is able to produce men equal in all military virtues to 
any native of that happy country; a country which, though it wa 
thought worthy to be ſecured by a neutrality, when all the neigh» 


' bouring provinces were expoſed to the ravages of war, I have never 


heard celebrated for any peculiar excellencies ; and of which [I can- 


- not but obſerve, that it was indebted for its ſecurity rather to the 
precaution of its prince, than the bravery of its inhabitants. 


This demand of levy-money ſhocks every Briton yet more ſtrong}, 
en conſidering by whom it is required; required by that family 


whom we have raiſed from a petty dominion, for which homage was 
paid to a ſuperior power; and which was, perhaps, only ſuffered. to 
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ruin the appearance of a ſeparate fovereignty; becauſe it was not 
worth the labour and expence of an invaſion; becauſe it would 
pier increaſe riches not titles, nor gratify either avarice or ambi- 
wn; by a family whom from want and weakneſs we have exalted 
T Be, from whence, with virtue equal to their power, they 
may iſue their mandates to the remoteſt parts of the earth, may 
cribe the courſe of war in diſtant empires, and diftate terms of 
ace to balf the Monarchs of the globe. | 
[ſhould imagine, my Lords, that when a King of the Houſe of 
Hanover ſurveys his natives, reviews his troops, or examines his 
menue, beholds the ſplendor of his court, or contemplates the ex- 
Fit of his dominions, he cannot but ſometimes, however unwil- 
Jngly, compare his preſent ſtate with that of his anceſtors ; and that 
when he gives audience to the ambaſſadors of princes, who, per- 
haps, never heard of Hanover, and directs the payment of ſums, by 
the ſmalleſt of which all his ancient inheritance would be dearly 
quchaſed ; and reflects, as ſurely he ſometimes will, that all theſe 
jonours and riches, this reverence from foreign powers, and his 
kmeſtic ſplendor, are the gratuitous and voluntary gifts of the 
nizhty people of Britain, he ſhould find his heart overflowing with 
limited gratitude, and ſhould be ready to ſacrifice to the happi- 
tek of his benefactors, not only every petty intereſt, or accidental 
nclination, but even his repoſe, his ſafety, or his life ; that he ſhould 
te ready to eaſe them of every burthen before they complained, and 
bad them with all his power before they requeſted his aſſiſtance; 
tat he ſhould conſider his little territories as only a contemptible 
frovince to his Britiſh empire, a kind of nurſery for troops to be 
employed without haraffing his more valuable ſubjects. 

It might be at leaſt hoped, my Lords, that the princes of the 
Houſe of Hanover might have the ſame regard to this nation as to 
Kings from whom they never received any benefit, and whom they 


cught in reality always to have conſidered as enemies, yet even from 


lich-levy-money was not always required; or if required, was not 
ways received. 

There was once a time, my Lords, before any of this'race wore 
tie Crown of Britain; when the great French Monarch, Lewis 
Av. being under a neceſſity of hiring auxiliary troops, applied to 
the Duke of Hanover, as a prince whofe neceſſities would naturally 


2 him to ſet the lives of his ſubjects at a cheap rate. The 
Duke, 
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Duke, pleaſed with an oppportunity of trafficking with ſo wealthy 
Monarch, readily promiſed a ſupply of troops; and demanded ley 
money to be paid him, that he might be enabled to raiſe them. Ba 
Hanoverian reputation was not then raiſed fo high, as that th 


French King ſhould truſt him with his money. Lewis ſuſpeRe; 


and made no ſcruple of declaring his ſuſpicion, that the demand 
levy-money was only a pretence to obtain a ſum which would ney 
afterwards be repaid, and for which no troops would be obtaineg! 
and therefore with his uſual prudence inſiſted, that the troops ſhoult 
firſt march, and then be paid. Thus for ſome time the treaty . 
at a ftand: but the King being equally in want of men, as th 
Duke of money, and perceiving, perhaps, that it was really imprac 
ticable for ſo -indigent a prince to raiſe troops without ſome pecy 
niary aſſiſtance, offered him at length a ſmall ſum, which was gladlj 
accepted, though much below the original demand. The troop 
were engaged in the ſervice of France; and the Duke of Hanoye 
thought bimſelf happy in being able to amuſe himſelf at his Jeiſurd 
with the rattle of money. . 

Such, my Lords, were the conditions on which the troops ol 
Hanover were furniſhed in former times; and ſurely what coul 
then be produced by the love of money, or the awe of a fuperio 
power, might now be expected as the effect of gratitude and 
kindneſs. | 

But not to dwell any longer, my Lanks upon particular circum 
ſtances of meaſures, of which the whole ſcheme is contrary to the 
apparent intereſt of this empire, I ſhall not enquire farther, why 
auxiliaries are employed on this occaſion rather than Britons, rathe 
than thoſe whoſe bravery is celebrated to the moſt diſtant corners 0 
the earth ? why, if mercenaries are neceſſary, thoſe of Hanover are 
preferred to others: or why, if they are, indeed, preferable, they are 
now to be hired at an higher rate than at any former.time ? Tt appears 
to me of far more importance to undermine the foundation, than to 
batter the ſuperſtructure of our preſent ſyſtem of politics; and ol 
greater uſe to enquire, why we have engaged in a war on the conti 
nent, than why we carry it on with ridiculous profuſion. 

d appears to me, my Lords, that there are many reaſons which, 


with the ſame circumſtances, would have withheld any nation but 


this from ſuch a dangerous interpoſition. The Dutch we ſee, ate 
content to look on without action, though they are more intereſted 
| in 
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wealth ute event, and leſs embarraſſed on any other ſide. We are already 
4 J agaged in a war, of which no man can foreſee the concluſion; but 

evy : 


wich cannot be ended unſucceſsfully, without the utmoſt danger to 
ur moſt important intereſts ; and which yet has hitherto produced 
wy loſſes and diſgrace, has impoveriſhed our merchants, and inti- 
[ited our ſoldiers. Whether theſe loſſes are the effects of weak- 
bor treachery, is a queſtion which Jam not ambitious of endea- 
waring to decide, and of which the deciſion is, indeed, by no 
cans neceſſary in the preſent debate; ſince if we are too weak to 
kuegle with Spain, unaſſiſted as ſhe is, and embarraſſed with dif- 
bent views, I need not ſay what will be our condition, when the 
Idole Houſe of Bourbon ſhall be combingd againſt us; when that 
pation which ſtood alone for ſo man years againſt the united efforts 
Europe, ſhall attack us DE with taxes, enervated with cor- 
nption, and diſunited from all allies. Whether the troops of Hanover 
vill afiſt us at that time, I cannot determine. Perhaps in the de- 
{tion of the Britiſh dominions, it may be thought expedient to 
teure a more valuable and important country by a timely neutra- 
ky; but if we have any auxiliaries from thence, we mult then ne- 
efarily obtain them upon cheaper terms. | 

If our inaRtivity in the European ſeas, and our ill ſucceſs in thoſe 
ab America be, as it is generally ſuſpected, the conſequence of per- 
eious counſels, and private machinations z if our flects are ſent out 
ith orders to make no attempt againſt our enemies, or our admi- 
nls commanded to retreat before them; ſurely no higher degree of 

madneſs can be imagined, than that of provoking new enemies 
Itfore we have experienced a change of counſels, and found reaſon 
b place in our miniſters and ſtateſmen that confidence which war 
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they ar This is the conduct, my Lords, which I ſhould think moſt ra- 
appears tonal, even though we were attacked in ſome of our real rights, 


ad though the quarrel about which we were debating was our own z 
| ſhould think the neareſt danger the greateſt, and ſhould adviſe 
fattence under foreign . inſults, till we had redreſſed our domeſtic 
mMevances ; till we had driven treachery from the Court, and cor- 
uption from the Senate. But much more proper do I think this 


than to 
and of 
conti- 


which, 5 
15 95 conduct, when we are invited only to engage in diſtant war, in a 
TH Gbute about the dominion of princes, in the bowels of the conti- 
2 : "I . ; q 
ent; of princes of whom it is not certain, that we ſhall receive 
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xn ; 
either advantage or ſecurity from their greatneſs, or that we Thou 
ſuffer any loſs or injury by their fall. 

"But, my Lords, I know it will be anſwered, thas the Queen o 
Hungary has a right by treaty to our aſſiſtance; and that in becom 
ing guarantees of the Pragmatic Sanction, we engaged to ſuppory 
her in the dominions of her anceſtors. This, my Lords, is an an 


to invalidate the ſtrength. I allow that ſuch a ſtipulation was made 
and that treaties ought to be obſerved, at whatever hazard, with un 
violated faith. Tt has been indeed objected, that many nations en ce to 
gaged with us in the ſame treaty, whom intereſt or cowardice had 
inclined to neglect it; and that we ought not to become the ſtanding 
garriſon of Europe, or to defend alone thoſe territories, to the pre 
ſervation of which ſo many States are obliged to contribute equal 
with ourſelves. But this, my Lords, appears to me an argumen 
of which the ill conſequences can never be fully diſcovered ; an ar 
gument which diffolves all the obligations of contracts, deſtroys the 
foundation of moral juſtice, and lays ſociety open to all the miſchiek 
of perfidy, by making the validity of oaths and contracts dependent 
upon chance, and regulating the duties of one man by the conduct 
of another. I pretend not, my Lords, to long experience, and 
therefore in diſcuſſing intricate queſtions, may be eafily miſtaken, 
But as in my opinion, my Lords, morality is ſeldom difficult, but 
when it is clouded with an intention to deceive others or ourſelyes, 
I ſhall venture to declare with more confidence, that in proportion 
as one man negles his duty, another is more ſtrictly obliged to 
practiſe his own, that his example may not help forward the general 
corruption, and that thoſe who are injured by the perfidy of others, Wninions © 
may from his ſincerity have a proſpect of relief. Theſe, 
I believe all politics that are not founded on morality will be {ſk more fat 
found fallacious and deſtructive, if not immediately, to thoſe who WWW do not ſe 
practiſe them; yet conſequentially by their general tendency to nh for a 
if zeal fo 
if Hanov 
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order of the world. I ſhall therefore allow, that what juſtice re- 


quires from a private man, becomes, in parallel circumſtances, the Theſe ; 
duty of a nation; and ſhal!, therefore, never adviſe the violation ol Wiſtheſe are 
a ſolemn treaty. The ſtipulations in which we engaged, wh a oppot 
we became guarantees of the Pragmatic Sanction, are doubtlels to Wi indigne 
be obſerved; and it is, therefore, one of the ſtrongeſt objections contempt, 

againk WY vor. 1 
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aft the meaſures which we are now eine that we ſhall be 
Lfdious at a greater expence than fidelity would have required, 
hall exhauſt the treaſure of the nation without n the Queen 


Hungary. 
To explain this aſſertion, my Fords, it is —— to take a view 


(rap ; 
we ſhoul; 


Queen 7 
in becom 


to ſupport 

is an ande conſtitution of the German body, which conſiſts of a great 

ot attemp aber of ſeparate governments independent on each other, but 
vas made ect in ſome degree to the Emperor as the general head. The 

with un eds of each ſtate are governed by their prince, and owe no alle- 


tions en 
dice hays 


nee to any other ſovereign ; but the prince performs homage to 
le Emperor, and having thereby acknowledged himſelf his feudatory, 


ſtanding dependent, may be puniſhed for rebelliqn againſt. him. The title 
the pre be Emperor, and conſequently his claim to this. allegiance, and 
e equal e right of iſſuing the Ban againſt thoſe who ſhall refuſe it, is con- 


med by many ſolemn acknowledgments of the Diet, and amongſt 
by the grant of a pecuniary aid; this the preſent Emperor has 


irpument! 
; an ar 


troys the blputably received, an aid having been already granted him in the 
miſchieß er, of a ſubſidy for eighteen months; and therefore none of the 
ependent obs of Germany can now be employed againſt him, without ſub- 


conduct 
ce, and 


k&ing the prince to whom they belong to the . of the Ben, : 
| kind of civil excommunication, 


ſtaken, To what purpoſe then, my Lords, are we to Wea at a rate never 
ult, but ad, or perhaps demanded. before, troops which cannot ſerve us 
urſelves, Without ſubjecting; their prince to the charge of rebellion? Or Kow 


portion all we affiſt the Queen of Hungary, by collecting forces which dare 
liged to Wot act againſt the only enemy which ſhe has now to fear? Or in 
general tat new difficulties ſhall we be engaged, ſhould the ineſtimable do- 
others, ninions of Hanover be ſubjected to the imperial interdiction. 


Theſe, my Lords, are queſtions to which, I hope, we ſhall hear 
more ſatisfactory anſwer. than I am- able to conceive z for, indeed, 
do not ſee what remains, but to confeſs, that theſe troops are hired 
my for a military ſhow, to amuſe this nation with a falſe appearance 
f zeal for the preſervation of Europe, and to increaſe * n. 
if Hanover at the expence of Britain. 

Theſe are deſigns, my Lords, which no man will avow, and yet. 
heſe are the only deſigns which I can yet diſcover ;/ and therefore I 
ſhall oppoſe all the meaſures that tend to their execution. If the heat 
f indignation, or the aſperity of reſentment, or the wantonneſs of 
Ontempt, have betrayed me into any expreſſions unworthy of the 
Vor. II. U | dignity 
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'dignity of this Houſe, I hope they will be forgiven 1 your Lordlhind | | far cel 
for any other degree of freedom I ſhall make no apology, baving, bg, 0 * 
a peer, a right to deliver my opinion, and as a Briton, to aſſert olfiiFurope 
independence of my native country, when I ſee, or imagine my ov not 
1 to ſee, that it is ignominiouſly and illegally ſubjected to the promotiii By ente 
19 of the petty intereſt of the province of Hanover. the crowr 
4 Lord CAR TERERT then roſe and made anſwer to the follow hich the 
effect: My Lords, As I doubt not but I ſhall be able to juſtify lunger of 
meaſures which are now purſued, in ſuch a manner as may ent de fie 
them to the approbation of your Lordſhips, I propoſed to hear all i 
objections that ſhould be made, before I attempted a vindicato Thoſe 1 
that the debate might be ſhortened, and that the arguments on bol r not or 
ſides might be conſidered as placed in the full ſtrength of oppoſition, wi 
and that it might be diſcerned how objections, however ſpecious Nur can at 
'themſelves, would vaniſh before the light of reaſon and truth, either by 
But the noble Lord has made it neceſſary for me to alter my deſgii iperior fo 
by a ſpeech which I will not applaud, becauſe it has, in my opiniai is, IT 
an ill tendency ; nor cenſure, becauſe it wanted neither the ſplend{Myould ga 
of eloquence, nor the arts of reaſoning ; and had no other defe(iis to relie 
than that which muſt always be produced by a bad cauſe, _ xr reſtorin 
the arguments, and errors in the aſſertions. Of this 
This ſpeech Iam obliged to anſwer, becauſe his Lordſhip has beg ege, a5 i. 
pleaſed to call out for any Lord who will aſſert, that the Dutch h might b 
agreed to concur with us in aſſiſting the Queen of Hungary, Ih dividin; 
all the provinces of that republic have agreed to aſſiſt us, is indeꝗ i Thus, 
not true; nor do J know, my Lords, by whom or upon what aer armi 
"thority it was aſſerted; but the concurrence of the province of Ho rountains 
land, the moſt important of all, and whoſe example the reſt ſeldoſ bey are e 
delay to follow, has been obtained, which is ſufficient to encour ¶ beſe regie 
us to vigorous reſolutions, by * the reſt may be animated to Wet more 
ſpeedy compliance. that fleet 
© The concurrence of this province has been already the 1 acer the 
of the meaſures which have been lately purſued; meaſures from wic Nor do 
though juſt and ſucceſsful, the miniſtry cannot claim much applaul of the pri 
*becauſe all choice was denied, and they were obliged either to remii ol the oth: 
paſſi ve ſpectators of the ruin of Europe, and, by conſequence, « te arms e 
Britain, or to do what they have done. And ſurely, my Lord waſion 0 
that neceſſity which deprives them of all claim to panegyric, will WW" * han 
like wiſe a ſufficient ſecurity from cenſure. There is, indeed, no real over of 
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| car cenſure from judges ſo conch and experienced as your Lord- 
ang to whom it may without difficulty be proved, that the balance 
| I kurope has already changed its poſition, and the Houſe of Bourbon 
þ ow not able to preponderate againſt the other powers. 
| By entering into an alliance with Sardinia, we have taken from 
he crown of Spain all the weight of the territories. of Italy, of 
nich the Auſtrian forces are now in poſſeſſion, without fear or 
Wncer of being interrupted ; while the paſſes of the ocean are ſhut 
phe fects of Britain, and thoſe of the mountains by the troops of 
linia. 
Thoſe s 8 which.1 were triiaſported 5 * Spaniſh l 
not only loſt to their native country, but expoſed without pro- 
ion, without ammunition, without retreat, and without hope: 
uur can any human proſpect diſcover how they can eſcape deſtruction, 
either by the fatigue of marches, or the want of neceſſaries, or the 
perior force of an army well ſupplied and elated with ſucceſs. 
This, my Lords, is an embarraſſment from which the Spaniards 
vuld gladly be freed at any expence, from which they would bribe 
to relieve them, by permitting the demolition of new "Gs 
3 the army which we loſt at Carthagena. ? 
| Of this alliance the Queen of Hungary already finds the alin 
ge, as it preſerves countries in her poſſeſſion, which if once loſt, 
t might be impoſſible to recover; and ets her free from the neceſſity 
of dividing her army for the protection of diſtant territories. 
Thus, my Lords, the Spaniards, are obſtructed and diſtruſted; of 
heir armies, one is condemned to waſte away at the feet of impaſlable 
mountains, only to hear of the deſtruction of their countrymen whom 


ey are endeavouring to relieve, and the eſtabliſhment of peace in 


tele regions of which they had projected the conqueſt; and the other, 
jet more unfortunate, has been ſucceſsfully tranſported, only to ſee 
that fleet which permitted their paſlage RY their ſupplies, and 
binder their retreat. 

Nor do we, my Lords, PW N thus int oppoſed. one 
a the princes of the Houſe of Bourbon, fear or ſhun the reſentment 
df the other; we doubt not to ſhew, that Britain is ſtill able to retard 
the arms of the haughty French, and to drive them back from the 
invaſion of other kingdoms to the defence of their own. The time 
8 at hand, my Lords, in which it will appear, that however the 


Pojer of France has been exaggerated, with whatever ſervility her 
U 2 protection 
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protection has been courted, and with whatever meanneſs her ink * 

lence has been barne, this nation has not yet loſt its influence by. br -4 
5 


ſtrength, that it is yet able to fill the continent with armies, to a: 
protection to its allies, and ftrike terror into thoſe who have hither 

trampled under foot the faith of treaties and rights of Sovereigt 
and ranged over the dominions of the neighbouring princes, with 
ſecurity of lawful poſſeſſors, and the pride of conquerors, 

It has been objected by the noble Lord, that this change is not! 
be expected from an army compoſed of auxiliary troops from any ( 
the provinces of the German empire, becauſe they cannot ad again 
the general head. I can eaſily, my Lords, ſolve this difficulty, fo 
my long acquaintance with the conſtitution of the empire, which 
underſtood before the noble Lord, who has entertained you with 
diſcourſe upon it, was in being; but IL will not engroſs your timd 
or retard your determination by a ſuperfluous diſquiſition, which m 
be now ſafely omitted; ſince I am allowed by his Majeſty to aſſut 
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| : may Very 
your Lordſhips, that the Heſſian and Hanoverian troops ſhall been... rigoro 
ployed in aflifting the Queen of Hungary, and that they have alrea k is the 
received orders to make the preparations necellary for marching in. what | 
the empire. bred from 
After this declaration, my Lords, the moſt formidable objeftio by their fit 
againft the preſent meaſures will, J hope, be no more heard in thi wn enquiry 
debate; for it will be by no means proper for any Lord to renew wind, it ir 
by enquiring, whether his Majeſty's reſolution is not a breach of HMM, and 
imperial conſtitution, or whether it will not expoſe his electoral ol. reſult; 
minions to danger. For it is not our province to judge of the hu noſt e 
of other nations, to examine when they are violated, or to enfore..c.... in 
the obſervation of them; nor is it neceſſary, ſince the intereſts ¶ 7 to dil 
Britain and Hanover are irreconcileably oppoſite, to endeavour . Fes, Ou! 
preſervation of dominions which their own Es dah is inclined u peceſſary ! 
hazard. $ ancient 
Thus, my Lords, I hope it appears, that the common intereſt ouors, 
Britain and Europe is ſteadily purſued ; that the Spaniards feel ti But mo 
effects of a war with Britain by their diſtreſs and embarraſſment; tu een imp 
the Queen of Hungary difcovers, that the ancient allies of her famil on) has 
have not deſerted her; and that France, amidſt her boaſts and ht tencived « 
projects, perceives the determined oppoſers of her grandeur agiert. It 
ſetting her at ene. five woul, 
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"The Duke of W ſpoke to the calling effect: My 
lands, The aſſurance which the noble Lord who fpoke laſt declares 
Intel to have conceived of being able to demonſtrate the propriety 
«the preſent meaſures, muſt ſurely ariſe from ſome intelligence which 
bs been hitherto ſuppreſſed, : or ſome knowledge of future events 
ar to himſelf; for I cannot diſcover any force in the arguments 
hich he has been pleaſed to uſe, that could produce in him fuch 


* Is nott afdence of ſucceſs, nor any circumſtances in the preſent appear- 
"mn 27 lace of Europe, that do not ſeem to demand a different conduct. 
A again The reaſonableneſs of our meaſures at this time, at at all others, 
ty, fro wſt be evinced by arguments drawn from an attentive review. of the 
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ur of our own country, compared with that of the neighbouring 


lich are at one time uſeful, may at another be pernicious; and that 
ither a gradual rotation of power, or a caſual variation of intereſt, 
j very properly produce changes in the COPIES of the moſt ſteady 
und vigorous adminiſtration, p 7p 

is therefore proper, in the examination of this 8 to con- 
fler what is the ſtate of our own nation, and what is to be hoped or 
fared from the condition of thoſe kingdoms, which are moſt enabled 
by their ſituation to benefit or to hurt us: and in enquiry, my Lords, 
m enquiry that can give little pleaſure to an honeſt and benevolent 
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har, and impoveriſhed by the diminution of our commerce; and 
the reſult, therefore, of this firſt conſideration is, that thoſe meaſures 
re moſt eligible which are moſt frugal; and that to waſte the public 
trealure in unneceſſary expences, or to load the people with new taxes 
ly to diſplay a mockery of war on the continent, or to amuſe our- 
Elves, our allies, or our enemies, with the idle oſtentation of un- 
heceſſary numbers, is to drain from the nation the laſt remains of 
Is ancient vigour, inſtead of. aſſiſting its * from its preſent 
ours, | | 

But money, however n however neceſſary, has S 
deen imprudently and unſeaſonably ſpared; and an ill-timed parſi- 
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ved of all who would not endeavour to preſerve it by the loſs of 
ar agait 


art. It is therefore to be conſidered, whether meaſures leſs expen- 


by tiring forei gu troops, though at a very bigh rate, at a rate which 
93 would 
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tions ; for no man will deny, that thoſe methods of proceeding . 


pind, it immediately occurs, that we are 2 nation exhauſted by a long 


bony has been known to haſten calamities, by which thoſe have been 


Ive would not have been more dangerous; and whether we have not, 
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would have been demanded from no other nation, Purchaſed'y 
exemption from diſtreſſes, inſults, and invaſions. 

The only nations, my Lords, whom we have any reaſon to ſuſpeb 
of a deſign to invade us, or that have power to put any ſuch deſigf 
in execution, are well known to be the French and Spaniards; frog 
theſe, indeed, it may juſtly be expected, that they will omit no oppo 
tunity of gratifying that hatred which difference of religion and con 
trariety of intereſt cannot fail to continue from age to ape; 2 
therefore we ought never to imagine ourſelves ſafe, while it is in thei 
power to endanger us. But of theſe two nations, my Lords, the on 
is already diſarmed by the navies of Britain, which confine her fe 
to their harbours, and, as we have been Jar now informed, pre 


Why thi 
W double b. 


clude her armies from ſupplies : the other is without a fleet able of! to hir 
tranſport an army, her troops are diſperſed in different countrie uy var be 
and her treaſures exhauſted by expeditions or negotiations "equi lect wh 
_ Expenſive. | he village: 
There is therefore, my Lords, no danger of an invaſion, ei which 1 
though we had no forces by which it could be oppoſed ; but mic ſeen retair 
leſs is it to be feared, when it is remembered, that the ſea is cover That th 
with our ſhips of war, and that all the coaſts of Europe are Awed en, i 
alarmed by the navies of Britain. alance of 
This then, my Lords, is ſurely the time, when we Gigi m—_ OY 
have ſacrificed any immediate and apparent intereſt to the fear | ſion of 
attempts from Spain or France, when we might without danger hai | 5 of 
aſſiſted our allies with our national troops, and have ſpared that mon e ſole 
which we have ſo laviſhly beſtowed upon auxiliaries ; when we migh lm which 
ſecurely have ſhewn the powers of the continent how much ti Pg 
m 0 


Britiſh valour is yet to be feared, and how little our late loſſes ( 
difgraces are to be imputed to the decline of our Courage or ol 
ſtrength. 

I ſuppoſe, my Lords, no man will confeſs, that Seelinr', troops har 
been hired as more to be truſted for their ſkill or bravery than ol 
own. To diſpute the palm of courage with any nation would be 
reproach to the Britiſh.name ; and if our ſoldiers are not at lei 
equally diſciplined with thoſe of other countries, it muſt be owned 
that taxes have been long paid to little purpoſe, that the glitter of ro 
views has been juſtly ridiculed as an empty ſhow, and that we hat 
long been flattered by our miniſters and generals with falſe —_ 
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thaſeg? But though I am far from believing, that the army has been ſup- 
ee only for the defence of our country ; and though I know, that 
vir oficers are frequently engaged in employments more important 
| the opinion of their directors, than that of regulating the diſcipline 
\ their regiments, and teaching the uſe of arms and the ſcience of 
r; jet, as I believe the courage of Britons ſuch as may often ſup- 
ye want of {kill, I cannot but conclude, that they are at leaſt as 
umidable as the troops of other countries, eſpecially when I remem- 
x, that they enter the —_ incited and ſupported by the reputation 
| their country. 
Why then, my Sd is SY nation condemned to ſupport at once 
W double burthen, to pay at home an army which can be of no uſe, 
u to hire auxiliaries, perhaps, equally unactive; to make war, if 
n war be intended, at an unneceſſary expence, and to pay, at once, 
feet which only floats upon the ocean, an army which only awes 
te villages from which it is ſupported, and a body of mercenaries, 
f which no man can 1421 ee with what _—_ they have 
been retained, N 
That they are intended for the ſupport of the Queen of Hungary 
bas been, indeed, aſſerted; and this contract has been produced as an 
aſtance of the-zeal of our miniſters for the aſſertion of, the Pragmatic: 
pandtion, the preſervation of the liberties of Europe, and the ſup- 
preſion of the ambitious enterprizes of the Houſe of Bourbon ; but 
rely, my. Lords, had the affiſtance of that illuſtrious Princeſs been 
tir ſole or principal intention, had they in reality dedicated the 
lm which is to be received by the troops of Hanover, to the ſacred 
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nber uſe of public faith and univerſal liberty, they might have found 

loſſes HM etdods of promoting it much more efficaciouſly at no greater ex- 
pence, Had they remitted that money to the Queen, ſhe would 


io bare been enabled to call nations to her ſtandard, to fill the plains of 
vermany with the hardy inhabitants of the mountains and the deſerts, 
and have deluged the empire of France with multitudes equally daring 

and rapacious, who would have deſcended upon a fruitful country like 

ultures on their prey, and have laid thoſe provinces in ruin which 

dow ſmile at the devaſtation of neighbouring countries, ſecure 1 in the 

protection of their mighty monarch. | 

By this method of carrying on the war, we might have ſecured our 

ly from danger which I cannot but think imminent and formidable, 

laugh it ſcems at preſent not to be feared, By ſo large an addition 
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to her troops, ſhe would have been enabled to fruſtrate thoſe This, 1 
which her ſucceſs may incline the King of Pruſſia to form againſt e nich arn 
for with whatever tranquillity he may now ſeem to look upon t artified ; 
general commotion, his conduct gives us no reaſon to imagine, * te affigne 
he has changed his maxims, that he is now forgetful or negligen contempt! 
of his own intereſt, or that he will not ſnatch the firſt opportunit gedtorate 
of aggrandizing himſelf * new e, 49 the Queen of Hun t bas 
gary's dominions, | qut foune 

At leaſt, my Lords, it may without ſcruple be aſſerted, that ti intereſt 0 
hopes which ſome either form or affect of engaging him in a con, andere 
federacy for the ſupport of the Pragmatic Sanction, are mere been thro 
chimerical. He who has hitherto conſidered no intereſt but his own has, ſince 
he who has perhaps endangered himſelf by attempting to weaken te vithout 2 


only power to which he, as well as the other princes of the empi 
can have recourſe for protection from the ambition of France, an 
has therefore broken the rules of policy only to gratify a favourit 
paſſion, will ſcarcely concur. in the exaltation of that family which 


he has fo lately endeavoured to depreſs, and which he has ſo mud This, 
exaſperated againſt him. If he is at length, my Lords, alarmed be borne: 
the ambition of the Houſe of Bourbon, and has learned not to facili our trade 
tate thoſe deſigns which are in reality formed againſt himſelf, it eau dare: to 
not be doubted, that he looks with equal fear on the Houſe of Auſtria confirma! 


that he knows his ſafety to conſiſt only in the weakneſs of both, der, our 
that in any conteſt between them, the, utmoſt that can 188. fron 
him is neutrality, 

But, my Lords, he whoſe ſecurity depends only on a ſupp 
that men will not deviate from right reaſon or true policy, is in a ſtat 
which, can afford him very little tranquillity or confidence: whateve 
is neceſſar ily to be preſerved, ought to be defended, not only from 
certain and conſtant danger, but from caſual and poſſible injuries 
and amongſt the reſt, from thoſe which may proceed from the muts 
bility of will, or the depravation of underſtanding ; nor ſhall we fuff 
ciently eſtabliſh the Houſe of Auftria, if we leave it liable to be ſhake! 
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whenever the King of Pruſſia ſhall feel his ambition re-kindled, af It wer 
his malevolence excited; we myſt not leave it dependent on the conduct 
friendſhip or policy of the neighbouring powers, but muſt enable 1 berniciot 
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This, my Lords, might have been done by a liberal ſubſidy, by 

dich amies might have been levied, garriſons eſtabliſhed, and cities 
; and why any other method was purſued, what reaſon can 

. What, but an inclination to aggrandize and enrich a 
— province, and to deck with the plunder of Britain the 

rate of Hanover? 

It has been ſuſpected, my Lords, (nar ia the ſuſpicion 3 with | 
ut foundation) that our meaſures have long been regulated by the 
tereſt of his Majeſty's electoral territories ; theſe. have been long 
conſidered as a gulph into which the treaſures of this nation have 
jeen thrown 3 and it has been obſerved, that the ſtate of the country 


ns fince the acceſſion of its princes to this throne, been changed 


yithout any viſible; cauſe z affluence has begun to wanton in their 
towns, and gold to glitter in their cottages, without the diſcovery of 
ines, or the increaſe of their trade; and new dominions have been 
purchaſed, of which it can ſcarcely be imagined, that the value was 
paid out of the revenues of Hanover. 

| This, my Lords, is unpopular, illegal, and unjuſt; _ this might 
he borne, in conſideration of great advantages, of the protection of 
our trade, and the ſupport of our honour. But there are men wha 
fare: to whiſper, and who, perhaps, if their ſuſpicions receive new 
confirmation, will publicly declare, that for the preſervation of Hano= 
per, our commerce has been neglected, and our honour impaired ; 
that to ſecure Hanover from invaſion, the Houſe of Bourbon has been 
courted, and the family of Auſtria embarraſſed and depreſſed. Theſe 


nen aſſert, without heſitation, that when we entered into a league 


with France againſt the Emperor and the Spaniards, in the reign of 
the late Emperor, no part of the Britiſh dominions were in danger; 
and that the alarm which was raiſed to reconcile the nation to mea- 
ſures ſo contrary to thoſe which former ages had purſued, was a ficti- 
tous deteſtable artifice of wicked policy, by which Britain was ene 
aged in the defence of dominions to which we awe no regard, as 
Fe can receive no real advantage from them. 

It were to be wiſhed, that no late inſtance could be elec of 
conduct regulated by the ſame principles; and that this ſhameful, this 
pernicious partiality had been univerſally allowed to have ceaſed with 
tie late reign; but it has never yet been ſhewn, that the late neu- 
trality, by which Hanover was preſerved, did not reſtrain the arms 


a Britain; nor whea i it has been alot, why the Spaniſh army was, 
when 


a DD 447-30 
when within reach of the cannon of the Britiſh" navy, 


; tranſported to Italy, has any other reaſon been aſſigned, than that 
the tranſports could not be deſtroyed without a breach of the l 


of Hanover? 

This, my Lords, is a ſubjet on which 51 could bark och bean i in. 
duced to dwell, by my zeal for the preſent eſtabliſhment, and my per. 
fonal affection for his Majeſty. It is univerſally allowed, that not 
only the honour and proſperity, but the ſafety of a Britiſh monarch, 
depends upon the affection of his ſubjects; and that neither ſplendid; 
levees," nor large revenues, nor ſtanding armies, can ſecure his hap. 
pineſs or his power any longer than the people are convinced of his 


_ tenderneſs. and regard, of his attention to their complaints, and his 
If therefore it ſhould ever be generally be. 


zeal for their intereſt, 
_ Heved, that our King conſiders this nation only as appendent to his 
eectoral dominions, that he promotes the intereſt of his former ſub. 
jects at the expence of thoſe by whom he has been exalted to this 


awful throne, and that our commerce, our treaſures, and our lives, 


are facrificed to the fafety, or to the enlargement of diſtant territories, 
what can be expected? What but murmurs, diſaffection, and diſtruſt, 


and their natural conſequences, inſurrection and rebellion ; rebellion | 


of which no man can foreſee the event, and by which that man may 
perhaps be placed upon the throne, whom we have ſo wiſely excluded 
and fo ſolemnly abjured. 

Of this unreaſonable regard to the intereſt of b the con- 
tract which we are now conſidering exhibits, if not a proof too ap- 
Parent to be denied, yet ſuch an appearance as we ought for our own 
fakes and that of his Majeſty to obviate; and therefore I think the 
Addreſs. which is now propoſed in the higheſt degree reaſonable; and 
am convinced, that by complying with our requeſt, his Majeſty will 
regain the affections of many of his ſubjects, whom a long train of 
pernictous meaſures have filled with diſcontent; and preſerve the 
loyalty of many others, who, by artful repreſentations of the motives 
and conſequences of this contract, may be alienated and perverted. 


Lord BaTHuRsT replied to the following purport :—My Lords, 


As I have no reaſon to doubt of the noble Duke's affection to the 
preſent royal family, I am convinced, that the ardour of his expreſſions 
is the effect of his zeal, and that the force of his repreſentations pro- 
ceeds only from the ſtrength of his conviction ; and therefore I am 


far from intending to cenſure any accidental negligence of language, 
| | or 
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finy ſeeming aſperity of ſentiment. ' I know, that the openneſs and” 
ban thay ſyrity of mind which' has ineited him to declare his opinion with ſo 
wich freedom, will induce him likewiſe to retract it, when he ſhall be 
anvinced, that he has been deceived by falſe repreſentations, or that 


deen in, has formed his concluſions too haſtily, without an md exa- 
my per. ation of the queſtion in its whole extent. 
hat not [ ſhall; therefore, endeavour to explain the motives upon which all 


onarch, I dete meaſures have been formed which we have heard ſo warmly 
ſplendid, enſured ; and ſhew, that they were the conſequences not of haſte 
his hap. nd negligence, but of vigilance and circumſpection; that they were 
of his formed upon a deliberate ſurvey of the complicated intereſts of the 
and his Furopean powers, and dictated not by a partiality to 3 but a 
aly be. kithful attention to the intereſt of Britain. 


It has been already obſerved by a noble Lord, that there was no 
hoice allowed us; that the ſtate of Europe required, that we ſhould | 
pot fit unacti ve; * that yet there was no other method of acting, 


er ſub. 
to this 


r lives, by which we could benefit our allies, or injure our enemies; and that 
Nh, therefore, though our interpoſition had not produced all the effects 
tru, WY hich our zeal might incline us to wiſh, yet our conduct ought not 


bellion B 
n may 


tbe condemned; becauſe, though we did not preſs forward through 
the neareſt path to the great object of our purſuit, we exerted our 
cluded I umoſt ſpeed in the only way that was left open. This, my Lords, 
j, in my opinion, a very juſt apology ; nor do I ſee, that this vindi- 
ation can be confuted or invalidated otherwiſe than by ſhewing, that 
ſme different meaſures, meaſures equally eee were WN in 


— 


cur power. 


hut becauſe the plea of Kevaliny may perhaps be evaded ; and hs 
dale it is at leaſt pleafing to diſcover, that what was neceſſary was 
likewiſe convenient, I ſhall endeavour to ſhow, that our meaſures 
have produced already ſuch effects as have ſufficiently rewarded our 
expences ; and that we may yet reaſonably hope, that OR advan- 
tages will ariſe from them. 

There are, indeed, ſome whom it will not be eaſy to ſatisfy, ſome 
who declare not againſt the manner in which the war 1s proſecuted, 
but againſt the war itſelf; who think the power of France too formi- 
dable to be oppoſed, and the Britiſh people too much exhauſted or 
enervated to hold any longer the balance of the continent, 

I have, indeed, my Lords, always declared myſelf of a different 


opinion, and have frequently endeavoured to rouſe others from a kind 
T | „ 
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&f indolent deſpair and tame acquieſcence in the attempts of the Frenel 
by repreſentations of the wealth and force, the influence and allianc 
ef our own nation. I have often aſſerted, that I did not doubt! 
ber conqueſts might be ſtopped by vigorous oppoſition, and that the 
current of ber power which had by artificial machines of policy bee 
raifed higher than its ſource, would ſubſide and ſtagnate, when it 
courſe was no longer 8 by cowardice, and its wy levelled A 
ſubmiſſion. 

Theſe, my Lords, were my ſentiments, and this was my la 
at a time, when all the powers of Europe conſpired to flatter the 
pride of France by falling at her feet, when her nod was ſolicitouſly 
watched by all the princes of the empire, when there was no ſafety 
but by her protection, nor any enterpriſe but by her permiſſion; when 
her wealth influenced the councils of nations, when war was de, 
clared at her command in the remotefl corners of Europe, and every 
conteſt was ſubmitted to her arbitration. 

Even at this time, my Lords, was I ſufficiently confident of the 
power of my own country, to .ſet at defiance in my own mind this 
gigantick ſtate. I conſidered all additions to its greatneſs rather ag 
the tumour of diſeaſe than the ſhootings. of yigour, and thought that 
its nerves grew weaker as its corpulence increaſed. Of my own 
nation I ſaw, that neither its numbers nor its courage were dimi- 
niſhed, I had no reaſon to believe our ſoldiers or our ſailors leſs braye 
than their fathers; and therefore imagined, that whenever they 
ſhould be led out againſt the ſame enemies they would fight with the 
fame ſuperiority and the ſame ſucceſs. 

But for theſe hopes, my Lords, I was ſometimes ales by thoſe 
who thought themſelyes better acquainted with the ſtate of Europe 
than myſelf, and ſometimes ridiculed by thoſe who had been long ac- 
cuſtomed to depreſs their own country, and to repreſent Britain as 

only the ſhadow of what it once was; to deride our armies and our 
fleets, and deſcribe us impoveriſhed and Corrupted, | ſunk intq 
cowardice, and delighted with ſlavery, 

T bat my opinion is now likely to be juſtified, and that thoſe who 
have hitherto ſo confidently oppoſed me will ſoon be obliged to ac- 
knowledge their miſtake, is. of very ſmall importance; nor is my ſell- 
love ſo predominant as to incline me to reckon the confirmation af 
my predictions, or the vindication of my ſagacity among the benefits 
which we are now about to receive. We are now ſoon to be 1 
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cool that France i is not irreſiſtable, nor irreſiſtible to Britain. We 
yt now to ſee the embroilers of the univerſe entangled in their own 
khemes, and the depopulators of kingdoms deſtroyed in theſe fields 


that which they have fo wantonly laid waſte. We ſhall ſee juſtice tri- 
licy | ungant over oppreſſion, and inſolence trampled by thoſe whom ſhe 
when its s deſpiſed. We ſhall ſee the powers of Europe once more equally 
relled bel uanced, and the balance placed again in the hands of Britain. 


[fit be required upon what events theſe expectations are founded z 


language ii” if it be alledged, that we have no ſuch reſolutions to hope from 
atter thei te meaſures that have been hitherto purſued : It has been afirmed by 
licitouſly noble Lord, that our armies in Flanders are uſeleſs, and that our 
0 ſaſety motions have given neither courage nor ſtrength to any other powers; 
1; wien it the Queen of Hungary is yet equally diſtreſſed, and that the 
was de, French ſtill purſue their ſchemes without any interruption from us or 


d every or allies, I ſhall hope by an impartial account of the preſent ſtate cf 
de continent to ſhow, that tis REIN are groundleſs, and his 

t of the nion erroneous. : | 

und this The inactivity of our army i in Flanders has, indeed, furniſhed a 


ather as WY polar topic of declaration and ridicule. It is well known how 
gbt that fitle the bulk of mankind are acquainted, either with arts of policy, 
my own" of war; how imperfectly they muſt always underſtand the conduct 
e dimi- c miniſters or generals, and with what partiality they always deter- 


nine in favour of their own nation. Ignorance, my Lords, con- 
pined with partiality, muſt always produce expectations which no ad- 
tes nor courage can gratify ; and it is ſcarcely, therefore, to be hoped, 
flat the people will be ſatisfied with any account of the conduct of our 
y thoſe {i Generals which does not inform them of fieges and battles, laughter 


Europe d devaſtation. They expect that a Britiſh army ſhould over-run 


ong ꝛc· tie continent in a ſummer, that towns ſhould ſurrender at their ſum- 
itain a vons, and legions retire at their ſhout, that they ſhould drive nations 
and our before them, and conquer empires by marching over them. 
k into Such, my Lords, are the effects which the people of Britain ex- 
ect; and as they have hitherto been diſappointed, their difappoint- 
fe who i nent inclines them to complain. They think an army ufeleſs which 
to ac- Eins no victories, and aſk to what purpoſe the ſword is drawn, if the 
ny ſelf- Wi 00d of their enemies is not to be ſhed ? But theſe are not the ſenti- 
ation of ments of your Lordſhips, whoſe acquaintance with public affairs in- 
denefits WM forms you, that victories are often gained where no ſtandards are 
e con- lien, nor newſpapers led with liſts of the lain; and that by draw- 
vinced : ing 
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ing the ſword opportunely, the neceſſity of ſtriking * Prevented 
You know, that the army which hovers over a country and draw 
the forces which defend it to one part, may deſtroy it without invading 
it, by expoſing to the invaſion, of another; and that he who with 
holds an army from * not leſs uſeful to his ally ane 
defeats it. | 
This, my Lords, is the 1 uſe of our aa in F. * tt 
French are kept in continual terror, and are obliged to detach to tha 
frontier thoſe troops which, had they not been thus diverted, wou 
have been employed in the empire; and ſurely an army is not up, 


active which withholds a double number from proſecuting their deſign This, 
That our motions have not encouraged other powers to fulfil tei vor need 
engagements, .or to unite in the defence of the general liberty of peneral it 
Europe, cannot truly be. aſſerted. The Dutch apparently wake nce part 
from their ſlumber, whether it was real or affected, they at leaſt dich iy ſecret 
cover leſs fear of the French, and have already given ſuch proofs ofWgeir arti 
their inclination to join with us as may encourage us to expect, tha This is, 
they will in a ſhort time form with us another r and em furniſhed 
ploy their utmoſt efforts in the common cauſe. _. nay hope 
What they have already offered will at leaſt enable. us to aft th a but the g 
Queen of Hungary with greater numbers, and her to employ bef uſt preva 
troops where ſhe is moſt preſſed; for they have engaged to garriſon the intere 
the towns of Flanders, which ſince they cannot be evacuated,:is i That t 
effect an offer of auxiliary troops; ſince if thoſe forces had been b recei 
added to the Auſtrian army, an equal number of Auſtrians muſt ha great an 
been ſubducted to garriſon the frontier. true, L. 
It is, therefore, without reaſon, that 1 ie which ſhi 
charge us with becoming the flaves of the Dutch, with fighting theuſ be perce 
battles and defending their barrier, while they purſue their commerce She was 
in tranquillity, enjoy peace at the expence of Britiſh blood, and gro the ret 
rich by the profuſion of Britiſh. treaſure. It appears, that they concuWn expec 
in the preſervation of themſelves and of Europe, though with delay{Myrovinces 
and caution ; fince, tho' they do not ſend forces into the fields the com, are 
_ ſupply the place of thoſe which are ſent, and enable others to deſtrofſÞms inter 
thoſe whom they are not yet perſuaded to attick themſelves. tow ſtar! 
The conſtitution of that Republic is, indeed, ſuch as makes itſtroops, v 
8 not valuable on ſudden emergencies in proportion to 15] mount 
wealth and power. The determinations of large aſſemblies are alva Theſe 
now; becauſe there are many opinions to be examined, many pie: Vent of | 


poſals 
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preventeg to be balanced, and many objections to be anſwered. But 
nd dran m much more difficulty muſt any important reſolution be formed, 
t invadi ghere it muſt be the joint act of the whole Aſſembly, where every 
vio wich dual has a negative voice, and unanimity alone can make a 
an "ha we gciion obligatory. Wherever this is the form of government, the 
e lies at the mercy of every man who has a vote in its councils; 
— th tde corruption or folly or obſtinacy of one may retard or defeat 
ch to be moſt important deſigns, lay his country open to the inroads of an 
ed, woul amy, diſſolve the * ſolemn alliances, and involve a nation in 


S not un, niſery+ - 


eir deſign This, my Lords, I need not obſerve to be the Dutch conſtitution, | 


ulfil their need I tell this Aſſembly, that we are not always to judge of the 
liberty a era inclination of that people by the procedure of their deputies, 


ly waken eee men may be influenced by private views, or corrupted 


leaſt dich y ſecret promiſes or bribes; and thoſe deſigns may be retarded by 
proofs d yeir artifices which the honeſt and impartial univerſally approve. 
dect, tha This is, perhaps, the true reaſon of the preſent delays which have 
and em funiſhed occaſion to ſuch loud complaints, complaints of which we 
nay hope quickly to have an end; ſince it can hardly be doubted, 
hut the general voice of the people will there, as in other places, at 
ſt prevail, and the prejudices or paſſions of LT men give way 5 
the intereſt of the public. 

That the Queen of Hungary is now 1 5 diſtreſſed, and that ſhe 
has received no advantage from the aſſiſtance, which we have at ſo 


nue. Let any man compare her preſent condition, with that in 
which ſhe was before Britain engaged in her cauſe, and it will eaſily 
te perceived, how much ſhe owes to the alliance of this nation. 
the was then flying before her enemies, and reduced to ſeek for ſhelter 


In expectation of a ſiege. Thoſe who then were diſtributing her 
provinces, and who almoſt hovered over her only remaining king- 
tom, are now retiring before her troops. The army by which it 
WS intended, that her territories in Italy ſhould be taken from her, is 
tow ſtarving in the countries which it preſumed to invade ; and the 
oops, which were ſent to its aſſiſtance, are languiſhing at the feet 
af mountains which they will never paſs. | 

Theſe are the effects, my Lords, of thoſe meaſures,, which for 
want of being completely underſtood, or attentively conſidered, have 
/ been 


great an expence appeared to give her, is likewiſe very far from being 


i the remoteſt part of her dominions, while her capital was fortified 
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304 * R ATZ ON ' ſors, 
been ſo vehemently cenſured. Theſe meaſures, my Lords, ownnd 
injudicious, however unſeaſonable, have embarraſſed the deſigns 
France, and given relief to the Queen of Hungary; they have 
mated the Dutch to action, and kindled in all the powers of Euros 
who were intimidated by the French armies, new hopes and new 5; 
ſolutions; they have indeed made a general change in the ftat ; 
Europe, and given a new inclination to the balance of power. N. 
many months have elapſed, fince every man appeared to conſi der ti 
Sovereign of France as the univerſal monarch, whoſe will was not i 
be oppoſed, and whoſe force was not to be reſiſted. We now fee hi 
menaces deſpiſed and his propoſitions rejected; every one now ar 
pears to hope rather than to fear, though lately a general panic wg 
{ſpread over this part of the globe, and fear had ſo . en mankind 
that ſcarcely any man preſumed to hope. 

But it is objected, my Lords, that though our meaſures ſhould} 
allowed not to have been wholly inffectual, and our money appez 
not to have been ſquandered only to pay the troops of Hanover, ye 
our conduct is very far from meriting either applauſe or approbation 
ſince much greater advantages might have been purchaſed at mud 
leſs expence, and by methods much leſs invidious and dangerous. 

The Queen of Hungary might, in the opinion of theſe cenſurer 
have raiſed an hundred thouſand men with the money which we mul 
expend in hiring only ſixteen thouſand, and might have deftroye( 
thoſe enemies whom we have hitherto not dared to attack. 

Thoſe who make this ſuppoſition the foundation of their cenſure 
appear not to remember, that the Queen of Hungary's dominion 
like thoſe of other Princes, may by war be in time exhauſted; th 
the loſs of inhabitants is not repaired in any country but by flow de 
grees; and that there is no place yet diſcovered where money vil 
procure ſoldiers without end, or where new harveſts of men riſe u 
annually, ready to fight thoſe quarrels in which their predeceſſo 
; were ſwept away. If the money had, inſtead of being employed i 
hiring auxiliaries, been remitted to the Queen, it is not probabk 
that ſhe could at any rate have brought a new army together. Bu 
it is certain, that her new troops muſt have been without arms 20 
without diſcipline, It might have been found, perhaps, in this g 
neral diſturbance of the world, not eaſy to have ſupplied the 
with weapons; and it is well known how long time is required 1 
teach raw forces the art of war, and enable them to ſtand before 
veteran enemy. 
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44.3. rA r. hoy 
I as, therefore, neceſſary to afliſt her rather with troops than 
y; and ſince troops were neceſfarily to be hired, why ſhould 
| anjloy the forces of Hanover leſs willingly than thoſe of any 
ger nation? To affert that they have more or leſs courage than 
gers is chimerioal, nor can any man ſuppoſe them either more 
wie of timotous than thoſe of. the neighbouring countries, without 
wer the meaneſt prejudices, and the narroweſt conceptions; 
hour ſhewing that he is wholly unacquainted with human natute, 
wn dar be is influenced * the tales of OP and the um * 
There was, ator; no objeAtion - i n of Hanotes, 
it was not of equal ftrength againſt all foreign troops; and there 
witkaſt one argument in their favour, that they were ſubjects of 
ke ſame prince; and that therefore we could have no reaſon to fear 
tir defeRion, of to ſuſpect their fidelity. H 
4a Electorate of Hanover, with whatever contempt or indigna- 
lun ſome perſons" may affect to mention it, is to be conſidered at 


| as a ſtate in alliance with Britain, and to receive from us that 


port which the terms of that alliance may demand. | | 
Auy other regard, my Lords, indeed it is not neceffary to contend 
- fince it cannot be proved, that in this tranſaction we have aRed 
werwiſe than as with allies; or hired the troops on conditions 
ntich thoſe of any other nation would not have obtained, or on any 
ich they will not deſerve z ſince your Lordſhips have received aſ- 
ances, that they are ready to enter the field, and to march into 
many againſt the common enemy. That we might have raiſed 
ſer! troops in 6ur own nation, and have augmented our army with an 
qual number of men, cannot be denied; nor do I doubt, my Lords, 
ut our countrymen would be equally formidable with any other 
dees; but it muſt be remembered, that an army is not to be levied 
nan inſtant, and that our natives, however warlike, are not born 
mth the knowledge of the uſe of arms; and who knows, whether 
Lurope might not have been enſlaved before a Britiſh Out nt 
ve been raiſed and diſciplined for its deliverance ? 
Whether this account of our meaſures will ſatisfy. thoſe 0 1 
Itherto condemned them, I am not able to foretel. There are, in- 
ted, ſome reaſons for ſuſpecting, that they blame not, becauſe they 


llapprove, but becauſe they think it neceſſary either to the character 


f dicernmenty or of probity, to cenſure the miniſtry, whatever 
Vox. II. X maxims 
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matic SanQion, they were hourly reproached with being the fly 


repreſſing that generous ardour, by which our anceſtors have bet 


and. approbation, and declare, that they think ' theſe meaſures nol 
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maxims are purfued. Of this: diſpoſition: it is a le proof, t 
contrary meaſures have been ſometimes condemned by the ſame me 
with the ſame. vehemence ; and that even compliance with their de 
mands has not ſtilled their outcries. When the miniſtry appear 
unwilling to engage in the war of Germany, without the concy 
rence of the other powers who had engaged to ſupport the Prat 


1142-8 
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of France, with bettaying the general cauſe of Europe, and yi 


incited to ſtand forth as the aſſertors of univerſal liberty, and 
fight the quarrel of mankind. They were marked out as eiths 
cowards: or traitors, and doomed to infamy as the accomplices( 
tyranny, engaged in a W n their ales, their Countr 
and their poſterity. 

At length the Britons haye couſed again, and again ae the 
ſelves the ſupporters of right, whenever injured; they have apai 


raiſed their ſtandards in the continent, and prepare to march agi ich were 
through thoſe regions where their victories are yet celebrated, ine; and c 
their bravery yet reverenced. The hills of Germany will agi danger 
ſound with the ſhouts of that people who once marched to her deffMruce in. t 
hverance through all the obſtructions that art or power could foi ¶ Nen able to 
againſt them, and which broke through the paſs of Sehellembouy { our riche 


to rout the armies that were ranged behind it. re acquirec 


| Now it might be expected, my Lords, that at leaſt thoſe who wen inſtant t 
before diſſatisfied, ſhould declare their approbation; for ſurely whenitined. 
peace or neutrality is improper, there is nothing left but war. Vince, the 


ih us, wil 
ars, that 
ket year re 
ely that th 
(nual dem; 
rench are 
lire on ver 


experience ſhews us, that men refolved to blame will never wa 
pretences for venting their malignity ; and where nothing but 
lignity is the conſequence of oppoſite meaſures, we muſt neceſſari 
conclude, that there is a fixed reſolution to _ and that all vin 
dications will be ineffectual. 

Some have, indeed, found out a middle W's between cenſt 


1 uſtibable, becauſe we have proceeded too far to retreat with honou the mone 
and that though at firſt a better ſcheme might have been formed, ey cannot 
this, which Has hitherto been purſued, ought not now to be changed. Met count; 
I, my Lords, though it is not of very great importance to conlu tion, 
an opinion by which the meaſures of the government will not dy While w 


rench can 
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roof od to aſſert, in oppoſition to artful calumnies and, violent invectives, 
ſame me the preſent meaſures were, originally right, that they were ſuch. 


their q prudence would dictate, and experience approve, and ſuch as we. 


appezt t again to take, if we have again the power of choice. N 

e coneul I im, indeed, far from doubting, but theſe meaſures will in a ſhort 
the Pr ee be juſtified by ſucceſs; a criterion by which, however unjuſtly, 
the ſlay u greateſt part of mankind. will always judge of the conduct of, 
and wider Governors; for it is apparent, my Lords, that howyſoęver the, 
uch power, commerce, and wealtb, have been exaggerated by 
| oe that either love or, fear them, they will not long he able to ſtand, 
2s eithe rinſt us;.. their funds will, in a ſhort time fail them, and their 
mplices ves muſt be diſbanded, when they can no longer be paid, leſt, 
r countri ad of ais their country, they M be inclined to. 
under 1 it. bl A 822 
The abundance of our 8 my Lords, 3 Hs — of our, 
bamerce, are ſufficiently apparent from the price of our ſtocks, 
lich were never. before ſupported at the ſame height for ſo long a 


red them 
we apal 
'ch apai 


ated, Ine; and of the fall of which neither an actual war with Spain, nor, 
vill ag 3 which has been ſuggeſted of another with France, with 
o her d rnce in the full poſſeſſion of all its boaſted adyantages, has yet; 


wuld fort 
embourg 


able to produce any token. Another proof of the exuberance 
{ our riches, and the proſperity of our commerce by which they 
re acquired, is the facility with which the Government can raiſe. i in 
inſtant the greateſt ſums, and the. low intereſt at whith they are 
tained. If we compare our ſtate in this reſpe& with that of 


vho we 
ly whe 


ar. 1 ce, the inſuperable difficulties. under which they muſt contend 
ver wat ich us, will ſuſficiently diſcover themſelves. It is well known, my 
but rs, that we have lately raiſed the money which the ſervice of 


eceſlari 
t all vin 


ch year required, at the intereſt of three for a hundred; nor is it 
ty that there will be any neceſſity of larger intereſt, though our 
nua demands were to be equal to thoſe of the laſt war. But the 
rench are well known to raife the ſums which their exigencies re- 


_cenſ 


res noe on very different terms, and to have paid ten for a hundred for 
honour the money which their late projects have required; projects which 
ned, ey cannot purſue long at ſuch enormous expence, and by which. 


anged. 
 confu 
| not b 
timents 


eit Country muſt in a ſhort time be ruined, even without op- 
blitiog, 


While we can, therefore, raiſe three millions Or leſs than the 
reach can obtain one, and by eonſequence ſupport three regiments 
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at the fairie erpehte 1s one is ſupported in theit ſervice, we f. 
ſerely no reaſon to dread the ſuperiority of 'their dee or to ſe 
that they will conquer by exhauſting us. 

Thus, my Lords, I have delivered my opinion with OA) 
impartiality; and ſhall patiently hearken to any objections that ft 
ariſe againſt it, ſupported by the conſciouſneſs, that a confutati 
wil only ſhe me, that I have been miſtaken; but will not depr 
me of the ſatisfaction of refſecting, that I have not been v 


© my country; and that if T have approved or defended improper me 


ſures, F at leaſt conſulted no other intereſt than that of Britain. 

Lord Hervey ſpoke next to the following effect :—My Lon 
kt is not without that concern which every man ought to feel at the; 
parent approach ofpublic calamities, that I have heard the meaſures wi 
are now the ſubject of our enquiry fo weakly defended, when thi 
vindication is endeavoured with" f6 nn pen and aboured wi 
fo much addrefs. 

The objections which preſs upon the mind, at the firſt and flip 
view of our proceedings, are ſuch as require the cloſeſt attenti 


fuch as cannot but alarm every man -who has ſtudied the intereſt 


his country, and who ſincerely endeavours to promote it; and th 

fore it might be hoped, that thoſe who appear to have thought th 
inſufficient, are able to produce in oppoſition to er the . e 
uguments, and the cleareſt deductions. 

When we attempt the conſideration of our RY condition, al 
enquire by what means our proſperity may be ſecured, the firſt 
flection that occurs, is, that we are traders, that all our power is 
conſequence of our wealth, arid our wealth the product of our tra 
It is well known, that trade can only be purſued under the ſecut 
of peace ; that a nation' which has a larger commerce, muſt mi 
war on difadvantageous terms againſt one that has leſs; as of ti 


- contiguous countries, the more fruitful has mot to 00 from 
invaſion by its neighbour. 


| It is viſible likewiſe to any man who conſiders the Grunt 
Britain, that there is no nation by which our trade can in time 
war be ſo much obſtructed as by France, of which the coalts 


öppoſite to ours, and which can ſend out fmal} veſſels, and ft 


our merchants in the mouths of our harbours, or in the channel 


hich we boaſt the Sovereignty : and all thoſe who have heard 


read of the laſt war, in which we gained ſo much honour, and 
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vn its navies or its armies; and that a thouſand victories. on the 


"nent, where we were only contending for the rights of others, 
z very {mall recompence for the obſtruction of our commerce; 


can he feel; much tenderneſs. for mankind, who would purchaſe 


bs the ruin and diſtreſs of a thouſand families, induſtrious and inno- 
«nt, the momentary feſtivity of a triumph, or the idle glare of an 
uminatioN. 4 4 | T1; » 4" 


Yet, my Lords, this nation, however zealous for its commerce, is 


bout to engage in a war, in a war with the only ſtate by which 
ur commerce can be impaired; it is about to ſupport.new armies 
te continent without allies, and without treaſure, 
That we are without treaſure, and that our trade, by which gre 4 
ur funds can be ſupplied, has lately been very much diminiſhed, js 
yo eaſy to prove in oppoſition to the ſpecious diſplay which the 
" Lord, who ſpoke laſt, 8 been pleaſed to make of the exube- 
nee of our wealth. 
l the abundance of our. riches be ſuch as ĩt has Ry, a; 
y are no meaſures formed for the payment of the public debts? 
of which no man will fay, that they are not in themſelves a cala- 


j jy and the ſource of many calamities yet greater; of which it 
not be denied, that they multiply dependance by which our con- 


2 may ſometimes be endangered. Why are thoſe debts not 
ly unpaid, but increaſed by annual additions to ſuch a height, that 
payment of them muſt ſoon become deſperate, * * public 

fuk under the burthen??? 1 4 27 

That our trade, my Lords, and by conſequence our wealth, js 

of late diminiſhed, may be proved beyond controverſy, even to thoſe 
poſe intereſt it is not to believe it, and upon whom, therefore, it 
cannot be expected, that arguments will have a great effect. The 
produce of the cuſtoms was the laſt year leſs by half a million than 
the mean revenue; and as our cuſtoms muſt always bear a certain 

Proportion to trade, we may form an wn eſtimate from than 

of its increaſe or its decline. 

The riſe of our ſtocks, my bn is fuch a 6558 of Aa As 
\oplical tumours are of health; it ſhews not the circulation, but 
the ſtagnation of our money; and though it may flatter us with a 
lll appearance of plenty for a time, will ſoon prove, that it is both 

X X F RL „ the 
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"the effect and cauſe. of: berech, and wi end in wee, hat the! 
Veen cpa 15 691-20 keien (gall expe 
When commerce flcuriſhes; when 10 profit is certain and ſec aenels 3.7 
men will employ their money in the exchange of commodities, play bim 
"which greater advantage may be gained, than by putting it into t lkewiſe, t 
' hands of brokers; but when every ſhip is in danger of being int dee per 
cepted by privateers, and the inſurer. divides" the profit of e which 
voyage with the merchant, it is natural to chooſe a ſafer, though before 
leſs profitable traffic; - and. EY to treaſure AE in the fans, W bacber), 
"expoſe it on the ocean. Againſt 
But, my Lords, the miniſters thelusdors bande ſufficiently dec ection; 
their opinion of the ſtate of the national wealth, by the meth” for. vi 
which they have taken to raiſe thoſe TO of Wen 1 boaſt vill to ſor 
Wee great facility they are raiſed. encourage 
When they found that new expences e new taxes, it 1 equally CC 
- neceſſary to examine what could be taxed, or upon which part nitry, wh 
the nation any other burthens could be laid without immediate ru gbauſted 
* They turned over the catalogue of all our manufactures, and fou of health 
that ſcarcely any of the conveniencies, or even the neceſſaries of lif pmies by 
-were without an impoſt. They examined all the claſſes of 0 boaſt then 
"traders, and readily diſcovered, that the greateſt number of the by the 
"who endeavoured to ſupport themſelves by honeſt induſtry; wel") 28e; 
ſtruggling with poverty, and ſcarcely able to provide to-day wh Even tl 
- would be neceſfary to-morrow. They ſaw our priſons crouded wifi” produy 
: debtors, and our papers filled with the names of bankrupts, haulted ; 
whom many may be ſuppoſed to have miſcarried without idlenefff ru feel 
' extravagance, or folly. e enence 
They ſaw, therefore, my Lords, than induſtry miſt fink under u den fi 
addition to its load, a conſideration which could afford no proof fe of thi 
the abundance of our wealth. They ſaw that our commodities wou ſat life v 
be no longer manufactured, if their taxes were increaſed; a The m 
therefore it was neceſſary to raiſe money by ſome other methol be ſuppor 
fſince all thoſe which have been hitherto practiſed were precluded, any tate 
This, my Lords, was no eaſy taſk; but however difficult, it h z wiſe nat 
been accompliſhed; and to thoſe great politiclans muſt poſterity| or ta raiſe 
indebted for a new ſcheme of ſupplying the expences of a war. motions « 
In the time of the late miniſtry it had been obſerved, that drum *Þ*nces: 
enneſs was became a vice almoſt univerſal among the commo On 
a exped 


people; and that as the liquor, which they generally drank was fic 


xps. 
he bat they could deſtroy their reaſon by a ſmall quantity, 1 
26 - | 11 erpence, the conſequence of general drunkenneſs was general 
leb; ſince no man would work any longer than was neceſſary 
play him aſleep for the remaining part of the day. They remarked 


leenile, that the liquor which they generally drank was to the laſt 


and ſec 
nodities, 


in wo: | tze pernicious to health, and deſtructive of that corporeal vigour 
— 3 b which the buſineſs of life is to be carried. on; and a law was 


therefore made, by which it was intended that this ſpecies of de- 
hauchery, ſo peculiarly fatal, ſhould be prevented, 
- Againſt the end of this law no man has hitherto made the leaſt 


„ though 
funds, th 


tly decl; jection 3 no one has dared. to ſignalize himſelf. as an open advo- 
he metz ar ſor vice, or attempted to prove that drunkenneſs was not inju- 
boaſt j vous to ſociety, and contrary to the true ends of human being. The 


encouragement ' of wickedneſs - of this ſhameful kind, wickedneſs 
equally contemptible and hateful, was reſerved for the preſent mi- 
ny, who are now about to ſupply thoſe funds which they have 
ahauſted by idle projects and romantic expeditions, at the expence, 
gf health and virtue; who have diſcovered a method of recruiting 
umies by the deſtruction of their fe]low-ſubjects ; and while they 
boaſt themſelves. the aſſertors of liberty, are endeavouring to enſlave 


res, it 1 
ch part 
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and fou 
1es of lif 
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of th by the introduction of thoſe vices, which in all countries, and in 
try, well") age, have made way for deſ potic power. 8 
day wh Even this expedient, my Lords, muſt in a ſhort time fall Fa. 1 


the products of vice as well as of commerce muſt in time be ex- 
hulted; and what then will remain? The honeſt and induſtrious 
uſt feel the weight of ſome new impoſition, which the ſagacity of | 
experienced oppreſſion may find means to lay upon them; they will 
then firſt find the benefit of this new law, ſince they may, by the 
uſe of thoſe liquors which are indulged them, put a ſpeedy end t to 
lat life which they made unable to ſupport. 


uded wit 
rupts, 


idlenel 


nder 2 
proof 
es wou 


ed; an. The means by which the expences of our preſent deſigns are to 
merksl 0 ſupported, ſuch means, my Lords, as were never yet practiſed by 
Jed, ny ſtate, however exhauſted, or however endangered, means which 


aviſe nation would ſcarcely uſe to repel an invader from, the capital, 
or to raiſe works to keep off a general inundatian, raiſe yet ſtronger 
motions of nations when it is conſidered for what deſigns wee 
erpences are require. 

We are now, my * raiſing armies, and hicing 3 for 


a expedition of which no neceſſity can be; diſcovered, and from 
X 4 which 
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whieh neither honour nor advantage dum be erpekted; we are ab. 
to force from the people the laſt remains of their property, and « 
haraſs with exactions thoſe who are already languiſhing with yo 
verty ; not for the preſervation of our liberty, or the defence of 0 
country, but for the ſupport of the Pragmatic Sanction, for the 
_ Eution of a very unjuſt ſeheme formed by the late King, to whic 
he purchaſed at different times, on different emergencies, the con 
eurrence of other powers; but to which he failed to put the laſt 6; 
of confirmation, perhaps in hopes of a male-heir, and left the defi on 
Which he had fo long and fo induſtrioufly laboured, to be at |; 
completed by the kindneſs of his allies; having by an unſueceſsfy 
war againſt” che Turks, exhauſted his nnn and weakened hi 


( 


Wi the Qu 


troops. which the 
Whether we mall n now engage in this Aae $ heather we tha, fol ine, and 
the defence of the Pragmatic Sanction, begin another war on te That a 
eontinent, of which the duration cannot be determined, the expenti gige in 
eſtimated, br the event foreſeen z whether we ſhall contend at one t impro 
wich all the Princes of the Houſe of Bourbon, and entangle ourſelveMi tons to a. 
in a labyrinth of different ſchemes ; whether we ſhall provoke France contendin 
to interrupt our commerce, and invade our colonies, and ſtani vil find i 
without the aſſiſtance of a ſingle ally againſt thoſe powers that lateh tht they 
ſet almoſt all Europe at ann is now to be determined by pour chaſed, o 
Lordſhips. var; and 
It can ſcarcely be ae that the French will treat us only a towards | 


kat heat 
of ſome - 
glans of 


auxiliaries, and fatisfy themſelves with attacking us only where they 
find themſelves oppoſed by us: they will undoubtedly, my Lords, 
conſider us as principals, ſince "wy can caps Ws more by de 
claring war againſt us. regulated 
' Theſe, my Lords, are the dangers to be feared from the meaſures {i he dim 
which we are now perſuaded to purſue ; but perfuaded by arguments MF ind hope 
which, in my opinion, ought to have very little influence upon u that har) 
and which have not yet been able, however artfully or zealoully WW time of 
enforced, to prevail upon the Dutch to unite with us, the repu! 
It has, indeed, been aſſerted, that the Dutch appear inclined to ind that 
aſſiſt us: but of that inclination ſtronger proofs ought ſurely to be council | 
produced, before we take auxiliaries-into pay, and tranſport - troops Mode 
into another country, which has been fo often repreſented to have in the © 
been raifed for the defence. of their own, or collect . on the leaſt al y 


Foot by the propagation of wickedneſs, © . the (ce; 
5 o. 


* 
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3 in the Dutch I am the more doubt⸗ 
44 becauſe. it is contrary to the expectations of all mankind, and 
* maxims by which they have generally regulated their condutt. 
There have been many late inſtances of their patient ſubmiſſion to 
te invaſion of privileges to which they haye thought themſelves 
tiled, and of their preference of peace, though ſometimes pur- 
ſed with the loſs of honour; or, what may be ſuppoſed to touen 
Dutchman much more nearly, of profit, to the devaſtation and 
pence and hazards of war; and it can hardly bs ſuppoſed by- any 
go know their character, that they will be more zealous for the 
jghts of others than for their own; or that they will, for the fupport 
Tf the Queen of Hungary, facrifice that ſecurity and "tranquillity 
which they have preferred at the expence of their commerce at one 
ine, and by paſſive ſubmiſſion to inſults at another, | 
That a nation like this, my Lords, will in the aa ie 
ugnge in any but moderate meaſures, is not to be expected: it is 
pot improbable, that they may endeavour by embaſſies and negocia- 
tions to adjuſt the preſent diſputes, or offer their mediation to the 
contending powers; but I am very far from imagining, that they 
wil find in themſelves any diſpoſition to raiſe armies, or equip fleets, 
tht they will endanger the barrier which has been fo dearly purs 
chaſed, or expoſe themſelves to the hazards and terrors of a French 
uur; and am, therefore, inclined to believe, that if any tendeney 
towards ſuch meaſures now appears, it is only the effect of the pre- 
ent heat of ſome vehement declaimers, or the ſecret machination 
il ſome artful projectors among them, who have formed chimerical 
plans of a new ſyſtem of Europe, and have in their imaginations 
regulated the diſtribution of dominion and power, or Who perhaps 
neaſures YM have diminiſhed their patrimonies by negligence and extravagance, 
zument i and hope to repair them in times of confuſion, and to glean part of 
Don u that harveſt of treaſure which the public muſt be obliged to yield in 
ealoully WW time of war, I am ſtill inclined to believe, that the true intereſt of 
the republic will be conſulted, that policy will prevail over intrigue, 
ined to and that only moderate meaſures will be amr by the general 
to be council of the States. 
troops Moderate meaſures, my Lords, if not always the moſt dave 
0 haue inthe opinion of minds vitiated by falſe notions of grandeur, are at 
om the I leaſt always the moſt ſafe; and are, therefore, eligible at leaſt, till 


tle ſcene of affairs begins to open, and the ſucceſs of a more 
Of vigorous 


4 
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vigorous conduct may with ſome degree of certainty be foreknoun 4 of tt 
and it muſt at leaſt be thought imprudent for thoſe to hazard mu their 2 
vo can gain nothing, and therefore it will not be eaſy to align ni. e 
reaſon that may juſtify our conduct on the'preſent occaſion. of our A 
It is not improbable, my Lords, that thoſe who have now obtaing with Spa 
the direction of our affairs, may be influenced by the general diſa; WY merchant 
probation which the. Britiſh people ſnewed of the pacific conduct noleſted. 

the late miniſtry, and may have reſolved to endeavour after applaij The f 
by ſhewing more ſpirit and activity. But, my Lords; of two oppoſite \ſediterr 
ſchemes it is not ,impoſſible that both may be wrong, and that thy LG inhal 

middle way only may be ſafe; nor is it uncommon for thoſe. v 448rudiic 
are precipitately flying from one extreme, to ruſh blindly up 4rmamen 
another. tin 0 3 | +8 97% 79% 2 L any grea 

But our miniſtry, my Lords, have found out a method of com inpeded 
plicating errors which none of their predeceſſors, however ſtig predation 
matized for [ignorance and abſurdity, have hitherto been able i geir ow 
attain ; they have been able to reconcile. the extremes of folly, a erw nec 
to endanger. the public intereſt at the ſame time, by inactivity an eppoſe u 
romantic temerity, LU ant. e en 20d 120 | ſuffer let 
No accuſation againſt the late miniſtry was more general, mon empty p 
atrocious, or more adapted to incenſe the peqple, than that 0 the coaſt 
neglecting the war againſt Spain: this was the ſubject of all the in- at a very 


vectives which were vented againſt them in the Senate, or diſperſed 1/vlefs ot 
among the people; for this they were charged with a ſecret conke- The © 
deracy againſt their country, with diſregard of its commerce and it ceive an 
arms, and with a deſign to ruin the nation for no other end than to Amer 
puniſh the merchants. . | inlame 
To this accuſation, my Lords, diligently propagated, vi- than the; 
lingly "received, and, to confeſs the truth, confirmed y {all ſto 
ſome _. appearances, do thoſe owe their power, who now preſide penury,. 
over the affairs of the nation; and it might, therefore, have been ye hall 
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1 hoped, that by their promotion, one of our grievances would hae The | 
Hi been taken away, and that at leaſt the war againſt Spain would have kAly u 
1 been vigorouſly proſecuted. defined 


But this miniſtry, my Lords, have only furniſhed a new inſtance thagena 
of. the credulity of mankind, of the deluſion of outward. appearances, Will & the p 
and of the folly of hoping with too great ardour for any event, and the nati 
of truſting any man with too great confidence. No ſooner wer Bil But wh: 


they poſſeſſed of the power to which their ambition had ſo long aſpired 
i : and 


\ 
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1nd of the falaries: which had with ſo much eagerneſs — 
y their avarice, than they forgot the complaints of the merchants, 
de value of commerce, the honour ef the Britiſh flag, the danger 
four American territories, and the great importance of the war 


| (72x; 
reknown 
ard muc 
aſſign an 
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with Spain, and contented themſelves with ordering convoys for our 
ral dia Wil nerchants, inſtead of RS ene the e by whom: r. are 
onduct i moleſted. ' © © RW ER tt 


The fleets which are floating from one coaſt to eee in the 
Mediterranean, and which ſometimes ſtrike terror into the harm- 
LG inhabitants of an open coaſt, or threaten, but only threaten, 
etruction to an unfortified town, I am very far from conſidering as 
umaments fitted out againſt the Spaniards, who neither feel nor fear 
any great injury from them: their trade may be, indeed, ſome what 
inpeded ; but that inconvenience is amply compenſated by their de- 
nredations upon our merchants: their navies may be confined to 
their own ports, or to thoſe of France; but theſe navies are not 
ery neceſiary. to them, ſince they are not ſufficiently powerful to 
oppoſe us on the ocean; and therefore they who are thus confineds 
ſuffer leſs than thoſe who confine them. We have, indeed, the 
empty pleaſure of ſeeing ourſelves Lords of the ſea, and of ſhaking 


" applauſe 
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that alf de coaſts with vollies of our cannon; but we purchaſe the triumph 
| the u. :t a very high price, and ſhall find ourſelves in time weakened by a a 
diſperid Wi -uicleſs oſtentation of ſuperiority, w 


t conte« The only parts of the Spaniſh dominions in which they can re- 
> and ity ive any hurt from our forces, are thoſe countries which they poſſeſs 
than do in America, and from which they receive the gold and ſilver which 
Inflame their pride, and incite them to inſult nations more powerful 
d, wi-W than themſelves. By ſeizing any part of thoſe wealthy regions, we 
ed by WW fall ſtop the fountain of their treaſure, reduce them to immediate 
preſide penury, and compel them to ſolicit peace upon any conditions that 
ve been Bi ye ſhall condeſcend to offer them. 
id have BY The neceſſity of invading theſe countries, my Lords, was per- 
1d bare kAly underſtood, and very diſtinctly explained, when the forces 
&ſined for that expedition were delayed, and when the attempt at Car- 


nſtance thagena miſcarried ; nothing was more pathetical than the complaints 
my of the patriots, who ſpared no labour to inform either the Senate or 
"ty 40 tie nation of the advantages which ſucceſs would have procured. 
er were 


Put what meaſures have been taken to repair our loſſes, or to regain 
ſpired, l 
and | 


ons 


316 (nm. 
eur honour ; or what new ſchemes have been forme t for _/ , 
attack more forcible upon ſome weaker part? 

Every one can remember, that the AVER of that enterpriz 
was imputed not to its difficulty, nor to the courage of the Spaniard 
nor to the ſtrength of their works, but to the unſkilfulneſs of 0 
officers, and the impropriety of the ſeaſon; and it was, therefore 
without doubt thought not impoſſible to attack the Spaniſh colonie 
with ſucceſs ; but why then, my Lords, have they hitherto ſuffered 
the Spaniards to diſcipline their troops, and ſtrengthen their works ae 

leiſure, that at length they may ſecurely ſet us at mum and e. 
der our merchants without fear of vengeance? 


invade her territories, as the enemies of general ſociety. ol 
- 25 Tbe 


Thus, my Lords, has our real intereſt been neglected in puſutl Tuat t 
not of any other ſcheme of equal advantage, but of the empty title yoears ſu 
of the arbiters of Europe; we have ſuffered our trade to be deſtroys Wi #94200 
and our country impoveriſhed for the ſake of holding the balance on the v. 
power; that variable balance, in which folly and ambition are perpe- re now 
tually changing the weights, and which neither _ nor ſtrength Guce clat 
could yet preſerve ſteady for a ſtngle year. WT juſtice. 

In the proſecution of this idle ſcheme, we are dhomt: to violate a The p 
the maxims of wiſdom, and perhaps of juſtice; we are about to attentive! 
deſtroy the end by the means which we make uſe of to promote it, Wi it is evid: 
to endanger our country more by attempting to hinder the changes of that 1! 
which are projected in Europe, than their accompliſhment will en-W the negli 
danger it, and to deliver up ourſelves to France * ſhe makes ceffion t. 
any demand of ſubmiſſion from us. urge in t 

If any excuſe could be made for expeditions ſo likely to 1 in {tht was 
ruin, it muſt be that juſtice required them; and that if we ſuffer, ve ¶ niſed to 
at leaſt, ſuffer in ſupport of right, and in an honeſt endeavour w y that p 
promote the execution of the great laws of moral equity; that if we But t 
fail of ſucceſs, we ſhall always have the conſolation of having meant {MW Coubtin; 

well, and of having deſerved thoſe victories which we could not gain, theſe po 

But, upon an impartial ſurvey of the cauſe in which we are going by inter. 
to engage, and on which we are about to hazard our own happl- they for! 
neſs, and that of our poſterity, I can diſcover no ſuch apparent juſtice Wſ Vantage 
on the ſide of the Queen of Hungary, as ought to incite diſtant m · ¶ tie reſt 
tions to eſpouſe her quarrel, to raiſe armies in her favour, to con- dot be i 

ſider her cauſe as that of human nature, and to proſecute thoſe tht the Hou 
own ha 
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naking a be pragmatie Sanction, my Lords, by which ſhe. * all the 
2 pedirary dominions of her family, cannot change the nature of right 
nterpriu gl wrongs nor invalidate any claim before ſubſiſting, unleſs by the 
paniars WW anfent of the prince by whom it was made. The Elector of Bavaria 
ſs of © yay therefore urge in his own defence, that by the elder ſiſter he has 
therefore „ clear and indiſputable right, a right from which he never receded, 
colon he never concurred in the Pragmatic Sanction; he may therefore' 
ſufferall urge this illuſtrious princeſs, for whom: ſo many. troops are raiſed, 
works MY nd for whom ſo much blood is about to be ſhed, with uſurpationg 
nd plum vm detention of the dominions of other potentates, | and with an 
| nate aſſertion of a: falſe title. 
| purſat - That the Pragmatic danttion is . under to be unjuſt, | 
pty titel ears ſufficiently from the conduct of thoſe powers h, though 
eftroyes WW #922ed by folemn ſtipulations to ſupport it, yet look unconcerned 
alance n the violation of it, and appear convinced, that the princes who 
e perpe- i it now dividing among themſelves the Auſtrian dominions, pro- 
ſtrengti duce claims willch cannot be oppoſed without a maniſeſt min of 

juſtice, 

olate al The — of | theſe princes ought indeed to have been more 
bout to attentively conſidered, when this guaranty was firſt demanded ; for 
mote it, WI it is evident, that either no ſuch compact ought to have been made, 
changes « that it ought now to be obſerved ; and that theſe who now juſtify 
vill en. the neglect of it, by urging its injuſtice, ought to have refuſed ac- 
males i ceffion to it for the fame reaſon. But it is probable, that they will 

unge in their defence, what cannot eaſily be confuted, that their con- 
end in kat was obtained by miſrepreſentations; and that he who has pro- 
fer, ve miſed to do any thing on the ſuppoſition that it is right, is not bound 
our to by that promiſe, when he has diſcovered it to be wrong. 

But though juſtice may, my Lords, be pretended, I am far from 
doubting, that policy has in reality ſupplied the motives upon which 
theſe powers proceed. Since the world is evidently governed more 


going dy intereſt than virtue, I think it not unreaſonable to imagine, that 
bappi- they form their meaſures according to their own expectations of ad- 
juſtice vantage; and as I do not believe our countrymen diſtinguiſhed from 
nt m- BP the reſt of mankind by any peculiar diſregard of themſelves, it may 


not be improper to examine, even in this place, whether by reſtoring 
the Houſe of Auſtria to its ancient greatneſs, we ſhall promote our 


oyn happineſs, or that of the empire, or of the reſt of Europe. 
| | | 7 | TO 


ans DEBATE ON ent 


. To ourſelves, my Lords, I do not ſee. what aſſiſtance Can be giy 
in time of danger by this Houſe, however powerful, or however 
friendly; for I ſuppoſe we ſhall never ſuffer it to grow powerful by 
fea as well as _ land, and by rere can we receive benefits a or 
injuries. fre, with 

What eue the * of . we. a en from done hin 
che reſtoration of the Auſtrian power, may be learned, my Lord, I drr bavin 
from the hiſtory of the great Emperor Charles the Fifth, who eien b. 
many years kept the world in continual alarms, ranged from nation WM. 1t is cv 
to nation with inceſſant and inſatiable ambition, made war only for Wiſp bis on 


4.4142, 


bey owe y 
jp. the ACC 

n/thel 
-_ 


the extinction of the Proteſtant religion, and employed his power and obtaiz 
his abilities in haraſſing the enn nn and eiltvebing the n! wiſde 
tranquillity of mank ine. yomiles o 
Nor did his ſucceſſors, dens n pa by the Gia re neut! 
of his dominions, enjoy their power with greater moderation, ot Will Whethe 
exert it to better purpoſes. It is well known, that they endeavoured Wis pompe 
the ſubverſion of both the liberties and religion of the ſubordinate Wſinay be a 
ſtates of the empire, and that the great King of Sweden was call Inte are 
into Germany, as well for the nn of the Proteſtant religion ungary, 
as of the rights of the electors. It has 
This, my Lords, is ſo generally known Wes nb that Puffer Emperor | 
dorf, the beſt writer on the German conſtitution, has declared it conſider 
diſadvantageous to the empire to place at its head a prince too power- Willi the Ge 
ful. by his hereditary dominions, ſince they will always furniſh hin Wbecing 
with force to oppreſs the weaker princes; and it is not often found, Nieges of 


that he who has the * to en is reſtrained by principles of . That th 
juſtice. +. -/ ment, and 

It appears therefore to me, my Lords, that the late election * an be legally 
Emperor was made with ſufficient regard to the general good; and ifterefore | 
that therefore neither policy nor equity oblige us to act in a manner Wjet found 
different from the other powers who are joined in the ſame engage - Ne choſen 
ments, of whom I do not learn by any of the common channels of Hennot ex 


intelligence, that any of them intend the ſupport of the Pragmatic Niaſtinging 
Sanction: for no newſpaper or pamphlet has yet informed us, that Wucceed ? 
any of the other powers are hiring auxiliaries, or regulating the march I I ſhould 
of their troops, or making any uncommon preparations, which may ef Hunga 
foretoken an expedition againſt the Emperor or his allies, bpned to | 


the ex 


Yet, my Lords, they are not reſtrained from attacking the Emperot 


by ſo ſtrong objections as may be made to the preſent deſign; for 
they 


1 142-3. ] TH B Aria 319 
6 owe him no obedience as their Soveteign, nor have contributed 
; the acquiſition. of his honours ;. they haye not, like his Majeſty, 

1/their votes! for his exaltation to the imperial ſeat, nor have 
Anowledged his right by granting him an aid. They might, there- 
we, without charge of diſloyalty or inconſiſtency, endeayour to de- 
tone him; but how his Majeſty can engage in any ſuch deſign, 
fer having zealouſly promoted his advancement, and confirmed his 


vITy 1 
however 
/erful by 
nefits. or 
ves * 
y Lords, 


who for eraion by the uſual acknowledgment, I am not able to underſtand. 
n nation tis evident, that the King of Pruſſia believes himſelf. reſtrained 
only for hr bis own acts, and: thinks it abſurd to fight againſt an Emperor 


Wer and 
Ing the 


wo obtained the:thrane: by his choice; he therefore has, with his 

Wii) wiſdom, refuſed to engage in the confederacy, nor have either 
ave yomiſes or Oe been able to obtain more from him than a 

diviſion, 


hure neutrality, 1: 1 Fey's 'y 5 1 Hi Fs £ IC wr 
ion, or WI Whether 3 an more wins a clay w intended even by 
avoured Mes pompous armament, for which we are now required to, provide, 


ordinate 
s called 
eligion, 


In be allowed to doubt; ſince the troops that are hired at ſo high 
inte are ſuch as cannot act againſt the enemies of the Queen of 
ungary, without breach of the imperial conſtitutions. , -- 

It has been already juſtly. obſerved in this debate, that. when the 
Emperor has obtained from the Diet an aid of fifty months, that act 
yconfidered as an authentic recognition of his title; nor can any 
o the German princes afterwards ' make war againſt him, without 
ſijecting his dominions to the imperial interdict, and _ the wm 
weoes of his ſovereignty.” 

That the preſent Emperor has already received this 3 
nent, and been confeſſed by his Majeſty, as Elector of Hanover, to 
e legally inveſted with the imperial dignity, is well known; and 
therefore J cannot by. any method of reaſoning diſcover, nor have 
jet found any man able to inform me, why the troops of Hanover 
ve choſen before boſe of any other nation, for a deſign which they 
cannot execute without ruining their Sovereign if they fail; and 
fringing the tie of the empire, if they ſhould n to 
Jacceed ? 1 

L ſbould alin have 1 that the aſſiſtance of the e's 
e Hungary was only, pretended, and that the forces were only de- 
ſened to breathe the air of the continent, and to diſplay their ſcarlet 
t the expence of Britain, had not the noble Lord who ſpoke third 
this debate informed us, that they will in reality march into Ger- 
they manys 


Puffen- 
lared it 
power- 
iſh him 
found, 


iples of 


of an 
1; and 
nanner 
ngage- 
nels of 
7: matic 
8, that 
march 


h may 


aperot 
n; for 
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On this occafion, my Lords, all the councils of the government a 
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mary; a deſign, my Lords, ſo romantic, unſeaſonable, aud dani, ti! 
dus, that though I cannot doubt it after ſuch aſſurances, I ſhoud u drering 
have believed it on any other; a defigh which I hope every m scent g. 
who' regards the welfare of this kingdom will indefatigably of aids to the 
id wich vary Ae alt wilt "hae ſome wel ncidem. i: eſfect 
ere wh . goſderati 

Jo fend an e eee Lords Wenn our nu in tir 
n endet neceſſity, without temptation, without proſpea ones to 
poſſibility of advantage; it is to engage in à quarrel which has I every 
relation to our deni nions, or rights, or commerce; à quarrel fr e. Ih 
Which, however it be decided, we can neither hope for any inerei i anmerce 


of our wealth;'our force, or our influence; but which may invol Miſe, whats 
as in a War without end, i which" it will be difficult to obtain M ent; ti: 
victory, and in which we muſt yet either conquer or be undone. Wit not 
Sureby, my Lords, an expedition like this was never undertatiſributed 
before; without' confulting the Senate, and declaring the motives oc will 
which it was defigned : farely' never was any ſupply of this natun L theſe 
demanded, without fone previous diſcoveries to this Houfe of merit) 
importance of the ſervice for which they were required to proud 49a 

nuch wou 


covered by a cloud of affected fecrecy, nor is any knowledge of 6 
affairs to be gained, but from papers en ars not to be regarde 
wow the printed votes of the other Houſe. F 

I am always, my Lords, inclined to mo enufual ſecrecy, an 
to imagine, that men either conceal their meaſures, becauſe they ca 
not defend them; or affect an appearance of concealing them, whet 
in reality they have yet projected nothing, and draw the veil with un 


ur forefat 
kerhaps ou 
teat, and 
b fix and 


; countr 


common care, only leſt it ſhould be diſcovered that there is nothindfiſ bus, r 
behind it as when palaces are ſhewn, thoſe W. g ge which 1 Fon of 
empty, are carefully locked up. 2 ps 
To confeſs my opinion without reſerve, T am not ſo much incline . 


to believe, that our miniſters deſigns are bad, as that they deli 
nothing; and ſuſpect that this mighty army, fo laviſhly paid, an 
collected from ſuch diſtant parts, is to regulate its motions by at 
eident, and to wait without action, till ſome change in the flat 
of Europe ſhall make it more eaſy for our miniſters to form thell 
ſcheme, 
I hope, my Lords, 400 by ſome accident more favourable than i 


—_ at preſent reaſon to expect, or German expedition will be 1 
tardec 


the perſ 
we ever | 
tan, witl 
ct what 

ouſe of / 
Io rigor: 
tre ever 


Vor. II 
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| ed, till our miniſters ſhall awaken from their preſent dream of 


pirering Europe from the French ambition, and of reſtoring the 


very ke geient greatneſs of the Houſe of Auſtria, I hope every day, as it 


ly oppof . to their experience, will diminiſh that ardour which is generally 
ident mer effect of imperfect views, which is commonly raiſed by partial 


auſderations, and ends in inconſiderate undertakings. I hope they 


our nal in time think it no advantage to their fellow- ſubjects to be 


roſpect « 
ch has 
irrel fre 


td every field, where they ſhall happen to hear that blood is to be 
544 hope they will be taught, that the only buſineſs of Britain is 


y inerei i onmerce; and that while our ſhips paſs unmioleſted, we may fit at 
ay invalid, whatever be the deſigns or actions of the potentates on the con- 
obtain H ent; that none but naval power can endanger qur ſafety, and that 


tis not neceſſary for us to enquire, how foreign territories are 
ributed, what family approaches to its extinction, or where a ſuc- 
ſor will be found to any other crown than that of Britain. 

[f theſe maxims were once generally underſtood, from how much 
enlexity would our counſels be ſet free? how many thouſands of 
ir ſellow-ſubjects would be preſerved from ſlaughter ? and how 
nuch would our wealth be increaſed, by ſaving thoſe ſums which are 

early ſquandered in idle expeditions, or in negotiations equally uſeleſs, 
| perhaps equally expenſive ? Had theſe principles been received by 

ur forefathers, . we might now have given laws to the world, and 

erhaps our poſterity will with equal reaſon ſay, How happy, how 

feat, and formidable they ſhould. have been, had not we attempted. 
fx and to hold the balance of power, and neglected the intereſt of 


lone. 
ndertake 
otives 
us natur 
fe of i 
provide 
ment a 
ge of o 
regarde 


recy, ani 
they ca 


m, whet 
110 un country for the preſervation of the Houſe of Auſtria ! | 
nothing Thus, my Lords, I have endeavoured to explain and enforce my 


jpinion of the meaſures in which our miniſters have engaged the 
ation ; and hope, that I ſhall not be accuſed of being influenced in 
i determinations by perſonal prejudices, nor of having changed my 
V def Pnions with regard to public affairs, in conſequence of any change 
tie perſons by whom they are conducted. For if my ſentiments 
s by fi": er been thought important enough to be retained in memory, 
the flat n, with the utmoſt confidence, appeal to all thoſe who can recol- 


yhich aft 


rm thei what I have formerly ſaid, when the re-eſtabliſhment of the. 
due of Auſtria was the ſubject of our conſultations ; and defy the 
than We loft rigorous and attentive examiner of my conduct, to prove, that 


| be er ever was a time, in which I thought it neceſſary or expedient 
Vor. II. | 1 - fo 


tarded 
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(for the Britiſh nation to be entangled in diſputes. 3 contine; 
or to employ. her arms in nn the * of contendi 
powers. | 

. I was always of opinion, my Lords, chat peace is the mok dg i 
"ih and that the eaſe of ſecurity is to be preferred to the — 
victory. I always thought peace particularly neceſſary to a tradir 
people; and as I have yet found no reaſon to alter my ſentiment 
and as auxiliaries cannot be of any uſe but in time of war, I ſhall e 
deavour to promote peace by joining in the motion. 

Lord CHoLMONDELEY ſpoke to this effect: — My Lords, Ng 
withſtanding the atrocious charges which have been urged with 
much vehemence againſt the miniſtry ; notwithſtanding the fa 


and abſurdity which fome Lords have imagined themſelves to nt, with: 
diſcovered in the preſent meaſures, I cannot yet prevail upon myſei Theſe, 
whatever may be my veneration for their integrity, or my confiden preatef 
in their abilities, to approve the motion for which they fo earneſii n have 2 
contend. tion to tra 


To comply with this motion, my Lords, would be, in my opitiaſ td, the 
to betray the general cauſe of mankind, to interrupt the ſucceſs Krovinces | 


f the Hou 
im, it is! 
Thus, r 
miniſters o 
been ſo oft 
Jonour, a1 
Im anoth 
Wien Loui. 
expenſiv 
Ince a 


the aſſerters of liberty, to give up all the continent at once to ti 
Houſe of Bourbon, to defeat all the meaſures of our anceſtors a 
ourſelves, and to invite the oppreſſors of mankind to extend the 
claims of univerfal dominion to the iſland of Britain. 
Of the meaſures which we are now to conſider, I think the defen 
at once obvious and unanſwerable ; and ſhould adviſe, that inſtead 
exerting an uſeleſs ſagacity in uncertain conjectures on future event 
or diſplaying unſeaſonable knowledge by the citation of authoriti 
or the recollection of ancient facts, every Lord ſhould attentiyc 
compare the ſtate into which Europe was reduced ſoon after the des 
of the late Emperor, with that in which it now appears; and enqu By purſi 
to what cauſes ſuch ſudden and important changes are to be aſeribe nd adour, 
He will then eafily diſcover the efficacy of the Britiſh meaſures ; s, whon 
be convinced, that nothing has been omitted which the intereſt of fa centur 
nation required, ö ine that ſy 
When I hear it aſked by the noble Lords, What effects bare dere bounda 
produced by our armaments and expences ? For what end ui ie it for 
are hired, and why our armies are tranſported into Flanders ? J making an 
not but ſuſpect, my Lords, that this affectation of ignorance is ih may 10 
intended to irtitate their opponents; that they ſuppreſs facts 4 bd, by 
1 N BE 
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ic they are well acquainted, only that they may have an oppors 
ty of giving vent to their paſſions, of diſplaying their 1 imagination 
m artful reproaches, and exerciſing their eloquence in ſplendid decla- 


qutions- believe they hide what they know where to find, only 
poblige others to the labour of producing it; and aſk queſtions, 


Lenz. 
Continer 
:Ontendi 
oft elig 


honour 


a tradinfWict becauſe they want or deſire information, but becauſe they hope 
entimeni weary thoſe whoſe Nations. een chen m to the taſk of ped 


I ſhall en. 
The effects, my Lords, which the affiſtance given iy us to the 
Queen of Hungary have already produced, are the recovery of one 
kingdom, and the ſafety of the reſt; the excluſion of the Spaniards 
m Italy on the one part, and on the other the confinement of them 
bit, without either the ſupplies for war, or the neceſſaries of life. 

on my Theſe, my Lords, are ſurely great advantages; but theſe are not 
:onhidengiſh greateſt which we have reaſon to hope. Our vigour and reſolu- 
| earnetWW have at laſt animated the Dutch to ſuſpend for a time their atten- 


rds, No 
d with | 
the fl 
8 to hay 


y opinic 
ſucceſs 


zrd, the ſtate of other nations; the moſt rich and powerful of their 
provinces have already determined to concur in the re-eſtabliſhment 


ce to the the Houſe of Auſtria; and if the approbation of the reſt be neceſ- 
ſtors a ; it is likely to be obtained by the ſame method of proceeding. 


end the Thus, my Lords, we have a proſpe& of doing that which the 
miniſters of Queen Anne, whoſe fidelity, wiſdom, and addreſs, have 
beet ſo often and fo invidiouſly commended, thought their greateſt 
our, and the ſtrongeſt proof of their abilities. We may ſoon 
Im another confederacy againft the Houſe of Bourbon, at a time 
hen Louis XIV. is not at its head, at a time when it is exhauſted 
expenſive projects; and when, therefore, it cannot make the ſame 
tliſtance as when it was before attacked. 

By purſuing the ſcheme which is now formed, with ſteadineſs 
nd ardour, we may perhaps re- inſtate all thoſe nations in their liber- 
„ whom cowardice, or negligence, or credulity have, during the 
iſ century, delivered up to the ambition of France: we may con- 
ne that ſwelling monarchy, which has from year to year torn down 
le boundaries of its neighbours, within its ancient limits, and dif- 
Wee it for ages from giving any new alarms to mankind, and from 
aking any other efforts for the acquiſition of univerſal dominion 
e may re-eſtabliſh the Houſe of Auſtria. as the great barrier of the 
Feld, by which it is preſerved on one part from being laid waſte by 
Y 2 ths 


ton to trade and money, and to conſider what they ſeldom much 
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diſpute about words, is indeed ſeldom uſeful ; and when queſtia 


ben. 
the barbarity of the Turks, and on the other from being enſlaved | 
politer tyrants, and over- run by the ambition of France. 


74 
put it 1 


Elevated with ſuch ſucceſs, and encouraged by ſuch proſpedts, | "tives the 
ought ſurely, my Lords, to preſs forward in a path, where we ha en te 
hitherto found no difficulties, and which leads directly to ſolid pes ur to EXE 
and happineſs, which no dangers or terrors can hereafter interrupt which, 
we ought, inſtead of relaxing, to redouble our efforts; and to ov dbeir ſu 
member, that by exerting all our ſtrength and all our infa fo WY has be 
ſhort time, we ſhall not only ſecure ourſelves and our poſterity frot thoſe of an 
inſolence and oppreſſion, but ſhall eſtabliſh the tranquillity of ü minatior 
world, and promote the general felicity of the human ſpecies. which eve! 

For theſe great purpoſes, my Lords, are thoſe auxiliaries retaine this imp 
of which ſome Lords now require the diſmiſſion, and thoſe arm ei great 
tranſported, which part of the nation is by falſe reports inclined i no ch 
recal ; but T hope that ſuch unreaſonable demands will not be gr v other tr 
fied, and that the faith of treaties, the ties of friendſhip, the call Wunlidate t 
juſtice, and the expectations of our allies, will eaſily prevail up od) affir 
your Lordſhips to BE Fine murmurs of prejudice, and the outer wer wol 
of faction. troops ont 

Lord Bar replied to the Clio effect: —My Lorks As lis defign 
far from thinking, that my add ice or opinion can be of any uſe i Europe 
this illuſtrious Aſſembly, I ſhould have liſtened in ſilence to this ne appli: 


n reaſon 
The rea 
ſtrong, 

mouſly de 


bate, important as it is, had I not thought it my duty to defend he 
what I approved in the council; and conſidered it as an act of cowat 
dice and meanneſs to fall paſſively down the ſtream of popularity, 
to ſuffer my reaſon and my integrity to. be overborne by the noiſe e 


vulgar clamours, which have been raiſed againſt the meaſures of n an aſſe 
government by the low arts of exaggeration, fallacious reaſoning ouring 
and partial repreſentations. It is not without concern, my Lord put it i 
that even in this Houſe I obſerve ſome-inclination to gratify the prejuiſſolemnity ; 
dices of the people, and to confirm them in their contempt of {ſt in vain 
foreign troops, by the poor artifice of contemptuous language. nes, but 


es from 


ſo weighty as theſe are before us, may be juſtly cenſured as improper flicitous | 


I ſhall therefore only obſerve, that the term mercenaries, which 151 It has | 
the motion applied to the forces of Hanover, ſeems deſigned ratb i pearanc 
to affect the paſſions than influence the reaſon, and intended only conducted 
expreſs a partiaiity which endet . juſtified, Wind that t 

RfWMerecuted 


grandi: 


bu. 
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enſlaved | ＋ | 


hut it is far more neceſſary, my Lords, to conſider upon what 


oſpedts, Mes the troops of Hanover were hired, than by what denomina- 
re we ha ton they may moſt properly be called; and therefore I ſhall endea- 
ſolid peat your to explain the reaſons which induced the miniſtry to retain them, 
interrug ſd which, I ſuppoſe, have prevailed og the Commons to provide 
and to r their ſupport. 

ence.for lt has been aſked, Why the troops of Hanover were preferred to 


erity fta of any other nation? And it has been inſinuated, that our de- 
ity of u mination was influenced by motives very different from that regard 
ies, ich every Briton owes to the intereſt of his native country. But 
s retaine v this imputation, however ſpecious and however popular, it may be 
oe ami i great ſecurity replied, that there was no preference, becauſe there 


no choice; that there was a neceſſity for hiring troops, and that 
jp other troops were to be obtained; and whoever ſhall endeavour to 


nclined 


be gra 


the call N aldate this defence, muſt engage in an undertaking of which I can 
vail upo d) affirm, that he will find it very difficult. He muſt ſhew what 
ojer would have been able or willing to have furniſhed us with 


e Outer 

oops on this occaſion; and I am confident, that whoever ſhall with 
this deſign take a deliberate ſurvey of the ſeveral kingdoms and ſtates 
Europe, will find, that there is no other prince to whom we could 


As I 


ny uſe | 


o this de applied on this occaſion, without greater inconveniencies than 
fend hen en reaſonably be feared from the preſent ſtipulation with Hanover. | 
f conarWM The reaſons indeed, for which this ſtipulation was made, appeared 
arity, ano trong, when it was conſidered in the council, that it was unani- 
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only t 


u an aſſembly of particular perſons, who might be ſuſpected of 
; aning it from private views, and of being convened on purpoſe 
Þ put it in execution; it was debated by a great number with great 
lemnity; nor can any man ſay, that he only yielded to what he found 
It in vain to oppoſe ; for the conſent given was not a tacit acquieſ- 
ince, but a verbal approbation. So far was this part of our mea- 
es from being the advice of any ſingle man, or tranſacted with that 
hlicitous ſecrecy which is the uſual refuge of bad deſigns. 

It has been aſſerted likewiſe, my Lords, and with much greater 
Fpearance of juſtice, that this whole deſign has been formed and 
conducted without the concurrence or approbation of the Senate ; 
g ecuted at the public expence, as a plan formed by the miniſtry to 

ggrandize or — themſelves at the hazard of the nation. 
T2 | But. 
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But even this, my Lords, is a miſſtepreſentation, though a mit 
repreſentation more artful, and more difficult to defeat; becauſe, ; 
order to the juſtification of our meaſures, it is neceſſary to take 
review of paſt tranſactions, and to. conſider. what Was. neceſil 
implied by former determinations of the Senate. 

The period, my Lords, to which this conſideration will nec 


all the 
abt have 
hoinion | 
pins 
yevented, 
with more 


carry us back, is the time at which, after the late tedious war, a pea The fart 
was, on whatever terms, concluded with France. It is well knows put these 
that the confederates demanded, among other advantages, a ceſſig i profefſio! 
of that part of Flanders, which had been for many years in the pol dur, or 
ſeſſion of Spain, and which opened a way by which the ambition offſſſiove1er * 
the Houſe of Bourbon might make inroads at pleaſure i into the do ene men 
minions of either the Auſtrians or Dutch, This they were imme vunities 
diately intereſted in preventing ; and as we knew the neceſſty offfſM(rending 
preſerving the equipoiſe of power, we likewiſe were remotely engage ie know 
to promote any meaſures by which it might be ſecured. In this de a increaſc 
mand, therefore, all the confederate powers naturally united, and b though we 
their united influence enforced compliance. But though it was eis their ſt: 
with no great profundity of political knowledge to diſcover fru Iv mturit 


1 rrwards 
weakneſs, 
made the 
ter of ſhip 
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countries, 


mall expe 


whom theſe provinces ſhould be taken away, to whom they ſhoul 
be given, was a queſtion of more difficulty; ſince they might add te 
the power that had opportunities of improving them, ſuch an increak 
of commerce and wealth as might defeat the end for which they were 
demanded, and deſtroy the balance of power, by transferring toc 
much weight into another ſcale. And mankind has learned, ny 
Lords, by experience, that exorbitant power will always produce 
exorbitant pride; that very few, when they can oppreſs with ſecurity, 
will be contained within the bounds of equity by the reſtraints of 
morality or of religion; and that therefore the only method of eſt: 
bliſhing a laſting peace is to divide power ſo equally, that no party 
may have any certain proſpect of advantage by making war upon nuch leſs 
another, their inte! 
For this reaſon, my Lords, it was apparently contrary to our in- Menn iſlan; 
tereſt to grant thoſe provinces to thoſe to whom by their ſituatio dem wit! 
they might have been moſt uſeful. Such countries, and ſuch manu-Wcommerce 
factures in the hands of a people verſed perhaps beyond all others, | There 
both' in the ſcience and the ſtratagems of trade, and always watchful I Peror to 
to improve every opportunity of increaſing their riches, would have berefore, 


enabled them in a ſhort time to purchaſe an intereſt in the councils I Vantage « 
| 1 


7 


b o 


gh a mii the monarchs of the. world, to have maintained fleets that 


ecauſe, gicbt have covered the ocean, and to have obtained that univerſal 
to take nin on to which the French have ſo long aſpired, and which, it as 
ps more for the intereſt of mankind, that if ſlavery cannot be 


neceſlariy 
| qented, they ſhould obtain, as they would n uſe their N 


neceſſary more generoſity. 

, a pea The ſame reaſon, my Lords, N made the Dutch onwillivg 
ll Kno put theſe provinces in the hands of Britain; for we likewiſe make 
2 ceſig 4 profeſſion of trade, though we do not purſue it with the fame 
1 the pa pur, or to confeſs the truth, with the ſame ſucceſs ; It was not 
nbition never to be imagined, that there would not be found among us 


o the do bone men of ſagacity to diſcern, and of induſtry to improve the op- 


e imme 


cellity N vending our manutaCtures in parts, where at preſent they are very 
engage ine known. Nor was this the only danger to be feared from ſuch 
this de a increaſe of dominion: The Dutch have not yet forgotten, that 
, and „ beough we at firſt reſcued them from ſlavery, patronized the infancy 
was ease their ſtate, and continued our guardianſhip, till it was grown up 
er fron maturity, and enabled to ſupport itſelf by its own ſtrength, yet we 


y ſhouldMerwards made very vigorous attempts to reduce it to its original 
it add tofWweaknels, and to fink it into pupillage again; that we attempted to 
increaſ made the moſt eſſential part of its rights, and to preſcribe the num- 


1ey werber of ſhips that it ſhould maintain. They know likewiſe, my Lords, 


ing tog ant by the natural rotation of human affairs, the ſame counſels may 
ed, min ſome future reign be again purſued, or that ſome unavoidable con- 
produce ia of intereſt may produce a conteſt that:can be decided only by the 
ſecurity lord; and then it may eaſily be perceived, how much they would 


aints oe endangered by the neighbourhood of Britiſh garriſons, and of 


of eſta-iſcountries, where we might maintain numerous armies at a very 
o party mall expence, It is therefore no ſubject of wonder, that a nation 
ir upon nuch leſs ſubtile than the Dutch ſhould find out how much it was 


their intereſt, that we ſhould be confined within the limits of our 
our in- Nenn iſland ; and that we ſhould not have it in our power to attack 
tuation tem with armies as well as fleets, and at once to obſtruct their 
manu-· commerce and invade their country. 
other There remained, therefore, my Lords, no power but the Em- 
atchful I eror to whom theſe provinces could be conſigned; and to him, 
d bare terefore, they were given, but given only in truſt for the joint ad- 
ayncils Wi Vantage of the whole confederacy ; he indeed enjoys their revenues 
1 4 on 
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on condition, that he ſhall ſupport the garriſons neceſſary to their q 
fence ; but he cannot transfer them to any other power, or alien, 
them to the detriment of thoſe nations who concurred in 
qu:ring weh | 't tle to mal 

It may not be improper, my Ld to be that a on ng 


tract depends the juſtice of our conduct with regard to the Grand weld, tl 
eſtabliſhed at Oſtend for carrying on a trade to the Eaſt lune each inter 
Theſe Provinces were granted to the Confederate Powers, and could for the 
ſigned to the Emperor to be enjoyed by him for the common benefit | 
It was, therefore, plainly intended by this contract, that he ſhi 
uſe none of the advantages which theſe new dominians afforded bia A air caſe t. 
to the detriment of thoſe powers by whoſe gift he enjoyed them; ng This, m 
could it be ſuppoſed, that the Dutch and Britains.debarred each othe i demblies 
from thoſe opportunities of Rowe EP to enable the OO to ri wongf th 
them both. \ 4 255 he artifice 
The n has, my 1 were at this time , peat and 
by the Senate to be the general property of all the Confederui ber forms 
Powers, acquired by their united arms, and to be preſerved for theii ur advif 
common advantage, as the pledge. of peace, and the palladium i unſederac 
Europe, If, therefore, it ſhould at any time happen, that the s yet dif 
ſhould be endangered either by the weakneſs or neglect of any on rrriſons 
of thoſe powers, the reſt are to exert their right, and endeavour thei poteted. 
preſeryation and ſecurity ; nor is there any new {tipulation or hf If their 
neceſſary for this; ſince with reſpect to the Confederates it is implicWMtis to be 
in the original ſtipulation, and with regard to the Senate of Briuin i ddiffere: 
in the approbation which was beſtowed upon that cant, when it aa be for 
was made. 1 h put a ſta! 
The time, my Lords, in which this common right is to be exertei ed, th 
is now arrived ; the Queen of Hungary invaded in her hexeditayWMbmetime 
dominions, and preſſed on every ſide by a general combination But, n 
almoſt all the ſurrounding Princes, declares herſelf no longer able to vght to 
ſupport the garriſons of the barrier, and informs us, that ſhe intend ite of 
to recal her troops for the defence of their own country. WB Vance. 
then is more apparent, my Lords, than that either theſe. towns mult] nd thin! 
fall again into the hands of the F rench, and that we ſhall be obligate. tired 
to recover them, if they can ever be recovered, at the expence of WW have for 
another ten years war, or, that either we or the Dutch muſt ſend Wil watch of 
troops to ſupply the place of thoſe which, the ne of wein doe: kt no 
reign oblige h her to withdraw. © is 0 00 Rok wit 


Tut 
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Faoce, that the enemies of mankind ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of the 
wngeſt bulwarks in the world, ſurrounded by fields -and paſtures 
We to maintain their garriſons without expence, will not be pro- 


heated, that the Dutch ought to garriſon theſe towns as more 
way intereſted in their preſervation, and more commodiouſly litu- 
8d for their defence; nor can it be, indeed, denied, that the Dutch 
iy be juſtly cenſured for their neglect, as they appear to leave the 
unmon cauſe to our protection, and to prefer their commerce and 
ir eaſe to their own ſafety and the happineſs of the world. 

This, my Lords, has been very warmly aſſerted in their own 
afemblies, nor have there been wanting men of ſpirit and integrity 
mongſt them who have deſpiſed the gold and promiſes, and detected 
Zh te artifices of France; who have endeayoured by all the arts of argu- 
termine rent and perſuaſion to rouſe their countrymen to remembrance of 
nfederati der former danger, and to an enquiry into their real intereſt ; who 
for thei e adviſed the levy of new forces, and the eſtabliſnment of a new 


aſt Indie 
and co 
n benef 
he ſhe 
ded hin 
em ; nd 
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adium of©®ÞPtenfederacy ; who have called upon the ſtate to face danger while it 
hat- the jet diſtant, and to ſecure their own country by pouring their 
any on rrriſons into the towns hom citadels by which- their frontiers are | 
Our thei mtected. 50. | FO \ En 4:4þ . N 
or I their arguments, however ruſt, have yot yet attaliied: their end 
impliei tis to be imputed to the conſtitution: embarraſſed by the combination 


Brita 
when it 


cf different intereſts, which muſt be reconciled, before any reſolution: 
an be formed; a ſingle town, my Lords, can by refufing its conſent 
| put a ſtand to the moſt neceſſary deſigns, and it is eaſily to be ima- 
: exerted eined, that by a monarch equally crafty and rich, a ſingle town may 
edit bmctimes be bribed into meaſures contrary to the public intereſt. 
ation of But, my Lords, the negligence of. the Dutch is' a motive which 
able wo 0ight to incite us to vigour. and diſpatch ; ſince it is not for the 
intends fake of the Dutch but ourſelves, that we defire the ſuppreſſion of 

What France, If the Dutch are at length convinced of the eaſe of ſlavery, 
ns mult BY ind think liberty no longer worth the labour of preſerving it, if they 


obligelſ ne tired with the taſk of labouring for the happineſs of others, and 


-nce of 


ave forſaken the ſtand on which they were placed, as the general 
ſt ſen 


Watch of the world, to indulge themſelves in tranquillity and ſlumber, 


* 006» et not us, my Lords, give way to the ſame infatuation ; let not us 


ek ith neglect on the deluge: that rolls towards us till it has ad- 
vanced 


That 


„Int the towns of Flanders ſhould be reſigned gratuitouſly to 


wed by any of this Aſſembly. But it may eafily and naturally be 
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method of proceeding, my Lords, was formed the laſt mighty con 
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vanced too far to be reſiſted. Let us remember, that we are to gn 
our preſervation only to ourſelves, and redouble our efforts in prope 
tion as others neglect their duty. Let us ſhew mankind, that; 
are neither afraid tg/Rtand up alone in defence of juſtice and of fre 
dom, nor unable to in ms cauſe that we have undertake 


D | 
concurrence of the Dutch is abſolutely neceflary to a proſpect of ſul ut we c: 
ceſs, it may be reaſonably anſwered, that by engaging in meaſure{izour, an 
which can leave no doubt of either our power or our ſincerity, M aue whic 
concurrence of the Dutch is moſt likely to be obtained. By ti 


federacy by which the Houſe of Bourbon was almoſt | ſhaken i; 
ruins. The Dutch then, as now, were flow in their determination gence upc 
and perhaps equally diffident of their own ſtrength and our firmneſi oon of mo! 
nor did they agree to declare war againſt France, till we had tra 

ported ten thouſand men into Flanders, and convinced them, th 
we were not inviting them to a mock alliance; but that we reall 
intended the reduction of that empire which had fo long extende( 
itſelf without interruption, and threatened in a ſhort time to f 
up all the Weſtern nations. 
Thus, my Lords, it appears, that the ne which have Wy f| 
purſued are juſt, politic and legal; that they have been preſcribed mies, an: 
the decrees of former Senates, and therefore cannot be cenſured afinung for 
arbitrary; and that they have a tendency to the preſervation of tholepobably e: 
territories which it was once thought ſo much honour to acquire Wiſmand a 
And it may be yet farther urged, that though they are to be ce | need 1 
fidered only as the firſt tendencies to ſecure greater deſigns, they haut have it 
already produced effects apparently to the advantage of the commoniſiſſiigence, 
cauſe, and have obliged the French to deſiſt from their purſuit of te modera 
Queen of Hungary, and rather to require how they ſhall return honeMſpelent by 
than how they ſhall proceed to farther conqueſts. dition, b 
In condemnation of theſe meaſures, my Lords, it has leet eir govei 
urged, that a moderate conduct is always eligible ; and that nothing ad of pe 
hut ruin and confuſion can be expected from precipitation ani the ter 
temerity. Moderation, my Lords, is a very captivating ſound; but ¶eſe meaſ 
I hope, it will have now no influence on this Aſſembly; becauſe onended, | 
this occaſion it cannot. properly be employed. I have always been ine in pe 
taught, that maderation is only uſeful in forming determinations o Mien her 
5 deſigu i 
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as, but that when once conviRtion, is attained, zeal is to take 
je; 5 when a deſign is phones it ought to be. excutrd with 


nou 

The queſtion 1 is not now, my Lords, Whether we. e ſhall Gs 
ke Queen of Hungary, but in what manner ſhe ſhall be ſupported 3 
qd therefore it cannot be doubted, but that ſuch ſupport ſhould be 


kat we can aſſiſt her without exerting an uncommon degree of 
nour, and ſhewing, that we conſider ourſelves as engaged in a 
ne which cannot be abandoned without diſgrace and ruin. 

the noble Lord had, before he entered upon his encomium on 
moderation, conſidered what effects could be promiſed from his fa- 
wuite virtue, he would have had no inclination to diſplay his elo- 
ence upon it. By: moderation, my Lords, uninterrupted modera- 
jon of more than twenty years, have we become the ſcorn of man- 
ad, and expoſed ourſelves to the inſults of almoſt every nation in 
tk world, By moderation have we betrayed our allies, and ſuffered 
ur friendſhip to loſe all its value; by moderation have we given 
commerce to the rapacity of an enemy, formidable only for his 
ance, and ſuffered our merchants to be ruined, and our fajlors 
p be enſlaved, By moderation have we permitted the French to 
gap again at general dominion, to over-run Germany with their 
mies, and to endanger again the liberties of mankind; and by con- 
nuing for a very few years the ſame laudable moderation, we fhall 
of tholeWobably encourage them to ſhut up our ſhips in our CA _ 
acquire mand a tribute for the uſe of the Channel. 

ao not obſerve to your Lordſhips, that all the ess and 
bat have in all ages been atchieved, have been the effects of reſolution, 
Wigence, and daring activity, virtues wholly oppoſite to the calmneſs: 
moderation. I need not obſerve, that the advantages enjoyed at 
jelent by the French are the conſequences of that vigour and ex- 
dition, by which they are diſtinguiſhed, and which the form of 
ir government enables them to exert. Had they, my Lords, in- 


on and the terror of their troops, the election of an Emperor, purſued 
d; but leſe meaſures of moderation which have been ſo pathetically recom- 
auſe onWnended, how eaſily had their deſigns been defedted? Had they loſt 
ys been me in perſuading the Queen of Hungary by a ſolemn embaſly to 
ions of Fig her dominions, or attempted to influence the diet by amicable 
deſigns nego- 


lanted her as may be effectual; and I believe it will not be thoughts - 


ad of pouring armies. into the Auſtrian dominions, and procuring) | 
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885 5 ER ATT ON 1 by 
negotiations, armies had been levied, and the paſſes of 8 Hoes 
been ſhut againſt them; they had been oppoſed on the frontiers MW ch the) 
their own dominions, by troops equally numerous, and warlike wit . ed ; 
their own, and inſtead of impoſing a Sovereign on the empire, ha chic 
been perhaps purſued into their own country. F . 
But, my Lords, whether moderation was not recommended t . th 
them by ſuch powerful oratory as your Lordſhips have heard, 9 an 
whether its advocates met with an audience not eaſily to be con f 
vinced, it is plain, that they ſeem to have acted upon very differen | 8 | 
principles, and I wiſh their policy bad not been ſo ſtrongly Juſtifie any, wh 
by its ſucceſs. By ſending an army into Germany, my Lords, when four Lord 
there were no forces ready to oppoſe them, they reduced all the pet lupo dif 
pri nces to immediate ſubmiſſion, and obliged thoſe to welcome then muſt be tl 
as friends, who would gladly. have united againſt them as the it bu 
veterate enemies of the whole German body; and who, had they Which ha: 
been firmly joined by their neighbours, under a general ſenſe of theſi at but 
ben e would have caſily raiſed an Fg able to h peach ar 
re em 0 the 
i my Lords, was the effect of vigour, an effect v very Liffere bt v 
from that which we had an opportunity of experiencing as the col 510414 
ſequence of moderation; it was to no purpoſe that we endeavoutef odd fn 
to alarm mankind by remonſtrances, and to procure aſſiſtance bilMyiich the 
intreaties and ſolicitations; the univerſal panic was not to be remove aims of 
by advice and exhortations, and the Queen of Hungary muſt hu ce and 
ſunk under the weight of a general combination againſt her, had we lere, tha 
not at laſt riſen up in her defence, and with our ſwords in our hand french; 
fet an example to the nations of Europe, of courage and penerofity. M eedlatior 
It then quickly appeared, my Lords, how little is to be expecti gore mh 
from cold perſuaſion, and how neceſſary it is, that he who woull Ws l 
engage others in a taſk of difficulty, ſhould ſhow himſelf willing ” ff engage 
partake the labour which he recommends, No ſooner had we de l bas be 
clared our refolution to fulfil our ſtipulations, and ordered our troop: that 
to march for the relief of the Queen of Hungary, than other Prince... relie 
_ diſcovered, that they had the ſame diipoſitions, though they haba it ic 
hitherto thought it prudent to conceal them; that they equally wilii.., .. 
ourſelves hated and feared the French ; that they were defirous tt [agerial 
repreſs. their inſolence and oppoſe their conqueſts, and only waited * 


for the motions of ſome power who might ſtand at the head of th 


: Glerve, - 
eonfederacy, and lead them forwards againſt the common enemy: : 


The 


rs. ] THE ARMY, 333 
The liberal b of dominion made by the French, by which 
te fovereigns of Germany had been tempted to concur in a deſign 
wich they thought themſelves unable to oppoſe, were now no longer 

reared ; they were conſidered only as the boaſts of imaginary great- 
# which would at laſt vaniſh into air; and every one knew, that 
te ultimate deſign of Europe was to oppreſs equally her enemies and 
tends, they wiſely deſpiſed her offers, and either deſiſted from the 
kigns to which they had been incited by N or declared themſelves 
tuch to unite againſt her, 

This, my Lords, has been the conſequence of aſſembling the 
um, which by the motion now under our conſideration ſome of 
four Lordſhips ſeem deſirous to diſband, an inclination of which I 
annot diſcover from whence it can ariſe. For what, my Lords, 
muſt be the conſequence, if this motion ſhould be complied with? 
hat but the total deſtruction of the whole ſyſtem of power 
mich has been ſo. laboriouſly formed and ſo ſtrongly compaRted ? 
What but the immediate ruin of the Houſe of Auſtria, by which the 
French ambition has been ſo long reſtrained? What but the ſubver- 
fon of the liberties of Germany, and the erection of an univerſal em- 
pire, to which all the nations of the earth muſt become vatſlals? ; 

Should the auxiliary troops be diſbanded, the Queen of Hungary 
would find what benefit ſhe has received from them by the calamities 
wich the loſs of them would immediately bring upon her. All the 
removeGlctins of all the neighbouring Princes, who are now awed into 
uſt haare and ſilence, would be revived, and every one would again be- 
„ had lere, that nothing was to be hoped or feared but from France. The 
ur hands rrench would again ruſh forward to new invaſions, and ſpread 
rerofity, ſeeſlation over other countries, and the Houſe of Auſtria would be 
exper Dore weakened than by the loſs of many battles i in its preſent ſtate. - 
0 you The ſupport of the Houle of Auſtria appears not, indeed, much 
illing 1 i engage the attention of thoſe by whom this motion is ſupported. 
| we de l bas been repreſented as a Houſe equally ambitious and perfidious 
ar tro vim that of Bourbon, and equally an enemy both to liberty and to 
| Prince re religion and a very celebrated author has been quoted to prove, 
hey lan flat it is the intereſt of the Germans themſelves to ſee aPrince at thei 
<4 "y lead, whoſe hereditary dominions may not incite him to exert the 
11 * Imperial power to the diſadvantage of the inferior Sovereigns. 

1 la order to the conſideration of theſe objections, it is neceſſary to 


d of th 
| cher re, my Lor ds, that national. alliances are not like leagues of 
5 friendſhip, 
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friendſhip, the conſequences of an agreement * opinio 
and affections, but like affociations of commerce formed and « 


tinued by no ſimilitude of any thing but intereſt, It is not theres 
neceſſary to enquire what the Houſe of Auſtria has deſerved from 
or from mankind; becauſe intereſt, not gratitude, engages ys | 
ſupport it. It is uſeleſs to urge, that it is equally faithleſs and c 
with the Houſe of Bourbon, becauſe the queſtion is not, whethy 
both ſhall be deſtroyed, but whether one ſhould rage without contro 
It is ſufficient for us that their intereſt is oppoſite, . and that religi 
and liberty may be preſerved by their mutual jealouſy. And I co 
feſs, my Lords, that were the Auſtrians about to attain unlinid 
power by the conqueſt or inheritance of France and Spain, it vou e it. 
be no leſs proper to form confederacies againſt them. Wbethe 
The teſtimony which has been produced of the convenience of wer ſubve 
weak Emperor, is to be conſidered, my Lords, as the opinion of Me my pris 
author whoſe birth and employment had tainted him with an im et; it 
terate hatred of the Houſe of Auſtria, and filled his imagination vi gt to b 
an habitual dread of the Imperial Power. He was born, my Lori dale oppc 
in Sweden, a country which had ſuffered much by a long war again i deſign 
the Emperor; He was a miniſter to the etectors of Brandenburg v liberty 
who naturally looked with envy on the ſuperiority cnn! a Aaothe 
could not but wiſh to ſee a weaker Prince upon the Imperial Th 
that their own influence might be greater; nor can we onde 
a man thus born and thus ſupported ſhould adopt an opinion, 
which the pride of his maſter would be n mw PRs? h 
intereſt of his own country promoted. ke hardſh 
It is likewiſe, my Lords, to be remarked; that there was then 1 
ſuch neceſty for a powerful Prince to ſtand at the head of the Gen the | 
mans; and to defend them with his own forces till they could unn 
for their own preſervation. The power of France Had not thet 
arrived at its preſent height, nor had their monarchs openly threatend 
to enſlave all the nations of Europe. The Princes of the empire hat 
then no oppreſſion to fear, but from the Emperor; and it was il 
wonder, that when he was their only gy e deren that hi 
power was reduced.” V 
How much the ſtate of the continent is now Ganges; is not ne 
ceſſary to mention, nor what alteration that change has "introduced 
into the politicks of all nations; thoſe who formerly dreaded to be 


. e n by the Imperial greatneſs can now only hope tol 
i ſecure 
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968 from' the torrent of, the power of France; and even 


Letz. 


ene 
8 nations who have formerly endeavoured the deſtruction of 
't theres ria, may now rejoice, that they are ſheltered by its interpoſition 
ed from Mon tyrants more active and more oppreſſive. | 

ages us 505 my Lords, though it ſhould be granted, that EY Houſe of 
and e uſtria ought not to be ſupported, it will not, in my opinion, follow, 
t, whe bac this motion deſerves our approbation; becauſe it will reduce us 
t control a {tate of imbecility, and condemn us to ſtand as paſſi ve ſpectators 
at relividhiſ the diſturbances of the world, without power and without in- 
nd I & ence, ready to admit the tyrant to whom chance ſhall allot us, 

unlimited receive thoſe laws 1 the n power ſhall vouchſafe to 

it wou raaſmit. 


er ſubverſion, or reſtore it to its former greatneſs, whatever may 
e my private opinion, I think it not on this occaſion neceſſary to 
an inne en; it is ſufficient to induce us to reject this motion, that we 
tion widdiMought to be at leaſt in a condition that may enable us to improve 
ny Lori ige opportunities that may be offered, and to hinder the execution of 
at again deſign that may . immediate danger to our commerce or 
enbury pur liberty. n 
ſtria, au Another popular i 17 Lords: which 3 been hea on ks 
e occaſion, | is the happineſs of peace, and the bleſſing of unin- 
wet, tu rrupted commerce and undiſturbed fecurity. We are perpetually 
nion. Wl of the hazards: of war, whatever may be the ſuperiority of our 
ſill or courage, of the certainty of the expences, the bloodſhed, and 
tle hardſhips, and doubtfulneſs of the advantages which we may hope 


tence of 
ton of 4 


then non them; and, it ; is;-daily urged with great vehemence, that peace 


the Ger on the hardeſt conditions is nn to the honour of As i 
* nude feſtivity of triumphs. = 

not thet \ Theſe maxims, my Lords, which are — true in the eule 
neal 1 their authors intended, may be very properly urged againſt the 
ud deſigns. of ambition, and the romantick undertakings of wanton 


was 10e tneſs; but have no place in the preſent enquiry, which relates to a 


that dir not made by caprice, but forced upon us by neceſſity; a war to 
| pbich all the encomiums on peace, muſt in reality incite, becauſe 
not m lece alone is the end intended to be obtained by it. | a 
Of the neceſſity of peace to a trading nation it is not poſſible, my 
Lords, to be ignorant 3 and therefore no man can be imagined to 
wopole 2 ſtate of war as digible in itſelf, War, my Lords, is in 
ſecurcoy- - | —— 


"Whether we ought to PERS. the Houſe 4 rn to a its. 
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and that by reſolving to exert our force for a ſhort" time, we my 
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Len, 
my opinion only to be choſen, when peace can be longer enjoys 
and to be continued only till a peace ſecure and equitable can hd 
tained. In the preſent ſtate of the world, my Lords, we fight 
for laurels, nor conqueſts, but for exiſtence, Should the arms 
France prevail, and prevail they muſt, unleſs we oppoſe them, | 
Britons may in a ſhort time no longer be a nation, our liberties 
be taken away, our conſtitution deſtroyed, our nee berteu 
and perhaps our name aboliſhed. | 

For the prevention of calamities like mech, not for the preſeryati 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, is it neceſſary, my Lords, to colleg: 
army; for by an army only can our liberties be preſerved, and ſug 
a peace obtained, as may be enjoyed K. the 1 \ mputitiogs 
ſupineneſs atid/flupidity. | | 

Of this the other Houſe appears to be tufficiently convinced, an 
has therefore granted money for the ſupport of the auxiliary troop 
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nay an im 
to incr 


nor do I doubt but your Lotdfhips will concur with them, when ye mc 

re been ſo 
ſhall fully conſider the motives upon which they may be ſuppoſed . and 
have proceeded, and refleAt, that by diſmiſſing theſe troops, we Wulf... nete 


ſacrifice to the ambition of the French, the Houſe of Auſtria, t 


ivil 
liberties of Europe, our own happineſs, and that of our poſterity At 


nates of B 
ſtew the 
niſe the 
btences, t 
ul condeſc 
This inva 


place” the 8 of mankind 4 70 the reach * attacks 1 
violation. 

Lord CARTER ET teplied to hs following effect —My Lord 
The conſiderations which were laid before you by the noble Lord 
wifo made and ſeconded the motion, are ſo important in themſelve 


oh wer 
and have been ürged with ſo much force and judgment, that I ſhal 5 IH 
not endeavour to add any new arguments ; ſince where thoſe fil M in * 
whick have been already offered, it is not likely that any will! lde imagi 


effectuat: But T ſhall endeavour to preſerve them in their full forct 
by removing the odjections which have been made to them. 
The firſt conſideration that Glaims' our attention is the reverenct 
due to the Senate, to the great council of the nation, which ovugll 
always to be conſulted, when any important deſign is formed, of an 
new meaſures adopted, eſpecially if | they are ſuch as cannot be defeated 
by being made public, and ſuch as an uncommon . . of expel 


bs of arbit 
antage ol 
bduced, 
But theſe 
nder upc 
ans and t 
In that of 
nent of t 
at they we 
ald not b 
Vor. II. 


- Theſe principles, my Lords, which 1 fappaſe no man will ente 
bave been ſo little regarded by the miniſtry on the preſemt occahon 
YI | | that 


Lein, 


r enjoy 
can be 3 
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a they ſeem to have endeavoured to diſcover by a bold experiment, 
ant degree of ſervility Senates may be reduced, and what inſults 


fight ill be taught to bear without reſentment; for they have, with- 
Ie army he leaſt previous hint of their deſign, made a contract for a very 
them, neus body of mercenaries, nor did they condeſcend to inform 
erties 


Senate, till they aſked for money to pay them: 

o execute meaſures firſt, and then to require the approbation of 
Senate, inſtead of advice, is ſurely ſuch a degree of conteinpt as 
not often been ſhewn in the moſt arbitrary reigns, and ſuch as 
ud once have provoked ſuch indignation in the other Houſe, that 
would have been-no need in this of a motion like the preſent. 
But, my Lords, in proportion as the other Houſe ſeems inclined 
xy an implicit ſubmiſſion to the dictates of the miniſtry, it is our 
qto increaſe our vigilance, and to convinte our. fellow- ſubjectss 
ja ſteady oppoſition to all encroachments, that we are not, as we 
re been ſometimes ſtiled, an uſeleſs Aſſembly, but the laſt reſort of 
ty, and the chief ſupport of the conſtitution. 

The preſent deſign of thoſe, who have thus dared to trample * 
privileges, appears to be nothing leſs than that of reducing the 
nates of Britain to the ſame abject ſlavery with thoſe of France; 


erſecute 


eſcrvatiq 
collect; 
and ſug 
tation: # 


aced, an 
V troops 
when ye 
ppoſed 
we Ul 
ſtria, 
ofterity 
we ma 
acks an 
ptences, to demand, and to regiſter ſuch determinations as they 
ul condeſcend to lay before us. : 
This invaſion of our rights, my Lords, is too flagrant to be borne, 
ugh were the meaſures which we are thus tyrannically required to 
ſport, really conducive in themſelves to the intereft of Britain, 
lch indeed might reaſonably have been expected ; for what head 
| abe imagined ſo ill-formed for politicks as not to know, that the firſt 
ts of arbitrary power ought to be in themſelves popular, that the 
utage of the effect may be” 2 TS to * means by which it is 


bduced, 


Y Lord 
dle Lord 
emſelve 
it I ſhal 
thoſe fil 
will! 
full forct 


everenct 
ch ought 
„or an 
defeated 
| expend 


nder upon another; they have diſguſted the nation both by the 


oi ent of the Senate to purſue meaſures, of which it is obvious; 


ccafon 


that uld not be approved, 


Vo, II 3 For 


bew the people that we are to be conſidered only as their agents 
niſe the ſupplies which they ſhall be pleaſed, under whatever 


But theſe wonderful < es: my Lords have heaped one 


ans and the end; and have inſulted the Senate with no other view 
a that of plundering the people. They have veritured without the 


i they were only kept ſecret, becauſe they calily foreſaw that they - 
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been employed, if they could have been obtained at a cheaper price; 


Hanover to fight their own cauſe, to hire them at a rate which 
: oecaſion. 


- Pay thoſe for doing nothing, of whom it might have been, with 
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For that the hire of mercenaries from Hanover, my Lords, * 
have been rejected with general indignation; that the propoſal wa 
have produced hiſſes rather than cenſures; and that the argume 
which have been hitherto uſed to ſupport it, would, if perſonal . 
did not make them of ſome importance, produce laughter ofte 
than replies, cannot ſurely be doubted. 

It has been ſaid in vindication of this wiſe ſcheme, that no of 
troops could be obtained but thoſe of Hanover; an ailertion whi 
J hope I may be allowed to examine, becauſe it is yet a bare aff 
tion without argument, and againſt probability; ſince it is gener 
known, how willingly the princes of Germany have on all forg 
occaſions ſent out their ſubjects to deſtruction, that they might | 
their coffers with their pay; nor do I doubt, but that there is now 
the ſame country the uſual ſuperabundance of men, and the uf 
ſcarcity of money. I make no queſtion, my Lords, that mam 
German prince would gladly furniſh us with men as a very wht 
commodity, and think himſelf ſufficiently rewarded by a ſmall { 
fidy. There could be no objection to theſe troops from the 0 
ſtitution of the empire, which is not of equal fqrce againſt 
forces of Hanover; nor do I know Why they ſhould not rather h 


141-3 
unreaſo 
ir utmoſt 
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the noble 
nuch nea 
r their OW 
n bleſled 
our will 
e OVET-T! 
ir other « 
Behides, | 
ed by tre 
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ards, as te 
count, V 
ge, that tl 
n.in the 
at Hanov' 
2 gauſtibl. 
The ſervi 
wſe, has | 
hat effect 
part, I a 


Ihe abſurdity of paying levy-money for troops regularly kept 
and of hiring them at à higher rate than was ever paid for auxili 
before, has been ſo ſtrongly urged and fo fully explained, tha WWefccurity 
reply has been attempted by thoſe who have hitherto oppoſed inion, tha 
motion, having rather endeavoured, to divert our attention to foreiillfÞerty, or « 
conſiderations than to vindicate this part of the contract, which iy loſes - 
indeed too ſhameful to be palliated, and too groſs to be overlooke ence affir. 
It is however proper to repeat, my Lords, that though it cant of reſe 
be confuted, it may be forgotten in the multitude of other ohe hire of 
that this nation, after having exalted the Elector of Hanover frag artful mi 
ſtate of obſcurity to the crown, is condemned to hire the trooper the unc 
ey day cc 
e governn 
it in ſediti 
A jealout 
nion: the 
Mtrary to 
0 them, 


never demanded for them before, and to pay levy-money for de 
though it is known to all Euroge, that ey were not mie on 


Nor is this the only: hardſhip or folly of this contract; for we 
to pay them a month before they march into our ſervice ; We de 


4 


144-31 „ m2 ART. 339 | 
unreaſonable expectations, 1 Gas * would have exerted 
1 utmoſt force without pay. 151 

for it is apparent, my Lords, chad if the deſigns of Fra rance be ſuch 
de noble Lords who oppoſe the motion repreſent them, Hanover 
much nearer to danger than Britain; and therefore they only fight 
« their own preſervation ; ſince, though they have for a ſingle year 
i bleſled with a neutrality, it cannot be imagined, that the ſame 
zur will be always granted them, or that the French, when they 

e over-run all the reſt of ap will not annex Hanover to 
2 dominions. 

Beſides, my Lords, it is well known, that Handwer 4 is oqually en- 
ed by treaty with Britain to maintain the Pragmatic Sanction, and 
> is no a certain proportion of troops are to be furniſhed. But, my 
ads, as to the march of that body of forces, I have yet heard no 
ont, Will any Lord ſay that they have marched ? I therefore ſup- 


very che, that the wiſdom. and juſtice of our miniſters has comprehended 
{mall { n in the ſixteen thouſand who are to fatten upon Britiſh pay, and 
n the een Hanover will ſupport the ö e at the colt of this 
gaink WWexhauſiible nation. 


The ſervice which thoſe troops dove ins Pats to'the common 
uſe, has been urged with great pomp of exaggeration, of which 
hat effect it may have had upon others, I am not able to ſay ; for 
ppart, I am convinced, that the great happineſs of this kingdom is 
eſecurity of the eſtabliſhed ſucceſſion ; and am therefore always of 
nion, that no meaſures can ſerve the common cauſe, the cauſe of 
derty, or of religion, or of general happineſs, by which the royal 
iy loſes the affections of the people. And I can with great con- 
ence affirm, that no attempt for many years has raiſed a greater 
at of reſentment, or excited louder clamours of indignation, than 
hire of Hanoverian troops: nor is this diſcontent raiſed only 
| artful mifrepreſentations, formed to inflame the paſſions and per- 
x the underſtanding ; it is a ſettled and rational diſlike, which 
ey day contributes to confirm, which will make all the meaſures of 
| government ſuſpeRed, and Oy in eg if not obviated, break 
It in ſedition. & F 
A jealouſy of Hanover bon indeed for a 1 time bite in the 
nion: the frequent viſits of our Kings to their electoral dominions, 
wy to the original terms on which this crown was conferred 
59% have inclined the people of Britain to ſuſpect, that they 
b * * have 
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| have only the ſecond place e om” 
has this ſuſpicion been made. leſs by the large acceſſions. made to a, breign 
daominions by purchaſes, which the Electors never appeared able But it r 
| make before their exaltation to the throne of Britain, and by en o be fup 
meaſures which have been pes taken _ to Aenne Ha, ind | 
ver at the expence of Britain. 
- - Theſe meaſures, my Lords, I am very far hw imputing to or cualific 
Sovereign or his Father; the wiſdom, of both is ſo well known, tl ihe diſm 
they cannot be imagined to have incurred, either by contempt att the 
negligence, the diſaffection of their ſubjects. Thoſe, my Lords, r how th 
only to be blamed, who concealed from them the ſentiments af But wha 
nation, and for the fake of promoting their own intereſt, bet s, be | 
them; by the moſt deteſtable and pernicious flattery, into meaſuſi nder mz 
which could produce no other effect than that of making their reighiiſlegculty, I 
unquiet, and of exaſperating thoſe who had concurred with H has oft 
warmeſt zeal in ſupporting them on the throne. _ untry nak 
It is not without an uncommon degree of grief, that I hear it utꝭ ¶uade us? 
in defence of this contract, that it was approved by a very numero can ſuſp 
council; for what can produce more forrow in an honeſt and a I their kir 
4: breaſt; than to ſind that our Sovereign is ſurrounded by counſello in the b 
| 5 S who either do not know the deſires and opinions of the people, or eme a boc 
441 not regard them; who are either ſo negligent as not to examinffcurity' in 
how the affections of the nation may be beſt preſerved, or ſo nn. Wh 
as to purſue thoſe ſchemes by which they hope to gratify the Kin diſcover 
at whatever hazard, and who for the ſake of flattering him for a d ented b 
will riſque the ſafety of his government, and the repoſe of his life. ¶ Nie the p 
It has with regard to theſe troops been aſked by the noble Lone troops « 
who.ſpoke laſts what is the intent of this motion but to diſband them But, my 
What elſe indeed can be intended by it, and what intention can ich thoſe 
more worthy of this auguſt Aſſembly? By a ſteady purſuit of tie attained 
intention, my Lords, we ſhall regain the eſteem of the nation, wic certainly 
this daring invaſion of our privileges may be eaſily ſuppoſed to ha lf we cor 
impaired. We ſhall give our Sovereign an opportunity, by a graciougirolpect by 
condeſcenſion to our deſires, to recover. thoſe affections of which de. T 
pernicious advice of flatterers has deprived him; we ſhall obviate Wield the pa 
precedent which threatens deſtruction to our liberties, and ſhall f courage, 
the nation free from an univerſal alarm. Nor in our preſent ſtate n his fron 
it to be mentioned as a trifling conſideration, that we ſhall hinder vnde his 
_ of the nation from being raviſhed from our merchants, f lis expen 
farmer 


ve is to be 
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des and our manufacturers, 46 be ſauandered upom foreigners; 
of foreigners, from whom we can hope for no advantage. 
gut it may be aſked, my Lords, how the gfent bauſe of liberty 
obe ſupported, how the Houſe of Auſtria is to be preſerved from 
in, and how the ambition of France is to be repreſſed? How all 
ic is to be effected, my Lords, I am very far from conceiving my- 
If qualified to determine; but ſurely it will be very little hindered 
de diſmifſion of troops, whoſe allegiance obliges them not to fight 
pink the Emperor, and of whom, therefore, it does not eaſily ap- 
ur how they can be very uſeful allies to the Queen of Hungary. 


Fray; 
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Lords, 


nts of gut whatever ſervice is expected from them, it may furely, my 
betty js, be performed by the ſame number of Britiſh troops, and that 
meaſunſihnder may be ſent to ſupply. their place, without either delay or 
heir reighWeeculty, 1 will venture to ſay without any hazard; If it be objected 


with Ur bas often been, that by ſending out our troops; we ſhall leave our 
untry naked to invaſion, T hope I may be allowed to aſk; who will 
Wade us? The French are well known to de the only people whom 
can ſuſpect of any ſuch deſign, They have no fleet on this ſide 
ſ their kingdom, and their ſhips in the Mediterranean are blocked 
p in the harbour by the navies of Britain. We ſhall ſtill have at 
ome a body of! ſeven thouſand: men, which was thought a ſufficient 
kurity' in the late war, when the French had a fleet equal to our 
n. Why we ſhould now be in more danger from without, I can- 
t diſcover; and with regard to inteſtine eommotions, they will be 
or a d vented by compliance with tlie preſent motion. Kor nothing can 
is life, ite the people of Britain to . thoſe who enen 
ble Loe troops of Hanover... 11 03 51818 fl 

id them But, my Lords, I am not yet at Fre a that he an fas 
can ich thoſe troops ate faid to be hired, ought to be purſued, or can 
t of tige attained by us; und if the end be in itſelf improper or impoſſible, 
n, wiuc certainly follows, that the means ou ght to be laid aſide. 

to ha l we conſider the preſent ſtate of the continent, we ſhall find -no 
graciouliWſect by which we can be encouraged: to hazard our forces or our 
hich ue . The King of Sardinia has indeed declared for us, and op- 
bviate oled the paſſage of the Spaniards; but he appears either to be deficient 
ſhall 6 courage, or in prudence, or in force; for inſtead of giving battle 
; ſtate bis frontiers," he has ſuffered them, with very little reſiſtance, to 
nder ade his territories, to plunder and inſult his ſubjects, and to live 


nts, ou his cpence5 and it may be ſuſpected, that if he cannot drive them 
farmer Z 3 out 
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and more eaſily effected ? Did they ſuffer the Queen of Hungary! 


impollibilities, | 9 


out of his country, he will in time be content to danch their 
parture, by granting them a paſſage through it, and rather give 
the dominions of his ally to be unte, n eee them at 4 
expence of his own. 

If we turn our eyes towards the Dutch, we ſhall not be more e 
couraged to engage in the wars on the continent; for whatever þ 


their 


kontier tov 
u interru 


been aſſerted of their readineſs to proceed in conjunction with Many 9 
they appear hitherto ta behold, with the moſt ſupine tranquillity, HM ed wit] 
ſubverſion of the German ſyſtem, and to be ſatisfied with an u Nich will 
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continent * 
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diſturbed enjoyment of their riches and their trade. Nor is the 
any appearance, my Lords, that their concurrence is withheld 01 
by a ſingle town, as has been inſinuated; for the vote of any fingf 
town, except Amſterdam, may be over-ruled, and the reſolutionh 
paſſed the neceſſary form, when it is oppoſed by only one voice, 
If we take a view, my Lords, of their late conduct, without ſuf 
ing our deſires to miſlead. our underſtandings, we ſhall find nd rea 
for imagining, that theFFpropoſe any ſudden alteration of their ea V privatee 
duct, which has been hitherto conſiſtent and ſteady, and appears Mb erery da 
ariſe from eſtabliſhed principles, which nothing hes hae happened * 
zncline them to forſake, mhether it 

When they were ſolicited to becbme, like us, the pttarantee britain, ot 
Hanover, they made no ſeruple of returning, with whatever ut Ubuted at 


politeneſs, an abſolute refuſal 3 nor could they; be prevailed upon t n the coa 
grant, what we appear to think that we were honoured in being 1 ence wh 
mitted to beſtow. When they were called upon to fulfil their tipu|ſ* part 


he war W: 
great vehe! 


lation, and ſupport the Pragmatic Sanction, they evaded their on 
contract, till all aſſiſtance would have been too late, had not a luc 
diſcovery of the French perfidy ſeparated the King of Pruſſia fro 
them; and what reaſon, my Lords, can be given, why they ſhou 
now do what they refuſed, when it might have been much more ſafe 


honour we 
or what h 
courſe fror 
And how 
Ping in 
ſurely to h 
we may : 


be oppreſſed, only to ſhew their own power and; aMuence by te 
heving her? or can it be imagined, that pity has prevailed over pol 
or cowardice ? They, who in contempt of their own' treaties reſuſ 
to engage in a cauſe while it was yet doubtful, will certainly thi 
themſelves juſtified in abandoning it when it is loſt; and will urge 
that no treaty can oblige them to act like madmen, or to NA 
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their A | am therefore convinced, my Lords, wat they will not enter into 
her give offenfive treat y, and that they have only engaged to do what their 
hem at 4 intereſt required from them, without any new-ſtipulation, to pre- 


| hair own country from invaſion by ſending garriſons into the 
Enter towns, which they may do without any; offence to F 9 or 
y interruption of their on tranquillit̃. 8 
Many other treaties have been mentioned, my 3 an men- 
wned with great oſtentation, as the effects of conſummate policy, 
wich will, I ſuſpect, appear to be at leaſt only defenſive treaties, by 
hich the contracting powers Ry little more than to take care 
f themſelves. 

| In this ſtate of the world, my Lands, when all the powers of the 
ktinent appear benumbed by a lethargy, or ſhackled by a panic, 
what purpoſe ſhould we laviſh, in hiring and tranſporting troops, 
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oice, 
out ſuit wealth which conteſts of nearer importance immediately require? 
no read It is well known to our merchants, whoſe ſhips are every day ſeized 


their Cor 


ppears 
ppened 


by privateers,- that we are at war with Spais, and that our commerce 
gerery day impaired by the depredations of an enemy, whom only 
ur own negligence enables to reſiſt us; but I doubt, my Lords, 
micther it is known in Spain, that their monarch is at war with 
britain, otherwiſe than by the riches of our nation, which are dif- 
tibuted among their privateers, and the priſoners. who in the towns 
(the coaft are wandering in the ſtreets. For I know no inconve- 
tence which they can be ſuppoſed to feel from our hoſtilities, nor in 
what part of the world the war againſt them is carried on. Before 
he war was declared, it is well remembered hy whom, and with how 
great vehemence, it was every day repeated, that to end the war with 
honour we ought to take and hald, What, my Lords, da we Hall, 
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And how ſhall we regain our honour, or retrieve our wealth, by en- 
beging in another war more dangerous but leſs neceſſary? We ought 
fel to humble Spain, before we preſume to attack France; and 


have no other enemy to divert our attention, or divide our forces. 
That we ought indeed to make any attempt upon- France, I am 
far from being convinced, becauſe I do not now diſcover, that any of 
the motives ſubſiſt which engaged us in the laſt confederacy. The 
Houſe of Auſtria, though overborne and diſtreſſed, was then power- 
Z 4 ful 
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ir what have we lalen? What has the war produced in its whole 
tourſe from one year to another, but defeats, loſſes, and ignominy ? 


we may attack France with better proſpects of ſucceſs, * — we 
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ful in itſelf, and poſſeſſed of the imperial crown. It is now regu. 
almoſt. below the hopes of recovery, and we are therefore now f 
reſtore what we were then only to ſupport. But what, my Lord 
is in my opinion much more to be conſidered, the nation was the 
unanimous in one general reſolution. to repreis the inſalence 
France; no hardſhips were inſupportable that conduced to this g 
end, nor any taxes grievous that were applied to the ſupport of t 
war. The account of a victory was eſteemed as an equivalent 
exciſes and to public. debts; and the poſſeſſions of us and our poſt 
rity were chearfully mortgaged to purchaſe a triumph over the cor 
mon enemy. But, my Lords, the diſpoſition of the nation with 


gard to the preſent war is very different, They diſcover no dangel ceive t 
threatening, them, they are neither invaded in their poſſeſſions by lM not ex 
armies, nor intercupted in their commerce by the, fleets of France ie their 
and therefore they are not able to find out why they muſt be ſacrito i France. 
to an enemy, by whom they have, been long purſued with the mol Nor is 
implacable hatred, for the ſake of attacking a power from which thei; genera 
have hitherto, felt no injury, and which, they, believe cannot be pro val affift 
voked without danger, nor, oppoſed without ſuch a proſulion of ex troops w 
. pence as the public is at preſent, not able to bear. not Marc 
It is not to he, ſuppoſed, my Lords, that the bulk of he Bri abſolutely 
people are affected with the diſtreſſes, or inflamed, by the magnanimiii by attac] 
of the Queen of Hungary. This, illuſtrious, daughter of Auſtria nor is it 
whoſe name has been ſo often echoed in theſe walls, and of whom WW Hanover 
am far from denying, that ſhe deſeryes, aur. admiration, our com The 1 
paſſion, and all the aſſiſtance which can be given her, conſiſtenily viii enemy t. 
the regard due to the ſafety of our own country, is to. the greateſ is nothin 
part of the people an imaginary princeſs, whoſe ſufferings or who on the 
virtues make no other impreſſion upon them, than thoſe, which ai quarters 
recorded in fictitious narratives; nor can they eaſily be perſuaded toil reality 
give up for her relief the produce of their lands, or the profits ail enjoy th 
their commerce. | * na Ther 
Some indecd there are, my Lords, whoſe yiews are more exten-ilſ| the prog 
ſive, and whoſe ſentiments are more exalted; for it is not to be ſup-W poveriat 
poſed, that either knowledge or generoſity are confined to the Senat lt is by 


or. the Court: but theſe, my Lords, though they perhaps may mol them tc 
readily approve the end which the miniſtry pretends to purſue, ae his ſuf 
leſs ſatisfied with the means by which they endeavour to- attain it. be is v 


By theſe men it is eaſily GHEOVErENN, that. the hopes which ſome {y ſupport 
confidently 


s..! 1D Y 845 
be the fopport of-the — Sanction, eker bun deden; 3 
they ſee that their conſent to place garriſons in the frontier” towns, 
wever it may furniſh a ſubjett of exultation to thoſewhoſle intereſt 
is to repreſent them as ready to concur with us, is only a new 

of of what was never doubted; their unvariable attention to their 
nn intereſt, ſince they muſt for their own ſecurity preſerve their 
aun barrier from being ſeized by France. By this act they incur no 
y expence, they provoke no enemies, nor give any aſſiſtance to 
the Queen of Hungary, by which they can raiſe either reſentment in 
ne part, or gratitude in the other; and therefore it is not hard to 
xerceive that, whatever is pretended, the Dutch hitherto obſerve the 
noſt exact laws of neutrality ; and it is too evident, that if they re- 
ſule their ane; we have wy els to ee from a war with : 
Fance. 

Nor is this the * NO againſt the pact » for it 
'i renerally, and not without ſufficient reaſon ſuſpected, that the 
ail aſſiſtance of the Queen of Hungary is not intended, ſince the 
troops which have been hired under that pretence, are ſuch as can- 
not march againſt the Emperor. It is known, that the Heſſians have 
abſolutely refuſed to infringe the conſtitution of the German body, 
by attacking him who is by a legal grant acknowledged its head; 
nor is it eaſy to conceive, why there ſhould be a different law for 
Hanover, than for the other electorates. 

The long ſtay of the troops in Flanders, a' place where there is no 
enemy to encounter, nor ally to affiſt, is a ſufficient proof that there 
is nothing more deſigned than that the troops of Hanover ſhall loĩter 
on the verge of war, and receive their pay for feaſting in their 
quarters, and ſhewing their arms at a review; and that they in 
reality deſign nothing but to, return kome with full PROGENY and 
enjoy the ſpoils of Britain. 

There may indeed be another reaſon, my Lords, which W 
tie progreſs of the united forces, and by which the Britons and Ha- 
noverians may be both affected, though not both in the ſame degree. 
It is by no means unlikely, that the King of Pruſſia has forbidden 
them to advance, and declared, that the King who was choſen by 
lis ſuffrage ſhall be ſupported by his arms; if this be his reſolution, 
tain it. he is well known to want neither ſpirit nor ſtrength to avow and 


ome ſo ſupport it; and there are reaſons ſufficient to convince us, that he 
ident | has 


le Britif 
nanimit 
Auftri 
'whom| 
ur com 
uly with 
greatelk 
Jr whole 
ich arg 
1aced t 
rofits df 


exten - 
be ſup- 
Senate 
mate 
ue, are 


4 
9 5 
Ky 
7, 4 
(8 
24 

o N 
bs. 

7 
MES 
IF. 

n 

7 | C 

4 * 
. 

1 

[ R IS 

4 * 

4 * 
U 

3 3 
1 * 
6 
ry 

BALE 

1*. 0 
þ 5 

ih 

7 2 6 
E . 
r 

1 3 0 

0 1 
1 1 

8 

1 
Y 1 
1" 4 
We || 


"XI 2 * i — . PD T 

2 WOE SITS FT A =. 
DRE ͤ FER: BE 

TEEN Te, 5 = 1 aro WT EE Ix — 
— MR; "I ED . > x. >£ 

<= A pu, ADTE toe 

PS , 
* 3 . — 7 * 


n 2 Ab. SEA Y * 


P 
8 WIS 
>= co= 
= — 


346 DR MT BY ON | "cio 


has declared it, and that owr troops are now patiently | 
event of a negociation by which we are endeavouring to . 
him to alter his deſign, if indeed it be deſired that he ſhould a1 
it; for it is not certain, that the Elector of Hancver can deſite ty, 
reſtoration of the Houſe of Auftria to an hereditary enjoyment d 
the imperial dignity; nor can it eaſily be ſhewn why the politics d 
one Hauſe, ſhould differ from thoſe of all * other Princes of the 
German empire. 11 

The other Princes, my Lak pins Mrs wiſhed for a King with 
: a they might treat upon the level; a King who might owe ti 
dignity only to their votes, and who therefore would be willing to 
favour them in gratitude for the benefit. They know, that the 
Prinees of the Houſe, of Auſtria conſidered. their advancement ty 
the empire as the conſequence. of their numerous forces and large 
dominions, and made uſe of their exaltation only to tyrannize under 
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the. appearance of legal right, and to eppteſs thoſe as Sovereign, To wn 
whom they would otherwiſe have haraſſed as conquerors. purport :- 
Before we can therefore hope for the.goncurrcence of the Princes f public 
of the empire, we muſt inform them of our deſign, if any deſign has they are \ 
been yet laid out. Is it your; intention to reſtore the Houſe af wicate to 


Auſtria to the full enjoyment of its former greatneſs? This will cer. te furv 
tainly be openly oppoſed by all thoſe powers who: are ſtrong enough Wl dies and 
to make head againſt it, and ſeeretly obſtructed by thoſe, whoſe weak: WW more for 
neſs makes them afraid of public declarations; -, Do you intend to WW derftandi 
ſupport the Pragmatic Sanction ? This-can-9nly-be: done by defeating WM jailed up 
the whole power of France; and for this you muſt neceſſarily pro- appearan 
vide troops who ſhall dare to act againſt the preſent King. -5o that WM your Lo! 
it appears, my Lords, that we are attempting, nothing, or attempting One « 
impoſſibilities; that either we have no end in view, or that we have Wl publicly 
made uſe of an abſurd choice of means by: which it cannot be to the F 
attained, Lordſhix 
Whatever be our defign with regard to 8 the war 4920 teed no! 
Spain is evidently neglected; and indeed one part of our conduit WF but whic 
proves at once, that we intend. neither to aſſiſt the Auftrians, no Bll pranted, 
to puniſh the Spaniards; ſince we have in a great meaſure diſabled I cautiouſ 
purſelves from either by the neutrality which Captain Martin is {aid Bi Court 
to have granted, and by which we have allowed an aſylum both to meſſage, 
the troops of Spain, which ſhall fly before the Auſtrians, and the Wi ly. 8 
privateery which hall be chaſed by our ſuips in the — lderty | 
am 


| 4.094%3-] "CHE N o. We 247 
Jan therefore convinced, my Lords, that our deſigns are not ſuch 
ps they are repreſented, or that they will not be accompliſhed-by the 
meaſures taken. I am convinced in a particular manner, that the 
defire wh {Hors of Hanover can be of no- uſe, and that they will raiſe the reſent- 
oyment a gent of the nation already overwhelmed with unneceſſary burthens. 
] know likewiſe,” that they have been taken into pay without the 
des of tell conſent of the Senate, and am convinced, that if no other objection 
= could be raiſed, we ought not to ratify a treaty which the Crown 
Ang wich z made, without laying it before us in the uſual manner. I need 

t owe his not therefore inform your Lordſhips, that IT think the motion now 
under your conſideration neceſſary and juſt; and that I hope, upon an 
that the ttentive examination of the reaſons which have been offered, your 
Lordſhips will concur in it with that unanimity which evidence ought 


nd laige to enforce, and that zeal which nn to be excited by cope 
Ze under f unger. 
Vereigns, To which the Duke of AI ops ads ** wer to ck eie 


5 purport ;— My Lords, I know not by what i imaginary appearances 
Prince of public danger the noble Lord is ſo much alarmed, nor what fears 
11gn ha they are which he endeavours with ſo much arf and zeal to commu» 
ouſc of Fi ricate to this Aſſembly. For my part, I can upon the moſt atten» 
vill cer. tive ſurvey of our affairs, diſcover nothing to be feared but calum- 
enoug) ies and miſrepreſentations; and theſe I ſhall henceforward think 
weak. more formidable, ſince they have been able to impoſe upon an un- 
tend to derſtanding ſo penetrating as that of his Lordſhip's, and have pre- 
eating Wi jailed upon him to believe what is not only falſe, but without the 
'y pro: appearance of truth, and to believe it fo firmly, as to aſſert it to 
M1 that your Lordſhips. K e 
mpting Wi One of the facts which he hag thus ene e Ny" thus 
e have publicly mentioned, is the neutrality ſuppoſed ta have been granted 
not be Wi to the King of Sicily, from which he has amuſed himſelf and your 
Lordſhips with deducing very deſtructive conſequences, that perhaps 
heed not to be allowed him even upon ſuppoſition of the neutrality ; 
but which-need not now be diſputed, becauſe no neutrality has been 
granted. Captain Martin, when he treated with the King, very 
cautiouſly declined any declarations of the intentions of. the Britiſh 
Court on that particular, and confined himſelf to the ſubject of his 
meſſage, without giving any reaſon for hope, or deſpair of a neutra- 
ty, So that if it ſhall be thought neceſſary, we are this hour at 
iderty to declare war againſt the King of Sicily, and may purſue 
| ; : the 
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the Spaniards with the ſame freedom on his coaſts as on thoſo of a 
other power, and prohibit any aſſiſtance ' * arge, r by hin 
to their armies in Italy, | 

His Lordſhip's notion of the nike of th King of Prug: 
in the King's favour, is another phantom raiſed by calumny to ter 
rity credulity; a phantom which will, I hope, be entirely diffipated! 
when I have informed the Houſe, that the whole ſuſpicion is withou 
| foundation, and that the King of Pruflia has made no declaration d 
any deſign to ſupport the King, or of oppoling us in the performance 
of our treaties. This Prince, my Lords, however powerful, actiye 


of ambitious, appears to be ſatisfied with his n and n 


to reſt in an inoftenſive neutrality, 


Such, my Lords, and fo remote from truth are the betend 


which the enemies of the Government have with great zeal and in- 
duſtry ſcattered over the nation, and by which they have endeavoured 
to obviate thoſe ſchemes which they would ſeem to ' favour ; for by 
finking the nation to a deſpair of attaining thoſe 'ends which they 
declare at the ſame time neceſſary not only to our happineſs, but to 
our prefervation, what do they lefs than tell us, that we muſt be 
content to look unactive on the calamities that approach us, and pre- 
pare to be cruſhed by that ruin which we cannot prevent ? | 

From this cold dejection, my Lords, ariſes that deſpair which ſo 
many Lords have expreſſed of prevailing upon the Dutch to unite 
with us. The determinations of that people are indeed always flow, 
and the reaſon” of their ſlowneſs has been already given; but I am 
informed, that the general ſpirit which now reigns among them, is 
likely ſoon to over-rule the particular intereſts of ſingle provinces, 
and can produce letters by which it will appear, that had only one 
town oppofed thoſe meaſures to which their concurrence is now 
ſolicited, it had been long ſince over- ruled; for there want not 
among them men equally enamoured of the magnanimity and firm- 
neſs of the Queen of Hungary, equally zealous for the general good 
of mankind, equally zealous for the liberties of Europe, and equally 
convinced of the perfidy, the ambition, and the ances of F _ 
with any Lord in this Aſſembly, ' 

Theſe men, my Lords, have long ended: to reuſe thei 


country from the ſloth-of-avarice, and the ſlumber of tranquillity, to 


2 generous and extenſive regard for the univerſal happineſs of man- 


kind ; and are now a > in the general Aſſembly to commune 
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Such, my Lords, are the-objeQions which have been hitherto ralf. 
againſt the troops of Hanover, of which many ariſe from ignorance 
and many from prejudice z and ſome may be ſuppoſed” to be madd 
only for the ſake of giving way to invectives, and indulging a pet 


nt inclination of ſpeaking contemptuouſly of Hanover. 


With this view, my Lords, it has been aſked, why the e 
nians are preferred to all other nations? Why they have been ſeledeg 
from all other troops, to fight againſt France the cauſe. of Europe) 
They were choſen, my Lords, becauſe they were moſt eaſily to be 
procured, Of the other nations from - whom forces have uſual! 
been hired, ſome were engaged in the care of protecting, or the 


defign of extending their own dominions, and others had no troops 


levied, nor could therefore furniſh them with 1 enough for the 
exigence that demanded them. 

It has been aſked with an air of RP as a queſtion to which 
no anſwer could be given, why an equal number of Britons was not 
ſent, ſince their valour might be eſteemed at leaft equal to that of 
Hanoverians? I am far, my Lords, from intending to diminiſh the 
reputation of the Britiſh courage, or detract from that praiſe which 
has been gained by ſuch gallant enterpriſes, and preſerved by a long 
ſucceſſion of dangers, and of victories; nor do I expect that any 


nation will ever form a juſt claim to ſuperiority. The reaton, 


therefore, my Lords, for which the troops of Hanover were hired, 
was not that the bravery of our countrymen was doubted, but that 
the tranſportation of ſuch numbers might leave us naked to the in- 
ſults of an enemy. For though the noble Lord has declared, that 
after having ſent ſixteen thouſand into Flanders, we ſhould till have 
reſerved for our defence a body of ſeven thouſand equal to that which 
the protection of this kingdom was intruſted in the late war, his 


opinion will upon examination be found to have ariſen only from the 
enumeration of the names of our regiments, many of which ate 


far from being complete, and ſome almoſt merely nominal; ſo that 
perhaps if a body of ſixteen thouſand more had been ſent, there 


would not have remained a ſingle regiment to have repelled the 


crew of any daring privateer that ſhould have landed to burn our 
villages, and ravage the defenceleſs country. nf 


It was deſired, my Lords, by the Queen of Hungary, that a Britiſh 
army might appear on the continent in her favour, for ſhe knew 
tbe reputation and terror of our arms; and as her demand was equi- 
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dhe in fel, and hongurahle to che nation it was complied with 

ud as many of our native troops were ſeut, as it was thought con- 

enient to ſpare, the reſt were neceſſarily to be hired ʒ and it is the 
bulmels .of thoſe Lords who defend che motion, to ew from 
whence they could be called more propenly than from Hanover. 

It has been utged with great warmth, that the contract made for 

theſe troops has not been laid before the Senate, a charge which che 
dle Lord Who ſpoke laſt but one, has ſhewn to be ill grounded; 
ecauſe the former determinations of the Senate enabled the Crown 
v garriſon the frontier touns without: any new deliberations, but 
which may be perhaps more ſatisfactorily confuted by ſhewing, that 
iis an accuſation of neglecting that which was in reality not poſ- 
{ble to be performed, or which at leaſt could not be performed 
vithout ſubjecting the Government to e yet more dan- 
gerous than thoſe which it now ſuffers, | 

The accounts, my Lords, by which the didn were eaten 
to fend the army into Flanders, arrived only fifteen days before the 
receſs of the Senate; nor was the reſolution formed, as it may ealily 
he imagined, till ſeveral - days after; ſo that there was very little 
time for ſenatorial deliberations, nor was it perhaps convenient to 
publiſh at that time the whole fcheme of our deſignss. 

But let us ſuppoſe, :my Lords, that the Senate had a few pou 
before they roſe been conſulted, and that a vote of credit had been 
required to enable the Crown to hire forces during the interval of the 
ſelions, what would thoſe by whom this mation is ſupported have 
urged againſt it? Wauld they not with great; appearance of reaſon 
have alledged the impropriety of ſuch an application to the thin re- 
mains of a Senate, from which almeſt all thoſe had retired, whom 
their employments did not retain in the neighbourhood of the Court? 
Would it nat have been echoed from one corner of theſe kingdoms 
to another, that the miniſtry had betrayed their country by a con- 
tract which they durſt not lay before a full Senate, and of which 
they would truſt the examination only to thoſe whom they had hired 
to approve it? Would not this have been generally aſſerted, and 


generally believed? Would not thoſe who diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
the opponents of the Court, have urged, that 


that the King ought to 
exert-his prerogative, and truſt the equity of the Senate for the ap- 


Probation of his meaſures, and the payment of the troops which he 
tad retained for the ſupport of the common cauſe, the cauſe for 


which 
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which gibt ond had been expreſled, and for which it could not 
with juſtice be ſuſpected, that any reaſonable demands would b. 
denied? Would not the ſolicitation of a grant of power without 
limits, to be exerted wholly at the diſcretion of the miniſtry, be cen 
ſured as a precedent of the utmoſt danger, which it was the buſineg 
of every man to oppoſe, who had not loſt all regard to the conftity.. 
tion of his country ? France. 

Theſe inſinuations, my Lands were foreſeen and allowed by the 
miniſtry to be ſpecious, and therefore they determined to avoid them 
by purſuing their ſchemes at their own hazard, without any other 
ſecurity than the conſciouſneſs of the rectitude of their own deſigns ; 
and to truſt to the equity of the Senate when they ſhould be laid! 
before them, at a time when part of their effects might be diſco. 
vered, and when therefore no falſe repreſentations could be uſed to 


Pauires th: 
lt has be 
the Elec 


i inconſ11 


miſlead their judgment. They knew the zeal of the Commons for n. But 
the great cauſe of univerſal liberty; they knew that their meaſures Mord for h 
had no other tendency than the promotion of that cauſe, and there. {iſ ipo!ſe!s 
fore they confidently formed thoſe expectations which have not de. WP" vo det 
ceived them, that, the pay of the troops would be readily granted, agmatic 
and ordered them therefore to march; though if the Commons had Ibis ob 
diſapproved their plan, they muſt have returned into their own coun. WF" I hav 
try, or have been ſupported at the expence of the electorate. | ut no ſc 
The objections raiſed againſt theſe troops, have apparently had no to ſhe 
influence in the other Houſe, becauſe ſupplies have been granted I "<0" 
for their pay; and I believe they will, upon examination, | be but But this, 
dy your Lordſhips not to deſerve much regard. a e Queen 
It is aſſerted, that they cannot act againſt the Emperor eſtabliſhed Iohly pro 
mon c. 


and acknowledged by the diet, without ſubjecting their country to 
an interdict; and it was therefore ſuſpected, that they would in I federac, 
reality be of no uſe. This ſuſpicion, my Lords, I ſuppoſe, it is ſly, tha 
now not neceflary to cenſure, ſince you have heard from his Majeſty, lance wit 


that they are preparing to march ; and as the conſequences of their duſted 2 

conduct can only affect the electorate, its propriety or legality with Fnted by 

regard to the conſtitution of the empire, falls not Ny under N 
dd this co 


our confideration. | 
How his Majeſty's meaſures may be defended, even in chis view, day, ale 


I ſuppoſe I need not inform any of this Aſſembly, It is well known, ton, tha 
that the Emperor was choſen not by the free conſent of the diet, in WM” the pe 
which every elector voted according to his own ſenſe, but by a diet N ly D 
| 0L, II. 
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A which one vote of the empire way" (dpehdet withdut any tegard | 
\lay or juſtice, and in which the reſt were e extorted by a French 
my; which threatened immediate ruin to him who! ſhould refuſe his 
ment. The Emperor thus choſen; was likewiſe afterwards" recog- 
ed by the ſame powers, upon the ſame motives, and the aid was 
nated as the votes were given by the influence of che armies of 
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For this reaſon; my Lords, the Queen of Hungary Kill endet to 
gie the Elector of Bavaria the ſtile and honours which . 

e imperial dignity; ſhe conſiders the Throne as till vacant, an 
uircs that it ſhould be filled by an uninfluenced election. 

t has been obſerved, my Lords, that his Majeſty gave his vote 
ne Elector of Bavaria; and it has been therefore repreſented as 
þ.incofſtency in his conduct, that he ſhould make war againſt - 
in, But, my Lords, it will by no means follow, that becauſe he 
xed for him, he thinks him lawfully elected, nor that it is unjüſt 
plipoſſeſs him; though it is to be obſerved, that we are not making 
t to Sthrope, the F however elected, but to ſupport the | 
Prgmatic Sanction. 
This obſervation, though We PR from | the prifent de- 
, I have thought it not improper to lay before your, Lordſhips, 
ut no ſcruples might remain in the moſt delicate and ſcrupulous, 
ad to ſhew that the e of bis Mpjeby& eannot be juſtly charged 
ith inconſiſten ey. 

But this, my Locks, is not ide ag Ar cha rel benefit which - 
e Queen of Hungary has received from theſe troops; for it is 
iy probable, that the ſtates will be induced to concur in the 
mon cauſe, when they find that they are not incited to a mock - . 
nfederacy, when they perceive that we really intend to act vigo- 
ſy, that we decline neither expence nor danger, and that a con- 
lance with our demands will not expoſe them to ſtand alone and 
diſted againſt the power of F 5 elated _ ſucceſs, and gxaſ- 
nated by oppoſition. 

If this, my Lords, ſhould be the 3 * our 8 


this conſequence is perhaps not far diſtant, it will no longer be, 


Yau II. 


A 2 


- 


fe, aſſerted, that theſe mercenaries are an uſeleſs burthen to the 
lon, that they are of no advantage to the common cauſe, or 
i the people have been betrayed by the miniſtry into expences, 
ety that Hanover might be enriched, When the grand confede+ + 
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| racy is once revived, and revived by any univerſal conviction of UM preſent 7 
deſtructive meaſures, the inſatiable ambition, and the outrage, WY $qaniard: 
cruelty of the French, . what may not the friends of liberty preſun ii the cala 
to expect? May they not hope, my Lords, that thoſe haughty troq i y enri 
which have been ſo long employed in conqueſts and invaſions, yithout | 
have laid waſte the neighbouring countries with ſlaughters and dt That 1 
vaſtations, will be ſoon compelled to retire to their own frontie i c:{ful, n 
and be content to guard the verge of their native provinces? Mi othe 
we not hope, that they will ſoon be driven from their poſts; they may 
they wilt be forced to retreat to a more defenſible ſtation, and * WT out agai! 
the armies of their enemies into their dominions ; and that they y fr from 
be purſued from fortreſs to fortreſs, and from one intrenchment | nantage, 
another, till they ſhall be reduced to petition for peace, and purchz . nities t! 
it by the alienation of part of their territories. their don 

Er hope, my Lords, it may be yet ſafely aſſerted that the Frenei vith gre 
however powerful, are not invincible; that their armies may poſed | 
deſtroyed, and their treaſures exhauſted ; that they may therefore WM they are 
reduced to narrow limits, and diſabled from * any longer i tered fre 
diſturbers of the peace of the univerſe. continen 
It is well known, my Lords, that their wealth is not the produ If we 
ot their own country; that gold is not dug out of their mountain ments, v 
or rolled down their rivers; but that it is gained by an exten bour of 
and ſucceſsful. commerce, carried on in many parts of the world, i blocked 
the diminutioh of our own. It is known likewiſe, that trade can by conce 
be continued. in war, without the protection of naval armament and our 
and that our fleet is at preſent ſuperior in ſtrength to thoſe of i bers by \ 
greateſt part of the univerſe united. It is therefore reaſonably But t 
be hoped, that though by aſſiſting the Houſe of Auſtria we ſhouify perbaps 
provoke the F rench to declare war againſt us, their hoſtilities woc naval ſu 
produce none. of thoſe calamities which ſeem to be dreaded by g to all thi 
of this Aſſembly; and that ſhould a eonfederacy be formed as mig tion of 
be able to retort all the machinations of France upon herſelf, MF fupply, 
would tear her provinces from her, and annex them to ot want of 
Sovereignties. the hon 
It has been urged, Sis no ſuch ſucceſs can be expected from ü Bur 1 

| conduct which we have lately purſued; that we, who are thus daily allictior 
the reſentment of the moſt formidable power in the univerſc, tl who is 
long ſuffered ourſelves to be inſulted. by an enemy of far inſeri afford t 
force; that we have been defeated in all our enterpriſes, and hate . alilianc 


pref 
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tion of H preſent appeared to deſiſt from any deſign of hoſtilities ; that the 

outrageo Spaniards ſcarcely perceive, that they have an enemy, or feel any of 

Y preſu the calamities or inconveniencies of war; and that they are every 

zhty troq ay enriched with the _ of Britain without en and 

ſions, t githout labour. 

'S and de That the war againſt Spain * not hitherto * W l fuc- 
frontie ceßſul, muſt be confeſſed ; and though the Spaniards cannot boaſt of 


ces? M 


ofts ; th 


any other advantages than the defence of rheir own dominions, yet 
tey may perhaps be ſomewhat elated, as they have been able to hold 


and adm out againſt an enemy ſuperior to themſelves, But, my Lords, I am 
t they with fic from believing, that they conſider the war againſt us as an ad- 
chment I untage, or that they do not lament it as one of the heavieſt cala- 
d purchal nities that could fall upon them. If it be aſked, in what part of 


their dominions they feel any effects of our hoſtility, I ſhall anſwer . 
yith great confidence, that they feel them in every part which is 
expoled to the evils of a naval war; that they are in pain wherever 
they are ſenſible z that they are wounded wherever they are not ſhel- 
red from our blows, by the interpoſition of the nations of the 
continent, 
1e produ if we examine, my Lords, hy infuencs of our European 'arma- 
nountainiſ ments, we ſhall find that their ſhips of war are ſhut up in the har- 
exten" bour of France, and that the fleets of both nations are happily 
world, Ol blocked up together, ſo that they can neither extricate each other 
de can by concerted motions, in which our attention might be diſtracted, 
mamenty and our force divided, nor by their united force break ee the 
oe of i bers by which they are ſhut up from the uſe of the ocean. 
onably But this, my Lords, however important with reſpe& to us, is 
ve (hou perbaps the ſmalleſt inconvenience which the Spaniards feel from our 
ties wou naval ſuperiority, They have an army, my Lords, in Italy, expoſed 
d by pa to all the miſeries of famine, while our fleet prohibits the tranſporta- 
as mig tion of thoſe proviſions which have been ſtored in veſſels for their 
xerſell, Wi fupply, and which muſt be probably ſoon made defenceleſs by the 
to ot want of ammunition, and fall into the hands of their enemies without 
the honour of a battle. | 

But what to the pride of a Spaniard muſt be yet a more ſevere 
eliction, they have on the ſame continent a natural confederate, 
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cited to begin, with the ſubjection of this iſland, her mighty ſcheme 
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ambition forms for the exaltation of her family, finds her own fon 
after having received a kingdom from her kindnefs, reſtrained fron 
ſupporting her, and reduced to preſerve thoſe territories which {| 


has beſtowed upon him, by abandoning her from whom he te 


Theſe, my Lords, are the inconveniencies which the Spaniard 
feel from our fleets in the Mediterranean; and even theſe, howeye 
embarraſſing, however deprefling, are lighter than thoſe which our 
American navy produces. It is apparent, that money is equivalent 


to ſtrength, a propoſition of which, if it could be doubted, the Sparif 


Monarchy would afford ſufficient proof, as it has been for a long 


time ſupported only by the power of riches. It is therefore impoſ 


ſible to weaken Spain more fpeedily or more certainly, than by in 
tercepting or obſtructing the annual fupplies of gold and ſilver which 
ſhe receives from her American provinces, by which ſhe was once 
enabled to threaten ſlavery to all the neighbouring nations, and in- 


of univerſal monarchy, and by which fhe has ſtill continued to exalt 
herſelf to an equality with the moſt powerful nations, to erect new 
kingdoms, and ſet at defiance the Auſtrian power. 

Theſe ſupplies, my Lords, are now, if not wholly, yet in a great 


' meaſure withheld ; and by all the efforts which the Spaniards now 


make, they are enhuntting their vitals, and waſting the natural 
ſtrength of their native country. While they made war with ad- 
ventitious treaſures, and only fquandered one year what another 
would repay them, it was not eafy to forefee how long their price 
would-incline them to hold out againſt ſuperior ſtrength. While 
they were only engaged in a naval war, they might have perfiſted 
for a long time in a kind of paſſive obſtinacy; and while they were 


engaged in no foreign enterprizes, might have ſupported that trade 


with each other which is neceſſary for the ſupport of life, upon the 
credit of thoſe treaſures which are annually heaped up in their ſtore- 
houſes, though they are not received ;- and by which, upon the ter- 
mination of the war, all their debts 3 at once be paid, and al 
their funds be re- eſtabliſned. ä 

But at preſent, my Lords, their condition is -far different; the 
have been tempted by the proſpect of enlarging their dominions to 


raiſe armies for diſtant expeditions, ' which. muſt be [ſupported in à 
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reafure, and have formed theſe projects at a time when the-means- 
purſuing them are cut off. They have by one war inereaſed 
heir expences, when their receipts are obſtructed by another. 

[a this ſtate, my Lords, I am certain the Spaniards are very far 
zom thinking the hoſtility of Britain merely nominal, and from en- 
quiring in what part of the world their enemies are to be found. 
The troops in Italy ſee them failing in triumph over the Mediterra- 
ran, intercepting their proviſions, and prohibiting thoſe ſuccours 
mich they expected from their confederate of Sicily. In Spain 
heir taxes and their poverty, poverty which every day increaſes, 
nform them, that the ſeas of America are poſſeſſed by the fleets of 
pritain, by whom their mines are made uſeleſs, and their wealthy 
bninions reduced to an empty ſound. | 

They may, indeed, comfort themſelves in their diſtreſſes with the 
mantages which their troops have gained over the King of Sardi- 
ia, and with the entrance which they have forced into his domi- 
ons; but this can afford them no long ſatisfaction, ſince they will 
nobably. never be able to break through the paſſes at which they 
have arrived, or to force their way into Italy; and muſt periſh at 
the feet of inacceſſible rocks, where they are now ſupported at ſuch 
i expence, that they are more burthenſome to their own maſter, 
tan to the King of Sardinia, 1 

Of this Prince I know not why it has been aſſerted, that he will 
probably violate his engagements to Britain and Auſtria; that he 
wil purchaſe peace by perſidy, and grant a paſſage to the army of 
main, His conduct has certainly given hitherto no reaſon for ſuch 
a imputation; he has oppoſed them with fortitude and vigour, and 
adreſs; nor has he failed in any of the duties required of a general 
aan ally; he has expoſed his perſon to the moſt urgent dangers, 
ad his dominions to the ravages of war; he has rejected all the ſo- 
leitations of France, and ſet her menaces at defiance ; and ſurely, 
by Lords, if no private man ought to be cenſured without juft rea- 
on, even in familiar diſcourſe, we ought ſtill to be more cautious 
> injuring the reputation of Princes by public reproaches in the 
ſlemn debates of national Aſſemblies. 

The ſame licentiouſneſs of ſpeech has not, indeed, been extended 
to all the Princes mentioned in this debate. The Emperor has been 
treated with remarkable decency as the lawful Sovereign of Ger- 
many, as one who cannot be oppoſed without rebellion, and agamnſt 
8 1 whom 
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whom we therefore cannot expect that the troops of Hanover ſhow 
preſume to act, fince they muſt pos their user to the ſeveriti 
of the imperial interdict. 

The noble Lords who have thus 2 aſſer ted the rights of the 
Rube) who have repreſented in ſuch ſtrong language the erime of 
violating the German conſtitutions, and have commended the neu- 
trality of the King of Pruſſia, as proper to be imitated by all the tg, 
of the Princes of the empire, have forgotten, or hoped that otherg 
would forget, the injuſtice and violence by which he exalted himſelf 
to the Throne, from which they appear to think i it a facrilegious at- 


tempt to endeavour to thruſt him down. They forget, chat one off 


the votes was illegally ſuſpended, and that the reſt were extorted by 


the terror of an army. They forgot, that he invited the French i into 


the empire, and that he is guilty of all the ravages which have been 
committed and all the blood that has been ſhed, fince the death of the 


Emperor, in the defence of the Pragmatic Sanction which he invaded, 


though ratified by the ſolemn conſent · of the imperial diet. 


In deferice of the Pragmatic Sanction, my Lords, which all the 


Princes of the Empire, except his Majeſty, ſaw violated without con- 

cern, are we now required to exert our force; we are required only 
to perform what we promiſed by the moſt ſolemn treaties, which, 
though they have been broken by the cowardice or ambition of other 
powers, it will be our greateſt honour to obſerve with exemplary 
fidelity. 

With chis view, as your Lordſhips have already been informed, 
the Hanoverian troops will march into the empire; nor has their 
march been hitherto delayed, either becauſe there was yet no regular 
ſcheme projected, or becauſe they were obliged to wait for the per- 
miſſion of the King of Pruſſia, or becauſe they intended only to amuſe 
Europe with an empty ſhow ; they were detained, my Lords, in 


Flanders, becauſe it was believed, that they were more uſeful there 


than they would be in any other place, becauſe they at once en- 
couraged the ſtates, alarmed the F rench, defended the Low Countries, 


and kept the communication open between the Queen's dominions 


and thoſe of her allies. Nor were theſe advantages, my Lords 
chimerical, and ſuch as are only ſuggeſted by a warm imagination; 
for it is evident that by keeping their ftation in thoſe countries, they 
have changed the ſtate of the war, that they have protected the Queen 
of Hungary from | being oppreſſed by x ew any of French, and 
gs 
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en her an opportunity 5 eſtabliſhing herſelf in the pollkffion of 
Wwaria ; that the French forces, inſtead of being ſent either to the 
Alance of the King of Spain againſt the King of Sardinia, or of 
te Emperor, for the recovery of thoſe dominions which he has loſt 
þy an implicit confidence in their alliance, haye been neceſſarily 
aun down to the oppoſite extremity of their dominions, where they 
re of no uſe either to their own country, or to their confederates. 
The united troops of Britain and Hanover, therefore, carried on the 
qu, by living at eaſe in their quarters in Flanders more efficaciouſly, 
ban if they had marched immediately into Bavaria or Bohemia. 
Thus,. my Lords, I have endeavoured to ſhow the juſtice of our 
guns and the uſefulneſs of the meaſures by which we have endea- 
jured to execute them; and doubt not, but your Lordſhips will, 


1nd theſe which your own reflections will ſuggeſt, allow that it was 
wt only juſt but neceſſary to take into our pay the troops of Hanover, 
fr the ſupport of the Pragmatick SanRion and the preſeryation of 
the Houſe of Auſtria ; and that ſince the ſame reaſons which induced 


be government to hire them, ſtill make it neceſſary to retain them, 


you will prefer the general happineſs of Europe, the obſervation of 
public faith, and the ſecurity of aur own liberties and thoſe of ou 
roſterity, to a ſmall alleviation of our preſent expences, and unani- 
nouſly reje a motion, which has no other tendency than to reſign 
the world into the hands of the French, and purchaſe a ſhort and 
pendent tranquillity by the loſs of all thoſe bleſſings which make 
life deſirable, | 

Lord LonsDALE ſpoke next to the following effect: My Lords, 
Notwithſtanding the confidence with which the late meaſures of the 
porernment have been defended by their authors, J am not yet ſet 
free from the ſcruples which my own obſervations had raiſed, and 
wich have been ſtrengthened by the aſſertions of thoſe noble Lords, 
cho have ſpoken in vindication of the motion. 

Many of the objections which have been raiſed and enforced with 
al the power of argument, have yet remained unanſwered, or thoſe 
anſwers which have been offered are ſuch as leave the argument in its 
full frrength, Many of the aſſertions which have been produced ſeem 
the effects of hope rather than conviction, and we are rather told 
What we are to hope from future meaſures, than what advantages we 
aye received from the paſt. 


A 2 4 I am. 


won conſidering the arguments which have been urged on either ſide, 
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Len. 


I am, indeed, one of thoſe whom it will be difficult to convinces 
the propriety of engaging in a new war, when we are unſucceſsful i 

that which we have already undertaken, and of provoking a mol 
powerful enemy, when all our attempts are baffled by a weaker ; an 


new diſgraces from the arms of F rance, after having long ſeen ha 
little we are able to puniſh the inſolence of Spain. I cannot but fes 
that by an ill-timed and uſeleſs oppoſition to ſchemes, which, hoy 
ever deſtructive or unjuſt, we cannot obviate, we ſhall ſubje& our 
ſelves to numberleſs calamities, that the ocean will be covered with 
new fleets of privateers, that our commerce will be interrupted j in 
every part of the world, and that we ſhall only. provoke France tg 
ſeize what ſhe would at leaſt have ſpared ſome time longer. 

But, my Lords, if it be granted, that the Pragmatick Sanction i 
obligatory to us, though it is violated by every other power, that 
ſhould labour to reduce the powers of Europe to an equipoiſe, when- 
ever acciderit or folly produces any alteration of the balance ; and 
that we are now'not to preſerye the Houſe of Auſtria from falling, 
but raiſe it from the duſt, and reſtore it to its ancient ſplendor, even 
at the hazard of a war with that power which now gives laws to all 
the weſtern nations; yet it will not ſurely be aſſerted, that we ought 
to be without limits, that we ought. to preſerve the Houſe of Aufria 
not only by the danger of our own country, but by its certain ruin 
and endeavour to avert the poſſibility. of llavery by ſubjecting qurſelves 
to miſeries more ſeyere than the utmoſt arrogance of conqueſt, or the 
moſt cruel wantonneſs of tyranny, would inflit upon us. 

I have obſerved, that many Lords have expreſſed in this dehate an 
uncommon ardour for the ſupport of the Queen of Hungary; nor is i 
without pleaſure, that I fee the moſt laudable of all motives, juſtice 
and compaſſion, operate in this great Aſſembly with ſo much force, 
May your Lordſhips always continue to ſtand the great advocates for 
public faith, and the patrons of true greatneſs in diſtreſs, may 
magnanimity always gain your regard, and calamity find ſhelter 
under your protection. 

Ilikewiſe, my Lords, deſire to be remembered among thoſe who 
reverence the virtues and pity the miſeries of this illuſtrious Princels, 
who look with deteſtation on thoſe who have invaded the dominions 
which they had abliged themſelves by ſolemn treaties to defend, and 


who haye taken advantage of the general confederacy againſt her, to 
enrich 
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rich themſelves with * ſpoils, who have inſulted her diſtreſs and 
vated her misfortunes. 

3 my Lords, while I feel all theſe bun mend of compaſſion for 
te Queen of Hungary, I have not yet been able to forget, that my 
un country claims a nearer regard; that I am obliged both by in- 
geſt and duty to preſerve myſelf and my poſterity, and my fellow- 
kbjects from thoſe miſeries which I lament ; when they happen to 
others, however diftant, I cannot but remember, that I am not to 
hne another from deſtruction by eee myſelf, nor to reſcue 
luſtria by the ruin of Britain. 

Though I am therefore, my Lords, not unwilling to aſſiſt the 
Queen of Hungary, I think it neceſſary to fix the limits of our re- 
gu, to enquire how far we may proceed with ſafety, and what ex- 
ences the nation can bear, and how thoſe expences may be beſt 
enployed. The danger of the Queen of Hungary ought not to have an 
#:& which would be reproachful, even if the danger was our own. 
k ought not ſo far to engroſs our faculties as to hinder us from at- 
ending to every other object. The man, who runs into a greater 
eil to avoid a leſs, evidently ſhews, that he is defective either in 
rrudence or in courage, that either he wants the natural power of 
ftnguiſhing, or that his dread of an approaching, or his 1 Inpatience 
ofa preient evil, has taken it away. 

Let us therefore examine, my Lords, the meaſures with which 
boſe who are intruſted with the adminiſtration of public affairs, 
would perſuade us to concur, and enquire whether they are ſuch as 
can be approved by us without danger to our country. Let us con- 


der, my Lords, yet more nearly, whether they are not ſuch as we 


ourſelves could not be prevailed upon even to regard as the object of 
liberation, were we not dazzled on one part by glaring proſpedts of 
tiumphs and honours, of the reduction of France, and the reſcue of 
tle world, of the propagation of liberty, and the defence of religion, 
nd intimidated on the other by the view of approaching calamities, 
tte cruelties of perſecution, and the hardſhips of ſlavery. 

All the arts of exaggeration, my Lords, have been practiſed to re- 
concile us to the meaſures which are now propoſed, and indeed all are 
necellary: for the expences to which we are about to condemn this 
mation are ſuch as it is not able to bear, and to which no Lord in 
fs Houſe would conſent were he calm enough to number the ſums. 

— . Wm, : . To 
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To prove the truth of this aſſertion, one queſtion i is neceſſary, I ais furr 
any Lord in this Aſſembly willing to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary „ben tha 
the expence of ſixteen hundred thouſand a year I think the un Vor will 
verſal ſilence of this Aſſembly is a ſufficient proof, that no one Ide, be 


willing; I will however repeat my queſtion.— Is any Lord in ti 
Aſſembly willing that this nation ſhould aſſiſt the Queen of Hungar 


wh ardou 
t for tl 


at the annual expence of fixteen hundred thouſand pounds ?— H eds to 
Houle is, as I expected, ſtill filent, and therefore I may now ſaſei A Acdren fr 
proceed upon the ſuppoſition of an unanimous negative. Nor does 100 28 me 
any thing remain in order to evince the impropriety of the meaſute that ma 
which we are about to purſue, but that every Lord may reckon uit turn 
the ſum required for the ſupport of thoſe troops. Let him take a ve lt may 


of our military eſtimates, and he will quickly be convinced, hoy 
much we are condemned ta ſuffer in this cauſe. He will find, that 
we are about not only to remit yearly into a foreign country mo 


face mor 
foht only 
ifection © 


than a million and a half of money, but to hazard the lives of multi; canno 
tudes of our fellow-ſubjeRts, in a quarrel which at moſt affects us bu eit mo! 
remotely ; that we are about to incur as auxiliaries an expencffMtexre by 
greater than that which the principals ſuſtain. gerd for 
The fum which I have mentioned, my Lords, enormous as it mai tit is no 
appear, is by no means exaggerated beyond the truth. Whoever: we th 
Mall examine the common military eſtimates, will eaſily be con-; Ilties or 1 


her frontie 
mthout di 
being fo n 
nes, as tt 
m far fro 


us wit 


vinced, that the forces which we now maintain upon the Continent 
cannot be ſupported at leſs expence; and that we are therefore about 
to exhauft our country in a diſtant quarrel, and to ** our blood 
and treaſure with uſeleſs profuſion. 

This profuſion, my Lords, is uſeleſs, at leaſt uſeleſs to any other 
end, than an oftentatious difplay of our forces, and our riches ; nt 


becauſe the balance of power is irrecoverably deſtroyed, not becauleWMiicitatior 
it is contrary to the natural intereſt of an iſland to engage in wars on puſuing t 
the continent, nor becauſe we ſhall loſe more by the diminution olreertain, 
our commerce, than we ſhell gain by an annual victory. It is uſe- apt us 
leſs, not becauſe the power of France has by long negligence been onquerin 
ſuffered to ſwell beyond all oppoſition, nor becauſe the Queen f wrde tl 
Hungary ought not to be affiſted at the hazard of this kingdom, Tis ws 
though all theſe reaſons are of i importance enough to claim our con- Wit) frug: 
fideration, It is uſeleſs, my Lords, becauſe the Queen of Hunga) Wind watct 
may be aſſiſted more * at leſs charge, becauſe a N " wuſting 0 


ws 
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Mary, 1 os fun will enable her to raiſe, and to maintain, a preqter body 
ungary nen than have now been ſent her. 
the un Nor will the troops which ſhe may be this enabled to raiſe; my 


10 one ifiijds, be only more numerous, but more likely to proſecute the wap 
th ardour; and to conclude it therefore with ſucceſs. They will 
kit for the preſervaton of their own country, they will draw theiy 
vids to defend their hanſes and their eſtates, their wives and their 
Aren from the rage of tyrants and invaders ; they will enter the 
100 25 men who cannot leave it to their ets without refigning 
al that makes life valuable ; ; and _ will WAL more willingly die 
uin turn their backs. 
| may reaſonably be imagined, my Locks, that the Queen will 
Je more confidence in ſuch forces, than in troops which are to 
iat only for honour or for pay; and that ſhe will expect from the 
iſection of her own ſubjects, a degree of zeal and conſtancy which 
* cannot hope to excite in foreigners; and that ſhe will think 
rell more ſecure in the protection of thoſe whoſe fidelity ſhe may 
Whrure by the ſolemnity of an oath, than thoſe who have no particular 
ard for her perſon, nor any obligations to ſupport her government. 
lt is no inconſiderable motive to this method of aſſiſting our ally, 
tat we ſhall entirely take away from France all pretences of hoſ- 
ilties or reſentment, ſince we ſhall not attack her troops or invade 
br frontiers, but only furniſh the Queen of Hungary with money, 
jithout directing her how to apply it. I am far, my Lords, from 
ſing ſo much intimidated by the late increaſe of the French great- 
te, as to imagine, that no limits can be ſet to their ambition. I 


try mo 
of multi. 
ts us but 


expencg 


IS it may 
N hoever 
be cons 
ontinent 
re about 
ur blood 


ny other m far from deſpairing, that the Queen of Hungary alone ſupported 
es j nah us with pecuniary affiſtance, may be able to reduce them to 
becaule le (citations for peace by driving them out of her dominions, and 
wars on 


purſuing them into their own. But as the chance of war is always 
certain, it is ſurely moſt prudent to chuſe ſuch à conduct as may 
nempt us from danger in all events ; and fince we are not certain of 
onquering the F rench, it is, in my opinion, moſt eligible not to 
wroke them, becauſe we cannot be conquered without ruin. | 

This method is yet eligible on another account ; by proceeding 
mth frugality, we ſhall gain time to obſerve the progreſs of the war, 
ind watch the appearance of any favourable opportunity, without ex- 
tabing ourſelves ſo far AS $ to be made unable to improve them. 
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The time, my Lords, at which we ſhall be thus exhauſted, 
which we ſhall be reduced to an abſolute inability to raiſe an army o 
equip a fleet, is not at a great diſtance. If our late profuſion be fo 
a ſhort time continued, we ſhall quickly have drained the laſt remain 
of the wealth of our country. We have long gone on from year ti 
year, raiſing taxes and contracting debts ; and unleſs the riches o 
Britain are abſolutely unlimited, muſt in a ſhort time reduce them, 
nothing. Our expences are not all, indeed, equally deſtructive; 
ſome, though the method of raiſing them be vexatious and opprefiy 
do not much impoveriſh the nation, becauſe they are refunded by 
extravagance and luxury of thoſe who are retained in the pay of the 
Court ; but foreign wars threaten immediate deſtruction, ſince th 
money that is ſpent in diſtant countries can ne ver fall back into its 
former channels, but is diſſipated on the continent and irrecover. 
ably loſt. 

When this „ is preſent to my mind, and on this occꝛ. 
ſion no man who has any regard for himſelf or his poſterity can omit 
it, I cannot but think with horror on a vote by which ſuch prodigious 
ſums are wafted into another region: I cannot but tremble at the 
ſound of a tax for the ſupport of a foreign war, and think a French 


army landed on our coaſts not much more to be dreaded than the | bog x 
annual payment to which we appear now to be condemned, and One 
from which nothing can "ores us but the Addreſs which is noy 8 We. 
propoſed. yne dete 
By what arguments the Commons were 5 or by what ner 
motives incited to vote a ſupply for the ſupport of this mercenary e other : 
force, I have not yet heard; nor as a Member of this Houſe, my "KIM 
Lords, was it neceſſary for me to enquire. Their authority, though Con int 
mentioned with ſo much ſolemnity on this occaſion, is to have no 0 . 
influence on our determinations. If they are miſtaken, it is more eg er 
neceſſary for us to enquire with uncommon caution. If they ar... 
corrupt, it is more neceſſary for us to preſerve our integrity. If we te e 
are to comply blindly with their deciſions, our knowledge or expeti- Nor 55 
ence are of no benefit to our country, we only waſte time in uſeleſs attend 
ſolemnities, and may be once more declared uſeleſs to the public. tis the p 
The Commons, my Lords, do not imagine themſelves, nor art Wi bigheſ 
;magined by the nation, to conſtitute the legiſlature. The people, lis own ut 
when any uncommon heat prevails | in the other Houſe, diſturbs their Nee 


devates and over-rules their determinations, have been long accul- 
| tomed 
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amed to expect redreſs and ſecurity from our calmer counſels; and 
we conſidered this Houſe as the place where reaſon and julllte may 
L heard, when by clamour and uproar they are driven from the other. 
(1 this occaſion, my Lords, every Britain fixes his eyes upon us, 
nl every man who has ſagacity enough to diſcover the diſmal ap- 
of public poverty, now ſupplicates your Leni by agree” 
js to this Addreſs, to preſerve him from it. 

Then the SPEAKER ſpoke to the following purport -—My Lords, 
ming very attentively obſerved the whole progreſs of this important 
kate, and conſidered with the utmoſt impartiality the arguments 
which have been made uſe of on each fide, I cannot think the queſ- 
im before us doubtful or difficult; and hope that I may promote a 
beedy deciſion of it by recapitulating what has been already urged, 
bat the debate may be conſidered at one view, and by adding ſome 
tervations which have ariſen to my own thoughts on this occaſion. . 
At the firſt view. of the queſtion before us in its preſent ſtate, no 
nan can find any reaſons for prejudice in favour of the Addreſs pro- 
wed, This Houſe is, indeed, yet divided, and many Lords have 
hoken on each ſide with great force and with great addreſs ; but the 
uthority of the other Houſe, added to the numbers which have al- 
cy declared in this for the ſupport of the foreign troops, is ſuf- 
ent to turn the balance, in the opinion of any man who contents 
linſelf to judge by the firſt appearance of things; and mult incline 
tin to imagine that poſition at leaſt more probable, which is ratified 
bythe determination of one. Houſe and yet undecided by the other. 

[ know, my Lords, what may be objected to theſe obſervations on 
e other Houſe, and readily agree with the noble Lord, that our de- 
eminations ought not to be influenced by theirs. But on this oa 
kon, I introduce their deciſion not as the decres of legiſlators, but as 
te reſult of the conſideration of wife men; and in this ſenſe it may be 
dlefs reaſonable to quote the determination of the Commons, than 
introduce the opinion of any private man whoſe knowledge or ex- | 
rence give his opinion a claim to our regard. 

Nor do I mention the weight of authority on one ſide as ſufficient 
o influence the private determination of any in this great Aſſembly. | 
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% * t is the privilege and the duty of « every man, who poſleſſes a ſeat in 
people be tigheſt council of his country, to make uſe of his own eyes and 
s their sd own underſtanding, to reje thoſe arguments of which he cannot 
accul- nd the force, whatever effect they may haye upon” others; and to 


tomed diſcharge 


2 2 e === \ l 
2 eng = 5 So 4 n = = \ 
wg ten rt rs. Go nk wot a) ali de. os 
2 r „ - fas La” a. A. 
* 7 & N . = * N — - + 
— 2 — 


ST 
„ — = 
F 
* 7 5 's 
—— 9 "=> _ a 


r r ———— 
AE I 
_ == 
— . 
— 9 
* XY \ = 


= & |þ * © > 4 4 — be" 2 FL — — — — = = - 
a e = > ae, oo = — ——— — ou. te. o > $4 
5 \ _ PF \ 2 | 8 — FELL — . > Sa KS _ : 
TT EY — — n IE r 
F \ — = 8 i — x by Us wk N 


= = = PAs 
CT — 

* 
— 


365 DEBATE 0 (ia: 
diſcharge the great truſt conferred upon him by Conſulting no cv 
ſcience but his own. 

Yet though we are by no means 0 ſuffer is determinations | 
other men to repreſs our enquiries, we may certainly make uſo 
them to aſſiſt them; we may very properly therefore inquire the : 
ſons that induced the other Houſe to approve thoſe. bills Which; 
brought before them, ſince it is not likely that their conſent was of 
tained without arguments, at leaſt probable, though they are not 


de by us conſidered as concluſive upon their authority. The chi 


advantage which the public receives'from a legiſlature formed 


ſeveral diſtinct powers, is, that all laws muſt paſs through many de 


berations of aſſemblies independent on each other, of which, if t 
one be agitated by faction or diſtracted by diviſions, it may be hop 
that the other will be calm and united, and of which it can hardy} 


' feared that they can at any time concur in meaſures apparently 


Afructive to the commonwealth. 


But theſe enquiries, my Lords, however proper or neceſſary, : 


to be made by us not in ſolemn aſſemblies, but in our private el 
raters ; and therefore I ſhall not now lay before your Lordſhips wi 


IL have heard from thoſe whom I have conſulted for the ſake of obtai 


ing information on this important queſtion, or ſhall at leaſt not o 


it as the opinion of the Commons, or pretend to add to it any if 
| Avence different from that of reaſon and truth. 
The arguments which have been offered in this debate for the ni 


tion, are indeed ſuch as do not make any uncommon expedients 1 


ceflary, they will not drive the advocates for the late meaſures to ſe 


a refuge in authority inſtead of reaſon. They require, in my opinie 
only to be conſidered with a calm attention, and their force will in 
mediately be at an end. 

The moſt plauſible objection, my Lords, is, that the meaſures 
which your approbation is now deſired, were concerted and exe 


without the concurrence of the Senate; and it is therefore un 


that they cannot now deſerve our approbation, becauſe it was | 
- aſked at the proper time. 


In order to anſwer this objection, my Lords, it is neceſſary to et 
ſider it more diſtinctly than thoſe who made it appear to hare do 


that we may not ſuffer ourſelves to confound queſtions real 4 
perſonal, to miſtake one object for another, or to be confounded | 
| different views: 
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That the conſent of the Senate was not aſked, my Lords, ſuppoſing 
i a neglect, and a neglect of a criminal kind, of a tendency to weaken 
ur authority and ſhake the foundations of our conſtitution, which is 
ge utmoſt that the moſt ardent imagination, or the moſt hyperbolieal 
tetoric can utter or ſuggeſt, may be indeed a juſt reaſon for invective 
wzinſt the miniſters, but is of no force if urged againſt the meaſures. 
Totake auxiliaries in our pay may be right, though 1 it might be wrong 
o hire them without applying to the Senate; as it is proper to throw 
mater upon a fire, though it was conveyed to the place without the 
kve of thoſe from whoſe well it was drawn, or over whoſe ground 
it was carried. 
If the liberties of "La, be really in danger, if our treaties oblige 
w to affiſt the Queen of Hungary againſt the invaders of her do- 
minions, if the ambition of France requires to be repreſſed, and the 
powers of Germany to be animated againſt her by the certain proſpect 
o a vigorous ſupport, I cannot diſcover the propriety of this motion, 
cen ſuppoſing that we have not found from the; miniſters all the 
ſpect that we have a right to demand. As a lawful authority may 
d wrong, ſo right may be ſometimes done by an unlawful por: 
ad ſurely, though uſurpation ought to be puniſhed, the benefits which 
e been procured by it, are not to be thrown away. We may re- 
tain the troops that have been hired, if they are uſeful, tough we 
ſhould cenſure the miniſtry for taking them into pay. | 
But the motion to which our concurrence is now required, is a 
notion by which we are to puniſh ourſelves for the crime of the 
niniſters, by which we are about to leave ourſelves defenceleſs, be- 
cauſe we have been armed without our conſent, and to. reſign up 
al oyr rights and privileges to France, becauſe we ſuſpeR, that they 
hae not been ſufficiently regarded on this occaſion by our miniſters. 
Thoſe noble Lords who have dwelt with the greateſt ardour on 
this omiſſion, have made no propoſition for cenſuring thoſe whom 
bey condemn as the authors of it, though this objeQion myſt ter · 
ninate in an enquiry into their conduct, and has no real relation to 
the true queſtion now before us, which is, Whether the auxiliaries 
te of any uſe? If they are uſeleſs, they ought to be diſcharged withs 
vt any other reaſon; if they are neceſlary, they ought to be retained, 
Vlatever cenſure may fall upon the miniſtry. . . 
| am, indeed, far. from thinking, that when your Lei ve 


buliciently examined the affair, you will think your privileges in⸗ 


vaded, 
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vaded, or the public trepanned by artifice into expenſive meaſures 
ſince it will appear, that the miniſtry in reality preferred the mo 
honeſt to the ſafeſt methods of proceeding, and choſe rather t 


hazard themſelves, than to practiſe or appear to praftiſe any fax 
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When it was reſolved in council to take the troops of Hanover 
into the pay of Britain, a reſolution which, as your Lordſhips haw 
already been informed, was made only a few days before the Senate 


Ne U 
roſe, it was natural to conſider, Whether the conſent of the Sena n 
ſhould not be demanded ; but when it appeared upon reflection, that auld thin 


to bring an affair of ſo great importance before the laſt remnant 
a Houſe of Commons, after far the greater part had retired to the 
care of their own affairs, would be ſuſpected as fraudulent, and migh 


without Ii 
give the nation reaſon to fear, that ſuch meaſures were intended as 


ny by t 


the miniſters were afraid of laying before a full Senate. It v wid not, 
thought more proper to defer the application to the next ſeſſion, and ard to t 
to venture upon the meaſures that were formed, upon a full comvie- dom. 
tion of their neceſſity. jected, | 
This conduct, my Lords, was exatitly conformable to the demand bout de 
of thoſe, by whom the court has hitherto been oppoſed, and who he ed ; t. 
ſignalized themſelves. as the moſt watchful guardians of liberty, mate ; 2 
Among theſe men, votes of credit have never been mentioned bu: de ſur 
with deteſtation, as acts of implicit confidence, by which the riches bon Houf 
of the nation are thrown down at the feet of the miniſtry to be nl charg 
ſquandered at pleaſure. When it has been urged, that emergencies W:.;. oprr 
may ariſe, during the receſs of the Senate, which may produce 2 Pei deli 
neceſſity of ' Expences, and that therefore ſome credit ought to be given N could 
which may enable the crown to provide againſt accidents, it haſh, rules 
been anſwered, that the expences which are incurred during the fe- 13 
ceſs of the Senate, will be either neceſſary or not; that if they ar We... inte: 
neceſſary, the miniſtry have no reaſon to diſtruſt the approbation of WW. means 
the Senate, but if they are uſeleſs, they ought not to expect it. And Tueſe 
that, inſtead of defiring to be exempted from any ſubſequent cenſures, WW. gene 
and to be ſecured in exactions or prodigality by a previous vote, thej poſed 1 
bught willingly to adminifter the public affairs at their own hazard, nd to x 
and await the judgment of the Senate, when the time ſhall come, i in ed . 
which their proceedings are laid before it. Indicato 
Such have hitherto been the ſentiments of the moſt zealous adio. Common 
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0 deſired to appear under that character, that he would cenſure 

ieniniſtcy for having thrown themſelves upon the judgment of the 
mate, and neglected to ſecure themſelves by any previous applica- 
fans, for having truſted in their own integrity, and expoſed their 
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| 3 I did not imagine, my Lords, that a Senate, upon 
hoſe deciſion all the meaſures which have been taken, ſo apparently 
dend, would have been filed a Senate convened only to regiſter 
tie determinations of the miniſtry ; or that any of your Lordſhips 


nanded before the uſe of it was fully known. 

If we lay aſide, my Lords, all enquiries into precedents, and, 
yitout regard to any political conſiderations, examine this affair 
Ah by the light of reaſon, it will ſurely appear, that the miniſtry 
wid not, by any other method of proceeding, have ſhewn equal re- 
ard to the Senate, or equal confidence in their juſtice and their 
nom. Had they deſired a vote of credit, it might have been juſtly 
jected, that they required to be truſted with the public money, 
ithout declaring, or. being able to declare, how it was to be em- 
eyed; that either they queſtioned the wiſdom or honeſty of the 
nate; and therefore durſt undertake nothing, till they were ſecure 
# the ſupplies, neceſſary for the execution of it. Had they informed 
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vho have 
liberty, 
oned but 
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ry to be 
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oduce 2 


nd charged with great appearance of juſtice, with having preferred 
their own ſafety to that of the public, and having rather diſcovered 
heit deſigns to the enemy, than truſted to the judgment of the Senate; 


be given ur could any excuſe. have been made for a conduct ſo contrary to all 
„it hal. rules of war, but ſuch as muſt have diſhonoured either the mi- 
Jr te, ters or the Senate, ſuch as muſt have implied, either that the mea- 
they are 


lures intended were unworthy of approbation, or that they were by 


ation of Io means certain, that even. the beſt conduct would not be cenſured. 


t. And 
enſures, 
te, they 
hazard, 
dome, i 


ue generouſly determined to purſue the end which every man was 


ud to refer their conduct to a full Senate, in which they did not 
loubt but their integrity, and perhaps their ſuccels, would find them 
indicators, Inſtead of applying, therefore, to the remains of the 
ING a few,days before the general receſs; inſtead of aſſewbling 
friends by private. intimations, at a time when moſt of thoſe, 
Ya. W - Bb | from 
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ny man 
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duct to an open examination without ſubterfuges and without 


ould think his privileges diminiſhed, becauſe money was not de- 


both Houſes of their whole ſcheme, they might have been {till charged, - 


Theſe objeRions they foreſaw, and allowed to be valid; and there- 


uppoſed to approve, by the beſt means which they. could diſcover, 
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carried on at the expence of the nation; and if treaties require! 


time under ſenatorial cogniſance: but to require that treaties i 
not be tranſacted without our previous concurrence, is almoſt to: 


1 


— 
— 


LES 


; neceſſary for the promotion of the common cauſe, and to refer thy 


the empire, to require that before it was ratified, it ſhould have b. 
laid before the Senate. To make treaties, as to make war, is 


formance of our ſtipulations, if they can contribute to the ſupp 
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from whom they might have dreaded oppoſition, had retired, th 
"determined to attempt, at their own hazard, whatever they judg 


meaſures to the Senate, when it ſhould be again aſſembled. 
The manner in which one of the noble Lords, who have ſpok 

in ſupport of the Addreſs, has thought it neceſſary that they ſho 
have applied to us, is indeed ſomewhat extraordinary, ſuch 23 
certainly without precedent, and ſuch as is not very conſiſtent yi 
the conſtituent rights of the different powers of the legiſlature, 
Lordſhip has been pleaſed to remark, that the crown has entered i 


a treaty, and to aſk why That treaty was not previouſly laid before jons unla 
Senate for its approbation ? he Empe 
I know not, my Lords, with what propriety this cant fort &woured 
troops of Hanover can be termed a treaty. It is well known, t wich out 
no power in this kingdom can enter into a treaty with a foreign ft ent: 
except the King; and it is equally certain, that, with regard to l pic this 
nover, the ſame right is limited to the Elector. This treaty the FP ON 
fore, my Lords, is a treaty of the ſame perſon with himſelf, a tre: ad * I 
of which the two counterparts are to receive their ratification fri nn 
being ſigned with the ſame hand. This ſurely is a treaty of ant 8 dep 0 
kind, ſuch as no national afſemb] y has yet conſidered. Had a E 4 


other power of Britain than its King, or in Hanover any othert 
the Elector, the right of entering into public engagements, a tre 
might have been made but as the conſtitution of both nations 
formed, the treaty is merely chimerical and abſolutely impoſſible. 

Had ſuch a treaty, as is thus vainly imagined, been really mat 
it would yet be as inconſiſtent with the fundamental eſtabliſhment 
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acknowledged and eſtabliſhed prerogative of the crown. When! 
is declared, the Senate is indeed to conſider, whether it ought to 


ſupplies to put them in execution, they likewiſe fall properly at 
- Nihilate the power of the crowns and to expoſe all our deſigns tol 


oppoſition of our enemies, before they can be completed. 
If therefore the troops of Hanover can be of uſe for the if 


| : 
_ ba a a , 
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the Houſe of Auſtria, the miniſtry cannot, in my opinion, Via 
enſured for having taken them into Britiſh pay; nor can we refuſe 
ur concurrence with the Commons in providing for their ſup- 
pots unleſs it ſhall appear, that the deſign for which all our prepara- 
dos have been made, is ſuch as cannot be executed, or ſuch as ought 
not to be purſued, | . 

Feveral arguments haye been offered to prove both theſe poſitions ; 
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} before 


nither of ourſelves or any other nation, to reſtore the Houſe of Auſtria 
t its ancient elevation ; . another, that it 1s by the imperial conſtitu- 


he Emperor ſolemnly acknowledged by the Diet. They have en- 
kwoured to intimidate us, by turning our view to the difaculties by 
ich our attempts are obſtructed ; difficulties which they affect to 
repreſent as inſuperable, at leaſt to this nation. in its preſent ſtate. 
With this deſign, my Lords, has the greatneſs of the French power 
been exaggerated, the faith of the King of Sardinia queſtioned, 
nd the King of Pruſſia repreſented as determined to ſupport the 
peetenſions of the Emperor; with this view has our natural ſtrength 
teen depreciated, and. all our meaſures and hopes have been ridi- 
aled, with wantonneſs, not very couliſtent with the character of a 
britiſh patriot, 

Moſt of theſe arguments, my Lords, have ban already ahſwered, 
nd anſwered j in ſuch a manner as has, I believe, not failed of con- 
jncing every Lord of their inſufficiency, unleſs perhaps thoſe are 
v de excepted by whom they were offered. It has with great pro- 
prety been obſerved, that the inconſiſtency imputed to bis Majeſty 
I oppoling the Emperor for whom he voted, is merely imaginary z 
Ince it is not a neceſſary conſequence, that he for whom he voted 
therefore lawfully elected; and becauſe his Majeſty does not 
gage in this war for the fake of dethroning tne Emperor, but of 
upporting the Pragmatic Sanction; nor does he oppoſe him as the 
ad of the German body, but as the invader of the dominions of 
uſtria, 

With regard to the crate of maintaining the Auſtrian family 
n its preſent poſſeſſions, and of raiſing it, if our arms ſhould be 
roperous, to its ancient greatneſs, it has been ſhewn, that no other 
wer is able to defend Europe either againſt the Turks on one part, 


i the F. 'engh on the other; two powers equally profeſling the de- 
| B b 2 ſtructive 
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me noble Lord has aſſerted, that it is by no means for the advantage 


jons unlawful for any of the princes of Germany to make war upon 
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5 ſtructive intention of extending their dominions without Han, tat 

9 and of trampling upon the e and liberties of all the EH unck u 
iſ mankind. 3 ccelsfull) 
Wh. It has been ſhewn, that the general ſcheme of policy uniform er Ame! 
5 i purſued by our anceſtors in every period of tine, ſince the jncreMilaured 
bi of the French greatneſs, has been to preſerve an equipoiſe of poyiifagined, 
| j | by which all the ſmaller ſtates are preſerved in ſecurity. It is apparent That it 
4 that by this ſcheme alone can the happineſs of mankind be preſewe e 2ndea\ 

on and that no other family but that of 2 is able to balance H feet, 
| Houſe of Bourbon. 11 very f 
bi This equipoiſe of power has by ſome Lords been imagined an ae iland, 
. ſcheme, a pleaſing ſpegulation which, however it may amuſe oi conque! 

imagination, can never be reduced to practice. It has been aſſerte er noth 

that the ſtate of nations is always variable, that dominion is every rt time 

tranferred by ambition or by caſualties, that inheritances fall by v Thus, r 


of heirs into other hands, and that kingdoms are by one accide 
divided at one time, and at other times conſolidated. by a differe 
event ; that to be the guardians of all thoſe, whoſe credulity or fol 


may betray them to concur with the ambition of an artful neighbou coaſts 

and to promote the oppreſſion of themſelves, is an endleſs taſk; a e A 

that to obviate all the accidents by which provinces may change the Lo thin 

maſters, is an undertaking to which no human foreſight is equi Ii tate 9 

that we have not a right to hinder the courſe of ſucceſſion for te Fren 

own intereſt, nor to obſtrut thoſe contracts which independeſ I thoſe p 
\ princes are perſuaded to make, however contrary to their own ini all thei 
8 reſt, or to the general advantage of mankind. And it has been edi Ni conc 
1 cluded by thoſe reaſoners, that we ſhould ſhew the higheſt degree WM: ſtate « 
wiſdom, and the trueſt, though not the moſt refined policy, by alter to 
"4 tending ſteadily to our own intereſt, by improving the diſſenſion Wicks, ur 
| our neighbours to our own advantage, by extending our comme equal 
71 and increaſing our riches, without any regard to the happineſs ved th 
. miſery, freedom or ſlavery of the reſt of mankind, de nei 
; 6 I believe I need not very laboriouſly collect arguments to prove WP) > wh 
1 he (ould 


your Lordſhips, that this ſcheme of ſelfiſh negligence, of ſupi 
tranquillity, is equally imprudent and ungenerous ; ſince if we e adver 
mine the hiſtory of the laſt century, we ſhall eaſily diſcover, that fands, an 
this nation had not interpoſed, the French had now been maſten I have r 
more than half Europe; and it cannot be imagined, that they wo , 
have ſuffered us to ſet them at defiance in the midſt of their Wope ar 
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; that they would have ſpared us out of tenderneſs, or forborne 


[es. 
out lim 
the ref 


* 


unifor er American affluence, would certainly have been once more en- 
he increaproured by France, with far greater W and as it may be 
of poweiazgined, with a different event. 


That it would have been endeavoured, cannot ” doubted, becauſe 


8 apparen 
alance n feet, they might land their forces, which 1 be wafted over 


1a very ſhort time, and by a ſingle victory they might conquer all 


ned an zu e iland, or that part of it at leaſt which is moſt worth the labour 
amuſe oi conqueſt ; and though they ſhould be unſucceſsful, they could 
en aſſettell er nothing but the mortification of their pride, and would be in a 
every art time enabled to make a new attempt. 


Thus, my Lords, if we could preſerve our liberty i in the — 
bection of the weſtern part of the world, we ſhould do it only by 


all by wa 
e accide 


a differe ring our iſland into a garriſon, by laying aſide all other employ- 
ty or fol ent than the ſtudy of war, and by making it our only care to watch 
neighbour coaſts: a ſtate which ſurely ought to be avoided at almoſt any 


taſk; a 
ange thi 


ence and at any hazard, 
To think that we could extend our trade or increaſe our Tas in 


is equi is ſtate of the continent, is to forget the effects of univerſal empire. 
on for ode French, my Lords, would then be in poſſeſſion of all the trade 
depend thoſe provinces which ſhe had conquered, they would be maſters 


own intt 


been colffally conceive with what ſecurity we ſhould venture upon the ocean, 


degree WM: ſtate of war, when all the harbqurs of the continent afforded 
ey, by aiOciter to our enemies. If the French privateers from a few obſcure 
ſenſions pa unſupported by a fleet of war, or at leaſt not ſupported by a 


wy equal to our own, could make ſuch deyaſtations in our trade as 
med their country to hold out againſt the confederacy of almoſt 
ll the neighbouring powers; what, my Lords, might not be dreaded 


ommera 
ppinels ( 


» prove us, when every ſhip upon the ocean ſhould be an enemy; when 
of ſupp ſhould be at once overborne by the wealth and the numbers of 


f we ex adverſaries ; when the trade of the world ſhould be in their 
er, that Winds, and their navies no leſs numerous than their troops. 

maſters WF Lhave made this digreſſion, my Lords, 1 hope not wholly without 
Keeſfity, to ſhe y that the advantages of preferring the equipoiſe of 
kurope axe not, as they have been ſometimes conceived, empty i ſounds, 
e B b 3 | of 


eir e 


ao us out of fear. What the Spaniards attempted, though un- 
ceeſfully, from a more diſtant part of the world, in the pride of 


fall their ports and of all their ſhipping z and your Lordſhips may 
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I or idle notions; but that by the balance of one nation againſt and ſh, and 

1 | ther, both the ſafety of other countries 'and of our own is preſerved ner wie 

: . and that therefore it requires all our vigilance and all our ache p declare 

; Þ eſtabliſh and maintain it. ſupport 

bp: That there may come a time in which this ſcheme will ben Rae 

bi longer practicable, when a coalition of dominions may be inevitahl A 

Wu and when one power will be neceſſarily exalted above the reſt, For thus 

| | indeed-not abſolutely impoſſible, and therefore not to be peremptori Fe * 

a denied. - But it is not to be inferred, that our care'is vain at preſe | yk 

i becauſe, perhaps, it may ſometime be vain hereafter; or that we our as 

þ now to fink into flavery without a ſtruggle, becauſe the time mi 7 

4 come, when our ſtrongeſt efforts will be ineffectual. wel 1 

£ 1 It has indeed been almoſt aſſerted, that the fatal hour is now arrive kgs 

and that it is to no purpoſe that we' endeavour to raiſe any farth | 1 th 

oppoſition to the univerfal monarchy projected by France. We uf 3 i 

told, that the nation is exhauſted and diſpirited; that we have ne * 

ther influence, nor riches, nor courage remaining ; that we ſhall A I 

left to ſtand alone againſt the united Houſe of Bourbon; that cath 

Auſtrians cannot, and that the Dutch will not, aſſiſt us; that the Ku 10 

of Sardinia will deſert his alianee; that the King of Pruſſia tus if. "E 

| clared againſt us; and therefore, that by engaging in the-ſupport( * = 

| ; the Pragmatic Sanction, we are about to draw upon ourſelves tal 3 
i ruin which every other power has foreſeen and ſhunned, | n 

* I am far from denying, my Lords, that the power of France in "PP 

1 great and dangerous; ; but can draw no conſequence from that pol 1 3 

5 tion, but that this force is to be oppoſed before it is ſtill greater, a 4 ” iy 

1 this danger to be obviated while it is yet ſurmountable, and ſuf 2 

| 9 mountable I ſtill believe it by-unanimity and courage. i oy l 

44 If our wealth, my Lords, is diminiſhed, it is time to confine ti ens 

1 commerce of that nation by which we have been driven out of &clare, tt 

5 | markets of the continent, by deſtroying their ſhipping, and intercept wild be 

4} ing their merchants. If our courage is depreſſed, it is depreſſed 1 7 e 

55 by any change in the nature of the inhabitants of this iſland, but by a 

long courſe of inglorious compliance with the demands, and of mei i — | 

9 lubmiſſion to the inſults, of other nations, to which 1 it is neceſſary! 4 "i a 

4 ; put an end by vigorous reſolutions. | 3 

4 If our allies are timorous and wavering, it is neceſſary to encol 1 

3 rage them by vigorous meaſures; for as fear, ſo courage, is product woduce n 


by example: the bravery of a fngle m man may withhold an army fro 
fig 
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"on he of favour our deſign, he will be at leaſt leſs inclined to obſtruct it, 
1nevitahl 
he reſt, 
remptoriſ 
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we oug 


ti xceſſary for us to perform our r part, however other powers may 
Ime ma 


eplect theirs. 


W arrive 
ny farthe 

Wea 
have ne 
re ſhall h 
that 


ys been to oppoſe the progtreſs of France; and though it ſhould be 


jet it muſt be underſtood to ſuppoſe ſuch allies as may be found to 


kimed, or till cowardice is animated; for to promiſs the Queen. 


the Kin 

1 Hungary aſſiſtance on ſuch terms, would be to inſult her calami- 

a has de 

pen les, and to withhold our ſuccours till ſhe was irrecoverably ruined. 
te Senate could not inſiſt that we ſhould ſtand neuter, till all 


]ves t 
France "ld appear willing to fulfil their ſtipulations ; for even France is 
that poſi 
ater, 4 
and ſur 


Auſtria in its poſſeſſions, however ſhe may now endeavour to take 
them away. 


te reaſonably expected, nothing would be more imprudent than to 
care, that we determine not to act without them; for what then 
would be neceſſary, but that the French influence one town in 
heir provinces, or one deputy in their aſſemblies, and ruin the Houſe 
af Auſtria in ſecurity and at leiſure, without "IM other expence than 
lat of a bribe, | 

lt was therefore neceſſary to tranſport our troops into F landers, 
to ſhew the world, that we were no long er inclined to ſtand idle 


nfine t 
it of 
ntercept 
efled nd 
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anuſe ourſelves, or our confederates, with negociations which might 
produce no treaties, or with treaties which might be broken when- 
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it, and other nations will be aſhamed to diſcover any dread of that 
wer which France alone ſets at defiance. They will be leſs afraid 
v declare their intentions, when they are convinced that we intend 
ſupport them; and if there be, in reality, any prince who does 


he finds the oppoſition, which he muſt encounter, more formidable. 
For this reaſon, my. Lords, I am far from diſcovering the juſtneſs ; 
f the opinion which has prevailed very much in the nation, on this 
xcaſion, that we are not to act without allies, becauſe allies are moſt | 
to be procured by acting, and becauſe it is reaſonable and 
The advice which the Somme has often repeated to his Majeſty, 


lowed, that he has been adviſed to proceed in concert with his allies, 


we courage and honeſty enough to concur with him. It cannot be 
tended, that he ſhould delay his aſſiſtance till corruption is re- 


thoſe, who were engaged by treaty to ſupport the Pragmatic Sanction, 


obe numbered among thoſe who have promiſed to ſupport the Houſe 
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ever the violation of them afforded any proſpect of that 2tvantage 
we were now reſolved to ſacrifice the pleaſures of neutrality, and th 
profits of peaceful traffic, to the ſecurity of the r of N 


and the obſervation of public faith. 


This neceſſity was fo generally allowed, that win the un bod 


of troops was ſent over, no objection was made by thoſe who ford 


themſelves inclined to cenſure the conduct of our affaits, but thy 
they were not ſufficiently numerous to defend themſelves, and would 
be taken prifoners by a French detachment ; the miniftry wer, 


therefore aſked, why they did not fend a larger force, why they en 


gaged in hoftilities, which could only raife the laughter of our ene 
mies, and why, if they intended war, they did not raiſe an army uf 
cient to proſecute it ? 

An army, my Lords, an army truly formidable, is now raiſed, an 
affembled on the frontiers af France, ready to affift our ally, and tc 
put a ſtop to the violence of invaſions. We now fee ourſelves ones 
again united with the Hauſe of Auſtria, and may hope oniee more te 
drive the oppreſſors of mankind before us. But now, my Lords, a 
clamour is propagated through the nation, that thefe meaſures which 
have been fo tl defired, : We nen and rad. that we 


armies are ſent over either not to fight, or to fight in a 1 in 
which we have no concern; to gain victories from which this nation 
will receive no advantage, or to bring new difhonour upon their 
country by a ſhameful inactivity. 

This clamour, which if it had been confined to the vulgar, had 


been, perhaps, of no great importance, nor could have promoted any] 
of the 'defigns of thoſe by whom it was raiſed, has been mentioned] 
ih this Houſe as an argument in favour of the motion which is now 
under the donſideration of your Lordſhips; and it has been urged, 


that theſe meaſures cannot be proper, becauſe all meaſures, by which 


his Majeſty's government is made unpopular, muſt in the end be 


deſtructide to the nation. 

On this occaſion, my Lords, it is accellaty to conſider the nature 
of popularity, and to enquire how far it is to be conſidered in the 
adminiſtration of public affairs. Tf by popularity is meant only a 


ſudden ſhout of applauſe, obtained by a compliance with the preſent 


inclination of the people, however excited, or of whatſoever tendency, 
I wall without ſcruple declare, that popularity is to be deſpiſed; i 
| 15 
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jnJoning much more valuable conſiderations. The inclinations 
the people have in all ages been too variable for regard. But if 
1 popularity be meant that ſettled confidence and laſting eſteem, 
dich a good Government may juſtly claim from the ſubject, I am 
i from denying that it is truly deſirable ; and that no wiſe man ever 
regarded it. But this popularity, my Lords, is very conſiſtent 
Ji contempt of riotous clamours, and of miſtaken complaints; 
ry wer leis often only to be obtained by an oppoſition to the reigning 
gjinions, and a neglect of temporary diſcontents; opinions which 
Dur ene be inculcated without difficulty by favourite orators, and diſ- 
cogtents which the eloquence of ſeditious writers may eaſily 4 
m ignorance and unconſtancy, _ - 
How eaſily the opinions of the vulgar may be regulated by thoſe 
wo have obtained, by whatever methods, their eſteem, the debate 


ſed, ant 
and tc 
es once 
more to 
ords, 1 
s which 
that we 


jhich this motion is intended, be really unpopular, as they have 
en repreſented, it is evident that there has been lately a very re- 


ltle time ſince the repreflion of the infolence of France, and the 
at dur relief of the Queen of Hungary was fo generally wiſhed, and fo im- 
rcel in jortunately demanded, that had meaſures like theſe been then formed, 
tation it is not improbable that they might have reconciled the public to 
n their lat man; whom the united voice of the nation has long laboured to 
orerbear. 


r, had tt is indeed urged with a degree of "die, which ought, in 


ed any my opinion, to proceed from ſtronger proof than has yet been pro- 


tioned WW duced, that no hoftilities are intended; that our armaments on the 
is now Wl continent are an idle ſhew, an inoffenſive oſtentation, and that the 
urged, i troops of Hanover have been hired only to enrich the electorate, 
which WW under the appearance of affiſting the Queen of Hungary, whom in 
nd be rality they cannot ſuccour without drawing upon their country the 
Wl imperial interdict. 

nature It has 'been alledged, my Lords, that theſe meafures have been 
in the concerted wholly for the advantage of Hanover; that this kingdom 
only a ¶ is to be ſacrificed to the electorate, and that we are in reality intended 
reſent WI tv be made tributaries to a petty power. 


ene), In confirmation of theſe ſuggeſtions, n has been taken 


2d; it 
is 


tem every circumſtance that could admit of miſrepreſentation. The 
conſtitutian 
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0 be deſpiſed, my Lords, becauſe it eannot be preſerved without 


o this day, my Lords, may inform us; ſince if the meaſures againſt 


narkable change in the ſentiments of the nation; for it is yet a very 
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cConſtitution of the empire has been falſely quoted,, to Prove that they 


cannot act againſt. the Emperor, and their inactivity in Flanders has 
been produced as a proof, that they do not intend to enter Germany, 
Whoever ſhall conſult the conſtituent and fundamental paQ by 
which the German form of government is eſtabliſhed, will find, my 
Lords, that it is not in the power of the Emperor alone-to lay any 
of the States of Germany under the ban; and that the electors are 
independent in their own dominions, ſo far as that they may enter 
into alliances with foreign powers, and make war upon each other. 


Te appears therefore, my Lords, that no law prohibits the Elector 
of Hanover to ſend his troops to the affiſtance of the Queen of Hun. 
gary; he may in conſequence of treaties march into Germany, and 


attack the confederates of the Emperor, or what is not .now. in. 


tended, even the Emperor himſelf, without any dread of the ſeve- 
nitics of the ban. 


Nor does the continuance of the forces d in. > Flanders ſhew any un-, 


willingneſs to begin hoſtilities, or any dread of the power of either 
Pruſſia, whoſe-prohibition-is merely imaginary, or of France, who is 
not leſs: perplexed by the neighbourhood of our army, than by any 
other method that could have been taken of attacking her; for being 


obliged to have an equal force always in readineſs, to obſerve their 


motions, {he has not been able to ſend a new army againſt, the 


Auſtrians, but has been obliged to leave the Emperor at their 


mercy, and ſuffer them to recover Bohemia without bloodſhed, and 
eſtabliſh themſelves at leiſure in Bavaria, 

Nor is this, my Lords, the only advantage which has been gained 
by their reſidence in Flanders; for the United Provinces have been 
animated to a concurrence in the common cauſe, and have conſented 
ſo far to depart from their darling neutrality, as to ſend twenty thou- 


ſand of their forces to garriſon the barrier. Of which no man, | 


ſuppoſe, will ſay that it is not of great importance to the Queen of 
Hungary, ſince it ſets her free from the neceſſity of diſtracting her 
views, and dividing her forces for the defence of the moſt diſtant 
parts of her dominions at once; nor will it be affirmed, that this 
advantage could have probably been gained, without convincing gur 
allies of ſincerity, by ſending an army into the continent. 

If it be aſked, What is farther to be expected from theſe troops? 
it ought to-be remembered, my Lords, with how little propriety our 
miniſters can be rcquircd to make public a ſcheme of hoſtile opera- 
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tons, and how much we mould expoſe Sans our enemies, 
ould a precedent be eſtabliſhed by which our Generals would be 


FEB, 1 


wn at they 
ders has 


many, neapacitated to form any private defigns, and an end would be for 
pact by wer put to military ſecrecy. : 

w my What neceſſity there can be for propoſing cs like theſe, 
V any am not, indeed, able to diſcover, ſince the objections which have 


tors are 


i enter 
ther. 
Elector 
Hun- 
1y, and 
ow in. 
Ce ſeve. 


en made ſeem to proceed rather from obſtinacy than conviction z 
ind the reflections that have been vented, - ſeem rather the product of 
wit irritated by malevolence, than of reaſon enlightened by calm 
conſideration.” The miniſters have been reproached with Hanove- 
jan meaſures, without any proof that Hanover is to receive the leaſt 


thoſe who cannot ſhew how their country is injured, nor can prove 
tther that intereſt or faith would allow us to ſﬆ inactive in the 
reſent diſturbance of Europe, or that we could have n in any 


pew "WJ otter manner with equal efficacy. '* 
an It is ſo far from being either evident or true, my Lords, that 


who is 
Britain is ſacrificed to Hanover, that Hanover is evidently hazarded 


V by ber union with Britain. Had this electorate now any other 


b . * 5 .* * * o 
Dank Sovereign than the King of Great-Britain, it might have been 
e their. 3 8 
@ m ſecure by a neutrality, and have looked upon the miſeries of the 
+1 WY neighbouring provinces without any diminution of its people, or 
their | f 1 | | 
| diturbance of its tranquillity; nor could any danger be dreaded, 
, and 1 . . TM 

or any inconvenience be felt, but from an open declaration in favour 
I od the Pragmatic Sanction. | 
l Why the hire of the troops of any ;opnetionlne country: ſhould be 
been 
2 conſidered as an act of ſubmiſſion to it, or of dependency upon it, 


cannot diſcover; nor can J conceive for what reaſon the troops of 
Hanover ſhould be more dangerous, or leſs popular, at this than at 
any former time, or why the employment of them ſhould be con- 
ſdered as any particular regard. If any addition of dominion had 
deen to be purchaſed for the electorate by the united arms of the 
confederate army, I ſhould, perhaps, be inclined to cenſure the 
ſcheme, as contrary to the intereſt of my native country; nor ſhall 


thou- 
an, I 
en of 
y her 
ſtant 

this 
z our 


another nation at the expence of this. But to hire foreigners, of 
whatever country, only to ſave the blood of Britons, is, in my opi- 
nion, an inſtance of preference which ought to produce rather 
«knowledgments of gratitude, than ſallies of indignation, | 
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wantage; and have been charged with betraying their country by 
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any Lord more warmly oppoſe deſigns that may tend to aggrandiſe 
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. you with the exaltation of France, and the ruin of Europe. 


90 againſt 35. 


380 DEN ATE ON IS. 1 
Vpon the moſt exact ſurvey of this debate, I will boldly afiry, 
that I never heard in this Houſe a queſtion ſo untenable. in itſelf f 
obſtinately or fo warmly debated; but hope that the ſophiſtries which 
have been uſed, however artful, and the declamations which hayg 
been pronounced, however pathetic, . will have no effect upon your 
Lordfhips.” I hope, that as the other Houſe has already agreed ty 
ſupport. the auxiliaries which have been retained, and which haye 
been proved in this debate to be retained for the ſtrongeſt reaſons, 
and the moſt important purpoſes, your Lordſhips will ſhew, by re. 
jecting this motion, that you are not leſs willing to concur in the 
ſupport of public faith, and that you will not ſuffer poſterity to charge 


The queſtion was then put, and determined in the negativ by 


After the concluſion of os long della the miniſtry did not yet 
think their victory in repelling this cenſure ſufficiently apparent, un- 
leis a motion was admitted, which might imply a full and unlimited 
approbation of their meaſures; and therefore the Earl of Scarbo- 
rough roſe, and ſpoke to the following effect: My Lords, It has 
been juitly obſerved in the debate of this day, that the opinions of 
the people of Britain are regulated in a great meaſure by the deter- 


minations of this Houſe ; that they conſider this as the place where | 


truth and reaſon obtain a candid audience; as a place ſacred to 
Juſtice and to honour; into which · paſſion, partiality and faction have 
been very rarely known to intrude; and that they therefore watch our 
deciſions as the great rules of policy, and ſtanding maxims of right, 
and readily believe theſe meaſures neceſſary in which we + concur, 
and that conduct unblameable which has gained our approbation. 
This reputation, my Lords, we ought diligently to preſerve, by 


an unwearied vigilance for the happineſs of our fellow- ſubjects; and 
while we poſſeſs it, we ought likewiſe to employ its influence to 
-beneficial purpoſes, that the cauſe and the effect may reciprocally 


produce each other ; that the people, when the proſperity which they 


enjoy by our care, inclines them to repoſe in us an implicit confi- 
dence, may find that confidence a new ſource of feliciry ; that they 
may reverence us, becauſe they are ſecure and happy; and be ſecure 


and happy, becauſe they reverence us. 
This great end, my Lords, it will not be very difficult to attain; 
the foundation of this exalted * may eaſily be laid, and the 
| ſuper- 


"% 42 


ſyertruẽt 


to he unde 
bat they 
ul violenc 

To pre 
govern thi 


kelary th: 


public affa 
In their tr. 
ler the ſan 
we are fat 
or that wi 
ae in real 
But it 
ſillacious 
that we C 
falſehood 
For if we 
minal th: 
longer to 
it to be 
he at onc 

Of the 
pplicatic 
queſtion 
great ob 
much dif 
and exte! 
upon wh 
may be ! 
is too mi 
eaſily be 
without 
ments 1 
your Lo 
lay befo 
eaſily co 
may to r 
intel]; 


" 25.4 THE KINGS CONDUCT. 481 
ure raifed in à fhort time; the one may be laid too deep 
o be undermined, and the other built too firmly to be ſhaken ; ar 
aſt they can be rate oy by u ge and _ fet all exter- 
l violence at deflance. 
To preſerve the confidence of the people, and iy" * 
nern them without force, and without oppoſition, it is only ne- 
«fry that we never willingly deceive them; that we expoſe the 
ealons, wblic affairs to their view, ſo far as they ought to be made public 
by re- n 1 true ſtate; that we never ſuffer falſe reports to circulate un- 
in the ar he ſanction of our authority, nor give the nation reaſon to thitik 
charge i de are ſatisfied, when we are in reality ſuſpicious of illegal deſigns, 

r that we ſuſpect thoſe meaſures of latent miſchiefs with which we 
ve, h/ :« in reality completely ſatisfied. | 
| But it is not ſufficient, my Lords, that we publiſh curtis no 
fllacious repreſentations of our counſels; it is neceſſary likewiſe 
dat we do not permit them to be publiſhed, that we obviate every 
fllehood in its riſe, and propagate truth with our utmoſt diligence, 
For if we ſuffer the nation to be deceived, we are not much leſs cri- 
minal than thoſe who deceive it; at leaſt we muſt be confeſſed no 
longer to act as the guardians of the public happineſs, if we ſuffer 
it to be interrupted by the diſperſion of reports which we know to 
be at once falſe and pernicious. 

Of theſe principles, which I ſuppoſe will not be coltjelied; an eaſy 
plication” may be made to the buſineſs of the preſent" day. A 
queſtion has been debated with great addreſs, great ardour, and 
great obſlinacy, which is in itſelf, though not doubtful, yet very 
much diffuſed; complicated with a great number of circumſtances, 
nd extended to a multitude of relations; and 4s therefore a ſubjeR 
upon which ſophiſtry may very ſafely practiſe her arts, and which 
may be ſhewn in very different views to thoſe whoſe intellectual light 
i too much contracted to receive the whole object at once. It may 
ally be aſſerted by thoſe who have long been accuſtomed to affirm 
vithout ſcruple whatever they deſire to obtain belief, that the argu- 
nents in favour ef the motion, which has now been rejected by 
four Lordſhips, were unanſwerable; and it will be no hard taſk to 
lay before their audience ſuch reaſons as, though they have been 
eaſly confuted by the penetration and experience of your Lordſhips, 
may to men unacquainted with politics, ahd remote from the ſources 
intelligence, appear very formidable. | 1 


2 


4 


382 Db BEATE ON Donn. TH 
It is 1 not 3 that your Lordſhips 1 rejected i dance o 
former motion, and ſhewn that you do not abſolutely diſapprove th equen 
meaſures of the government, ſince it may be aſſerted, and with fon The E. 
appearance of reaſon, that barely not to admit a motion by which al Lords, T. 
the meaſures of the laſt year would have been at once overturned an ge confid 
annihilated, is no proof that they have been fully juſtified, an being con 
warmly confirmed, ſince many of the tranſactions might have bee dedit whi 
at leaſt doubtful, and yet this motion not have been proper. no longer 
In an affair of ſo great importance, my Lords, an affair in whic the people 
the intereſt of all the weſtern world is engaged, it is neceſſary (fi the ple 
take away all ſuſpicions, when the nation is about to be involved tion, to e 
'a war for the ſecurity of ourſelves and our poſterity; in a wat zitry the 
which, however proſperous, muſt be at leaſt expenſive, and whiciM- For thi 
is to be carried on againſt an enemy who, though not invincible, j the crime. 
in a very high degree powerful. It is ſurely proper to ſhew in the ful queſtic 
moſt public manner our conviction, that neither prudence nor fry publicly c 
gality has been wanting; that the inconveniencies which will b d we op) 
always felt in ſuch contentions, are not brought upon us by wan dem that 
tonneſs or negligence ; and that no care is omitted by which they nands of 
are alleviated, and that they may be borne more patiently, becauſe cf part 
they cannot be avoided. ready to | 
This atteſtation, my Lords, we can only give by a ſolemn addreſs freign i 

to his Majeſty of a tendency contrary to that of the motion now ,cve& to 
rejected; and by ſuch an atteſtation only can we hope to revive the In thel 
courage of the nation, to unite thoſe in the common cauſe of liberty notion; 
whom falſe reports have alienated or ſhaken, and to reſtore to his dawn fr 
Majeſty that confidence which all the ſubtilties of faction have been n my op 
employed to impair, I therefore move, than an humble Addreſs be a1. | 
preſented to his Majeſty, importing, © That in the unſettled and upon fad 
dangerous ſituation of affairs in Europe, the ſending a conſiderable only, XK 
body of Britiſh forces into the Auſtrian Netherlands, and augment- they are 
ing the ſame with 16000 of his Majeſty's electoral troops, and the ne inter 
Heſſians in the Britiſh pay, and thereby in conjunction with the Let u. 
Queen of Hungary, troops in the Low Countries, forming a great ally ay 
army for the ſervice of the common cauſe, was a wiſe, uſeful, and 
_ neceſſary meaſure, manifeſtly tending to the ſupport and encourage- I de wor 
ment of his Majeſty's allies, and the real and effectual aſſiſtance of WW ge 0 
the Queen of Hungary, and the reſtoring and maintaining 1 n our 
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| wlance- of power, and has br nee very advantageous 
ove t oonequences. 

The Earl of Ox rox p ſpoke next to 1 following eſe: bby 
Lords, The neceſſity of ſupporting our reputation, and of preſerving 
ned an ge confidence of the public, I am by no means inclined to diſpute, 
ed, an being convinced, that from the inſtant in which we ſhall loſe. the 
ve dee credit which our anceſtors have delivered down to us, we ſhall be 
no longer conſidered as a part of the legiſlature, but be treated by 
the people only as an Aſſembly of hirelings and dependents, convened 
the pleaſure of the Court to ratify its deciſions without examina- 
tion, to extort taxes, promote ſlavery, and to ſhare with the mi- 
ziſtry the crime and the infamy of cruelty and oppreſſion. 

For this reaſon it is undoubtedly proper, that we avoid not only 
the crime, but the appearance of dependence ;. and that every dqubt- 
ful queſtion ſhould be freely debated, and every pernicious poſition 
publicly condemned; and that when our deciſions are not agreeable 
to the opinion or expectations of the people, we ſhould at leaſt ſnew 
them that they are not the effects of blind compliance. with the de- 
mands of the miniſtry, or of an implicit reſignation to the direction 
of a party. We ought to ſhew, that we are unprejudiced, and 
ready to hear truth; that our determinations are not dictated by any 
foreigh influence, and that it will not be vain to inform us, or 
uſeleſs to petition us. | 

In theſe principles I agree with the noble Lord who dikes anda the 
motion; but in the conſequences .which are on this occaſion to be 
dawn from them, I cannot but differ very widely from him; for, 
in my opinion, nothing can ſo much impair our reputation, as an 
Addreſs like that which is propoſed ; an Addreſs not founded either 
upon facts or arguments, and from which the nation can collect 
only, that the protection of this Houſe is withdrawn from them, that 
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mY they are given up to ruin, and that they are to periſh as a ſacrifice to 
\ m the intereſt of Hanover. "> 
great Let us conſider what we are now invited to aſſert, and it will 
1 eaſily appear how well this motion is calculated to preſerve and to 
5 adrance the reputation of this Houſe. We are to aſſert, my Lords, 
* the propriety of a new war againſt the moſt. formidable power of 
1 the univerſe, at a time when we have been defeated and diſgraced 
ek in our conqueſts with a kingdom of inferior force, We are to 


&clare our readineſs to pay and to raiſe new taxes, ſince no war can 
| be 


_ RL. 5 Lenz. 442-3 
de carried on without them, at a time when our commerce, en, that 
great ſource of riches, is obſtructed; when the intereſt of debts co, dem, or 
trated during a long war, and a peace almoſt equally expenſive, Win anothe 
preying upon our eſtates, when the profits of the trade of ſutu I it be 1 
ages, and the rents of the inheritances of our lateſt deſcendants ae ſormer 
mortgaged; and what ought yet more to affect us, at a time hel ich coul 
che outcry of diſtreſs is univerſal, when the miſeries of hopeleſi te preſent 
poverty have ſunk the nation into deſpair, when induſtry ſcarcely e M Hcrife 
rains ſpirit ſufficient to continue her labours, and all the lower raub din y. 
— are overwwhelmed with the general calamit. For my 
There may perhaps be ſome among your Lordſhips ho m khance Ol 
think this repreſentation of the ſtate of the public exaggerated be ginſt the 
yond the truth. There are many in this Houſe who ſee no othefWMſicaulc | d 
ſoenes than the magnificence of feaſts, the gaieties of balls, and the lues equa 
do not eaſily believe what it is often their intereſt to doubt, that thigh Lord C 
luxury is ſupported by the diſtreſs of millions, and that this magni{Wlocds, Aft 
Aicence expoſes multitudes to nakedneſs and famine. It is my cuWis produ 
tom, when the buſineſs of the Senate is over, to retire to my eſtate) that 
in the country, where I live without noiſe, and without riot, and indtice ol 
take a calm and deliberate ſurvey of the condition of thoſe that in · ¶ ir oppo! 
habit the towns and villages about me. I -mingle in their converſaWinulc them 
tion, and hear their complaints; I enter their houſes, and find „ bought ri 
their condition that their complaints are juſt; I diſcover that they(ſecrtainly | 
are daily impoveriſhed, and that they are not able to ſtruggle undet i wponents. 
the enormous burthens of public payments, of which I am con- This, n 
vinced, chat they cannot be levied another year without exhauſtingf en promo 
the people, and ſpreading univerſal beggary over the nation. Court, m1 
What can be the opinion of the public, when they ſee an Addreſ f tough 1 | 
of this Houſe, by which new expences are recommended? Will they xe to it 
not think chat their ſtate is deſperate, and that they are ſold to And to 
ſlavery, from which nothing but inſurrections and bloodſhed can te- ¶ lle of ob 
leaſe them? If they retain any hopes of relief from this Houſe, therſ&hair to 
muſt ſoon be extinguiſhed, when. they find in the next clauſe, that» the imp 
we are funk to ſuch a degree of ſervility, as to acknowledge bene ft with my p 
- Which were neuer n wa n. ane our deliberatio 
army in Flanders. longer be 
f it be neceſſary, en to e b let us at ties are f 


leaſt endeavour 40 do it leſs graſsly; let us not attempt to perſuade 7 was 
2 | them, OL. I 
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tem, that thoſe forces have gained victories who . never ſeen an 
my, or that we are benefited by the tranſportation of our money 
"to another country. | 
it be neceſſary to cenſure thoſe noble Lords who have ſupported 
ke former motion, and to punith them for daring to uſe arguments 
wich could not be confuted ; for this is the apparent tendency of 
he preſent motion; let us not loſe all conſideration of ourſelves, 
wr ſacrifice the honour of the Houſe to the reſentment of the 
ginitry. | 
For my part, my Lords, I ſhall continue to avow my opinion in 
Liance of cenſures, motions and addreſſes; and as 1 ſtruggled 
zzinſt the former miniſtry, not becauſe I envied or hated them, bu 
kcauſe I diſapproved their conduct; I ſhall continue to oppoſe mea- 
res equally deſtructive with equal zeal, by whomſoever they are 
mjected, or by whomſoever patronized. 

Lord CaRTERET ſpoke next to the following purpoſe: My 
lords, After ſo full a defence of the former motion as the late debate 
us produced, it is rather with indignation than ſurprize, that FE 
hear that which is now offered, It has been for a long time the 
m{tice of thoſe who are ſupported only by their numbers, to treat 
their opponents with contempt, and whom they cannot anſwer to 
nſulc them 3 and motions have been made, not becauſe they were 
thought right by thoſe who offered them, but becauſe they would 
ertainly be carried, and would by being carried mortify their 
wponents. | 
This, my Lords, is the only intent of the preſent motion which 
can promote no uſeful purpoſe, and which, though it may flatter the 
Court, muſt be conſidered by the people as an inſult; and therefore, 


wree to it, 

And to ſhew, my Lords, that I do not oppoſe the miniſtry for the 
lake of obſtructing the public counſels, or of irritating thoſe whom I 
(elpair to defeat; and that I am not afraid of truſting my conduct 
b the impartial examination of poſterity, I ſhall beg leave to enter, 
with my proteſt, the reaſons which have influenced me in this day's 
®liberation, that they be conſidered when this queſtion ſhall no 
longer be a point of intereſt, and our preſent jealouſies and animo- 
ities are forgotten. 

llt was carried in the affirmative by 78 againſt 2 3 

Vox. II. Ce HOUSE 


tough I believe all oppoſition fruitleſs, I declare that I never will 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
February 21, 1742-3. 


DEBATE ON SPIRITUOUS LIQUoORs, 


THE Bill for altering the Duties on Spirituous Liquors, and per- 
mitting them again to be ſold with leſs Reſtraint, which was ſent i 
by the Commons to the Houſe of Lords, produced there very long ani 
ſerious Deliber. ations, to which the Lords had every Day each a parti« 

. cular Summons, as in Caſes of the higheſt Concern. 

The Bill was intitled, An Act for repealing certain Duties on dpi 
rituous Liquors, and on Licences for retailing the ſame, and fo 
laying other Duties on Spirituous Liquors, and on Licences fo 
retailing the ſaid Liquors. 

The Duties which were propoſed to be repealed, were thoſe laid by th 
Act q G. II. which permitted no Perſon to ſell Spirituous Liquir 
in leſs Quantity than two Gallons without a Licence, for which gol 
was to be paid. Ihereas by the new Bill a ſmall Duty per Gall 
was laid on at the Still-head, and the Licence was ta coft but 205 W6rmidable 
which was to be granted only to ſuch as had Licences for felling A., bufneſs i. 

On the Credit of this A, as ſoon as it was paſſed by the Commons, theW6uced to «+ 
Miniſtry borrowed a large Sum at 3 per Cent. but it was under-Wſne efnic: 
flood that the Sinking Fund was pledged as a collateral Security to puy ame conf 
any Deficiency. that regar. 

In about a Fortnight this Bill poſed all the Forms in the Houſe Cm quiſhed th 
mons, almoſt without Oppaſition ; and with little or no Alteration fr dergy, a. 
the Scheme brought into the Committee on Ways and Means for rain * made le 
the Supply for the current Year, by Ar. Sandys, then Chancellor 6 (own, anc 

"the Exchequer. ments be 
It was immediately carried up to the Hauſe of Lords, where it was real confulions 
for the firſt Time on the 15th of February; and ordered a ſecont WM promoted 
reading on the 224. unneceſſay 

On that Day the Commiſſuners of Brcike W to an Order of e A law 
Houſe, brought an Account of the Sums ariſing ly the laſt At, and 6 tis Houſ 
yearly Account for ſeveral Years paſt ; and attending were interrogated mong us 


concerning the Laecution of the laſt Aa, is progre 
5 Tit 
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ally put in force, and Qugſtions of the ſame Kind were aſked by 
[rd Lonſdale and others; to which the Commuſſioners anſivered, 
hat it had been diligently and vigorouſly executed ſo far as they or their 
Offices had Power to enfarce it; but that the Fuſtices had not always 
hen equally zealous in ſeconding their Endeavours ; and that it was 


£ inþoſſible to diſcover all the petty Dealers by whom it was infringed, 

WT iris Liguors till continuing to be ſold in ſmall obſcure Shops, and 
and per at the Corners of the Streets. 
s ſent ii Alion was alſo made, that three of the Phyſicians of moſt Note for 
long ani their Learning and Experience, ſhould be ſummoned to "attend the 
a parti. Houſe, to declare their Opinion with Regard to the Eci of Spiri- 


aus Liquors upon the human Body. But this was rejctted by 33 
on Spiel. aoain/? 17. | 


and fofY Bill was read the Sei Time on the Day appointed, when the rel 

aces fo tim being put, whether it ſhould be committed, Lord HERvey roſe, 
ard ſpoke to the following Effect: 

d by th My Lords, Though I doubt not but the bill now v before us will 

Ligue promoted in this Houſe, by the ſame influence by which it has 


keen conducted through the other; yet I hope its ſucceſs will be very 
lffecent, and that thoſe arts by which its conſequences, however 
ut 205M vrmidable, have been hitherto concealed, or by which thoſe whoſe 
ing Ale WMbubneſs it was to have detected and expoſed them, have been in- 
ont, the tuced to turn their eyes aſide, will not be praCtiſed here with the 
under- fine efficacy, though they ſhould happen to be atttempted with the 


ih 50] 
Gall 


ty ts pe ime confidence. I hope that zeal for the promotion of virtue, and 


that regard to public happineſs, which has on all occaſions diſtin- 
of Com-WQuilhed this illuſtrious Aſſembly, will operate now with uncommon 
ion ſro cwergy, and prevent the approbation of a bill, by which vice is to 
r raiſing made legal, by which the fences of ſubordination are to be thrown 
cellor bonn, and all the order of ſociety, and decency of regular eftabliſh- 

nents be obliterated by univerſal licentiouſneſs, and loſt in the wild 
as read confuſions of debauchery ; of debauchery encouraged by law, and 
2 ſecond promoted for the ſupport of meaſures expenſive, ridiculous and 

unneceſſary, 
r of e 4 law of ſo pernicious a tended ſhall, at leaſt, not paſs through 


and a is Houſe without oppoſition ; nor ſhall drunkenneſs be eſtabliſhed 


rrogated mong us without the endeavour of one voice, at leaſt to withhold 


io progreſs; for I now declare that I oppoſe the dennen of this 
Tit G 2 2 bill, 


my Biſhop of Oxford particularly enquired, whether it had been effec-. 
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bill, and that I am determined to continue my oppoſition to it in all 
the ſteps by which the forms of our Houſe make it AMY that it 
ſhould paſs before it can become a law, 
Nor do I ſpeak, my Lords, on this 8 with that diſtru 
and mental heſitation which are both natural and decent, whey 
queſtions are dubious, when probability ſeems to be almoſt equal 
divided, when truth appears to hover between two parties, and by 


tion ro 
jerniciour 
ſill ſhoot 
infect ſoc 


turns to favour every ſpeaker; when ſpecious arguments are urged ani lam tl 
both ſides, and the number of circumſtances to be collected, and off oainſt th 
relations to be adjuſted is ſo great, that an exact and indubitable de. ing them 
ciſion is ſcarcely to be attained by human reaſon, I do not, my ve, and 
Lords, now ſpeak with the diffidence of enquiry, or the uncertainty] ny deſigr 
of conjecture, nor imagine that I am now examining a political ex. ¶ uderſtoo 
pedient of which the ſucceſs can only be perfectly known by experi- 4 mul 
ence, and of which therefore no man can abſolutely determine, cient to 
whether it will be uſeful or pernicious, or a metaphyſical difficulty] this hatef 
which may be diſcuſſed for ever without being decided. with that 
In conſidering this bill, my Lords, I proceed upon ſtated and in- ef at pre 
variable principles. I have no facts to examine but ſuch as to the «f your I 
laſt degree are notorious, ſuch as have been experienced every gard to it 
hour, ſince the exiſtence of ſociety; and ſhall appeal not to tranſitory guments 
opinions, or caſual aſſertions, but to the laws of all civiliſedM viich it 
nations, and to the determinations of every man whoſe wiſdom or The fu 
virtue have given him a claim to regard, lttle reliè 
All the decrees of all the legiſlators of the earth, or the declaration nents, tt 
of wiſe men, all the obſervations which nature furniſhes, and all the porary, a 
examples which hiftory affords, concur in condemning this bill before] flow the | 
* us as a bill injurious to ſociety, deſtructive of private virtue, and by It is x 
conſequence of public happineſs, detrimental to the human fpecies,f defling, 
and therefore ſuch as ought to be rejected in that Aſſembly to which} 's employ 
the care of the nation is committed; that Aſſembly which ought toW © limbs 
meet only fon the benefit of mankind, and of which the reſolution] lower cla 
ought to have no other end than the ſuppreſſion of thoſe vices V ſhips, wh 
which the happineſs of life is obſtructed or impaired. concaten: 
The bill now before you, my Lords, is fundamenially wrong, er large 
it is formed upon a hateful project of increafing the conſumption lil poor; tha 
ſpirituous liquors, and conſequently of promoting drunkenneſs among ò indebt: 
a people reproached already for it throughout the whole world. br its ea 
contains ſuch a concatenation of enormities, teems with ſo vaſt . bat the | 


I numbe 
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qumber of miſchiefs, and therefore produces, in thoſe minds that at- 
end to its nature, and purſue its conſequences, ſuch endleſs variety 
of zrguments. againſt it, that the memory is perplexed, the imagina- 


it in al 
y, that it 


* diftry ton crowded, and utterance overburthened. Before any one of its 
t, when pernicious effects is fully dilated a thouſand other appear, the hydra 
equal fill ſhoots out new heads, and every head vomits out new poiſon to 


„and by infect ſociety, and lay the nation deſolate. 


irged onf 
j and 0 | 


able de. 


[ am therefore at a loſs, my Lords, not how to raife arguments 
gainſt this bill, which cannot be read or mentioned without furniſh- 
ing them by thouſands ; but how to methodiſe thoſe that occur to 
not, my ne, and under what heads to range my thoughts, that I may purſue 
ertainty my deſign without confuſion, that I may underſtand myſelf and be 
tical ex. underſtood by your Lordſhips. 
exper. A multitude of conſiderations are obvious, all of importance ſuf- 
fcient to claim attention, and to outweigh the advantages propoſed by 
this hateful bill, but which cannot all be mentioned, or at leaſt not 
with that exactneſs which they deſerve: I ſhall therefore confine my- 
kf at preſent to three conſiderations, and ſhall entreat the attention 
of your Lordſhips, while I examine the bill now before us, with re- 


ermine, 


1fficulty 


and in- 
to the 
d every 
anſitory 
erviliſed 
Jom or 


guments by which it has been hitherto ſupported, and the effects 
waich it will have on the ſinking fund. 

The firſt head, my Lords, is ſo copious, that I find myſelf very 
little relieved by the diviſion which I have made. The moral argu- 
rations WJ ments, though ſeparated from thoſe which are either political or tem- 
all the porary, are ſufficient to over-power the ſtrongeſt reaſon, and over- 
before flow the moſt extenſive comprehenſion. 
and by It is not neceſſary, I ſuppoſe, to ſhow that health of body is a 
fpecies, i diefling, that the duties of life in which the greateſt part of the world 

which 15 employed, require vigour and activity, and that to want ſtrength 
ught to of limbs and to want the neceſſary ſupports of nature, are to the 
lution lower claſſes of mankind the ſame. I need not obſerve to your Lord- 
ces V ſhips, whoſe legiſlative character obliges you to conſider the general 
concatenation of ſociety, that.all the advantages which high ſtations 
or large poſſeſſions can confer, are derived from the labours of the 
poor; that to the plough and the anvil, the loom and the quarry, pride 
is indebted for its magnificence, Juxury for its dainties, and delicacy 
or its eaſe, A very little conſideration will be ſufficient to ſhow, 
that the low eſt orders of mankind ſupply commerce with manufac- 
Cc 3 turers, 


ng, 28 
tion 0 
among 
d. It 
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rad to its influence on the health and morals of the people, the ar- 
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te rejecte: 


will exhib 


turers, navigation with mariners, and war with ſoldiers that the 
conſtitute the ſtrength and riches of every nation ; and that, thougl 


they generally move only by ſuperior direction, they are the im- No fo01 
diate ſuppport of the community; and that without their coneuf and comn 
rence, policy would project in vain, wiſdom would end in id the ſtreets 
ſpeculation, and the determinations of this Aſlembly would be empire of t 
ſounds. the artific 
It is therefore, my Lords, of the utmoſt importance, that I what will 
practices ſhould be ſuppreſſed by which the lower orders of the people for be wil 
are enfeebled and enervated ; for if they ſhould be no longer able H diligence; 
bear fatigues, or hardſhips, if any epidemical weakneſs of bod which he 
ſhould be diffuſed among them, our power muſt be at an end, 0 But ſuc 
mines would be an uſeleſs treaſure, and would no longer afford uM able to c 
either the weapons of war, or the ornaments of domeſtic elegance find him 
we ſhould no longer give law to mankind by our naval power, nil and thoſe 
ſend out armies to fight for the liberty of diſtant nations. We {hou] will ſoon 
no longer ſupply the markets of the continent with our commoditie vill beco 
or ſhare in all the advantages which nature has beſtowed upon diſtani in miſery 
countries; for all theſe, my Lords, are the effects of indigent in Nor, 
duſtry, and mechanic labour. ſuch nun 
- All theſe bleſſings or conveniencies are procured by that ſtrength moltitud 
of body, which nature has beſtowed upon the natives of this count lic. TI 
who have hitherto been remarkably robuſt and hardy, able to ſuppot bis limbs 
long fatigues, and to contend with the inclemency of rigoroug to which 
climates, the violence of ſtorms, and the turbulence of waves, an increaſed 
who have therefore extended their conqueſts with uncommon ſucces burthen 
and been equally adapted to the toils of trade and of war, and have trader ot 
_ excelled thoſe who endeavoured to rival them either in the praiſe oi © the pe 
workmanſhip or of valour. harveſt, 


But, my Lords, if the uſe of ſpirituous liquors be encouraged, ad raiſe 


their diligence, which can only be ſupported by health, will quick That 


languiſh ; every day will diminiſh the numbers of the manufactuiet YM beighter 
and by conſequence augment the price of labour; thoſe who continu] Mood, t 
to follow their employments, will be partly enervated by corruption, contrac 
and partly made wanton by the plenty which the advancement of ther] order th 
wages will afford them, and partly by the knowledge that no degree exaſper: 
of negligence will deprive them of that employment in which ther which t 
will be none to ſucceed them. All our commodities, therefore, wil gard to 
be wrought with leſs care and at a higher price, and therefore, will any tin 
| be 
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4 toe be rejected at foreign markets in favour of thoſe which other nations 
t, thou vin exhibit of more value, and yet at a lower rate. 

he imme No ſooner, my Lords, will this bill make drunkenneſs unexpenſive 

r concur and commodious, no ſooner will ſhops be opened in every corner of 
d in jade ſtreets, in every petty village, and in every obſcure cellar for the 


retail of theſe liquors, than the work- rooms will be forſaken, when 
the artificer has by the labour of a ſmall part of the day procured 
what will be ſufficient to intoxicate him for the remaining hours; 
for he will hold it ridiculous to waſte any part of his life in ſuperfluous 
dligence, and will readily aſſign to merriment and frolicks that time 


be empt 


that 49 
he peopl 


r able td 


of bod which he now ſpends in uſeful occupations. 
end, ou But ſuch is the quality of theſe liquors, that ne will not long be 
afford u able to divide his life between labour and debauchery, he will ſoon 


levance WM find himſelf diſabled by his exceſſes from the proſecution of his work, 
wer, no and thoſe ſhops which were before abandoned for the ſake of pleaſure, 
e ſhoud vill ſoon be made deſolate by fickneſs ; thoſe who were before idle, 


will become diſeaſed, and either periſh by untimely deaths, or . 
in miſery and want, an uſeleſs burthen to the public. 

Nor, my Lords, will the nation only ſuffer by the deduction of 
ſuch numbers from uſeful employments, but by the addition of great 


modities 
1 diſtant 
gent in 


ſtrengii nvititudes to thoſe who muſt be ſupported by the charity of the pub- 
county ic. The manufacturer, who by the uſe of ſpirituous liquors weakens 
 fupporfi dis limbs or deftroys his health, at once takes from the community 


rigorougſſ to which! he belongs, a member by which the common ſtock was 
es, and increaſed, and by leaving a helpleſs family behind him, increaſes the 
ſuccel;Wſ burthen which the common ſtock muſt neceſſarily ſupport. And the 


ad have 
raiſe o 


trader or huſbandman is obliged to pay more towards the maintenance 
of the poor, by the ſame accident which diminiſhes his trade or his 
larveſt, which takes away part of the aſſiſtance which he received, 


uraged, Ml 4nd raiſes the price of the reſt. 
quickly That theſe liquors, my Lords, liquors of which the ſtrength 1s 
tures heightened by diſtillation, have a natural tendency to inflame the 


2ntinu]ſ 000d, to conſume the vital juices, deſtroy the force of the veſiels, 
contract the nerves, and weaken the ſine ws, that they not only diſ- 
order the mind for a time, but by a frequent ule precipitate old age, 
exaſperate diſeaſes, and multiply and increaſe all the infirmities to 
which the body of man is liable, is generally known to all whoſe re- 
zard to their own health, or ſtudy to preſerve that of others, has at 
any time engaged them in ſuch enquiries, and would have been 
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more clearly explained to your Lordſhips, had the learned dean 
been ſuffered to have given their opinions on this * as was 
yeſterday propoſed. 

Why that propoſal was rejected, my e 5 what 1 in 
che diſcuſſion of fo important a queſtion, an y kind of evidence Wa 
refuſed, poſterity will find it difficult to explain, without i imputing to 
your Lordſhips ſuch motives as, I hope, will never operate in this 


Aſſembly. It will be, perhaps, thought that the danger was generally 
known, though not acknowledged ; and that thoſe who reſolved to 


paſs the bill, had no other care than to obſtruct ſuch informations a5 
might prove to mankind, that they were incited by other * than 
that of promoting the public good, 

It is not, however, neceſſary that any very curious enquiries 
ſhould be made for the diſcovery of that which, indeed, cannot be 
concealed, and which every man has an opportunity of remarking 
that paſſes through the ſtreets. 


So public, ſo enormous, and ſo pernicious has been this dreadful] 


method of debauchery, that it has excited and baffled the diligence of 


the magiſtrates, who have endeavoured to ſtop its progreſs or hinder 


its effects. They found their efforts ineffectual, and their diligence 
not only not uſeful to the public, but dangerous to themſelves, 
They quickly experienced, my Lords, the folly of thoſe laws which 
puniſh crimes inſtead of preventing them; they found that legal au- 
thority had little influence, when oppoſed to the madneſs of multi- 
tudes intoxicated with ſpirits, and that the voice of juſtice was but 
very little heard amidſt the clamours of riot and drunkenneſs. 
We live, my Lords, in a nation, where the effects of ſtrong 
Iiquors have been for a long time too well Known; we know that 


they produce in almoſt every one a high opinion of his own merit; 


that they blow the latent ſparks of pride into flame, and, therefore, 


deſtroy all voluntary ſubmiſſion ; they put an end to ſubordination, 


and raiſe every man to an equality with his maſter, or his governor, 


They repreſs all that awe by which men are reſtrained within the 
limits of their proper ſpheres, and incite every man to preſs upon him 
that ſtands before him, that ſtands in the place of which that ſudden 


elevation of heart, which drunkenneſs beſtows, makes him think 


himſelf more worthy. 


Pride, my Lords, is the parent, and intrepidity the foſterer of re- 
ſentment; for this reaſon, men are almoſt always inclined, in their 
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Ebauches, to quarrels and to blood-ſhed ; they think more highly of 
heir own merit, and, therefore, more readily conclude themſelves 
tuned; they are wholly diveſted of fear, inſenſible of preſent dan - 
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ger, ſuperior to all authority, and therefore, thoughtleſs of future 
puniſhment 3 and what then can hinder them from expreſſing. their 
eentment with the moſt offenſive freedom, or radu their revenge 
vith the moſt daring violence. | 
Thus, my Lords, are forgotten diſputes often revived, and after 
king been long reconciled, are at laſt terminated by blows ; thus 
re lives deſtroyed upon the moſt trifling occaſions, upon provoca- 
tons often imaginary, upon chimerical points of honour, where he 


#ho gave the oftence, perhaps without deſign, ſupports it only be- 
cauſe he has given it ; and he who reſents it, purſues his reſentment 
only becauſe he will not acknowledge his miſtake. 

Thus are lives loſt, my Lords, at a time, when thoſe aka ſet 
dem to hazard, are without conſciouſneſs of their value, without 
ſenſe of the laws which they violate, and without regard to any mo- 
tyes but the immediate influence of rage and malice. 

When we conſider, my Lords, theſe effects of drunkenneſs, it 
can be no ſubject of wonder, that the magiſtrate finds himſelf over- 
borne by a multitude united againſt him, and united by general de- 


baucher y. 


Government, my Lords, ſubſiſts upon reverence, and 


what reverence can be paid to the laws, by a crowd, of which every 


man is exalted by the enchantment of thoſe intoxiczting ſpirits, to 
the independence of a monarch, the wiſdom of a legiſlator, and the 
intrepidity of a hero? when every man thinks thoſe laws oppreſſive 
that oppoſe the execution of his preſent intentions, and conſiders 
every magiſtrate as his perſecutor and enemy? _ 

Laws, my Lords, ſuppoſe reaſon; for who ever attempted to 
reſtrain beaſts but by force ; and, therefore, thoſe that propoſe the 
promotion of public happineſs, which can be produced only by an 
exact conformity to good laws, ought to endeavour to preſerve what 
may properly be called the public reaſon ; they ought to prevent a, 
general depravation of the faculties of thoſe whoſe benefit is intended, 
and whoſe obedience is required; they ought to take care that the 
laws may be known, for how elle can they be obſerved? and how 
an they be known, or at leaſt, how can they be remembered in the. 
beats of drunkenneſs ? 


That 


Fg 
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| That the laws are univerſally neglected and defied among the lows 
cas of mankind, among thoſe whoſe want of the lights of knowlede 
and inſtruction, makes poſitive and compulſory directions more ne 
ceſſary for the regulation of their conduct, is apparent from the re 
prelentation of the magiſtrates, in which the general diſorders of th; 


great city, the open wickedneſs, the daring inſolence, and unbounded 


licentiouſneſs of the common people, is very juſtly deſcribed, 

Their wickedneſs and inſolence, my Lords, is indeed ſuch, tha 
order is almoſt at an end, rank no longer confers reſpect, nor doe 
-dignity afford ſecurity. 
robberies, and that inſenſibility with which debauchery arms the mind 
-equally againſt.fear and'pity, frequently aggravates the guilt of rob 
bery with greater crimes ; thoſe who are ſo unhappy as to fall inte 
the hands of thieves, heated by ſpirits into madmen, ſeldom eſcap 
without ſuffering greater cruelties than the loſs of money. 

bat the uſe of theſe poiſonous draughts quickly debilitates th 
limbs, and deſtroys the ſtrength of the body; however this quality 
may impair our manufactures, . weaken our armies, and diminiſh out 
commerce; however it may reduce our fleets to an empty ſhow, and 
enable our enemies to triumph in the field, or our rivals to ſupplant 


us in the market, can ſcarcely, my Lords, come under conſideration 


when we reflect how debauchery operates upon the morals. 

It is happy, my Lords, that thoſe who are inclined to miſchief, are 
diſabled in a ſhort time from executing their intentions, by the ſame 
"cauſes which excite them; that they are obliged to ſtop in the career 
of their crimes, that they are preſerved from the hand of the execu- 
tioner by the liquor which expoſes them to it, and that palſies eithe 


difable them from purſuing * W or fevers put an end to 


their lives. | 
It is happy, my Lords, that what is thus violent, cannot be 
laſting; that thoſe lives which are employed in miſchief, are generally 
ſhort ; and that ſince it is the quality of this malignant liquor to C0r- 
rnpt the mind, it likewiſe deſtroys the body. | 

But this effect, my Lords, is not conſtant or regular; men ſome- 
times continue for many years, to ſupply the expences of drunkenneſs 
by rapine, and to exaſperate the fury of rapine by drunkenneſs, 
And, therefore, though there could be any one ſo regardleſs of the 
happineſs of mankind, as to look, without concern, upon them 
"08 | : who 
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ie lowe who hurry themſelves to the grave with poiſon, he may yet be incited 
owled oi y bis own intereſt to prevent the progreſs of this practice, a practice 
ore ne which tends to the ſubverſion of all ory; and the deſtruction of all 


the re happineſs. | 
of thi t is well known, my Ter that public pied muſt be on a 
ound {:ted proportion to public virtue; that mutual truſt is the cement of 
pciety, and that no man can be truſted but as he is reputed honeſt. 
To promote truſt, my Lords, is the apparent tendency of all laws. 
When the ties of morality are enforced by penal ſanctions, men are 
more afraid to violate them, and therefore, are truſted with leſs 
langer; but when they no longer fear the law, they are to be 
reſtrained only by their conſciences; and if neither law nor conſcience 
has any influence upon their conduct, they are only a herd of wild 
beaſts, let looſe to prey upon each other, and every man will inflict 
or ſuffer pain, as he meets with one ſtronger or weaker than himſelf. 
Thus, -my Lords, will all authority ceaſe, property will become 
langerous to him that poſleſſes it, and confuſion will overſpread the 
whole community; nor can it be eaſily conceived, by the moſt ex- 
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v, andi tenſive comprehenſion how far the miſchiefs may ſpread, or where 
pplan the chain of deſtructive conſequences will end. 
ration If we conſider our fleet or our army, my Lords, it is apparent, 


that neither obedience nor fidelity can be expected from men upon 
whom all the ties of morality, and all the ſanctions of law have loſt 
their influence ; they will mutiny without fear, and deſert without 
fruple, and like wild beaſts, will, upon the leaſt provocation, turn 
upon thoſe by whom they ought to be-governed. | 

But drunkenneſs, my Lords, not only corrupts men, by taking 
away the ſenſe of thoſe reſtraints by which they are generally kept in 
awe, and withheld from the perpetration of villainies, but by ſuper- 
zuding the temptations of poverty, temptations not eaſily to be 
reliſted, even by thoſe whoſe eyes are open to the conſequences of _ 
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) COT their actions, and which, therefore, will certainly prevail over thoſe 

whoſe apprehenſions are laid aſleep, and who never extend their 
ſome- views beyond the gratification of the preſent moment. | 
nnels i Drunkenneſs, my Lords, is the parent of idleneſs ; for no man 
= can apply himſelf to the buſineſs of his trade, either while he is drink- 
1 tne 


ing, or when he is drunk. Part of his time is ſpent in jollity, and 
part in imbecillity; when he is amidſt his companions he is too gay 


to think of the conſequences of —— his employment; and 
| when 


them 
Who 
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when he has overburthened himſelf with liquor,, he is too feeble 2 


too ſtupid to follow it. evular indi 
Poverty, my Lords, is the offspring of e as ilench bas, and 
; drunkenneſs; the drunkard's work is little and his expences ar unity o 
great; and, therefore, he muſt ſoon fee his family diſtreſſed, and i 1nduſtry 
ſubſtance reduced to nothing: and, ſurely, my Lords, it needs nc dlicable 
much ſagacity to diſcover what will be the conſequence of poyert nd diſſipat 
produced by vice. ak which 
It is not to be ede, my FR that a man ha contigs wil aervated | 
be warned by the approach of miſery, that he will recolle& his un kad, cann 
derſtanding, and awaken his attention; that he will apply himſelf de; wh 
his buſineſs with new diligence, endeavour to recover, by an increa(@Mftigue ; a 
of application, what he has loſt by inattention, and make the re vat applic: 
membrance of his former vices, and the difficultiesand diſeaſes which iſuſed, or 
they brought upon him, an incitement to his induſtry, a confirmation In this 1 
of his reſolution, and a ſupport to his virtue. | WT tion is de 
That this is, indeed, poſſible, I do not intend to deny, but th terefore, 
bare poſſibility of an event ſo deſirable, is the utmoſt that can b Theſe tho! 
admitted; for it can ſcarcely be expected, that any man ſhould be kme miſc: 
able to break through all the obſtacles that will obſtruct his return ready. trie 
to honeſty and wiſdom ; his companions will endeavour to continugh They do 
the infatuating amuſements which have ſo long deluded him; his apud at we 
petite will aſſiſt their ſolicitations ; the deſire of preſent eaſe, by which He, there 
all mankind are ſometimes led aſide from virtue, will operate with zſociatior 
unuſual ſtrength; ſince, to retreive his miſconduct, he muſt not uſted thi 
only deny himſelf the pleaſure which he has ſo long indulged, but our, to 
mult bear the full view of his diſtreſs from which he will naturally] family in 
turn aſide his eyes. The general difficulty of reformation will niſerable 
" incline him to ſeek for eaſe by any other means, and to delay that and hunts 
amendment which he knows to be neceſſary, from hour to hour, to wiſh o 
and from day to day, till his reſolutions are too much weakened to the ſecuri 
prove of any effect, and his habits confirmed beyond oppoſition. night be 
At length, neceſſity, immediate neceſſity, preſſes upon him; bi Theſe, 
family is made clamorous by want, and his calls of nature and ef from the 


luxury are equally importunate; he has now loſt his credit in the juſtly ala 
- «world, and none will employ him, becauſe none will truſt him, of groſſed, 
employment cannot immediately be, perhaps, obtained; becauſe his that atte! 
place has for a long time been ſupplied by others. And, even if he Amon 


could obtain a re- admiſſion to his former buſineſs, his wants are nov by a zeal 
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o great and too preſſing to be ſupplied by the low methods of 
erilar induſtry; he muſt repair his loſſes by more efficacious expe- 
tents, and muſt find ſome methods of acquilition, by which the im- 
prtunity of his creditors may be ſatisfied. e 

Induſtry is now, by long habits of idleneſs, become almoſt 5 im- 
ndicable; his attention having been long amuſed by pleaſing objects, 
nd diſſipated by jollity and merriment, is not readily recalled to a 
a which is unpleaſing, becauſe it is enjoined ; and his limbs 
mervated by hot and ſtrong liquors, liquors of the moſt pernicious 
ind, cannot ſupport the fatigues neceſſary in the practice of his 
nde; what was once wholeſome exerciſe is now inſupportable 
ftizue ; and he has not now time to habituate himſelf by degrees to 
hat application which he has intermitted, that labour which he * 
liuſed, or thoſe arts which he has forgotten. | 

ln this ſtate, my Lords, he eaſily perſuades himſelf, that his con- 
tion is deſperate, that no legal methods will relieve him; and that, 
herefore, he has nothing to hope but from the efforts of deſpair. 
Theſe thoughts are quickly confirmed by his companions, whom the 
me miſconduct has reduced to the ſame diſtreſs, and who have al- 
ſeady tried the pleaſures of being ſupported by the labour of others. 
They do not fail to explain to him the poffibility of ſudden affluence, 
ind at worſt to celebrate the ſatisfaction of ſhort-lived merriment. 
lle, therefore, engages with them in their nocturnal expeditions, an 
Aociation of wickedneſs is formed, and that man, who before he 
ated this infatuating liquor, contributed every day, by honeſt la- 
bour, to the happineſs or convenience of life, who ſupported his 
family in decent plenty, and was himſelf at eaſe, become at once 
niſerable and wicked; is deteſted as a nuiſance by the community, 
and hunted by the officers of juſtice ; nor has mankind any thing now 
to wiſh or hope with regard to him, but that by his ſpeedy deſtruction, 
the ſecurity of the roads may be reſtored, and the tranquillity of the 
tight be ſet free from the alarms of robbery and murder. 

Theſe, my Lords, are the conſequences which neceſſarily enſue 
from the uſe of thoſe pernicious, thoſe infatuating ſpirits, which have 
juſtly alarmed every man whom pleaſure or floth has not wholly en- 
groſſed, and who has ever looked upon the various ſcenes of life with 
that attention which their importance demand. 

Among theſe, my Lords, the clergy have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 


by a zealous oppoſition to this growing evil, and have warned their 
| | | hearers 
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| heomrs with hs warmeſt concern againſt the miſery and wickedneſ. 
' which muſt always be the attendants or the followers of drunkenneſz 
One among them, whoſe merit has raiſed him to a ſeat in thi 


auguſt Aﬀembly, and whoſe inſtructions are enforced by the ſanctity of 


his life, has, in a very cogent and pathetical manner diſplayed the 


enormity of this deteſtable ſin, the univerſality of its prevalence, and 
the malignity of its effects; and in his diſcourſe on the infirmary 


of this city, has obſerved with too much juſtneſs, that the loweſt 


the people are infected with this ien, and that even neceſſity is become 
luxurious. 

Many other authorities + might be produced, and "al others [ 
bave now in my hand; but the recital of them would waſte the day 
to no purpoſe : for ſurely-it is not neceſſary to ſhow by a long deduc- 
tion of authorities the guilt of drunkenneſs, or to prove that it 
weakens the body, or that it depraves the mind, that it makes man- 
kind too feeble for labour, too indolent for application, too ſtupid 
for ingenuity, and too daring for the peace of ſociety. 

This, ſurely, my Lords, is therefore a vice, which ought with the 
utmoſt care to be diſcouraged by thoſe whoſe birth or ſtation has 
conferred upon them the province of watching over the public hap- 
pinefs ; and which ſurely no proſpect of preſent advantage, no argu- 
ments of political convenience, will prevail n this Houſe to 
promote. 

That the natural and evident er of this bill is the propagation 
of drunkenneſs, cannot be denied, when it is conſidered, that it will 
increaſe the temptations to it by making that liquor, which is the 
favourite of the common people, more common, by multiplying the 


places at which it is ſold, ſo that none can want an opportunity of 


yielding to any ſudden impulſe of his appetite, which will ſolicit him 
more powerfully and more inceſſantly as they are more frequently 
and more eaſily gratified. | 

In defence of a bill like this, my Ck it . be expected, 
that at leaſt, many ſpecious arguments ſhould be offered. It may 


i be juſtly hoped that no man will riſe up in oppoſition to all laws of 
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of every human "alk wi having formed ſuch a train of argu- 
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ens as will not eaſily be diſconcerted, or having formed at leaſt 
ich a chain of ſophiſtry as cannot be broken but with difficulty. *._ 

And yet, my Lords, when I conſider what has been offered by all 
io have hitherto appeared either in public aſſemblies, or in private 
anverſationg as advocates for this bill, I can ſcarcely believe, that 
hey perceive themſelves any force in their own arguments; and am 
{clined to conclude, that they ſpeak only to avoid the imputation of, 
king able to fay nothing i in defence of their own ſcheme ; that their 
Joe is not to convince by their reaſons, but to overpower by their 
wnbers ; that they are themſelves influenced not by reaſon, but by 
xceſſty ; and that they only encourage luxury, becauſe money is to 
the day e raiſed for the execution of their ſchemes ;. and they imagine, that 
deduc- Wiſe people will pay more chearfully for liberty to n their arpe - 
that it urs, than for any other enjoyment. 
man- The arguments which have been offered, my Lords, i in vindication 
ſtupid Mc this bill, or atleaſt which I have hitherto heard, are only two, and 

| hoſe two ſo unhappily aſſociated, that they deſtroy each other; what- 
ith the aer ſhall be urged to enforce the ſecond, muſt in the ſame proportion 
n has Winalidate the firſt; and whoever ſhall aſſert, that the firſt is ih: muſt. 
e hap- Winit that the ſecond is falſe. oy 
argu- Bl Theſe: poſitions, my Lords, the unlucky poſitions which are laid 
le to town by the defenders of this pernicious bill are, that it will ſupply- 
the neceſſities of the government with a very large ſtanding revenue, 
m the credit of which, ſtrengthened by the additional ſecurity of 
te ſinking fund, a ſum will be advanced ſufficient to ſupport the ex- 
ences of a foreign war; and that at the ſame time it will leſſen the 
conſumption of the liquors from whence this duty is to ariſe. | 

By what arts of political ratiocination theſe propoſitions are to 
le reconciled, I am nat able to diſcover. It appears evident, my 
Lords, that large revenues can only be raiſed by the ſale of large 
quantities ; and that larger quantities will in reality be ſold, as the 
pice is little or nothing raiſed, and the venders are greatly increaſed. 

If this will not be the effect, my Lords, and if this effe& is not 
expeted, why is this bill propoſed as ſufficient to raiſe the immenſe. 
ums which our preſent exigencies require? Can duties be paid with- 
rgu- out conſumption of the commodity on which they are laid? and is 
160 here any other uſe of ſpirituous liquors than that of drinking them? 

g durely, my Lords, it is not expected, that any arguments ſhould 
ents e admitted in this Houſe without examination; and yet it might be 
8 juſtly 
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hearers with th warmeſt concern againſt the miſery and wickedneſ 
which muſt always be the attendants or the followers of drunkennes! 
One among them, whoſe merit has raiſed him to a ſeat in thi, 
auguſt Aſſembly, and whoſe inſtructions are enforced by the ſanQity 0 
his life, has, in a very cogent and pathetical manner diſplayed the 
enormity of this deteſtable ſin, the univerſality of its prevalence, and 
the malignity of its effects; and in his diſcourſe on the infirmar 
of this city,” has obſerved with too much juſtneſs, that the loweſt of 
the people are infected with this vice, and that ever neceſſity is becon- 
luxurious. 

Many other authorities + 8 be produced, and "ak others [ 
bave now in my hand; but the recital of them would waſte the day 
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to no purpoſe : for ſurely it is not neceſſary to ſhow by a long deduc-fj 


tion of authorities the guilt of drunkenneſs, or to prove that it 
weakens the body, or that it depraves the mind, that it makes man- 
kind too feeble for labour, too indolent for application, too ſtupid 
for ingenuity, and too daring for the peace of ſociety. 

This, ſurely, my Lords, is therefore a vice, which ought with the 
utmoſt care to be diſcouraged by thoſe whoſe birth or ſtation has 
conferred upon them the province of watching over the public hap- 
pineſs; and which ſurely no proſpect of preſent advantage, no argu- 
ments of political convenience, will prevail * this Houſe to 
promote. 

That the a WK and evident tendency of this bill is the propagation 
of drunkenneſs, cannot be denied, when it is conſidered, that it will 
increaſe the temptations to it by making, that liquor, which is the 
favourite of the common people, more common, by multiplying the 
places at which it is ſold, ſo that none can want an opportunity of 
yielding to any ſudden impulſe of his appetite, which will ſolicit him 
more powerfully and more inceſſantly as they are more frequently 
and more eaſily gratified. 

In defence of a bill like this, my Lonks, it might be expected, 

that at leaſt, many ſpecious arguments ſhould be offered. It may 
de juſtly hoped that no man will riſe up in oppoſition: to all Jaws of 
: heaven and earth, to the wiſdom of all legiſlators, and the experience 

of every human being, without having formed ſuch a train of argu- 


*. Now Biſhop of Sarum. + He read the preamble to a former bill, the 
opinion of the College of Phyſicians, 
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argu- WY Theſe: poſitions, my Lords, the unlucky poſitions. which are laid 


ale to 


he neceſſities of the government with a very large ſtanding revenue, 
m the credit of which, ftrengthened by the additional ſecurity of 
te ſinking fund, a ſum will be advanced ſufficient to ſupport the ex- 
ences of a foreign war; and that at the ſame time it will leſſen the 
conſumption of the liquors from whence this duty is to ariſe. 

By what arts of political ratiocination theſe propoſitions are to 
te reconciled, I am nat able to diſcover. It appears evident, my 
Lords, that large revenues can only be raiſed by the ſale of large 
quantities ; and that larger quantities will in reality be ſold, as the 
price is little or nothing raiſed, and the venders are greatly increaſed. 

If this will not be the effect, my Lords, and if this effect is not 
expected, why is this bill propoſed as ſufficient to raiſe the immenſe 
ums which our preſent exigencies require? Can duties be paid with- 
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Surely, my Lords, it is not expected, that any arguments ſhould 
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| juſtly dens; that this aſſertion could only be offered in full confi 
dence of an implicit reception, and this tenet be propoſed only te 
thoſe who had reſigned their underſtandings to the dictates of the 
miniſtry; for it is implied in this poſition, that the plenty of a com 
modiity diminiſhes the demand for it; and that the more freely it! 
fold, the leſs it will be bought. It implies, that men will lay volun 
tary reſtraints upon themſelves, in proportion as they are indulged b 


ere 
b be ſet 1 
Lords, is C 
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their governors; and that all prohibitory laws tend to the promotion The act 
of the practices which they condemn; it implies, that a ſtop can oni cent natu 
be put to fornication by increaſing the number of proſtitutes, andi ul this ad 
tat theſt is only to be reſtrained by leaving your doors open. trusted 
I am, for my part, convinced, that drunkards as well as thievefꝗ ¶ nciſe diſec 
are made by opportunity; and that no man will deny himſelf what because it , 
be deſires, april un it is een him by the laws 1 bie Why it 
country, © et been 
This, my _—_ 2 10 GT that I Mall no longer dwell upon popula 
the aſſertion, that the unbounded liberty of retailing ſpirits will make ir what j 
ſpirits leſs uſed in the nation; but ſhall examine the ſecond argument, dime? an 
and conſider how far it is poſſible « or proper to raiſe ſupplies by a tu brit, wh 
Upon drunkenneſs. threaten th 
That large ſums will be raiſed by the bill, to ich the conſent of hem? 
your Lordſhips is now required, I can readily admit, becauſe the This, u 
\ conſumption of ſpirits will certainly be greater, and the licences taken ver. © Tl 
for retailing them ſo numerous, that a much lower duty than is pro-ſwowledge 
poſed will amount yearly to a very large ſum; for if the felicity of non peopl 
drunkenneſs can be more cheaply obtained by buying ſpirits than quers is ſu 


ale, when both are to be found at the ſame place, it is eaſy to ſeeWjredomina 
which will be preferred ; this argument, therefore, is irrefragable, ¶ vr licenſir 
and may be urged in favour of the bill without danger of confutation. ¶ boſe ſpirit 
But, my Lords, it is the buſineſs of governors not ſo much to lt may 
drain the purſes, as to regulate the rhorals of the people; not only «cently a 
to raiſe taxes, but to levy them in ſuch a manner, as may be leaſt I other met! 
burthenſome, and to apply them to purpoſes which may be moſt uſe · ¶ be oppoſec 
ful; not to raiſe money wy corrupting the fr nen that i it "Oy be ſpent WW | know 
in enflaving it. | each man” 

It has been mentioned by a very celebrated writer, as a rational heir ſcher 
practice in the exerciſe of government, to tax ſuch commodities 5 ele ſche 
were abuſed to the increaſe of vice, that vice may be diſcouraged by" effect 


being made more expenſive ; and therefore the community in time 21 11 
| - 8 | | to OL, 
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be ſet free from it: but the tax which is nom propoſed, my 
Lords, is of a different kind; it is a tax laid upon vice, indeed, 
hut it js to ariſe from the licences granted to wickedneſs, and its 
anſequences muſt be the increaſe of debauchery, not the reftraint. 
is a tax which will be readily paid, becauſe it will be little felt; 
ind becauſe it will be little ale it is hoped, that multitudes will 
ybject themſelves to it. ; 

The act which is now to be e was We ut a very dif 
bent nature, though perhaps not free from very juſt objections. It 
jd this advantage, at leaſt, that ſo far as it was put in execution, it 
þtruted drunkenneſs; nor has the examination of the officers of 
xciſe diſcovered any imperfection in the law; for it has only failed, : 
kecauſe it was timorouſly or negligently executed. 

Why it was not vigorouſly and diligently enforced, I have never 
et been able to diſcover. If the magiſtrates. were threatened by 
the populace, the neceſſity of ſuch laws was more plainly proved; 
kr what juſtifies the ſeverity of coercion but the prevalence of the 
cine? and what may not be feared from crowds intoxicated with 
hicits, whoſe inſolence and fury is already ſuch, that they dare to 
eaten the goveramant by which they are debarred from the uſe of 
them ? } 

This, my 5 is a reflection chat ought not to be pale lightly 
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taken ner. The nature of our conſtitution, happy as it is, muſt be ac- 
is pro- ¶ howledged to produce this inconvenience, that it inclines the com- 
city of non people to turbulence and ſedition; the nature of ſpirituous li- 
than wers is ſuch, that they inflame theſe diſpoſitions, already too much 
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predominant ;, and yet the turbulence of the people is made a reaſon 
fr licenſing drunkenneſs, and allowing without limitation the ſale of 
thoſe ſpirits by which that turbulence muſt be certainly increaſed.  . 

lt may be perhaps urged, (for indeed I know not what elle can be 
cently alledged) that there is a neceſſity of raiſing money, that no 
ther method can be invented, and that therefore this 0 not to 
te oppoſed. 1 

know, my Lords, that miniſters generally 1 as the teſt of 
each man's loyalty, the readineſs with which he concurs with them in 


tional i ticir ſchemes for raiſing money; and that they think all oppoſition to 
es as tbeſe ſchemes which are calculated for the ſupport of the government, 
ed by tic effect of a criminal diſaffection; that they always think it a ſuffi- 

time cent vindication of any law, that it will bring in very large ſums; 
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and that they ink no meaſures pernicious, nor na Unger, 
which the revenue is not impaired, 

If government was inſtituted only to raiſe money, theſe miniſter 
ſchemes of policy would be without exception; nor could it 
denied, that the preſent miniſters ſhew themſelves by this expedie 
"uncommon maſters of their profeſſion. But the end of governme 
is only to promote virtue,, of which happineſs is the conſequence; 2 
therefore to ſupport government by propagating vice, is to ſupport 
5 by means which deſtroy the end for which it was an aden 
an for which its continuance is to be deſired. 

If money therefore cannot be raiſed but by this bill, if ol expenc 
* the government cannot be defrayed but by corrupting the morals 
the people, I ſhall without fcruple declare, that money ought not 
be raiſed, nor the deſigns of the government ſupported, becauſe t 
people can ſuffer nothing from the failure of public meaſures, or eye 
from the diſſolution of the government itſelf,” which will be equal 
to be dreaded or avoided with an univerfal depravity of morals, and 
general decay of corporeal vigour. Even the inſolence of a foreig 
* conqueror can inflict nothing more fevere than the diſeaſes whid 
debauchery produces; nor can any thing be feared from the diſorde 
of anarchy more dangerous or more calamitous, than the madneſs ( 


ſedition, or the miſeries which muſt enſue to early individual frodif 


-univerſal wickedneſs. - 
Such, my Lords, is the pen by which we are now about! 
raiſe the ſupplies for the preſent” year; and ſuch is the new meth 


of taxation which the ſagacity of our miniſters has luckily diſcover 


A foreign war is to be ſupported by the deſtruction of our people 
home, and the revenue of the government to be improved by the dec 


of our manufactures. We are to owe henceforward our power | 


epidemical diſeaſes, our wealth to the nen of our commer 
8 1 our ſecurity to riot and to tumult. | 


There is yet another conſideration; my Lords, which contn4 ſe 


to be regarded, before we fuffer this bill to paſs. Many laws : 

merely experimental, and have been made, not becauſe the legiſlatu 
thought them indiſputably proper, but becauſe no better could at thi 
time be ſlruck out, and becauſe the arguments in their favour 2 
peared ſtronger than thoſe againſt them, or becauſe the queſtions 


which they related were ſo dark and intricate, that nothing was! 


be determined with certainty, and no other method could theref 
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+ followed, but that of making the firſt attempts at hazard, and 
grecting theſe errors, or ſupplying theſe defects which' might . 
ler be diſcovered by thoſe lights which time ſhould afford. 

Though I am far from thinking, my Lords, that the queſtion re- 
ing to the effects of this law, is either doubtful or obſcureʒ though 
am certain that the means of reforming the vice which its advocates 
end it is deſigned to prevent, are obvious and eaſy; yet I ſhould _ 
me hoped, that the projectors of ſuch a ſcheme would have allowed 
tlaſt the uncertainty of the ſalutary effects expected from it, and 
"ould therefore have made ſome un for the Wr of 1 _ when 
+ ſhould be found to fail. £ . 
But, my Lords, our miniſters appear. be Baie it ; ache | 
pendear them to their country, and immortalize their names, that 
hey have invented a new method of raiſing money, and ſeem to 
hve very little regard to any part of the art of government; they 
pill at leaſt in their own opinion have deſerved applauſe, if they 
hve the public revenue greater, = whatever Merry of . 
ublie virtue. | 

They have here my hd wiſely. a a e of 
ontinuing this law, whatever may be its conſequences,” and how 
tal foever its abuſes z for they not only mortgage the duties upon 
hirits-for the preſent ſupply, but ſubſtitute them in the place of ano- 
ter ſecurity given to the Bank by the Pot-Act; and therefore, fince 
t will not be eaſy to form another tax of equal produce, we can moe 
ry little hope that this will be remittedt. 

There will be indeed only one method of ſetting the nation ip 
hom the calamities which this law will bring upon it; and as I doubt 
tot but that method will at laſt be followed, it will certainly deſerve 
tte attention of your Lordſhips, as the third conſideration. to which, 
u our debates on this bill, particular regard ought to be paid. 

That the licence of drunkenneſs, and the unlimited conſumption 
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ght we e ſpirituous liquors, will fill the whole kingdom with idleneſs, diſ- 
laws a aſs, riots, and confuſion, cannot be doubted ;. nor can it be queſ- 
giſlatuſz toned, but that i in a very ſhort time the Senate will be crowded with 
d at th putions from all the trading bodies in the kingdom, for the regulation 


our af 
ſtions | 
g Was! 
hereſo 


af the workmen and ſervants, for the extinction of turbulence and 
rot, and for the removal of irreſiſtible temptations to idleneſs and 
ſud, Theſe repreſentations may be for a time neglected, but muſt 
bon or late be heard; the miniſters will be obliged to repeal this laws 
D d 2 , for” 
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For: the ſume reaſon that induced them to propoſe it. Idleneſs ari 
fickfieſs will impair our eee and the INES of our trad 
will leſſen the revende. Wer 


+» They will chen, my e find that their Kine with SI Lord B 
proſpects of profit it may now flatter them, was formed with no ex doubt no 
tenfive views j and that it was only the expedient of political avaricel . iatiments 
Which ſacrificed'a greater diſtant advantage to the immediate ſati ecard wh 
Action of preſent gain. They will find, that they have corrupte i uire that 
the people without obtaining any advantage by their crime, and th: zch an af 
ey muff have recourſe to ſome new contrivance "yy which their ow ich pathe 

errors may be retrieved. in hone 

In this diftreſs, my Lords , they can cats do alice indeed they no This at 
ſeem to deſign; they can only repeal this act by charging the debt is been 
which it has enabled them to contract, upon the ſinking fund, upoii very mar 
that ſacred depoſit which was for a time ſuppoſed unalienable, an niſrepreſe 
from which aroſe all the hopes that were ſometimes formed by t #ngerous 
nation, of being delivered from that load of impoſts, which it can! I my L 
not much longer ſupport. They can only give > ſecurity for this nen before us, 
debt, by diſabling us for ever from paying the former. | yl ality fur 
The bill now before us, my Lords, will therefore be equally peri ji, and 

nicious in its immediate and remoter conſequences; it will purpoſe fe 
corrupt the people, and deſtroy our trade, and afterwards intercepti The er 
that fund which is appropriated to the moſt uſeful and deſirable of ali diſtille 
political purpoſes, the gradual alleviation of the public debt. liquor '1 
I hope, my Lords, that a bill of this portentous kind, a bill big dee dang 
with innumerable miſchiefs, and without one beneficial tendency, willi brce of 
de rejected by this Houſe, without the form of commitment; that it 2nd to at! 
will not be the ſubject of a debate amongſt us, whether we ſhall con- bquors. 
ſent to poiſon the nation; and that inſtead of enquiring, whether th Of the 
meaſures which are now purſued by the miniftry ought to be ſup- bhorrend 
ported at the expence of virtue, tranquillity and trade, we ſhould liquors, V 
examine, whether they are not ſuch as ought to be oppoſed for their more f 

own fake, even without the conſideration of the immenſe ſums which 3 

peop 


107 apparently demand. LS 

J am indeed of opinion, chat the ſueceſs of the profent ſchemes will 
not be of any benefit to the nation, and believe likewiſe; that there is 
very little proſpect of ſucceſs. I am at leaſt convinced, that no ad- 
Vantage can' countervail the miſchiefs of this deteſtable bill; which 


Ie" I ſhall ſteadily oppoſe, N I have —— dwelt upon 
© "0 


The d 
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his ſubjeCt perhaps too long; yet as I ſpeak only from an unpreju- 5 

lced regard to the public, I hope if any neã arguments ſhall be _ 
enpted, that T ſhall be allowed the liberty of making à reply. 

Lord BATHURST. replied to the following purport. AT 
| no en boubt not but the noble Lord has delivered on this occaſion his real 
avaric WM ttiments, and that in his opinion the happineſs of out country, the 
te ſari egard which ought always to be paid to the promotion of virtue, res- 
orrupte ure that this bill ſhould be rejected. I am far from ſuſpecting, that 
and tha ich an appearance of zeal can conceal any private views, or that 
eir wi ich pathetic exclamations can K b _ WER a ee ee W | 

ti honeſt anxiety. * 

This anxiety, my Lords, I ſhall chitin to Age * ie 
as been communicated to others; for I think it no leſs the duty of 


ey no 
ne deb 


I, upon very man who approves the public meaſures, to vindicate them from 
le, and nirepreſentation, than of him to whom they appear e | 
by the bngerous, to warn his fellow-ſubje&s of that danger. 


I, my Lords, am one of thoſe who are convinced, that the bill now- 
kefore us, which has been cenſured as fundamentally wrong, is in 
rality fundamentally right; that the end which is propoſed by it is 


it can. 
1s new 


ly per- if, and the means which are dee in it n 1 the 

I'S purpoſe for which they were contrived. Ti.» 

tercept The end of this bill, my Lords, is to diminiſh as dne . 
of diſtilled ſpirits, to reſtrain the populace. of theſe kingdoms from * 


2 of all 
liquor which, when uſed in exceſs, has a malignity to the laſt de- 


mee dangerous, which at once inebriates and poiſons, impairs the 
force of the underſtanding, and deſtroys the vigour of the body; 
and to attain wide I _— it meg e to 19 0 a tax "open m_ 
bquors. | 

Of the viee of hentai my e no man has a e 


ill big 
y, will 
that it 
con- 
er the 


e ſup- #borrence than myſelf; of the . pernicious conſequences of theſe 
hould MF Iquors, which are now chiefly uſed by the common people, no man 
their more fully convinced, and therefore none can more zealouſly wiſh, 
which bat W eee Wende bs ed hat and diſtilled bare e from 


tie people. 
The dbeders Aesch by the wb Lord; are endicubenthy the 


8 will 
WT conſequences of the preſent uſe of theſe liquors, but theſe are not its 


ere is 


o ad worſt effects. The offenders againſt the law, may by the law) be 
chich i bmetimes reclaimed, and at other times cut off; nor can theſe 
upon I Factices, however injurious to particular perſons, in any great de- 

this =" 3 | „ 
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ger impgir * 1 happineſs. The mai.  therefo 

of the uſe of ſpirits, are that. idleneſs and extrayagance which ; 

Has introduced among the common people, by which our commerce 

muſt be Wrong and our PO riches and np) every * di 
miniſhed. 

This 8 ee ing Lade is diſeminated fda thay 
could be zeaſonably believed by thoſe whoſe intereſt has not incited 
or curiolity. induced them to enquire into the practice of the different 
claſſes of men. It is well known, that the farmers have been hitherts 
diſtinguiſhed by the virtues of frugality, temperance, and induſtry 
that they laboured hard, and ſpent little; and were therefore juſt 


conſidered: as an innocent and uſeful part of the community, whoſe 


employment and parſimony: preſerved them in a great meaſure fror 

the general infection of vice which woes its ens among th 

traders and men of eſtates. 

But even this eee clak 8 of men, my 1 have of late re- 
laxed their frugality, and ſuffered themſelves to be tempted by this 

Infatuating liquor; nor is anything now more common than to find it 

in thoſe houſes in which ale, a few years ago, was the higheſt pitch o 


luxury to which they aſpired, and to ſee thoſe hours waſted in intoxi- | 
cating entertainments, which were formerly dedicated wholly to the 


care-of their farms, and the improvement of their fortunes. 
Thus, my Lords, it appears, that the corruption is become uni- 
verſal, and therefore that ſome remedy ought to be attempted ; nor 
can ] conceive any meaſures more conſiſtent with juſtice, or more 
likely to produce the end intended by them, than thoſe which are now 
offered to your conſideration, by which the liquor will be made dearer, 
too dear to be laviſhly drank by thoſe who are in moſt danger of uſing 
it ta exceſs; ; and the number of theſe who retail it will be diminiſhed 
by the neceſſity of taking a licence, and of renewing them m_ oe 

at the ſame expence. | 

The inefficacy, my Lenda, of Violent as and the ! 
bility of a total deprivation of any enjoyment which the people have 
by cuſtom made familiar and dear to them, ſufficiently appears from 
the event of the law which is now to be repealed, It is well known, 
that by that law, the uſe. of ſpirituous liquors was prohibited to the 
common people; that retailers were deterred from vending them by 
* utmoſt one that Rowe: be ng dünnen! and that 
unn 912 190% diſcover 
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iſcoveries were incited by every art that could be practiſed, and 
ofenders puniſhed with the utmoſt rigour. = 
Yet what was the effect, my Lords, of all this dil gence 190 vigour? 
i general panic ſuppreſſed, for a few weeks, the practice of ſelling ' 
he prohibited liquors; but in a very ſhort time, neceſſity forced 
ne, who had nothing to loſe, to return to their former trade; theſe 
pere ſuffered ſometimes to eſcape, becauſe nothing was to be gained 
by informing againſt them, and others were encouraged by their 
eample to imitate them, though with more ſecrecy and caution ; of 
hoſe, indeed, many were puniſhed, but many more eſcaped, and ſuch. . 
x were fined often found the profit greater than the loſs. © 


nany to turn information into a trade; and the facility with which 
he crime was to be proved, encouraged ſome to gratify their malice 
by perjury, and others their avarice; ſo that the multitude of in- 
frmations became a public grievance, and the magiſtrates themſelves | 
complained. that the law was not to be executed. 

The perjuries of informers were now ſo flagrant and common, that : 
the people thought all informations malicious; or at leaſt, thinking 
themſelves, oppreſſed by the law, they looked upon every man that 
promoted ifs execution, as their enemy; and therefore now began to 
(cclare, war againſt informers, many of whom they treated with great 
cruelty, and ſome they murdered in the ſtreets. 

By their obſtinacy they at laſt wearied the, e . 3 
their violence they intimidated thoſe who might be inclined to make 
diſcoveries ; ſo that the law, however juſt might be the intention 
vith which it was enacted, or however ſeaſonable the methods pre- 
ſcribed. by it, has been now for ſome years totally diſuſed ; nor has 
any one been puniſhed for the violation of it, becauſe no man has 
lared to offer informations. Even the vigilance of the magiſtrates 
has been obliged to connive at theſe offences, nor has any man been 
found willing to engage in a taſk, at once odious and endleſs, or to 
puniſh offences which every day multiplied, and of which the whole 
body of the common people, a body very formidable when aan 
vas univerſally engaged. 

The practice, therefore, of cording. and of drinking diſtilled ſpirits, 
bas prevailed for ſome. time without oppoſition 3 nor can any man 
enter a tavern or an alehouſe, 3 in which they will be denied him, or 


walk dong the ſtreets without 5 1 incited to drink them at every 
| "22-0 4 corner; 


* be ws S 


The proſpect of raiſing money by detecting their practices, Incited . 


.  Eorher; el er ſold for ſeveral vet with i les Win 


table. From theſe it appears that the quantity of ſpirits diſtilled, hay 
* Increaſed from year to year to the preſent time; and, therefore, that 


this advantage on the part of thoſe that defend it, that they only pro- 


do occaſions expreſſed againſt the diſorders which diſtilled liquors are 


\ 


or 


| thoſe who have drank them till they are unable to move, 


ſelves and their poſterity without reſtraint, is certainly not the intent 


be prevented, That the people are infected with the vice of drunken; 
| nels, that they debauch themſelves chiefly with ſpirituous liquors, 


their-zeal againſt the abuſe of things, indifferent in wems lues has 
not, as has often happened in other "caſes, hurried them into an in- 
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and ſecurity than any other commodity ; and whoever walks in th; 


are ſelling theſe | pernicious liquors to the greedy populace, or b 


But the ſtrongeſt proof of the inefficacy of the late law, and conſe 
quently of the neceſſity of another, which may not be ſo eaſily eluded 
or ſo violently reſiſted, is given by the papers which lie upon the 


drunkenneſs is become more prevalent, and me reaſons for repreſling 
it more urgent than ever before. 

Let us therefore calmly conſider, my Tü what can in this 
exigence be done; that the people ſhould be allowed to poiſon them- 


of any good man; and therefore, we are now to conſider how it may 


and that thoſe liquors are in a high degree pernicious, is confeſſed 
both by thoſe who oppoſe the bill, and thoſe who defend it ; but with 


poſe a probable method of reforming the abuſes which they deplore, 
I know that the warm reſentment which ſome Lords have on former 


ſuppoſed to produce, may Naturally incline them to wiſh, that they 
were totally prohibited, and that this ligurd mow as it has been GO 
were to be extinguiſhed for ever. 


Whether ſuch wiſhes are not more ardent 0g rational : 3 


diſcreet cenſure of the lawful uſe, I ſhall not now enquire; becauſe 


it is ſuperfluous to diſpute about the propriety of TIES, of which 
the poſſibility may be juſtly queſtioned. 

Ph his laſt act, my Lords, was of this Ty the duties eſtabliſhed 

© by it were ſo high, that they wholly debarred the lower clafles of the 


people from the liquor on which they were laid; and, therefore, it 
was found by a very ſhort experience, that it was impoſſible to pre- 
ſerve it from violation; that there would be no end of puniſhing 

| Poſe . offended againft j a 0 cot ſeverity produced rather com- 

4 affen 
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on than terror. Thoſe who have ſuffered the penalties wers 
TP as perſons under unjuſt perſecution, whom every one was F 
liged by the ties of humanity «to encourage, reward and protect; ; 


n thoſe who informed againſt them or encouraged informations, 


yere deteſted as the oppreſſors of the people. The law had, indeed, 
ois effect, that it debarred, at leaſt for a ſhort time, all choſe Fön 
retailing ſpirits who lived in reputation; and, therefore, encouraged | 
ethers to vend them in private POOR where " were more W to | 
he drank to exceſs. | 

' Having, therefore, made trial of violent and ſevere meme and : 
jad an opportunity of obtaining a full conviction of their inefficacy, 
it is ſurely proper to profit by our experience, by that experience 
which ſhews us that the uſe of diſtilled liquors under its preſent diſ- 
couragemerits, has every year increaſed ; and, therefore, proves at 
once the unprofitableneſs of the law now in force, and the neceſſity 
of ſome other by which _ ſame e a _ be more e ts 
promoted. 

The reformation of a vice ſo enen muſt be flow and gradual ; 5 
for it is not to be hoped, that the whole bulk of the people will at 
once be diveſted of their habits; and therefore it will be rational to 
endeavour not wholly to debar them from any thing in which, how 
ver abſurdly, they place their happineſs, but to make the attainment 
of it more and more difficult, that they may MO remit their 
adour, and ceaſe from their purſuit: N 

This, my Lords, is propoſed in the preſent bill, which * the 
duties which are- to be laid upon diſtilled ſpirits will raiſe the price a 
third part, and as iN is reaſonable to expect, hinder a third part of 
the conſumption; for it is obſerved, that thoſe who drink them ſet 
no limits to their exceſſes, but indulge their appetites to the utmoſt 
of their power; if he therefore who uſed to ſpend three - pence a dax 
in ſpirits,” can now have no more than could formerly be bought for 
two-pence, he muſt neceſſarily content himſelf with only two-thirds 
of the quantity which he has hitherto drank ; and therefore muſt wy 
force, though perhaps not by inclination, be leſs intemperate. | * 

It is not to be doubted, my Lords, but that ſpirits will, by this ad- 
ditional duty, be made one third part dearer; for it has been hitherto 


obſerved, that retailers levy upon the buyer twice the duty that is 


paid to the government, as is every day apparent in other commodi- 


vob; ſo that the yearly quantity of Oe” wen is uſually diſtifſed 
will 


— 
Free; 
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will coſt five. banded thquſand pounds more 5 "dt a ta 
which, I ſuppoſe, thoſe who are charged with this kind of debauchery 
; will not be ſuppoſed able to pay, and which yet muſt be paid by 
- them, unleſs they will be content with a leſs quantity. 

Ne + hat ſpirits will now, be ſold in every public-houſe, of whatere! 
denomination, has been, I believe, juſtly aſſerted ; but the aſſertio; 
has not been properly urged as an argument againſt the bill. One 
of the circumſtances which has contributed to the enormous abuſe of 
theſe liquors, has been the practice of retailing them in obſcure places 
by perſons without character and without money; who therefore 
neither feared penalties nor infamy, and offended againſt law and 
deceney with equal ſecurity. But when the cheapneſs of licences 
ſhall make it convenient for every man that pleaſes to retail ſpirits in 


2 public manner, they will be generally drank in houſes viſited by 


public officers, obſerved by the neighbouring inhabitants, and fre- 
 quented by perſons of. morals and civility, who will always endea- 
vour to reſtrain all enormous exceſſes, and oblige the maſters of the 
houſes to pay ſome regard to the laws. Thoſe whoſe appetites are 
too importunate to be reſtrained, may. now gratify them without 
being tenipted to enter into houſes, of infamy, or mingling with 
beggars, or. thieves, / or profligates; and therefore, though the uſe 
of ſpirits ſhould continue the ſame, its conſequences will be leſs fatal, 


ſince they may be had without the ee of aſſociating with 


wickedneſs. 

But, my Lords, it is not e that by this bill the de 
of retailers, at leaſt in this city, where they are maſt pernicious, 
may be leſſened. It is well known, that the reaſon for which they 
are ſold in cellars, and in the ſtreets, is the danger of retailing them 
in other places; and that if they were generally ſold by thoſe who 
could procure the beſt of each ſort, theſe petty traders would be im- 
=; mediately undone ;; for it is reaſonable to imagine, my Lords, that 
they buy the cheapeſt liquors, and ſel] them at the deareſt rate. 

When therefore [reputable houſes ſhall be opened for the ſale of 
| "theſe liquors, decency will reſtrain ſome, and prudence will, hinder 

others from endangering their health by purchaſing thoſe liquors 


15 Which are offered in the ſtreet, and from hazarding their morals, or 


perhaps their lives, by drinking to exceſs in obſcure places. 

It is likewiſe to be remembered, my Lords, that many,of thoſe 

who, now poiſon their countrymen : with petty ſhops of debauchery, 
6 ale 
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«« not able to purchaſe a licence, even at the cheap rate at which it 
now propoſed, and that therefore they will be reſtrained from 
beir trade by a legal inability; for it is not, my Lords, to be 
inagined, that they will be defended with equal zeal by the populace, | 
vhen_the liquors! may be had without their aſſiſtance, nor will in- 
brmation be equally infamous, when it is not the act only of profli- 
nates who purſue the practice of it as a trade, but of the proper 
ficers of every place incited by the lawful venders of the ſame com- 
nodities, or of the venders themſelves, who will now be numerous 
enough to protect each other, and whom their en intereſt wi 
incite againſt clandeſtine dealers. gp oe 

The price of licences, therefore, appears to me vary, 5 5 
juted: had it been greater there would not have been a ſufficient 
umber of lawful retailers to put a ſtop to clandeſtine ſellers ; and if 
it was lower, every petty dealer in this commodity might, by pre- 
ending to keep an alehouſe, continue the practice of . an 


| hacbour to thieves, and of propagating debauchery. 


Thus, my Lords, it appears to me that the bill will leſſen the con- | 
ſumption of theſe deſtructive ſpirits, certainly i in a great degree, by 
niſing the price, and probably by transferring the trade of ſelling 
dem into more reputable hands. What more can be done by human 
care or induſtry I do not conceive. To prohibit the uſe of them is 
impoſſible, to raiſe the price of them to the ſame height with that of | 
foreign | ſpirits, is indeed practicable, but ſurely at this time no 
eligible method; for ſo general is this kind of debauchery, that ne 
degree of a ods entirely ſuppreſs it; and as foreign ſpirits, _ 
if they were ta be ſold at the ſame price, would always be preferred 
to our own, we ſhould only ſend into other nations that money which 
now eirtuldges; among ourſelves, and nen the N without 
reforming: them. 5 

The regulation provided by the vill before us. is therefore, in in 1 my, 
opinion, the moſt likely method for recovering the antient induſtry 
and ſobriety of the common people; and, my Lords, I ſhall approve . 
it, till experience has ſhewn it to be defective. I ſhall approve it not 
with a view of obtaining or ſecuring the favour of any of thoſe who 
may be thought to intereſt themſelves in its ſucceſs, but becauſe Þ - 
find ſome new law for this purpoſe indiſpenſably wy" 1 . | 


lieve _ no better can be contrived, | 5 ; 
e 
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| 1 
we ere now; my Lords, to contend with the paſiions of all ue 


common people. We are endeavouring to reform à vice almo 
univerſal; a vice which, however deſtructive, is now no longer re- 
| proachful. We have tried the force of violent methods and found 


them unſucceſsful; we are now therefore to treat the vulgar a 


children, with a kind of artful indulgence, and to take from them 
| ſeeretly and by degrees what cannot be n denied n without 
— them almoſt to rebellioen. 


This is the firſt attempt, and by this, if one third Py the coun. 


tion be diminiſhed, we may next year double the duty, and by a new 
\ augmentation of the price take away another third, and what will 
then be drank, will perhaps by the 4 moraliſts be allowed to 
be rather beneficial than hurtful.” 
By chis gradual procedure, we ſhall give . hs dive accul. 
-  _ tomed themſelves to this liquor, time to reclaim their appetites, and 
thoſe that live by diſtilling, opportunities of engaging in ſome other 
employment; we ſhall reinove the diſtemper of the public without 
any painful remedies, and ſhall reform the Pee nr e without 
exaſperating or perſecuting them. 
The Biſhop of Oxroxp ſpoke to the e putport :—My 
Lords, As I am not yet convinced of the expedience of the bill now 
before us, nor can diſcover any reaſon for believing, that the advan- 


tiges will countervail the miſchiefs which it will produce, I think it 


my duty to declare, that I ſhall oppoſe it as deſtructive to virtue, and 


.  Eontrary to the inviolable rules of religion. 


It appears to me, my Lords, that the liberty of ſelling liquors 
Which are allowed to be equally injurious to health and virtue, will 
by this law become general and boundleſs; and I can diſcover no 
r-aſon for doubting; that the purchaſers will be multiplied by in- 
creaſing the numbers of the venders, and the increaſe of the ſale of 
diſtilled ſpirits, and the propagation of all kinds of wickedneſs are 
the ſame ; I muſt-conclude that bill to be deſtructive to n e by 
which the ſale of ſpirits will be increaſed. 85 
It has been urged that other more vigorous diodes hat 155 
85 5 1 and that they are now to be laid aſide, becauſe experience bas 
en them to be ineffectual, becauſe the people unanimoully aſſerted 
the: privilege of debauchery, oppoſed the execution of juſtice, and 
3 thoſe with the utmoſt malice that offered informations. 


57 Ido 


A. 1742 


I ſhoul 
lifolutior 
who are c 
the loweſt 
degree of 
they expe: 

This, 
country * 


to enforce 


weakneſs 
diſcontent! 
ably expe 
mouſly p- 
who fore! 

In this 
law, fifte 
on than t 
tion to d 
without 
ceptacles 
their Jin 
irength 

Theſe 
te enco 
new inv 


will aga 


and tha 
gave oc. 

It ist 
tilled ſpi 
for the f 
elude th 
the reta 
one bar 


poiſon \ 
ruption 
It is 
been ſo 
cellars 


ES. 
* 


419423.) s rNITUOUS LIQUORS. dig. 
| ſhould think, my Lords, that government approaching to its 
lifolution, that was reduced to ſubmit its decrees to their judgment 
vho are chiefly accuſed of the abuſe of theſe liquors; for-ſurely when 
the loweſt, ' the moſt corrupt part of the people, have-obtained-fuch a 
degree of influence, as to dictate to the legiſlature thoſe laws 15 which | 
they expect to be governed, all ſubordination is at an en. 
This, my Lords, I hope, I ſhall never ſee the ſtate of n 5 

country : 1 hope I ſhall never ſee the government without authority 


nſump. WW i» enforce obedience to the laws, nor have I, indeed, ſeen any ſuch 
Va new Wil yeakneſs on this occaſion : the oppoſition that was made, and the 
at will Wi diſcontent that was excited, were no greater than might be reaſon- 


bly expected, when the vice which was to be reformed was ſo enor- 
nouſly predominant, nor was the effect of the law leſs than any one 
who foreſaw ſuch oppoſition might reaſonably have conceivet. 
'S, and In this city alone there were, before the commencement of that 
other WW kw, fifteen hundred large ſhops, in which no other trade was carried 
ithout WW on than that of retailing theſe pernicious liquors; in which no temꝑpta - 
'Ithout Ui tion to debauchery was forgotten; and, what cannot be mentioned 
without horror, back rooms and ſecret places were contrived. for re- 

—My ceptacles of thoſe who had-drank, till they had loſt their reaſva and 
I now WF their limbs; there they were crowded together till they recovered 
dvan- length ſufficient to go away, or drink more. 
ink it Theſe peſtilential ſhops, theſe ſtore-houſes of miſchief, will, ben 
, and dee encouragement which this law will give them, be ſet open again; 
new invitations will be hung out to catch the eyes of paſſengers, who 
will again be enticed with promiſes of being made drunk for a penny, 
and that univerſal debauchery and aſtoniſhing licentiouſneſs which 
cave occaſion to the former act will return upon us. 

It is to little purpoſe, my Lords, that the licences for ſelling dif 
tiled ſpirits are to be granted only to thoſe who profeſs to keep houles 


elude this part of the law. Whoever is inclined to open a ſhop for 
the retail of ſpirits, may take a licence for ſelling ale; and the ſale of 
one barrel of more innocent liquors in a year will entitle to diſpenſe 


poiſon with impunity, and to Ie: without controul to the cor». 


| Tuption of mankind. * — F 


It is confeſſed, that ſince this law was made, theſe liquors have 
been ſold only at corners of the ſtreets, in petty ſhops, and in private 


cellars ; ; and therefore it muſt be allowed, that if the conſumption 
has 


for the fale of other liquors, ſince nothing will be more eaſy than to 
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bas increaſed, in has at leaſt increaſed leſs than if the free and open 
ſale had been permitted; for the neceſſity of ſecrecy is always 2 
reſtraint, and every reſtraint muſt in ſome degree obſtruct any prac- 
tice, ſince thoſe that follow it under reſtraint would Purſue it more 
vigorouſly, if that reſtraint were taken away; ; and thoſe that are now 
totally hindered, would at leaſt be more ſtrongly tempted by greatet 
liberty ; and where the temptation is more powerful, more will pro. 
ville be overcome by it. | 

But, my Lords, however the is a in this eines City have 


denn eluded and defied, however drunkenneſs may here have been 


protected by the inſolence which it produces, and crimes have been 


_ .__ ſheltered by the multitudes of offenders, I am informed, that in parts 


eſs populous, the efficacy of the late act never was denied; and that 
it has in many parts reſcued the people from the miſeries of de. 
bauchery, and only failed in others by the negligence of thoſe to 
whom the execution of it was committed. 

Negligently and faintly as it was executed, it did i in effect hinder 

many from purſuing this deſtructive kind of trade; and even in the 
metropolis itſelf, almoſt a total ſtop was for a time put to the uſe of 
| ſpirits ; and had the magiſtrates performed their duty with Readineſs 
and reſolution, it is- probable, that no plea would have ariſen i in fa- 
your of this bill from the inefficacy of the laſt. 
I cannot indeed deny, that the multitude of falſe informers fur- 
niſhed the magiſtrates with a very ſpecious pretence for relaxing theic 
vigilance ; but it was only, my Lords, a ſpecious pretence, not a 
_ warrantable reaſon ; for the ſame diligence ſhould have been uſed to 
puniſh falſe informers as clandeſtine retailers ; the traders in poiſon 
and in perjury ſhould have been both purſued with inceſſant vigour, 
the ſword of juſtice ſhoutd have been drawn againſt them, nor ſhould 
it have been laid aſide, till either ſpecies of wickedneſs had been 
exterminated, 

In the execution of this, as of other penal laws, my Lords, it will 
be always poſſible for the judge to be miſled by falſe teſtimonies; and 
therefore the argument which falſe informations furniſh may be uſed 
againſt every other law, where information is encouraged, Yet, my 
Lords, it has been long the practice of. this nation to incite criminals 
to detect each other; and when any enormous crime is committed, to 
proclaim at once pardon and rewards to him that ſhall diſcover his 


accomplices. This, my Lords, is an apparent temptation to perjury; 
| | and 
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x 1942+3-] 
ard yet no inconveniencles" have-ariſen from it, that « 


Y duce us te lay it aſide. e e J ba 1 


perjury may in the execution of this Nee be detected by 1 e 


neans as on other occaſtons; and whenever it is detected, ought to 


te rigorouſly puniſhed ; and T doubt not but in @ ſhort time the 
difficulties and mconveniencies which are aſſerted in the preamble of 


his bill to have attended the putting the late af? in execution, would 


ſpeedily have vaniſhed ; the number of delinquents would have been 
every day leſſened, and the virtue 1 nnn of 1 nation FW 
have been reſtored. 5 4. 
It is not indeed aſſerted, that the execution of hs "RE act was 
impoſſible, but that it was attended with difficulties; and when, my 
Lords, was any deſign of great importance effected without difficul- 
tes? It is difficult, without doubt, to reſtrain a nation from vice, 


and to reform a nation already corrupted, is ſtill more difficult. But 


s both, however difficult, are neceſſary, it is the duty of Govern- 
ment to een them, ti it ſhall appear that no er TO. 
ſucceed, Py 

For my part, my Lords, 1 am not eaſily erldel to believe that 
remiſſneſs will ſucceed, where aſſiduity has failed; and therefore if 
it be true, as is ſuppoſed in the preamble, that the former act was 


neffectual by any defects in itſelf, I cannot conceive that this will 


operate with greater force. I cannot imagine that appetites will be 
weakened by leſſening the danger of gratifying them, or that men 
who will break down the 'fences of the law to poſſeſs themſelves of 
what long habits have, in their opinion, made neceſſary to them, wil 
neglect it, merely becauſe it is laid in their way. 

With regard to this act, my Lords, it is to be enquired, did 
it is likely to be executed with more diligence than the former, and 
whether the ſame obſtacles Faw not mee n the execution 


of both, 


The great difficulty of the former hood," a method ie in 


itſelf reaſonable and efficacious, aroſe from the neceſſity of receiving 
informations from the meaneſt and moſt profligate of the people, 


who were often tempted to lay hold of the opportunities which that 


law put into their hands, of relieving their wants, or gratifying 


their reſentment ; and very frequently intimidated the innocent by 


threats of accuſations, which were not eaſily to be confuted. They 
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of all informers, or at leaſt concurred with other cauſes to produce 
it; and that deteſtation became ſo prevalent in the minds of ty 
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_ diſcovered in the law which is now to be repealed. Thus was its 
execution obſtructed, and the proviſions enacted by it made inef- 
fectual. This defect therefore ought to be chiefly regarded in any 
. new regulations. But what ſecurities, my Lords, are provided 
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to thoſe that diſregarded it; for they ſometi mes put their threats ii 
execution, and raiſed proſecutions againſt thoſe who had COmmitte, 
no other crime than that of refuſing to bribe them to ſilence, 

An abuſe ſo notorious, my Lords, produced a general deteſtatio 


populace, that at laſt it became to the higheſt degree dangerous t, 
attempt the conviction of thoſe, who, in the moſt open and con 
temptuous manner, every day violated the laws of their country; ay 
in time the retailers truſting to the protection of the people, laid aſide 
-all cautiops, at leaſt in this great city, and proſecuted their former 
practice with the utmoſt ſecurity. | 

This, my Lords, was the chief d:ficulty and inconvenience hitherto 


againſt the ſame evil in the bill before us? Or why ſhould we ima- 
gine that this law will be executed with leſs oppoſition than the laſt? 


The informers will undoubtedly be of the ſame claſs as before; they! 


are ſtill to be incited by a reward; and therefore it may be res- 
ſonably feared, that they will act upon the ſame motives, and be per- 
ſecuted with the ſame fury. 

To obviate this inconvenience appears to me very eaſy, by con- 
verting the duty upon licences to a large duty upon the liquors to 
be paid by the diſtiller ; the payment of which will be carefully 
enacted by proper officers, who, though their employment is not vetj 


, reputable, purſue it at leaſt without any perſonal danger; and who 


inform their ſuperiors of any attempts to defraud the revenue, with- 
out being cenſured as officious or revengeful, and therefore arte 


without any terrors to hinder them from their duty. 


It has been aſſerted, indeed, that the price of a licence is now ſo 


" ſmall, that none who are inclined to deal in ſpirits, will neglect to 


ſecure themſelves from puniſhment and vexation by procuring it; 


and that no man will ſubject himſelf to the malice of a profligate, by 


carrying on an illicit trade, which the ann expence of twent) 
ſhillings will make legal. 
If this argument be juſt, my Lords, and to the greateſt part a 


this Aſſembly, I believe, it will appear very plauſible, how will this 
law 
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u leſſen the conſumption of diſtilled liquors 2—IAIt is confeſſed that 
+ will hinder nobody from ſelling them; and it has been found by 
experience, that nothing can reſtrain the people from buying them, 
ut ſuch laws as hinder them from being ſold. 

This plea, therefore, by removing an objection to a particular 
Jauſe, will ſtrengthen the great argument againſt the tenor of the 
jil, that inftead of leſſening, it will increaſe the conſumption of 
hoſe liquors which are allowed to be deſtructive to the people, to 
znfeeble the body, and to vitiate the minds, and conſequently to im- 


happineſs and ſecurity of life, | | 

That the cheapneſs of licences will induce multitudes to buy 
them, may be expected ; but it cannot be hoped that every one will 
ceaſe to ſell ſpirits without a licence; for they are, as I am informed, 
ofered every hour in the ſtreets. by thoſe to whom twenty ſhillings 
make a very large ſum, and who therefore will not, or cannot pur- 
Gaſe a licence. Theſe ought undoubtedly to be detected and pu- 
nſhed ; but there is no proviſion made for diſcovering em but 
what has been found already to be ineffectual. | 

It appears therefore, my Lords, that this bill will increaſe the r num- 
ber of lawful retailers, without diminiſhing that of private dealers; 
þ that the opportunities of debauchery will be multiplied, in pro- 
portion to the numbers who ſhall take licences, 

There is another fallacy by which the duties upon diſtilled liquors 
have been hitherto avoided, and which will ſtill make this bill equally 
uſeleſs as the former, for the ends which are to be promoted by it. 

It is expected, my Lords, by thoſe who purchaſe ſpirits from the 
aſtillers, that they ſhould be of a certain degree of ſtrength which 
they call proof : if they are of a lower degree, their price is dimi- 
niſned; and if of a higher, it is raiſed proportionally; becauſe if the 


ſpirits exceed the degree of ſtrength required, they may be mixed 


vith other liquors of little value, and ſtill be fold to the drinker at 
the common price. | 

lt is therefore the practice of the diſtillers to give their ſpirits 
nice the degree of ſtrength required, by which contrivance, though 
tiey pay only the duty of one pint, they ſell their liquors at the 
price of three; becauſe it may be increafed to thrice the quentity 
ſtlled, and yet retain ſufficient ſtrength to promote the purpoſes of 
wickedneſs. 


Vor. II. 1 | This 
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This practice, my Lords, ſhould be likewiſe obviated ; for while 
one gallon, after having paid the preſent low duty which is laid upon 
it, may be multiplied to three, the additional price will, in the (ml 
quantities which are uſually demanded, become imperceptible, 
But to ſhew yet farther the inefficacy of this bill, let us ſuppoſe, 
what will not be found by experience, that a halfpenny is added tg 
the price of every pint, it will yet be very practicable to revel in 


drunkenneſs for a penny, ſince a very ſmall quantity of theſe hatefy| 


liquors is ſufficient to intoxicate thoſe. who have not been habituated 
to the uſe of them; who though their reformation is undoubtedly 
to be deſired, do not ſo much demand the care of the legiſlature, ag 
thoſe who are yet untainted with this pernicious practice, and who 
may, perhaps, by the frequency of temptation, and the prevalence 
of example, be induced in time to taſte theſe execrable liquors, and 
periſh in their firſt eſſays of debauchery. For ſuch is the quality of 
theſe ſpirits, that they are ſometimes fatal to thoſe who indiſcreetly 
venture upon them without caution, and whoſe ſtomachs have not 
been prepared for large draughts, by proper gradations of intempe- 
rance; a ſingle ſpoonful has been found ſufficient to hurry two chil- 
dren to the grave. 

It is, therefore, my opinion, that thoſe whoſe ſtations and em- 
ployments make it their duty to ſuperintend the conduct of their 
fellow- ſubjects, ought to contrive ſome other law on this occaſion; 
ought to endeavour to reſcue the common people from the infatua- 
tion which is become general amongft them, and to withhold from 
them the means of wickedneſs. That inſtead of complying with 
their prejudices, and flattering their appetites, they ſhould exert that 


authority with which they are intruſted in a ſteady and reſolute op- 


poſition to predominant vices; and without having recourſe to 
gentle arts, and temporizing expedients, ſnatch out of their hands 
at once- thoſe inſtruments which are only of uſe for criminal put- 


| Poſes, and take from their mouths that draught with which, however 


delicious it may ſeem, they poiſon at onee themſelves and their 


poſterity. 


The only argument which can be offered in defence of this bil, 


is the neceſſity of ſupporting the expences of the war, and the dil 
ficulty of raiſing money by any other method. The neceſſity of the 


war, my Lords, I am not about to call in queſtion; nor is it ver) 


conſiſtent with my character to examine the method in which it has 


been 
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ven carried on; but this I can boldly aſſert, that however juſt, 
towever neceſſary, however prudently proſecuted, and however ſuc- 
ebfully concluded, it can produce no advantages equivalent to the 
national ſobriety and induſtry, and am certain that no public ad- 
natage ought to be purchaſed at the expence of public virtue. 

But, my Lords, I hope we are not yet reduced to the unhappy 
choice either of corrupting our people, or ſubmitting to our ene- 
nies; nor do I doubt but that ſupplies may be obtained by methods 
ek pernicious to the public, and that funds ſufficient for the pre- 
ent occaſion may be eſtabliſhed without a legal eſtabliſhment of 
dunkenneſs. 

| hope, my Lords, we ſhall not ſuffer our endeavours to be 
fled by the obſtinacy of drunkards ; and that we ſhall not deſiſt 
ſom endeavouring the recovery of the nation from this hateful vice, 
xecauſe our firſt attempt has failed, fince it failed only by the negli- 
zence or the cowardice of thoſe whoſe duty required them to pro- 
mote the execution of a juſt law. | 

Againſt the bill now before us I have thought it my duty to de- 
care, as it appears to me oppoſite to every principle of virtue, and 
wery juſt purpoſe of government; and therefore, though I have en- 
rolled ſo much of your time in ſpeaking on a ſubject with which it 
anaot reaſonably be expected that I ſhould be well acquainted, I 
hope J ſhall eaſily be pardoned by your Lordſhips, ſince 1 have no 
mivate views either of intereſt or reſentment to promote, and have 
haken only what my conſcience dictates, and my duty requires. 

Lord TALBOT then roſe up, and ſpoke to the following purport : 
My Lords, I am aſhamed that there ſhould be any neceſſity of 
oppoſing in this Aſſembly a bill like that which is now before us; a 
bill crowded with abſurdities, which no ſtrength of eloquence can 
eraggerate, nor any force of reaſon make more evident. 

This vill, my Lords, is however the firſt proof that our new mi- 
liſters have given of their capacity for the taſk which they have un- 


Jitrtaken; this is a ſpecimen of their ſagacity, and is deſigned by 


hem as an inſtance of the gentle methods by which the expences of 


te government are hereafter to be levied upon the people. The 


tation ſhall no longer ſee its manufactures ſubjected to impoſts, nor 
tle fruits of induſtry taken-from the laborious artificer; but drunken- 
geſs ſhall hereafter ſupply what has hitherto been paid by diligence 


ad traffic ; the reſtraints of vice ſhall be taken away, the barriers 
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of virtue and religion broken, and an univerſal licentiouſneſs fal Had it 
overſpread the land, that the ſchemes of the miniſtry may be ,cceflary 
executed, increaſing 
What are the eie my Lords, that are to Wl purſued by ſuch zpparent 
means, it is not my preſent purpoſe to enquire: it is not neceſſary i tended ; | 
to add any aggravations to the preſent charge, or to examine what jquors, i 
has been the former conduct, or what will be the future actions of i «f folly, k 
men who lie open by their preſent propoſal to the moſt atrocious If we 
accuſations ; who are publicly endeavouring the propagation of te ld dow! 
moſt pernicious of all vices, who are laying poiſon in the way ofs projec 
their countrymen, poiſon by which not only the body, but the mind be raiſed 
is contaminated; who are attempting to eſtabliſh by a law a practice loweſt of 
productive of all the miſeries to which human nature is incident; : the want 
practice which will at once diſperſe diſeaſes and nen, and promote i . And tl 
beggary and rebellion. ſometime 
This, my Lords, is the expedient by which the acuteneſs of our cf being 
miniſtry propoſes to raiſe the ſupplies of the preſent year, and by equivalen 
this they hope to convince the nation that they are qualified for the YM yay of tl 
high truſts to which they are advanced; and that they owe their that will 
exaltation only to the ſuperiority of their abilities, the extent of ther which de 
knowledge, and the maturity of their experience: by this maſter- lature. 
ſtroke of policy they hope to lay for their authority a firm aud What 
durable foundation, and to pofleſs themſelves, by this happy con-W vice alre 
trivance, at once of the confidence of the Crown, and the affer- firely ro 
tions of the people. | neſs, fro: 
But, my Lords, I am ſo little convinced of their abilities, that kind, fro 
amidſt all the exultation which this new ſcheme produces, I wil exemptio 
venture to predict the decline of their influence, and to fix the pe- How! 


ſumption 
man who 


riod of their greatneſs; for I am perſuaded, that notwithſtanding the 
readineſs with which they have hitherto ſacrificed the intereſt of their 
country, notwithſtanding the deſperate precipitation with which they 
have blindly engaged in the moſt dangerous meaſures, they will not 
be able to continue a year in their preſent ſtations, 


conſeque! 
appears ft 
I annually 


The bill now under our conſideration, my Lords, will undoubtedyWl The n 
make all thoſe their enemies whom it does not corrupt; for whit] table to | 
can be expected from it, but univerſal diſorder and boundleſs wicked-* tity ſuffic 
neſs? Wickedneſs made inſolent by the protection of the law, and the mora 
diſorder promoted by all thoſe whoſe wealth is increaſed by the in. t de ſuf 
creaſe of the revenues of the Government. encourag 
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Had it been urged, my Lords, in defence of this bill, that it was 
neceſſary to raiſe money, and that money could only be raiſed by 
creaſing the conſumption of diſtilled ſpirits, it would have been 
parent that it was well calculated to promote the purpoſes in- 


ended; but ſurely, to aſſert that it will obſtruct the uſe of theſe 


liquors, is to diſcover a degree either of ignorance, of effrontery, or 
of folly, by which few ſtateſmen have been hitherto diſtinguiſhed. 

If we receive without examination the eſtimates which have been 
nid down, and allow the duty to riſe as high as thoſe by whom it 
js projected have ventured to aſſert, the price of theſe liquors can 
te raiſed but a halfpenny a pint; and there are few, even among the 
loweſt of thoſe who indulge themſelves in this fatal luxury, whom 
tie want of a ſingle halfpenny can often debar from it. 

And though theſe accurate calculators ſhould inſiſt that men may 
ſometimes be compelled to. ſobriety by this addition to the expence 
of being drunk, yet how far will this reſtraint be found from being 
equivalent to the new temptation, which will be thrown into the 
may of thouſands, yet uncorrupted, by the multitude of new ſhops 
that will be opened for the diſtribution of poiſon, and the ſecurity 
which debauchery will obtain from the countenance of the legiſ- 
ature. | 

What will be the conſequences of any encouragement given to a 
vice already almoſt irreſiſtibly prevalent, I cannot determine ; but 
ſurely rothing is too diſmal to be expected from univerſal drunken- 
neſs, from a general depravity of all the moſt uſeful part of man- 
kind, from an epidemical fury of debauchery, and an unbounded 
exemption from reſtraint. 

How little any encouragement is wanting to promote the con- 
ſumption of thoſe execrable liquors, how much it concerns every 
man who has been informed of their quality, and who has ſeen their 
conſequences, to oppoſe the uſe of them with his utmoſt influence, 
appears from the enormous quantity which the ſtills of this nation 


annually produce. 


The number of gallons which appears from the accounts on the 


| tidle to have been conſumed laſt year, is ſeven millions; a quan- 


tity ſufficient to deſtroy the health, interrupt the labour, and deprave 
the morals of a very great part of the nation; a quantity which, if 
It be ſuffered to continue undiminiſhed, will, even without any legal 


encouragement of its uſe, in a ſhort time deſtroy the happineſs of 
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the. public ; and by impairing the ſtrength, and leſſening the number 
of manufacturers and labourers, introduce poverty and famine, 


3.1742. 


a tot: 
« + Inſtead therefore of promoting a practice ſo evidently detriment. . reſtor 
to ſocicty, let us oppoſe it with the moſt vigorous efforts let us A law 1 
begin our oppoſition by rejecting this bill, and then confider, whether firits 3 at 
the execution of the former Jaw ſhall be enforced, or whether ang urn to th 
ther more efficacious can be formed. . new art 
Lord CHO0LMONDELEY then ſpoke to the following effect ;—\| ia how 
Lords, Though it is undoubtedly the right of every perſon in this ws form 
Aſſembly to utter his ſentiments with freedom, yet ſurely decency darling lic 
ought to reſtrain us from virulent, and juſtice from undeſerved te parts of t 
proaches ; we ought not to cenſure any conduct with more ſeverit fed their 
than it deſerves, nor condemn any man for practices of which he is immediate 
innocent. | the prohil 
This rule, which will not, I ſuppoſe, be controverted, has not in niſhed ; a 
my opinion been very carefully obſerved in this debate; for ſure followed, 
nothing is more unjuſt than to aſſert or infinuate that the Govern. 4:0 exp 
ment has looked idly upon the advances of debauchery, or has ſuf. by repeats 
fered drunkenneſs to prevail without oppoſition. : But no 
Of the care with which this licentiouſneſs has been oppoſed, no real dang 
other proof can be required, than the Jaws which have in the pre- 1{coverec 
ſent reign been made againſt it. Soon after the ſucceſſion of his tion; and 
Majeſty, the uſe of compound ſpirits was prohibited; but this law mercy, a1 
being cluded by ſubſtituting liquors ſo drawn, as not to be included rovoke t 
in the ſtatutes, it was ſoon after repealed ; and the people were for 2 brmation 
time, indeed, ſuffered to drink diſtilled liquors without reftraint, Thus, 
becauſe a proper method. of reſtraining them was not * to be ther defe: 
found, perniciou 
How difficult it was to contrive means by which this vice might a crime o 
ſafely be prevented, appeared more plainly ſoon afterwards, when informati 
the outrageous licentiouſneſs of the populace made it neceſlary to Itis n. 
contrive ſome new law by which the uſe of that liquor might be liquors, | 
prohibited, to which ſo much inſolence, idlenefs and diſſoluteneß WM the wobh 
were imputed. though it 
The law which it js now propoſed to repeal, was then zealoully ally dif 
promoted by thoſe who were then moſt diſtinguiſhed for their vir- WW waſted in 
tue and their prudence. Every man who had any regard for the by the ce 
happineſs of the public, was alarmed at the inundation of licentioul- tries, anc 
'peſs that overflowed this city, and began to ſpread itſelf to the fe: not and! 


mote; 
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noter parts of the kingdom; and it was determined that nothing 
wut a total prohibition of diſtilled liquors could preſerve the peace, 
1nd reſtore the virtue of the nation. 

A law was therefore made, which prohibited the retail of diſtilled 
firits; and it was expected that the people would immediately re- 
um to the uſe of more innocent and healthful liquors, and that the 
new art of ſudden intoxication would be wholly ſuppreſſed ; but 
yith how little knowledge of the diſpoſitions of the nation this hope 


in this vas formed, the event quickly diſcovered ; for no ſooner was the 


decency ling liquor withheld, than a general murmur was raiſed over all 
ved re parts of this great city, and all the lower orders of the people teſti- 
ſeverit fed their diſcontent in the moſt open manner. Multitudes were 


cl be i inmediately tempted by the proſpect of uncommon gain, to retail 


the prohibited liquors ; of theſe many were detected, and many. pu- 
iſhed ; and the trade of information was fo lucrative, and ſo cloſely 
flowed, that there was no doubt but the law would produce the 
et expected from it, and that the moſt obſtinate retailers would, 
by repeated proſecutions, be diſcouraged from the practice. 

But no ſooner did the people find their favourite gratification in 
real danger, than they unanimouſly engaged in its defence; they 
he pre-. uſcovered that without informers, the new law was without opera- 
of his tion; and the informers were therefore perſecuted by them without 
his lay mercy, and without remiſſion, till at laſt no man would venture to 
cluded provoke the reſentment of the populace for the reward to which i in- 


not in 
r ſure] 
overn. 
as ſuf. 


ſed, no 


e for "WT formation entitled him. 
Ltraint, Thus, my Lords, one law has been eluded by artifice, and ano- 
to VB ther defeated by violence; the practice of drinking ſpirits, however 
pernicious, ſtill continued to prevail; the magiſtrates could not puniſh 
mig g : crime of which they were not informed, and they could obtain na 
when information of a practice vindicated by the populace. 
lary to It is not indeed to be allowed that the cuſtom of drinking diſtilled 
ght bo lquors, however prevalent, has yet ariſen to the height at which 
utenc Bi the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt ſeems to imagine it arrived; for 
tough it is undoubtedly true that ſeven millions of gallons are an- 
aouſ wally diſtilled, it is not to be imagined that the whole quantity is 
f *. waſted in debauchery; ſome is exhauſted by the neceſſities, and ſome 
or the 


by the conveniencies of life; a great part is exported to other coun- 
tries, and the diſtillery promotes many other purpoſes than thoſe of 
not and licentiouſneſs. 
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That too EY however, is uſed by the common people, and that 
intemperance has for ſome time prevailed in a degree unknown tt 
any former age, cannot be denied; and therefore ſome means , 
reclaiming them ought to be tried. What then, my Lords, is i 
be done? The firſt law was eluded, the ſecond is defied; the {8 
was executed, but produced no reſtraint ; ; the ſecond produces a f 
ſtraint ſo violent, that it cannot be executed. 

That the preſent law is ineffectual, cannot be doubted by thoſe 


who aſſert, that the quantity of ſpirits diſtilled, has every year in 


creaſed; and there ſeems to remain therefore no other choice than 
that of ſuffering this increaſe to proceed,..or to endeavour to prevent 
it by new regulations. The preſent lau ought to be repealed, be. 
cauſe it is uſeleſs; but ſurely ſome other ought to ſupply its place 
which may be more eaſily enforced, and leſs violently oppoſed, 
The bill now before us, my Lords, will, in my opinion, anſwe 
all the purpoſes of the laſt, without noiſe, and without diſturbance, 
By leſſening the price of licences, it will put a ſtop to clandeſtine 
retail; and by raiſing that of the liquors, it will hinder the common 
people from drinking them in their uſual exceſs. Thoſe who hay 


hitherto Joſt their reaſon and limbs twice a day by their drunken- 


neſs, will not be able, under the intended regulations, to commit the 
ſame crime twice in a week; and as the temptation of cheapnels 
will be taken away, it may be hoped that the next generation will not 
fall into the ſame yice, 

Since therefore, my Lords, the arzuments in favour of this bill 
are at leaſt plauſible and ſpecious; ſince the deſign appears to be 
worthy of this Aſſembly, and the method propoſed ſuch as may be 
| boped to produce the effects which the projectors of the bill delire; 
and ſince the opinions of this Houſe are at leaſt divided, and the 
other has paſſed it almoſt without oppoſition, we ought at leaſt, in my 
opinion, not to reject it with precipitation, but to refer it to a Com- 
mittee, that it may be fully conſidered ; and thoſe objections which 
cannot be anſwered, removed by proper alterations. 

Lord CARTERET ſpoke to the following purport :— My Lords 
The bill now under our conſideration appears to me to deſerve 1 
much more cloſer regard than ſeems to have been paid to it in th 
other Houſe, through which it was hurried with the utmoſt prect- 
pitation, and where it was paſſed, almoſt without the formality of a (e- 


ate; nor can I think that earn ꝛeſtneſs with which ſome Lords {cen 
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and that 


nown tue conſequences which may be with great reaſon expected from it. 
neans of t has been urged, that where ſo great a number have formed 
s, is 1 ectstions of a national benefit from any bill, ſo much deference, 


the fff 
ES Are 


it leaſt, is due to their judgment, as that the bill ſhould be conſi- 
bred in a committee. This, my Lords, I admit to be in other caſes 
z juſt and reaſonable demand, and will readily allow that the pro- 


by theſ jolal not only of a conſiderable number, but even of any ſingle 
year in- Lord, ought to be fully examined, and regularly debated, according 
ice thank d the uſual forms of this Aſſembly. But in the preſent caſe, my 
prevent Lords, and in all caſes like the preſent, this demand is improper, 
led, be. becauſe it is uſeleſs ; and it is uſeleſs, becauſe we can do now, all that we 


can do hereafter in a committee. For the bill before us is a money bill, 
which, according to the preſent opinion of the Commons, we have 
no right to amend ; and which therefore we have no need of con- 
ſdering in a committee, fince the event of all our deliberations muſt 
be, that we are either to reject or paſs it in its preſent ſtate. For T 
ſuppoſe no Lord will think this a proper time to enter into a con- 


S place 
| 

anſwe 
Irbance. 


ndeſtine 


Ommon 


10 have troverſy with the Commons for the revival of thoſe privileges to 
runken-W which I believe we have a right, and ſuch a controverſy the leaſt 
mit the attempt to amend a money bill will certainly produce. 


To deſire therefore, my Lords, that this bill may be conſidered 
in a committee, is only to deſire that it may gain one ſtep without 
oppoſition ; that it may proceed through the forms of the Houſe by 
his bil fealth, and that the conſideration of it may be delayed till the exi- 
to be gencies of the Government ſhall be ſo great, as not to allow time 
may de for raiſing the ſupplies by any other method. 
delire; But this artifice, groſs as it is, the patrons of this wonderful bill 
nd tie hope to obſtruct a plain and open detection of its tendency. They 
, in y hope, my Lords, that the bill ſhall operate in the ſame manner with 
Com- the liquor which it is intended to bring into more general uſe; 
Which end that as thoſe that drink ſpirits are drunk before they are well 
aware that they are drinking, the effects of this law ſhall be per- 
ceived before we know that we have made it. Their intent is to 


eapnels 
will not 


Lords, 


ſerve ie us a dram of policy which is to be ſwallowed before it is taſted, 
in e and which, when once it is ſwallowed, will turn our heads. 

prect- But, my Lords, I hope we ſhall be ſo cautious as to examine 
f a ce. the draught which theſe ſtate empirics have thought proper to 


s ſeem 
\clined 


olfer us; and I am confident that a very little examination will 
convince 


clined to preſs it forward here, conſiſtent with the importance of 
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426 ' (rms, v 
convince us of the pernicious . of their new preparation, „. and w 
ſhew that it can have no other effect than that of 5 ache grati! 
Public. | To prete 
The law before us, my Lords, ſeems to be the effect of that prag x diminiſh 
tice of which it is intended likewiſe to be the cauſe, and to til violate tl 
dictated by the liquor of which it ſo effectually promotes the ul man. be 
for ſurely it never before was conccived by any man intruſted yu e that to 
the adminiſtration of public affairs, to raiſe taxes by the deſtrudial lt is inde 
of the people. nopoſed, © 
Nothing, my Lords, but the ate of all the moſt laboroad “be pure 
and uſeful part of the nation can be expected, from the licence wiel bl ſupp K 
is now propoſed to be given not only to drunkenneſs, but to drunken berefore, 
neſs of the moſt deteſtable and dangerous kind, to the abuſe na that it will 
only of intoxicating, but of poiſonous liquors. tax, a reve 
Nothing, my Lords, is more abſurd than to aſſert, that the uſe ¶ nent of th 
ſpirits will be hindered by the bill now before us, or indeed that i Fnnce. 
will not be in a very great degree promoted by it. For what pro. Surely, 
duces all kind of wickedneſs, but the proſpect of impunity on on en it be 1 
part, or the ſolicitation of opportunity on the other; either of theſ they may | 
have too frequently been ſufficient to overpower the ſenſe of mori commend 
lity, and even of religion; and what is not to be feared from them found real 
when they ſhall unite their force, and operate together; when temy- preſent mi 
tations ſhall be increaſed, and terror taken away: | ien the 
It is allowed by thoſe who have hitherto diſputed on either Cde of ce a ver 
this queſtion, that the people appear obſtinately enamoured of this people fro 
new liquor; it is allowed on both parts, that this liquor corrupts the Our m 
mind, enervates the body, and deſtroys vigour and virtue at the (ecellors, 
fame time; that it makes thoſe who drink it too idle, and too feeble I mente 
for work; and, while it impoveriſhes them by the preſent expence, cxaltation 
diſables them from retrieving its ill N aaa by ſubſequent ſpirits am 
induſtry, ſupport o 
It might be imagined, my Lords, that thoſe who had thus far e reſoly 
agreed, would not eaſily find any occaſion of diſpute ; nor would wile, ſhal 
any man, unacquainted with the motives by which ſenatorial de- public haf 


| bates are too often influenced, ſuſpect that after the pernicious qua- they ſhall 
lities of this liquor, and the general inclination among the people to Han to la 
the immoderate uſe of it, had been generally admitted, it could be after- of drunk 
wards enquired, whether it ought to be made more common, whetbet durely 


this univerſal thirſt for poiſon ought to be encouraged by the legiſa- txalted g 
| ture, 
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nue, and whether a new ſtatute ought to be made to ſecure drunkards 
i the gratification of their appetites. 
To pretend, my Lords, that the deſign of this bill is to prevent 


ITY 2 


tion, a 
oning ti 


hat prag « diminiſh the uſe of ſpirits, is to trample upon common ſenſe, and 
nd to o violate the rules of decency as well as of reaſon. For when did 
the ue man hear, that a commodity was prohibited by licenſing its ſale? 
fed wider that to offer and refuſe is the ſame action? 

(trudic t is indeed pleaded, that it will be made dearer by the tax which is 


propoſed, and that the increaſe of the price will diminiſh the numbers 


labor the purchaſers ; but it is at the ſame time expected, that this tax 
ce wie tal ſupply the expence of a war on the continent: it is aſſerted 
drunken berefore, that the conſumption of ſpirits will be hindered, and yet 
buſe no tat it will be ſuch as may be expected to furniſh, from a very ſmall 


tax a revenue ſufficient for the ſupport of armies, for the re-eſtabliſh- 
nent of the Auſtrian family, and the repreſſion of the W of 
France, 

Surely, my Lords, theſe expectations are not very n 
can it be imagined that they are both formed in the ſame head, though 
tey may be expreſſed by the ſame mouth. It is however ſome re- 
commendation of a ſtateſman, when of his aſſertions one can be 
found reaſonable or true; and in this praiſe cannot be denied to our 
preſent miniſters ; for though it is undoubtedly falſe, that this tax will 
len the conſumption of ſpirits, it is certainly true, that it will pro- 
duce a very large revenue, a revenue that will not fail but with the 
of thi people from whoſe debaucheries it ariſes. 
pts the Our miniſters will therefore have the ſame honour with their pre- 
at the Leceſſors, of having given riſe to a new fund, not indeed for the 
) feeble WY bayment of our debts, but for much more valuable purpoſes, for the 
cpence, I eraltation of our hearts under oppreſſion, for the elevation of our 
ſequent ſpirits amidſt miſcarriages and diſappointments, and for the chearful 
ſupport of thoſe debts; which we have loſt hopes of paying. They 
ae reſolved, my Lords, that the nation, which nothing can make 
wie, ſhall, while they are at its head, at leaſt be merry; and ſince 
public happineſs is the end of government, they ſeem to imagine that 
they ſhall deſerve applauſe by an expedient which will enable every 
nan to lay his cares aſleep, to drown ſorrow, and loſe in the delights 
of drunkenneſs both the public miſeries and his own. 

durely, my Lords, men of this unbounded benevolence, and this 
cxalted genius, deſerve ſuch honours as were never paid before; they 
deſerve 
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deſerve to beſtride a butt upon every ſign- poll in the metropolis, 
to have their countenances exhibited as tokens where this liquor 
to be fold by the licence which they have procured. They mug 
at leaſt remembered to future ages, as the happy politicians who, afte 
all expedients for raiſing taxes had been employed, diſcovered a ne 
method of draining the laſt reliques of the public wealth, and adde 
a new revenue to the government; nor will thoſe, who ſhall here 
after enumerate the ſeveral funds now eſtabliſhed among us, fotgt 
among the benefactors to their une the illuſtrious authors of th 
drinking fund, 

May I be allowed, my Lords, to b ee my countrymen a ant 
fellow-ſubjes upon the happy times which are now approaching, 
which no man will be diſqualified for the privilege of being Fog 


when all diſcontent and diſloyalty ſhall be forgotten, and the people The ſpec 
though now conſidered by the miniſtry as their enemies, ſhall a te only! 
knowledge the lenity of that government, under which all reftrainWpicty of t 
ure taken away, accaſion be 
But to a bill for ſuch deſirable purpoſes, it would * proper, myMiproperly to 
. to prefix a preamble, in which the kindneſs of our intention Ide only m 
ſhould be more fully explained, that the nation may not miſtake oui Lords, 
indulgence for cruelty, nor conſider their benefactors as their perſe. exceſs, me 
cutors. If therefore this bill be conſidered and amended, (for wh frictly, un 
elſe ſhould it be conſidered ?) in a committee, I ſhall humbly propoſe, things wh 
that it ſhall be introduced in this manner: * Whereas the deſigns Her) deg 
the preſent miniſtry, whatever they are, cannot be executed without ii natior 
a great number of mercenaries, which mercenaries cannot be hired cence gr: 
without money; and whereas the preſent diſpoſition of this nation t villing to 
drunkenneſs inclines us to believe, that they will pay more chearfully Drunke 
for the undiſturbed enjoyment of diſtilled liquors, than for any other Heil ans t 
conceſſion that can be made by the government, be it enacted, by the ofit not t 
King's moſt excellent Majeſty, that no man ſhall hereafter be denied be ren 
the right of being drunk on the following conditions.“. heavieſt t 
This, my Lords, to trifle no longer, is the proper preamble to this vole cat 
bill, which contains only the conditions on which the people of this amo 
kingdom are to be allowed henceforward to riot in debauchery, in nice, but 


debauchery licenſed by law, and countenanced by the magiſtrates; T which the 
for there is no doubt but thoſe on whom the inventors of this tax ſhal (ſtroyed 
confer authority, will be directed to aſſiſt their maſters in their defg Lord 


to encourage the conſumption of that liquor from which ſuch large before us 
; revenues 


ropolis 
is liquor 
-y muſt þ 
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enues are expected, and to multiply without end thoſe licences 
doch are to pay an yearly tribute to the crown. 
By this unbounded licence, my Lords, that price will be leſſened, 


who, ase om the increaſe of which the expectations of the efficacy of this law 
red a nel vr pretended ; for the number of retailers will leſſen the value as in 
and ada other caſes, and leſſen it more than this tax will increaſe it. Be- 


lies, it is to be conſidered, that at preſent the retailer expects to be 
jid for the danger which he incurs by an unlawful trade, and will 
wt truſt his reputation or his purſe to the mercy of his cuſtomer, 
without a profit proportioned to the hazard; but when once the re- 
fraint ſhall be taken away, he will fell for common gain - and it can 
budy be imagined, that at preſent he ſubjects himſelf to informations 
ig drunb nd penalties for leſs than ſix-pence a gallon. 

e people The ſpecious pretence, on which this bill is founded, and indeed 
ſhall ac le only pretence that deſerves to be termed ſpecious, is the p pro- 
reſtraingMpricty of taxing vice; but this maxim of government has on this 
eccaſion been either miſtaken or perverted. Vice, my Lords, is not 
properly to be taxed, but ſuppreſſed ; and heavy taxes are ſometimes 
he only means by which that ſuppreſſion can be attained, Luxury, 


hall here 
us, forgt 
ors of th 


men an 
ching, 


per, m 
tentiong 


take ou Lords, or the exceſs of that which is pernicious only by its 
ir perle eres, may very properly be taxed, that ſuch excels, though not 
for w frily, unlawful, may be made more difficult. But the uſe of theſe 


propoſe I tings which are ſimply burtful, hurtful in their own nature and in 
ſigns ofMWcrcry degree, is to be prohibited. None, my Lords, ever heard in 
without ny nation of a tax upon theft or adultery, becauſe a tax implies a 
e hired licence granted for the uſe of that which is taxed, to all who ſhall be 


tion to villing to pay it. 

earfuly ly Drunkenneſs, my Lords, is „ and in all circumſtances an 
y other evil, and therefore ought not to be taxed but puniſhed; and the means 
by the of it not to be made eaſy by a ſlight impoſt which none can feel, but 
denied be removed out of the reach of the people, and ſecured by the 
heavieſt taxes levied with the utmoſt rigour. I hope thoſe, to 
whole care the religion of the nation is particularly conſigned, will 
unanimouſly join with me in maintaining the neceſſity, not of taxing 
ice, but ſuppreſſing it; and unite for the rejection of a bill, by 
wich the future as well as preſent happineſs of thouſands muſt be 
eſtroyed. 

Lord LoxspALE ſpoke as follows: My Lords, The bill now 
before us has, from its firſt appearance in the other Houſe, ſeemed to 


me 
2 - 
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me of ſuch importance as to deſerve the greateſt attention, and de elevat 
demand the moſt diligent enquiry ; and I have therefore conſidereg Win? whon 


with uncommon care, and purſued all thofe enquiries from which Mi") whic 
could expect any aſſiſtance for diſcovering its tendency and its con, Wiſp uit! wi 
quences, with the niceſt and moft anxious vigilance, . uu ſcurrilit! 
That my attention and diligence may not wholly terminate in the No man 
gratification of idle and uſeleſs curioſity, it is proper to inform you ich objects. 
Lordſhips of their reſult; by which I hope to convince you, as a, ch as cant 
myſelf convinced, that this bill cannot become a law, without en gnation, 
dangering the lives of thouſands, without diſperſing diſeaſes oel venting, 
the nation, or without multiplying crimes beyond the poſfibility d Bot the? 
reſtraint or puniſhment ; that it will fill the land with confuſion fo never off 
a time, by infatuating the people, and afterwards lay it deſolate bn their r 
deſtroying them. | irits inflat 
All my enquiries, my Lords, have had one conftant and uniform tber to hu 
| effect. On what fide ſoever I have turned my ſpeculations, I have making 
found new arguments againſt this bill, and have diſcovered new mil. l conſed 
chiefs comprized in it; miſchiefs which, however ſome may endea. Wiſ"c) mal 
vour to overlook them, and others to deſpiſe them, will be found in idual are 
a ſhort time too general to be concealed, and too formidable to heMecovered 3 
neglected. 5 mploymen 
The firſt confideration, in which the neceſſity of deliberating on But tho! 
this bill engaged me, related to the quality of the liquors which are WW" pains a 
mentioned in it. With regard to this queſtion, my Lords, there luste the 
was no poſſibility of long ſuſpence ; for the pernicious effects of ſpirits Nementar) 
were confeſſed equally by all thoſe who countenanced and oppoſed if" only fi 
this new project; nor could any man take a ſurvey of this city with- als, but e 
out meeting in his way ſuch objects as might make all farther enquiry teſted the 
ſuperfluous. The idleneſs, the inſolence, the debauchery of the com- lamer 
mon people, and their natural and certain conſequences, poverty, biged to 
diſeaſes, miſery and wickedneſs, are to be obſerved without any in- Nor doc 
tention of indulging ſuch diſagreeable ſpeculations; in every part of WW) leſleniny 
this great metropolis, whoever ſhall paſs along the ſtreets, will find | thoſe x 
wretches ſtretched upon the pavement, inſenſible and motionleſs, and plied, 
only removed by the charity of paſſengers from the danger of being I Wan Fac 
cruſhed by carriages, or trampled by horſes, or ſtrangled with filth in r the ſup} 
the common ſewers; and others leſs helpleſs perhaps, but more daucher) 
dangerous, who have drank too much to fear puniſhment, but not n themſe] 


enough to hinder them from provoking it ; who think themſelves, MS"? or, v 


ll 


* 
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the elevation of | drunkenneſs, entitled to treat all thoſe with con- 
whom their dreſs diſtinguiſhes from them, and to reſent every 
har which in the heat of their imagination they ſuppoſe themſelves 
p uſer, with the utmoſt rage of reſentment, violence of rudeneſs, 
nd ſcurrility of tongue. | 
No man can paſs a ſingle hour in a public places without meeting 
ich objects, or hearing ſuch expreſſions as diſgrace human nature; 
ich as cannot be looked upon without horror, or heard without in- 


te in the 
rm You 


as 1 an wm 
rk 4 ignation, and which there is however no poſſibility of removing or 
ſes oe rventing, vrhilſt this hateful liquor is publicly ſold. 

bility o But the viſible and obvious effects of theſe pernicious ae 


vnever offenſive or inconvenient, are yet much leſs to be dreaded 
un their more ſlow and ſecret operations. That exceſs of diſtilled 
gits inflames the poor to inſolence and fury ; that it expoſes them 
ther to hurt by making them inſenſible of danger, or to puniſhment 
y making them fearleſs of authority, is not to be reckoned the moſt 
1 conſequence of their uſe; for theſe effects, though their fre- 
wency makes it neceſſary to ſuppreſs them, with regard to each indi- 
dual are of no long duration; the underſtanding is in a ſhort time 
covered after a ſingle debauch, and the drunkard may return to his 
mployment. 1 ; 

But though the pleaſures of drunkenneſs. are quickly at an end, 

s pains are of longer continuance, Theſe liquors not only in- 
tuate the mind, but poifon the body; nor do they produce only 
domentary fury, but incurable debility and lingering diſeaſes; they 
ot only fill our ſtreets with madmen, and our priſons with crimi- 
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with- als, but our hoſpitals with cripples. Thoſe who have for a time 
nquiry feſted the public walks with their inſults, quickly diſturb them with 
» com. Neir lamentations, and are ſoon reduced from bullies to beggars, and 


erty, dliged to ſolicit alms from thoſe they uſed to threaten and inſult, 

ny in- Vor docs the uſe of ſpirits, my Lords, only impoveriſh the public, 

part of i) leſlening the number of uſeful and laborious hands, but by cutting 

in find f thoſe recruits by which its natural and inevitable loſſes are to be 

8, and Npplied. The uſe of diſtilled liquors impairs the fecundity of the 
being uman race, and hinders that increaſe which Providence has ordained 

61th in r the ſupport of the world. Thoſe women who riot in this poiſonous 
more cbauchery are quickly difabled from bearing children, by bringing 

it not i" — in a ſhort time all the infirmities and weakneſſes of 


elves, ee; or, what is yet more deſtructive to general happineſs, produce 
in 3 children 


of the preſent age, the health of poſterity, and the exiſtence of thy 


4 
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children diſeaſed from their birth by the vices of their parents, chi WW, he prog 
dren whoſe blood is tainted with inveterate- and accumulated mala exact a. 
dies, for which no cure can be expected; and who therefore ate 3 in in our 
additional burden to the eommunity, and muſt be ſupported through nen out. 
a miſerable life by that labour which they cannot ſhare, and my From th 
be protected by that community of which they cannot contribute t be related 
the defence. | jears a ki 
Thus, my Lords, is the great ſource of power and wealth dris by which t 
up, the numbers of the people are every day diminiſhed, and by con den with 
ſequence our armies mult be weakened, our trade abandoned, aud ocmer tim 
our lands uncultivated. Fo diminiſh the people of any nation is d inſtead 
moſt atrocious' political crime that it is poſſible to commit; for! The am 
tends not to enſlave or impoveriſh, but to annihilate ; not to male: years, is A 
nation miſerable, but to make it no longer a nation, ries of dri 
Such, my Lords, are the effects of diſtilled liquors; effects of whicl Lordſhips 

I would not have ſhocked you with the enumeration, had it not bee uſt quant 
with a delign of preventing them; and ſurely no man will be charge ¶ dat perioc 
with ſo trivial an offence as negligence of delicacy, when he is pleau dre milli 
ing, not for the honour or the life of a ſingle man, but for thepeac{WMlcreaſed to 
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Britiſh people. 

After having examined the nature of theſe liquors, it is natur 
to enquire, how much they are in uſe; whether mankind appear u 
know their quality, and- avoid and deteſt them like other poiſons 
or whether they are conſidered as inoffenſive, and drank like othe 
liquors to raiſe the ſpirits, or to gladden the heart; whether the 
make part of ſocial entertainments, and whether they are handed round 


at public tables, without any ſuſpicion of their fatal conſequences, The ef 
It is well known, my Lords, that theſe liquors have not beef able; nor 
. in uſe among the common people. Spirits were at firſt on nels in ſu 
imported from foreign countries, and were by conſequence too dei ¶ neaneſt 
for the luxurics of the vulgar. In time it was diſcovered, that ſance; 
was practicable to draw from grain, and other products of our ow and wide! 
ſoil, ſuch liquors as, though not equally pleaſing to elegant pala ue the qu; 
' With thoſe of other nations, reſembled them at leaſt in their incbriatin ſeven mil 
quality, and might be afforded at an eaſy rate, and conſequent Such, 
generally purchaſcd. millions « 
This diſcovery, my Lords, gave tile to the new trade of diſtilling by the in] 
which has been now for many years carried on in this nation, aug it is, wil 
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{the progreſs of which, ſince the duties were laid upon its produse, 
n exact account may be eaſily obtained, which I thought ſo neceſ- 
fry in our deliberations on this is: that I have procured it to be 
lawn out. 

From this account, my Lords, it will be n what n 
e related without the utmoſt grief, that there has prevailed for many 
jears a kind of contagious. infatuation among the common people, 
by which they have been incited to poiſon themſelves and their chil- 
den with diſtilled ſpirits ; they have forſaken thoſe liquors which in 
mer times enlivened their converſation and exalted their merriment, 
ind inſtead of ale and beer, rioted of late in diſtilled ſpirits. 

The amazing increaſe of the conſumption of ſpirits for the laſt ten 
jears, is a proof too evident of the prevalence of this deſtructive ſpe- 
ces of drunkenneſs ;| and I ſhall therefore, without troubling your 
Lordſhips with earlier accounts, only mention in round numbers, the 
uſt quantities for which the duty has been paid for a few. years in 
that period. In the year 1733, the number of gallons diſtilled was 
tree millions and nine hundred thouſand, which in 1735 was in⸗ 
creaſed to five millions and three hundred thouſand : ſoon afterwards 
the law was made which we are now perſuaded to repeal, by the 
execution of which, however feeble and irreſolute, the number was 
reduced in the firſt year afterwards to three millions, and might per- 
haps by ſteady perſeverance have been eyery year leſſened; but in a 
ſhort time the people prevailed in the conteſt with the legiſlators, they 
intimidated information, and wearied proſecution ; and were atlength 
alowed to indulge themſelves in the enjoyment of their favourite vice 
vithout any farther moleſtation. —_ 

The effects of this indulgence, my Lords, have been very remark- 
able; nor can it-be denied, that the government betrayed great weak- 
neſs in ſuffering the laws to be over-ruled by drunkenneſs, and the 
neaneſt and moſt profligate of the people to ſet the ſtatutes at de- 
fance; for the vice which had been fo feebly oppoſed ſpread wider 
ind wider, and every year added regularly another million of gallons 
to the quantity of ſpirits diſtilled, till in the laſt year they aroſe to 
kven millions and one hundred thouſand gallons. _ 

Such, my Lords, is at preſent the ftate of the nation: twelve 
millions of gallons of theſe poiſonous liquors are every year ſwallowed 
by the inhabitants of this kingdom; and this quantity, enormous as 


tis, will probably every year increaſe, till the number of the people 
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larly, to ſupply that 5 of it which, if it be true, he neglected! 
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ſhall be fenſibly diminiſhed by the diſeaſes which i it muſt produce; ng 
ſhall we find any decay of this pernicious trade, but _ the general 
mortality that will overſpread the kingdom. 

At leaſt if this vice ſhould be ſuppreſſed, it muſt be ſuppreſſed hy 
fome ſupernatural interpoſition of Providence; for nothing is more 


abſurd than to imagine, that the bill now before us can produce any 
ſuch effect. For what, my Lords, encourages any man to a crine 


but ſecurity from punifhment, or what tempts him to the commiſſion 


of it but frequent opportunity! ? We are however'about to reform the 
practice of drinking ſpirits, by making ſpirits more eaſy to be pro. 
cured; we ate about to hinder them from being bought, by Exempting 
the vender from all fear of puniſhment. 

It has indeed been aſſerted, that the tax now to be laid upon 
theſe liquors will have ſuch wonderful effects, that thoſe who are it 
preſent drunk twice a day, will not be henceforward able to commi 
the ſame crime twice a week; an aſſertion which I could not bes 
without wondering at the new difcoveries which miniſterial fagacit 
can ſometimes make. - | 
In deliberations on a ſubject of fuch importance, my Lords, no 
man ought to content himſelf with conjecture, where certainty may, 
at whatſoever expence of labour, be attained ; nor ought any man 
to neglect a careful and attentive examination of his notions befor 


he offers them in public conſultations ; for if they were erroneous, 


and no man can be certain that he is in the right, who has never 
brought hjs own opinions to the teſt of enquiry, he expoſes bimſe 
to be detected in ignorance or temerity, and to that contempt which 
ſuch detection naturally and juſtly produces; or if his audience 


- ſubmit their reaſon to his authority, and negle& to examine his aſer- 


tions, in confidence that he has ſufficiently examined them himſ{cl, 
he may ſuffer what to an honeſt mind muſt be far more painful than 


any perſonal ignominy, he may languiſh under the conſciouſneſs of 
having influenced the public counſels by falſe declarations, and ha- 


ing by his negligence betrayed his country to calamities which a cloſer 


attention might have enabled him to have foreſeen, 


Whether the noble Lord, who alledged the certainty of reforms 
tion which this bill will produce, ever examined his own opinion, | 
know not; but think it neceſſary at leaſt to conſider it more partic!- 
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ny the proportion to be as ſeven to one; and therefore to prevent 
irunkenneſs in the degree which he perſuades us to expect, the price 
of the liquor muſt be raiſed in the ſame proportion; but the duty laid 


reſled h 
is more 
duce an 


a crime upon the gallon will not increaſe the price a fifth part, even though it 
nmiſton dould not be eluded by diſtilling liquors of an extraordinary ſtrength z 
form the one fifth part of the price is therefore, in his Lordſhip's eſtimate, equal 


be pro- 
which have been produced in favour of this bill; and ſuch is the dili- 


temptine 

* rence with which the public happineſs is promoted by thoſe who have 
id upon hopes of being enriched by public calamities, 
0 are u As the tax will not make a fifth part of the price, and even that 
commit nay be in ſome meaſure evaded, the duty paid for licences ſcarcely 
not heat deſerves conſideration ; for it is not intended to hinder retailers, but 
fagacithMſ tv make them uſeful in ſome degree to the miniſtry, by paying an 


yearly tax for the licence of poiſoning. 

It is therefore apparent, upon the noble Lord's ſuppoſition that 
the price of the liquor will be raiſed in conſequence of this tax, 
that no man can be hindered from more than a fifth part of his uſual 
debauchery, which however would be ſome advantage to the public; 
but even this ſmall advantage cannot be expected from the bill, be- 


ords, no 
Wy may, 
iny man 
s befor 
roneous, 


as never cauſe one part will obſtruct the benefits that might be hoped from 
s himſei another, | 
t which The duty upon liquors, however inconſiderable, will be neceſſarily 


dienen augmentation:of the price to the £722 buyer, but probably that 
is aſſer N zugmentation will be very little felt by the conſumer. For, my Lords, 
himſchi it muſt be conſidered, that many circumſtances concur to conſtitute 
ful thang the price of any commodity ; the price of what is in itſelf cheap, may 
neſs o be raiſed by the art or the condition of thoſe: that fell it; what is 
nd hav-Wi engrofled by a few hands, is fold dearer than when the ſame quantity 
a cloſer 3 diſperſed in many; and what is fold in ſecurity, and under the pro- 
tection of the law, is cheaper than that which expoſes the vender to 


eform. ¶ proſecutions and penalties, 


inion, i At preſent, my Lords, diſtilled ſpirits are fold in oppoſition to the 
partie. Hlkus of the kingdom; and therefore it is reaſonable, as has been 
ected i before obſerved, to believe that an extraordinary profit is expected, 


produce 
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en, eee found falſe, how little confident aſſertions 


Between twice a day, and twice a week, the noble Lord will not 


to the whole price ſeven times multiplied. Such are the arguments 


becauſe no man will incur danger without advantage, It is at pre- 
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fent retailed for the greateſt part by indigent perſons, 8 be 
ſuppoſed to buy it in large quantities, and cenſequently not at the 
Cheapeſt rate; and who muſt of neceſſity gain a large profit, becauſe 

they are to ſubſiſt upon a very ſmall ſtock. 
\ Theſe cauſes concurring, may be eaſily imagined to raiſe the pie 
j more than a fifth part above the profit which is expected in other 
= traffic; but when this bill ſhall become a law, the neceſſity of ag 
: profit will no longer ſubſiſt ; for there will then be no danger in re. 
| tailing ſpirits, and they will be chiefly fold in houſes by perſons who 
| can afford to purchaſe them in great quantities, who can be truſted 
. | by the diſtiller, for the uſual time allowed in other trades ; and who 
J | therefore may ſell them without any exorbitant advantage. 
Beſides, my Lords, it is reaſonable to imagine, that the preſent 
| profit to the retailer is very great, ſince, like that which ariſes from 
4 the clandeſtine exportation of wool, it is ſufficient to tempt multi. 
=_ tudes to a breach of the law, a contempt of penalties, and a defianc 
; of the magiſtrates; and it may be therefore imagined, that there is 
room for a conſiderable abatement of the price, which may ſubtraf 
much more than is added by this new duty. 
|. This deduction from the price, my Lords, will probably be foon] 
roduced by the emulation of retailers, who, when the trade becomes 
5 and public, will endeavour to attract buyers by low rates; for 
what the noble Lord, whoſe ingenious aſſertion I am now oppoſing, 
has declared with reſpe& to traders, that for a tax of a penny upon 
any commodity, they oblige the conſumers to advance two-pence, is 
not univerſally true; and [I believe it is as likely, that the people vil 
inſiſt upon having the ſame liquor at the uſual price, without regard 
ts the tax, as that the venders will be able to raiſe their price in an 
unreaſonable proportion. The obſtinacy of the people with regard to 
this liquor, my Lords, has already appeared ; and I am inclined to 
believe, that they who have confeſſedly conquered the legiſlature, wil 
not ſuffer themſelves to be overcome * the ſame cauſe by the avarice 
of. alehouſe- keepers, 
I am therefore confident, my Lords, that this bill will produce nd 
beneficial effects even in this city; and that in the country, where 
te (ale of ſpirits was hindered by the late law, or where at leaſt it 
might have been hindered in à great meaſure, it will propagate wickel- 
neſs and debauchery in a degree never yet known ; the torrent d 


licentiouſneſs will break at once upon it, and a ſudden freedom from 
reſtraint 
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eint will produce a wanton enjoyment of privileges which had 
yer been thought ſo valuable, had they never been taken away. 
Thus, while the crowds of the capital are every day thinned by the 
ienſed diſtributers of poiſon, the country, which is to be conſidered 
« the nurſery in which the human ſpecies is chiefly propagated, will 
e made barren ; and that race of men will be intercepted, which is 
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acroachments of future uſurpation. 

The bill, my Lords, will therefore pitch none of the ati 
ages which thoſe who promote it have had the confidence to promiſe 
the public. But let us now examine, whether they have not been 
more ſagacious in 1 the benefits which they expect from it 
temſelves. | 

That one of the intentions of it is to raiſe a ſum to fupply hs i 
defiance rreſent exigencies of the government is not denied; that this is the 
there u only intention is generally believed, and believed upon the ſtrongeſt 
raſons ; for it is the only effect which it can poſſibly produce; and 
to this end it is calculated with all the ſkill of men, long verſed in a ths 2 
ludable art of contriving taxes and of raiſing money. 

| have already ſhewn to your Lordſhips, that ſeven aillions of _ 
gellons of ſpirits are annually diſtilled in this kingdom; this con- 
ſumption, at the ſmall duty of ſix-pence a gallon, now to be impoſed, - 
will produce an yearly revenue of 175,000]. and the tax upon li- 
cences may be rated at a very large ſum; ſo that there is a fund 
ſuficient, 1 hope, for the N which a land war is to n | 
upon us. | 

But we are not to forget, my Lands; that this is only the produce 
the firſt year, and that the tax is likely to afford every year a larger 
revenue, As the conſumption of thoſe liquors, under its late diſ- 
couragements, has advanced a million of gallons every year, it may 
be reaſonably imagined, that by the countenance of the legiſlature, and 
te protection of authority, it will increaſe in a double proportion; 
and that in ten years more, twenty millions will be diſtilled 8 your 
or the deſtruction of the people. 

Thus far, my Lords, the ſcheme of the miniſtry appears proſper- 
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ars. dus; but all proſperity, at leaſt all the proſperity of diſhoneſty, muſt 
= in time have an end. The practice of drinking cannot be for ever 
m from 


continued, becauſe it will hurry the preſent generation to the grave, 
reſtraint f f 3 and 


U = 
8 N 9 1 3 
/ p ONT 
* 


3 
? 
* 


I” 


and prevent the production of bert the revenue muſt * with It has 
the conſumption, and the conſumption muſt be at an end when te tie uſt ot 
conſumers are deſtroyed. | dem wil 

But this, my Lords, cannot ſpeedily r nor have our miniſter; i ion, whi 


any dread of miſeries which are only to fall in diſtant times upon nion is 
another generation. It is ſufficient for them, if their expedient can With 1 
ſupply thoſe exigencies which their counſels have brought upon the dis tax ls 
public; if they pay their court to the crown with ſucceſs, at what n this de 
ever diſadvantage to the people, and continue in power till they hays the queſti 
enlarged their fortunes, and then without puniſhment retire to enjoy to thoſe v 
them. | . of their 0 

But I hope, my ba that we ſhall act upon very different princi. Ide ſtate 
ples; that we ſhall examine the moſt diſtant conſequences of our nd confi 
reſolutions, and conſider ourſelves, not as the agents of the crown to diſcover 7 
levy taxes, but as the guardians of the people to promote the public ¶ 1o0vince, 
happineſs; that we ſhall always remember, that happineſs can be fit then 


produced only by virtue; and that ſince this bill can tend only to the [ ſhall 
increaſe of debauchery, we ſhall, without the formality of a commit- ſequence, 
ment, unanimouſly reject it with indignation and abhorrence. (ch drea 
Lord CAR TERET ſpoke to the following effe&t : — My Lord, dil, that 
The bill now before us has been examined with the utmoſt acuteneſ, WM '? be calc 
and oppoſed with all the arts of eloquence and argumentation ; nor in the hi 
has any topic been forgotten that could ſpeciouſly be employed againſt WM corruptio! 
it. It has been repreſented by ſome as contrary to policy, and by The pr 
others as oppoſite ta religion; its conſequences have been diſplayed WM well b; 
with all the confidence of prediction, and the motives upon which it ¶ ut of di 
has been formed, declared to be ſuch, as, I hope, every man abhors execution 
who projected or defends it. luppoſes 
It has been aſſerted, that this bill owes its exiſtence only to the the magiſ 
neceſſity of raiſing taxes for the ſupport of unneceſſary troops, to be iff cefſary, a 
employed in uſeleſs and dangerous expeditions ; and that thoſe who oppoſed \ 
defend it have no regard to the happineſs or virtue of the people, nor Wi bardſhip f 
any other deſign than to raiſe ſupplies, and gratify the miniſtry, » „They! 
In purſuance of this ſcheme of argument, the conſequences of ti and have 
bill have been very artfully deduced, and very copiouſly explained; Vigourous 
and it has been aſſerted, that by paſſing it, we ſhall ſhew ourſelves I At firſt th 
the patrons of vice, the defenders of debauchery, and the promote! reſolved te 
the penalt 
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ſt has been declared, that in conſequence of this law, by which 
de uſe of diſtilled liquors is intended to be reſtrained, the retailers of 
dem will be multiplied, and multiplied without end; till the corrup- 
ton, which is already too extenſive, is become general, and the 
ution is transformed into a herd of drunkards. | 
With regard to the uſes to which the money which ſhall aids "Y 
this tax is to be applied, though it has been more than once mentioned 
in this debate, I ſhall paſs it over, as without any connection with 
he queſtion before us. To confound different topics, may be uſeful 
o thoſe whoſe deſign is to impoſe upon the inattention or weakneſs 
of their opponents, as they may be enabled by it to alter ſometimes 
the ſtate of the controverſy, and to hide their fallacies in perplexity - 
and confuſion, but always to be avoided by thoſe who endeavour ta 
diſcover and to eſtabliſh truth, who diſpute not to confound but to 
convince, and who intend not to diſturb the public deliberations. bub 
aſſt tem. 8 
[ ſhall therefore, my Low. W 3 to ſhow that the con- 
kquence, of which ſome Lords expreſs, and I believe with ſincerity, 
uch dreadful apprehenſions, is not in reality to be feared from thig 
ill, that it will probably promote the purpoſe for which it is declared 
to be calculated, and that it will by no means produce that havock. 
in the human ſpecies which ſeems to be ſuſpected, or diffuſe that 
corruption through the people which has been confidently foretold. 
The preſent ſtate of this vice, my Lords, has been fully explained 
z well by thoſe who oppoſe the bill as by thoſe who defend it. The 
ule of diſtilled liquors is now prohibited by a penal law, but the 
execution of this law, as of all others of the ſame kind, neceſſarily 
luppoſes a regular information of the breach of it to be laid before 
the magiſtrate. The people conſider this law, however juſt or ne- 
cellary, as an act of the moſt tyrannical cruelty, which ought to be 
oppoſed with the utmoſt Readineſs and vigour, as an inſupportable 
bardſhip from which they ought at any rate to ſet themſelves free. 
They have determined, therefore, not to be governed by this law, 
and have conſequently endeavoured to hinder its execution ; and ſo 
Vigourous have been their efforts, that they have at laſt prevailed. 
At firſt they only oppoſed it by their perſeverance and obſtinacy, they 


reſolyed to perſiſt in the practice of retailing liquors without regard to 
the penalties which they might incur by it; and therefore as one was 


put to priſon, his place was immediately ſupplied by another; and ſo 
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frequent were the informations and ſo fruitleſs the penalties, that u 
chief magiſtrate of the metropolis lamented publickly in the 00 
Houſe, the unpleaſing neceſſity to which he was ſubjected by that lay! 
ef fining and impriſoning without end, and without e of pre 
curing the reformation that was intended, 


Thus they proceeded for ſome time, and appeared to hope that Soon af 
the magiſtrates would after a while connive at a practice, which they tured after 
ſhould find no degree of ſeverity ſufficient to ſuppreſs; that they would of the pec 
fink under the fatigue of puniſhing to no purpoſe, that they would by ebſtru&ted 
degrees relax their vigilance, and leave the people in quiet poſſefion I wiled, aft 
of that felicity which they appeared to rate at ſo high a price. theſe deſt 

Alt length, my Lords, inſtead of wearying the magiſtrates, they luſt has ve 
grew weary themſelves, and determined no longer to bear perſecution il for the p 
for their enjoyments, but to reſiſt that law which they could no have alre: 
evade, and to which they would not ſybmit. They therefore deter. For, if 
mined to mark out all thaſe who by their informations promoted its Wl authentic 
execution, as public enemies, as wretches who for the ſake of a re. iſ crery yea 
ward, carried on a trade of perjury and perſecution, and who haraſſed I greateſt q 
their innocent neighbours only for carrying on a lawful employment bauchery 
for ſupplying the wants of the poor, relieving the wearineſs of the Ml this conſ 

labourer, adminiſtring ſolace to the dejected, and cordials to the ſick, WM this vice 
The word was therefore given that no informer ſhould be ſpared; By op 
and when an offender was ſummoned by the civil officers, crowds lf wlicenſe 
watched at the door of the magiſtrate to reſcue the priſoner, and ta I price of 
diſcoyer and ſeize the witneſs upon whoſe teſtimony he was convicted; ¶ equal cer 


and unfortunate was the wretch who, with the imputation of this Wl number « 
erime upon him, fell into their hands; it is well remembered by WY that of th 
every man who at that time was converſant in this city, with what Wi the tree! 
outcries of vengeance an informer was purſued i in the public ſtreets WW fillers, le 
and in the open day; with what exclamations of triumph he was Some 
ſeized, and with what rage of cruelty he was tormented. of licenſ 

One jnſtange of their fury I yery particularly remember, as a man Wl people, - 
was paſling along the ſtreets, the alarm was given that he was an Wil dulged h 
Informer againſt the retailers of ſpirjtuous liquors, t the populace were Wl ſhops to 


immediately gathered as in a timę of common danger, and united in Wl publicati 


the purſuit as pf a beaſt of prey, which it was criminal not to deſtroy; 'Y it b 
the man diſcoyered, either by conſciouſneſs or intelligence, tis} # houſe 
danger, and fled for his life with the utmoſt precipitation; but no peace, t 
houſekeeper durſt afford him ſhelter, the cry increaſed upon him 01 I vil tak; 


al 
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that oof 1 bands, and the populace rolled on after him with a torrent not to 
he other de refiſted ; and be was upon the point of being overtaken, and like 


that law; 
of pro. hearing the tumult, and enquiring the reaſon, opened his doors to 
| he diſtreſſed fugitive, and ſheltered him from a cruel death. | 
Soon afterwards there was a ſtop put to all information; no man 
ich they tared afterwards, for the fake of a reward, expoſe himſelf to the fury 
y would of the people, and the uſe of theſe deſtructive liquors was no longer 
yould by obſtructed. How much the practice of this kind of debauchery pre- 
offefion Ml wiled, after this ſhort reſtraint, and how much the conſumption of 
pe theſe deſtructive liquors has increaſed, the noble Lord who ſpoke 


Ope that 


es, they WY lat has very accurately informed us, nor can any argument be offered 
ſecution i for the preſent bill more ſtrong than that which his We 
uld not have already furniſhed. 

e deter. For, if it appears, my Lords, and it cannot be doubted after ſuch 


oted its WW authentic teſtimonies, that ſeven millions of gallons of ſpirits are 
f a re, every year conſumed in this kingdom, and that of theſe far the 
haraſſed] geateſt quantity is waſted in the moſt ſlagitious and deſtructive de- 
qyment hauchery ; it is ſurely at length neceſſary to conſider by what means 
of the BMW this conſumption, which cannot be ſtopped, may be leſſened, and 
he ſick, ¶ this vice obſtructed, which cannot be reformed. | 
ſpared; WW By opening a ſufficient number of licenſed ſhops, the number of 
crowds Wl unlicenſed retailers will be neceſſarily leſſened, and by raiſing the 
and to Wi price of the liquor, the quantity which the poor drink, muſt with 
vided; Wi equal certainty be diminiſhed; and as it cannot be imagined that the 
of this WM number of thoſe who will pay annually for licences, can be equal to 
red by Wi that of the petty traders, who now diſpoſe of ſpirits in cellars and in 
h what WW the ſtreets ; it is reaſonable to believe that ſince there will be fewer 
ſtreets, BW fellers, leſs will be ſold. 
he was Some Lords have indeed declared their ſuſpicion, that the ul 
of licenſed ſhops will be ſuch as will endanger the health of the 
a man WY people, and the peace of the commonwealth ; and one has ſo far in- 
was an BY dulped his imagination, as to declare that he expects fifteen hundred 
e were Bi ſhops to be ſet open for the ſale of ſpirits, in a ſhort time after the 
ited in Bi publication of this law. | 
eſtroy; If it be anſwered, that no ſpirits can be ſold but by thoſe who keep 
e, his BY r houſe of public entertainment by a licence from the juſtices of the 
wut no peace, the opponents of the bill have a feply ready, that the juſtices 
my will take all opportunities to promote the increaſp of the reyenue, and 
ab will 


ome others deſtroyed, when one of the greateſt perſons in the nation, 1 
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will. W grant a licence when it is demanded, without regard to e 
the miſchiefs that may ariſe from the increaſe of the retreats of idle. 


7 
neſs and receptacles of vice; and that. therefore to allow Juſtices tg wo 
grant licences for the retail of any commodity. upon which a tax ut wone 
laid, is to permit the ſale of it without limits. de habit 

But, my Lords, this argument will vaniſh, when it is 1 For tl 
that thoſe juſtices to whom the law commits the ſuperintendeney of comme 
public houſes, are ſuperintended themſelves by men who derive their ent of t 
authority from a higher power, and whoſe cenfures are more formida. Wil i enforc 
ble than judicial penalties. The conduct of the juſtices, my Lords, il ge peopl 
as of every other perſon, lies open to the obſervation. of the reverend ererted fc 


clergy, by whoſe counſels it is to be regulated, and by whoſe ad. be ſhaker 


monitions it ought to be reformed ; admonitions which cannot be 


ſuppoſed to be without force from men to whom the great province ; _— 
of preaching virtue and truth is committed, and whole profeſſion is luxury m 
fo much reverenced, that reputation and infamy are generally in welled ; 
their power. | His Le 
Should the ere my Lond abuſe theie authority, either for the WW uc of thi 
increaſe of the revenue, or any other purpoſe, what could they expect WY «ly juſt, 
but to be marked out on the next day of public worſhip for reproach WM has the x 
and derifon } ? What could they hope but that their crimes ſhould he obliged te 
diſplayed in the moſt odious view to their neighbours, their children I tis tax, 
and their dependants ; and that all thoſe from whom nature or inteteſt ppellatio 
teaches them to deſire fi iendſhip, reverence, or eſteem, will be To cal 
taught to conſider them as the ſlaves of power and the agents of rery eaſy ; 
villainy, as the propagators of debauchery, and the enemies of Wil fite the a 
mankind ? | a tax upo 
, +», There is, therefore, my Lords, reaſon to bow that the bill may WM preventio 
be uſeful, becauſe it will be hindered from being detrimental ; and as te comp: 
there is an ablolute neceſſity of doing ſomething, and no better That i 
method can at preſent be propoſed, I think this ought not to be lizence o 
rejected. We have found by experience that the public is not to be Lords, a, 
reformed at once, and that the progreſs from corruption to reforma- ftrent cor 
tion muſt be gradual ; and as this bill enforces ſome degrees of delicacies 
amendment, it is at leaſt more eligible than the preſent law, which WI another te 
is wholly without effect, becauſe no man will dare to put it i want for 
execution. 3 5 | liſtilled ſp 
Every man muſt be convinced by his own experience of the di fie poor, 


faculty with which loag habits are ſurmounted, 1 myſelf ſuffer ſome 
; ay e indulgence 
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regard to adulgence which yet J cannot prevail upon myſelf to forbear; this 
of idle. naulgence is the uſe of too much ſnuff, to which it is well known 
uſtices to t many perſons of rank are not leſs addicted; and therefore I do 
a tax iz ot wonder that the law is ineffectual, which is to encounter with 
obe habits and appetites of the whole maſs of the common people. 
onſidered For this reaſon, my Lords, I cannot approve what has been 
deney of recommended in this debate, any new law that may put the enjoy- 
ive their nent of this liquor yet farther from them, by facilitating proſecutions, 
formida-| or enforcing penalties, as I am convinced that the natural force of 
Lords, he people is ſuperior to the law, and that their natural force will be 
reverend Wi exerted for the defence of their darling ſpirits, and the whole nation 
boſe al- te ſhaken with univerſal ſedition. 
nnot be t has been objected by the noble Lord, that the tax now propoſed 
province is ſuch as never was raiſed in any government, becauſe, though _ 
eſſion i luxury may confeſſedly be taxed, vice ought to be conſtantly. ſup, 
rally ig weſled ; and this, in his Lordſhip's opinion, is a tax upon vice. 
His Lordſhip's diſtinction between luxury and vice, between the 
for the ig of things unlawful, and the exceſs of things lawful, is undoubt- 
y exped edly juſt, but by no means applicable on this occaſie n; nor indeed 
eproach Wi bas the noble Lord with all his art been able to apply it; for he, was 
ould be obliged to change the terms in his argument; and, inſtead of calling 
hildren this tax, a tax upon ſtrong liquors, to ſtigmatiſe it with the SP 
nterell appellation of a tax upon drunkenneſs. 
wil be To call any thing what it really is not, and then to cenſus.) 1 is 
nts oi very eaſy; too eaſy, my Lords, to be done with ſucceſs. To con- 
nies of WY fute the argument it is only neceilary to obſerve, that this tax is not 
a tax upon drunkenneſs, but a tax laid upon ſtrong liquors. for the 
11] may Wi prevention of drunkenneſs ; ; and by conſequence, ſuch as falls within 
and as the compaſs of his own definition. | | 
better That it is not a tax upon luxury cannot be inferred from the i in- 
to be ligence of thoſe whom it is intended to reform ; for luxury is, my 
t to be Lords, ad modum Poſſidentis, of different kinds, in proportion to dif- 
form- ferent conditions of life, and one man may very decently enjoy thoſe 
'ees of Wl celcacies or pleaſures to which it would be fooiith and criminal in 
waict another to aſpire. Whoever ſpends upon ſuperfluities what he muſt 
it in yant for the neceſſities of life, is luxurious ; and. exceſs therefore of 
liſtilled ſpirits may be termed with the utmoſt propriety. the luxury of 
fie poor, 
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This, my Lords, appeared to be the opinion of thé noble Lord 
who ſpoke ſo copiouſly on this queſtion at the beginning of the de. 
bate ; of this opinion was the Rev. Prelate when he obſerved, thi 
neceſſity itſelf was become luxurious, and of this opinion muſt every man 
be who adviſes ſuch a duty to be laid upon theſe liquors as may at 
once debar the poor from the uſe of them; for ſuch a propoſal evi. 
dently ſuppoſes them unneceſſary, and all em of things not 


neceflary is a degree of luxury. 
Too tax this luxury, which is perhaps the moſt pomiciony of all 


others, is now propoſed ; but it is propoſed to tax it only to ſuppreſs 
it, to ſuppreſs it by ſuch flow degrees as may be borne by the people; 
and I hope a law ſo ſalutary will not be oppoſed only becauſe it may 
afford the government a preſent ſupply. 

The Duke of NEwcAsTLE then roſe up and ſpoke to the following 
effect: My Lords, I am of opinion that this debate would have 
been much ſhorter, had not the noble Lords who have ſpoken in it 
ſuffered themſelves to be led away either by their own. zeal, or the 
zeal of their opponents from the true ſtate of the queſtion, to which 
I ſhall take the liberty of recalling their attention, that this important 
Gontroverſy may have at length an end. 

The point, the only point that is, in my opinion, now to be conſ. 
dered, is this: The people of this nation have for ſome time pradtiſed 
a moſt pernicious and hateful kind of debauchery ; againſt which ſeve- 
ral laws have been already made, which experience has ſhewn to be 
ſo far without effect, that the diſorder has every year increaſed among 
them ; [while the Duke was ſpeaking, the Biſhop of Oxford ſaid, with- 
out intention to be overheard, ** Yes, that is the true ſtate of the caſe," 


on which the Duke Nopped, and aſked whether his Lordſhip had aw 


objection to make, who anſwered that he had no deſign of interrupting 
him ; and he therefore praceeded.) A new law therefore is propoſed lels 
ſevere indeed than the former, but which it is hoped will be for that 
reaſon more efficacious ; this law having paſſed through the other 
Houſe, is now in the common eourſe of our A to be con- 

ſidered by us in a Committee. | 
We are now, my Lords, therefore to reſolve, ae 2 bill for 
the reformation of this flagrant vice deſerves any farther deliberation, 
whether we ſhall join with the other Houſe in their endeavours to 
reſtore the ancient ſobriety and virtue of the Britiſh people, or, by al 
open — of their attempt, diſcourage them from proſe 
cuting 
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wiing their deſign, and debar them from uſing the opportunities 
hat ſucceeding years may afford, and the new lights which expe- 

rence may ſupply for improving this eſſay, however nn to a 
glutary and unexceptionable law. 

The prelates whoſe laudable zeal for the ce of virtue 
us prompted them to diſtinguiſh themſelves on this occaſion by an 
neommon warmth of oppoſition, ought, as they appear fully ſen- 
ſhe of the calamities which intemperance brings upon mankind, to 
conſider likewiſe the conſequences of refuſing to examine in a Com- 
nittee a Bill profeſſedly drawn up to reſtrain intemperance. They 
ought to remember, that by rejecting this Bill without a particular 
*amination of the ſeveral clauſes which it contains, and without 
thoſe particular objections which ſuch examinations neceſſarily pro- 
luce, we ſhall diſcover a contempt of the wiſdom or virtue of the 
aber Houſe, which may incline them in their turn to obſtru the 
neaſures of the government, or at leaſt to neglect that evil, however 
great, for the redreſs of which they _ no reaſon to expect our 
concurrence, 

Thoſe whoſe particular province it is to inſpect the lives of the 
yeople, to recal them from vice, and ſtrengthen them in virtue, 
ſhoald certainly reflect on this occaſion, that the ſafeſt method ought 
to'be choſen; and therefore that this bill ought to be promoted; 
becauſe, not to affirm too much, it is poſlible that it may produce 
ſome degtee of reformation; and the worſt that can be feared is, 
that, like the preſent Jaw, it will be ineffectual; for the corruption 
and licentiouſneſs of the people are already * that nothing can 
creaſe them. 

The Biſhop of Sa Run then ſpoke to the following purpoſe: My 
Lords, I am fo fat from being convinced by the arguments of the noble 
Duke, that the bill now before us ought to be committed without 
farther oppoſition, that, in my opinion, nothing can be more un- 
vorthy of the honour of this Houſe, or more unſuitable to the cha- 
fatter which thoſe who fit on this bench ought to deſire, than to 
agree to any vote, which may * the moſt diſtant appearance of 
approbation, 

That a bill drawn up for the tet of manners, for the re- 
fraint of a predominant and deſtructive vice, for the promotion of 
Virtue, and the enforcement of religion, ought at leaſt to be calmly 
and particularly conſidered, that the laudable endeavours of the 

Commons 
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ſible method of perſuaſion ; but, my Lords, it can affect only thoſs 


A very light and eurſory peruſal of the bill, my Lords, will dr 
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Commons -ought not to be diſcouraged by a precipitate and « 
temptuous rejection of the meaſures which they have formed for 
attainment of a purpoſe ſo important, is indeed a ſpecious and plau 


who come to deliberate upon this bill without having read it. 


fipate all the miſts which eloquence can raiſe ; it will ſhew that the 
law now propoſed can neither be uſeful nor ineffectual, but that i 
muſt. operate very powerfully, W in a' manner by no means 
unf to its title. | 

To prevent the exceſſive uſe of any tn, by 5 it to be 
fold without reſtraint, is. an expedient which the wiſdom of no for. 
mer age ever diſcovered; it is indeed a fallacy too groſs to be ad. 
mitted, even by the moſt inconſiderate negligence, or the moſt con- 
temptuous ſtupidity ; nor am I at all inclined to believe that the 
Commons will impute the rejection of this bill to our diſregard o 
virtue, dr think that we have defeated any n. for the ſup. 
_ of wickednels.- 

It has been affirmed, that though by the bill the fale i is permitted 
it is permitted only, becauſe it cannot be hindered ; and that the price 
is raiſed ſo high, that, though the lawful vencers may be multiplied, 
the number of the purchaſers muſt be diminiſhed. But even this 
argument, like all others that have yet been advanced, is confuted 
by the bill itſelf, from which the tax now propoſed appears to be 
ſuch as, when ſubdivided by the ſmall meaſures in which retailers 
ſell theſe liquors, will ſcarcely be perceived, and which, though it 
may enrich the Government, will not impoveriſh the people, except 


dy deſtroying their health, and enervating their limbs. 


The tax, my Lords, even ſuppoſing it paid without any methol 
of evaſion, is ſo low, that in a quarter of a pint, the quantity which 
the lower people uſually demand at once, it does not amount to any 
denomination of money; and ſo ſmall an addition will be ealiy 
overbalanced by the ſale of a larger quantity than formerly; for it 
cannot be doubted but the practice which prevailed in oppoſition to 
the law, will grow yet more predominant by its encouragement; 
and that therefore the advantage of a large and quick ſale will lefen 
the price more than ſo {light a tax can poſſibly increaſe it. 

The noble Duke has endeavoured to reduce us to difficulties, U 


urging, that ſince the corruption of the people cannot be greater, c 
cuglt 
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ght willingly to agree to any law, of which the title declares that 
is intended to produce a reformation, becauſe the worſt that? can 
e feared is, that it may be without effect. * v4 014. 24608 

But, my Lords, ſuch is the enormous abſurdity of this bill, that 

no plea can be offered for it with the leaſt appearance of reaſon i 
nd the greateſt abilities, when they are exerted in its defence, are 
ide only to ſhew by fruitleſs efforts that it cannot be vindicated. 

F the, ſtate of the nation be really ſuch as has been ſupopſed, if the 
moſt deteſtable and odious vice has overſpread the kingdom to its 
moſt limits, if the people are univerſally abandoned to drunken“ 
ik, floth and villainy, what can be more abſurd than to trifle with | 
loubtful experiments, and to make laws which mult be ſuſpeCtedivf 
inefficicy ?- In the diſeaſes of the ſtate, as in thoſe of the body, the 
force of the remedy ought to be proportioned to the ſtrength .and 
anger of the diſeaſe ; and ſurely no political malady can be more 
formidable than the prevalence of wickedneſs, nor can any time 
require more | firmneſs, vigilance, and activity in the legiſlative 
power. | 

That the law, therefore, may be without effect, is, in the preſent 
late of corruption, if it has been truly repreſented, a ſufficient rea- 
on for rejecting it, without allowing it to be committed; becauſe 
there is now no time for indulgence, or for delays: a nation uni- 
erſally corrupt, muſt be ſpeedily reformed, or ſpeedily ruined. Thoſe 
habits which have been confeſſed to be already too powerful for the 
laws now in being, may in a ſhort time be abſolutely irreſiſtible 
and that. licentiouſneſs which intimidates the officers of juſtice, may 
in another year inſult the legiſlature. | 

But, my Lords, I am yet willing to hope that the noble Duke” 0 
account of the wickedneſs of the people, was rather a rhetorical 
exazgeration uttered in the ardour of diſpute, than a ſtrict aſſertion 
of facts; and am of opinion that, though vice has indeed of late 
ſead its contagion with great rapidity, there are yet great numbers 
uninfected, and cannot believe that our condition is ſuch, as that 
nothing can make it more miſerable. 

In many. parts of the country, my Lords, theſe liquors dave not 
yet been much uſed, nor is it likely that thoſe who have never fold 
them, when the law allowed them, will begin an unneceſſary trade, 
Wen it will expoſe them to penalties. But a new law in favour of 
ſpirits will produce a general inclination, and a kind of emulation 

| Will 


448 DEBATE ON " (ra, 21 


will incite every +a a licence for the retail of this ne, 
liquor ; and ſo every part of the kingdom will be equally debauche; 
and no place will be without a vender of ſtatutable poiſon, The 


luxury of the vulgar, for luxury, in my opinion, it may very pre 


þ 1742- 
qe to be 


nuſt yet 
githout v 


he natior 


perly be called, will ſtill increaſe, and vices and diſeaſes will increa The er 
with it, "ice with! 
There is at leaſt one part of the nation yet untainted, a par p remove 

_ which deſerves the utmoſt care of the legiſlature, and which muf at defer) 
| be endangered by a law like this before us. The children, mil ind the 
Lords, to whom the affairs of the preſent generation muſt be trans. gproved. 

' _ ferred, and by whom the nation muſt be continued, are ſurely nom The u 
ignoble part of the public. They are yet innocent, and it is oui on fo fr 
province to take care that they may in time be virtuous; we ough ues, is 
therefore to remove from before them thoſe examples that may in ad there! 
fea, and thoſe temptations that may corrupt them. We ought te nopoſed 
reform their parents, leſt they ſhould imitate them; and to deſtro ropoſe te 
thoſe provocatives to vice, by which the preſent generation has been aminiſte 
intoxicated, leſt they ſhould with equal force operate upon the next, It is, | 
There is, therefore, no occaſion, my Lords, for any further deli kpchery 
beration upon this bill; which, if the nation be yet in any part un Wor oug 
tainted, will infect it; and if it be univerſally corrupted, will have ¶ tic exceſ 
no tendency to amend it; and which we ought for theſe reaſons tu What 
reject, that our abhorrence of vice may be publicly known, and that benefits 2 
no part of the calamities which wickedneſs muſt produce, may bel tal exam 
imputed to us. Kcuracy 
Lord DELAWaAR then ſpoke to the following effect: My Lord Lord! 

As I am entirely of opinion that a more accurate examination of My Lor 
this bill will evince its uſefulneſs and propriety to many of the Lord dttiled 
who are now moſt ardent in oppoling it, I cannot bus think it ne- the appla 
ceſlary to conſider it in a Committee. ay ſuch 
It is to be remembered, my Lords, that this bill is intended fo proportic 
two purpoſes of very great importance to the public; it is deſigned linder ez 
that the liberties of mankind ſhall be ſecured by the ſame proviſion} The E 
by which the vices of our own people are to be reclaimed, and ſup-WMF firudt th, 
plies for carrying on the war ſhall be raiſed oy a reformation of we the moſt 
manners of the people, in the C 
This, my Lords, is ſurely a great and generous deſign; this is ai the refor 
complication of public benefits, worthy the moſt exalted virtue, and iny fartt 
Vor. 


the moſt refined policy; and though a bill in which views ſo diſtan 
| are 


6 
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m{ yet be allowed to deſerve regard; nor ought we to reject 
githout very cautious deliberation any probable method of nn 
te nation, or any eaſy way of raiſing ſupplies. 

The encroachment of uſurpation without, and the prevalence of 
ice within, is a conjunction of circumſtances very dangerous; and 


wot deſerve either cenſure or contempt; if it ſucceeds, it may de- 
mund the loudeſt acclamations; and if it fails, muſt be at leaſt 
qproved, 

The uſe, my Lords, of ſpirituous e though in the exceſs 
wi ſo frequently to be obſerved, undoubtedly detrimental to multi- 
tudes, is not, in a proper degree, either criminal or unwholeſome; 
nd therefore ought not to be prohibited by a tax ſo heavy as has been 


ought tao ropoſed by a noble Lord, who, if he purſues his reaſoning, muſt : 


deſtroy ;ropoſe to tax in the ſame proportion every other liquor that can 
has been uminiſter to vice. 

e next. It is, however, certain, that too much is waſted in riot and de- 
er del. uschery; and that therefore ſome addition to the price of this li- 
part un- wor ought to be made, that, though the uſe of it may be continued, 

vill have te exceſs may be reſtrained. 

aſons toll What will be the effects of this Bill, and whether either of theſe 

ind that benefits are to be expected from it, can be known only by an impar- 

may bel ti! examination; and therefore it ought to be diſcuſſed with that 
xcuracy which is peculiar to a Committee. 

Lord Lord LonsDALE here got up again, and ſpoke to this purpoſe :— 

ation ol My Lords, That a Bill which ſhall reſtrain the exceſs of drinking 

e Lords diftilled liquors without hindering their moderate uſe, will deſerve 

it ne- e applauſe of every lover of his country, I cannot deny; but that 

| ay ſuch Bill can be contrived, may very juſtly be doubted ; for in 

ded foi proportion to their price they will always be uſed, and nothing can 

leſignedſſ linder exceſs but a high tax, ſuch as I have already propoſed. 

viſion The Bill now before us, my Lords, will indeed by no means ob- 

nd ſup-WF fruct the moderate uſe, becauſe it will give an unbounded licence to 

of wel the moſt luxurious exceſs; if therefore nothing more be intended 


his is i the reformation of the people, it is ſurely not neceſſary to engage in 
le, andi ny farther enquiries, 


diſtan Vo 1. II. 5 « | "{ 


. ale 


je to be reconciled, ſhould appear not to be abſolutely perfect, it 


premove both by the ſame means, is an undertaking that ſurely can- 


in the Committee, than to conſider how far this Bill will promote 
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It has appeared already, to thoſe who do not obſtinately ſhut the; 
eyes, that there is in it no proviſion for the prevention of that abuſe 


of ſpirits which univerſally prevails. It has appeared, that the 
cheapneſs of licences will not hinder the preſent retailers from car 
rying on an illegal trade; that information will not now be more ſaf 
or more frequent than before, and that the duty, if not in pat 
evaded, may yet be probably abated from the preſent profits of 
the ſale. 

It has appeared, my Lords, that no effect can be produced hy 
this Bill but the promotion of debauchery, the increaſe of drunken 
neſs, the ſubverſion of order, and the decay of induſtry; the miſerie 
of diſeaſe, and the rage of want. 

But that this Bill will not produce, at leaſt for ſome time, a larg 
addition to the public revenues, has not yet been proved; and while 
it is allowed that it will raiſe money, I do not' wonder to hear it 
ſteadily detended, becauſe nothing more is expected from it. But a 
T have not yet converſed enough with ſtateſmen to perſuade myſelf 
that the government ought to be ſupported by means contrary to thi 
end for which government is inſtituted, I am ſtill convinced that 


this Bill ought to be rejected with contempt, becauſe it will leſſen 


the wealth of the nation without any equivalent advantage, and vill 
at once impoveriſh the people, and corrupt them, 

Lord Tray then ſpoke to this effeft :—My Lords, I cannot but 
be of opinion that this debate has been carried on with a vehemence 
by no means neceſſary, and that the queſtion has been perplexed by 
a miſtaken zeal, that the effects of this Bill have been exaggerated 
perhaps on both ſides, and that the opinions which have been formed 
With relation to it, are not really ſo oppoſite as they appear. 

Thoſe who oppoſe the Bill, think the duty upon ſpirits not { 
high as to hinder that debauchery which ſo much prevails among 
us; and thoſe that vindicate it, declare that more violent reſtraints 
will »ot be borne. 


the Bill have likewiſe experience on their ſide. 

But, my Lords, though ſevere reſtraints ſuddenly oppoſed to the 
habits and inclinations of the people, operating in their full force, 
and a diminution of thoſe gratifications will be borne which cannot 
wholly be taken away, may be broken through by reſtleſs ſtruggles, 


and obſtinate reſiſtance, yet the ſame laws, introduced by prope! 
degrees 


Both parties have reaſon, and the vindicators of 
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will be patiently obeyed ; this therefore may be very pro- 
— fidered as the firſt tax neceſlary to be laid, which though it 
FP I no great effects in itſelf, may at leaſt make way for a 
* I that ſhall be more ſenſibly felt, till at length theſe fatal ſpirits 
wad raiſed to a price at which few will be able, and none willing, 
to purchaſe one pleaſure of drunkenneſs. 5 
But it is not impoſſible that even this tax, with the other p f. 
in the bill, may produce the reformation which | is WR 1 e- 
d; and as violence ſhould never be uſed till gentle methods have 
* ha this bill ought, in my opinion, to be paſſed, and nw 
to be referred to a Committee without further debate; for it ” is 
thought both by our allies and our enemies, that a great part of this 


luced hy 


lrunken 
miſerie 


„ a large Aſembly is very indifferent about the ſucceſs of the war, if we delay 
: [ | * g 5 
nd while the ſupplies, by diſputing in what manner they ſhall be raiſed. 


hear it 
But as 


[The queſtion being then put, whether the bill ſhall be commit- 
ted, it was carried in the affirmative, And the Lords Delawar and 
5 | 


e myſ«| Hervey being appointed tellers, the numbers were 
2 PE | Not Content 38 
ed that Contents | N 59 : 2 1 6 
ill leſſen g Proxies — 3 Proxies 1 
and will 32 | 155 54 
| : | in 

= It was remarked on this occaſion, that there being ten 3 
emence the Houſe, they all divided againſt the queſtion ; 2 3 
wo i Earl of Cheſterfield ſeeing them come towards T7 4s * 1 
e. if he had not miſtaken the fide, not having had the 
f 
1 5 company for many years. | | 6 
| | ſe of 
hoe: Two days after, the ſame bill was confidered yy een 2 
e Lords in a committee to which all of them 8 umm 5 
= occaſioned another very important and curious debate. 
| to the 
| force, 
cannot | 

| | Friday 
ugeles, G g 2 ay 
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The title of the bill on Spirituous Liquors being read, was poſtponed: 
then the preamble was read, 1 mporting, © that whereas great difficul. 
& ties and inconueniencies had attended the putting the Act g Geo, Il. 
cin execution, and the ſame had not been found effectual to anſwer 
& the purpoſes intended, the Commons being defirous to raiſe the 
neceſſary ſupplies in the eaſieſt manner, do grant the rates on Spirituu 
Liguors, hereafter mentioned, and repeal the preſent rates. 


Lord Hervey ſpoke to the effect following My A Not- 
withſtanding the ſpecious arguments which were uſed to influence the 
Houſe to permit this bill to eſcape the cenſure it deſerved, and be 
admitted to a farther examination in a committee, I am ſtill confident 
that nothing can juſtly be offered in its defence ; and am not afraid to 
declare my opinion, that it is not approved even by thoſe who vindi. 
cate it ; of whom I cannot but believe, from long experience of their 
judgment and their knowledge, that they conſider it only as an 40% 
manner of raiſing money, as an expedient rather neceſſary than eli- 
gible, and ſuch as only the exigencies of the government could have 
prevailed upon them to propoſe ; for nothing is more evident, than 
that it cannot anſwer the purpoſes of the former bill. 

This, however harſh it may appear, and however inconliſtent with 
that delicacy, with which the debates of this auguſt Aſſembly have 
generally been carried on, muſt ſurely be pardoned on this occaſion, 
if for no other reaſon, at leaſt for this, that it is not eaſy to forbear it 
it is impoſſible wholly to ſuppreſs it in the mind; and to forbear to 
ſpeak what cannot but be thought, is no part of the duty of a public 
counſellor. 

The conduct of thoſe whoſe Ration fubjefs them to the reſentment 
of the miniſtry, or who may be reaſonably imagined to expect favours 
from them, has, throughout all our deliberations on this bill, been 
' ſuch as evidently diſcovers their only care to be the impoſition of a 


new tax, and the eſtabliſhment of a new fund. They do not ſeem to 


urge ſeriouſly any other argument than the neceſſity of raiſing money, 
or to oppoſe the objections that have been offered, for any other reaſon 


than becaule they have a tendency to obſtruct the ſupplies, 
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No other argument can indeed, be urged in vindication of a bill 
mhich every principle of policy or juſtice muſt incite us to condemn 
bill by which the ſenſe of morality and religion will be extinguiſhed, 
ind the reſtraints of law made ineffeQtual ; by which the labourer 
nd manufacturer will be at once debilitated and corrupted, and 
by which the roads will or filled with thieves, and the ftreets with 


beggars. 


It appears, my Lords, from the papers on the ks that ſeven 


millions of gallons are every year diſtilled ; and experience ſhews us, 
hat the quality of the liquor is ſuch, that a quarter of a pint is ſuffi- 
cient to intoxicate the brain. Upon this computation, my Lords, 
it is reaſonable to believe, that a twentieth part of the labouring hands 
of this nation are detained from their proper occupations by this kind 
of drunkenneſs ; and conſequently that a twentieth part of the trade 
js every year loſt, or perhaps a twentieth part of our people every 
year hurried to the grave, or diſabled from contributing to the public 
good. | os 
Theſe, my Lords, are no doubtful facts or conjectural calculations, 
they are confirmed by the moſt inconteſtible evidence, and eſtabliſhed 
by all the demonſtration of arithmetic ; and therefore your Lordſhips 


are in no danger of error from either ignorance or uncertainty, but 


muſt determine, if you approve this bill, in oppoſition to all the 
powers of conviction, and muſt ſet aſide teſtimony and reaſon at the 
fame time. | | 

Theſe facts, my Lords, are ſo plain, that the warmeſt advocates 
for the bill have tacitly acknowledged them, by propoſing that, if it 
be found ineffectual, it ſhall be amended in the next ſeſſion. What 
elfect this propoſal may have upon others, I know not; but for my 
part, I ſhall never think it allowable to ſport with the proſperity of 


the public, or to try experiments by which, if they fad, the lives of 


thouſands muſt be deſtroyed. 
Such a ſcheme, my Lords, very ill becomes thoſe to whom their 


anceſtors have tranſmitted the illuſtrious character of guardians of 
the people; for ſurely ſuch cruelty was nev er practiſed by the utmoſt 
wantonneſs of tyranny, or the moſt ſavage rage of invaſion. No 
man ever before conceived the deſign of ſcattering poiſon for a certain 
period of time among the people, only to try what havoc it would 
make. 
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After a ſhort ſilence, Lord C HoT MON ELE V ſpoke to this effect: 
My Lords, The obſervations which, though ſufficiently explained 
OT | and 
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What will be the effects of unreſtrained and licenſed debauchery iſ” enfor 

may be known, without the guilt of ſo dreadful an experiment, a only | repeat or 

by obſerving the preſent conduct of the people, even while they are vat, an 

hindered from the full enjoyment of their pleaſures, by the terrors ond elege 

a penal law. Whoever ſhall be fo far touched with the intereſt of tors are 

the public, as to extend his enquiries to the loweſt claſſes of the peo. dll are t 

ple, will find ſome diſeaſed, and others vitiated; he will find ſome prop 

Ampriſoned by their creditors, and others ſtarving their children; and WM aigence 

jf he traces all theſe calamities and crimes to their original cauſe, bes rheto 

will find them all to proceed from the love of diſtilled liquors, n order 

I know, my Lords, that in anſwer to all theſe expoſtulations, and a WM «Gy apf 

thouſand more, it will be urged by the miniſters and their friends, It car 

that there is no other method to be found of raiſing the ſupplies, and mended 

| that the demands of the government muſt be ſatisfied at whatever {Ml be obſt 

rate, and by whatever means. | whateve! 

Though I am very far from approving this aſſertion, I do not nember 

wonder at its prevalence among thoſe who are enriched by every tax, WM #97 att 

and whoſe only claim to the preferments which they enjoy ariſes from which a 

their readineſs to concur in every ſcheme for increaſing the burdens bo ® Fre 

of the public; and therefore ſhall never expect their approbation of utmoſt « 

any propoſal, by which a new. tax may be retarded. Yet I cannot Lord 

but declare that, in my opinion, we ought to ſuſpend our proceed. be difti 

ings, that the Commons may diſcover what danger their negligence, obſer vec 
precipitation, - or blind compliance, has brought upon the nation; likewiſe 

and that the people may, by ſo ſignal a proof of our diſapprobation, MM bedition 

be alarined againſt any attempt of the ſame kind under any future conſider 
adminiſtration, | themſel 
This, my Lords, will be conſidered, not only by poſterity, but by their fu 

all the wiſe and honeſt men of the preſent time, as a proof of our But, 

regard for virtue, and our attention to the public welfare. This method 
conduct will be ſecretly approved, even by thoſe who ,may think drive tt 
; themſelves obliged to oppoſe it in public; and, as it will be moderate been to 
and decent, may probably preſerve the nation without irritating the en 
| other Houſe. I by 3 by rejec 
I cherefore move, my Lords, that inſtead of proceeding in the ſu- raiſed, 
* perfluous forms of a Committee, we ſhould reſume the Houſe, and I end ma 
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nd enforced in the late debate, the noble Lord has been pleaſed to 
repeat on this occaſion, are in themſelves, indeed, ſufficiently perti- 
nent, and have been urged by his Lordſhip with uncommon ſpirit 
ind elegance; but he ought to have reflected, that general declama- 
ions are Improper in a Committee, where the F clauſes of the 
il are to be ſeparately conſidered. 

[ propoſe, therefore, that inſtead of waſting that time, of which the 

exigences of the public now require an uncommon frugality, in uſe- 
ges rhetoric, and untimely vehemence, we ſhould proceed to examine 
in order the diſtinct paragraphs of this vill, by which it may more 
elily appear, whether it ought to be rejected or approved. 
It cannot indeed be propoſed, that any of the clauſes ſhall be 
imended in this Committee; for the claims of the Commons, and 
the obſtinacy with which they have always adhered to them, on 
whatever they are founded, is well known. I am old enough to re- 
member the animoſities which have ariſen between the two Houſes, 
from attempts to adjuſt this part of their pretenſions; animoſities 
which at this time may be not only dangerous to ourſelves, but fatal 
to a great part of mankind, and which it ought therefore to be our 
utmoſt care not to excite. 

Lord AYLESFORD : — My Lords, Though the conſideration of 
the diſtinct paragraphs of the bill be, as the noble Lord has very juſtly 
obſerved, the proper buſineſs of the Committee ; yet ſince, as he has 
likewiſe obſerved, the preſent ſtate of our affairs requires unuſual ex- 
pedition, I think we may very properly ſpare ourſelves the trouble of 
confidering paragraphs which we cannot amend ; and which are in 
themſelves ſo clear and ſo obvious, that they may be underſtood i in 
their full extent upon a curſory peruſal, 

But, my Lords, though I think it not proper to follow our uſual 
method of conſidering the paragraphs diſtinctly, which can only 
drive the bill forward towards the third reading, as it has already 
been forced into the Committee; yet I think it not neceſſary to 
irritate the other Houſe, alarm our allies, or encourage our enemies, 
by rejecting that bill by which it is intended that the ſupplies ſhall be 
raiſed, There is an eaſy and moderate method by which the ſame 
end may be attained without any diſturbance of the public, any im- 
pediment of the ſchemes of the government, or any juſt offence to 
the Commons, | 
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nſtead of paſſing or rejeRing this bill, of which the firſt is ab@. 
utely criminal, and the ſecond perhaps improper, let us only delay 
it, by which we ſhall give the Commons time to reflect upon it 
to re-examine it, and diſcover, what they perhaps have not hithertg 


ſuſpccted, its deſtructive tendency. Nor can it be doubted, but the 


obic: vations which will ariſe from the neceſſity of enquiring into the 


reaſons of our conduct, will ſoon induce them to form another bil 
not liable to the ſame objections; I therefore ſecond the noble Lord's 
motion to reſume the Houſe. 

Lord ILay :—My Lords, If we conkider 15 TRE Re Pi of the 
Commons, and the ſtubbornneſs with which they have hitherto ad. 
hered to them, we ſhall eaſily find the impropriety of the noble Lord's 
motion, and foreſee the inefficacy of the methods which he ſo warmly 
recommends, | 

The alarm which he ſuppoſes us to give the Commons by poſt. 


poning the bill before us, the obſervations which they will make upon 


our conduct, the new informations which they will receive, and the 
new bill which they will ſend, are merely imaginary. They will not 
conſider themſelves as concerned in the delay or expedition of our 
procedure, but will ſuppoſe us to act upon our own reaſons, which 
it is not neceſſary for them to examine, and will by no means ſend 
another bill for ſupplies, till they are informed that this is rejected, 


Thus, my Lords, we ſhall only retard the ſupplies, without alter- | 


ing, or being able to alter, the method of raiſing them; and at laſt 
paſs that bill, without examination, which we now negle& to examine, 
leſt we ſhould paſs it; or perhaps irritate the Commons by the novelty 
of our conduct, which, if they ſhould reſolve to conſider it, they will 


probably conſider only to cenſure, 


Lord AyLESFORD:—My Lords, I am no ſtranger to the claims 
of the Commons to the ſole and independent right of forming money- 
bills, nor to the heat with which that claim has been aflerted, or the 
firmneſs with which it has always been maintained in late Senates. 
Nor am I ignorant, that by conteſting this claim, we have ſometimes 


excited diſputes which nothing but a prorogation of the Senate could 


appeaſe. - 

I know, my Lords, and allow, that by acting in any unuſual man- 

ner with regard to bills of this kind, we may excite the reſentment of 

the Commons, and that ſome interruption of the public buſineſs may, 

ſor want of candour and moderation, poſſibly enſue. | 
But, 
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But, my Lords, I cannot think the poſſibility of an ill conſequence 


n argument ſufficient to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of my propoſal; 
gr the inconveniencies that may ariſe from poſtponing the bill, are 
ally poſſible, but the calamities that we ſhall bring won our country 
by paſſing it are certain, 


But we are likewiſe to conſider, my Lords, that theſe events, . 


which it can only be ſaid that they may happen, may alſo not happen. 
When I reflect, that the Houſe of Commons is an Aſſembly of reaſon- 
ble beings, that it is filled by the repreſentatives of the Britiſh 
eople, by men who will ſhare the calamities of the public, and whoſe 
intereſt it is equally with ours to prevent the deſtruction of our com- 
nerce, the decay of our manufactures, the corruption of the preſent 
ze, and the ruin of poſterity, I cannot but hope that they will apply 
themſelves to a candid review of the bill which they have ſent, -and 
vithout heat, jealouſy, or diſputes, explain it as they may do by 
mother, which will be no deviation from the rules which they have 
eſtabliſhed for themſelves, and by which they may ſecure the happi- 
rels of their country without receding from their own pretenſions. 


The Duke of BEDTORD: My Lords, The propoſal made by the 


noble Lord appears to me ſo prudent and equitable, ſo moderate and 
ſo ſeaſonable, and, in my opinion, ſuggeſts ſo eaſy 2 method of recon- 
cling the pretenſions of the Commons with the neceſſity of amending 
the bill, that I cannot but think it worthy of the unanimous appro- 
bation of your Lordſhips. 

lam very far from conceiving the Comment to be an Aſſembly 
of men deaf to reaſon, or imagining them ſo void of all regard for 


the happineſs of the public, as that they will ſacrifice it to an obſti- 


nate adherence to claims which they cannot but know to be in them- 
elves diſputable, and of which they muſt, at leaſt, allow that they 
are only fo far juſt as they contribute to the a) end of government, 


the general good. 


But leſt they ſhould by any peryerſe and ade obſtinacy + 


attend more to the preſervation of their own power, than to the pro- 
motion of the happineſs of their conſtituents, a method is now pro- 
poſed, by which the errors of this bill may be corrected, without any 
conceſſion of either Houſe, The Commons may eaſily be informed 
of the dangers which are juſtly dreaded from this bill; and may 


therefore prepare another, by which a tax of the ſame kind may de 


laid, without a general licence of drunkenneſs; or if a method of 


laying 
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laying a how upon theſe liquors, which may at once hinder their 
exceſlive uſe, and increaſe the revenue of the government, Cannot 
be diſcovered, they may raiſe the ſupplies for the year by ſome other 
ſcheme. 

Lord CaRTERET: — My Lords, As the expedient Propoſed by 
theſe noble Lords, however it may be recommended, as being at 
once moderate and efficacious, has in reality no other tendency than 
to procure an abſolute rejection of this bill, it is proper to conſider 
the conſequences which may be reaſonably expected from the meaſures 
which they have hitherto propoſed. STE 

In order to the effectual reſtraint of the common people from the 
uſe of theſe pernicious liquors, they aſſert the neceſſity of impoſing 
a very large duty to be paid by the diſtiller, which might indeed pro- 
duce in ſome degree the effect which they expect from it, but would 
produce it by giving riſe to innumerable frauds and inconveniencies, 
The immediate conſequence of a heavy duty would be the ruin of 
our diſtillery, which is now a very extenſive. and profitable trade, in 
which great multitudes are employed, who muſt inſtantly, upon the 


ceſſation of it, ſink into poverty. Our ſtills, my Lords, not only 


ſupply our natives with liquors which they uſed formerly to purchaſe 
from foreign countries, and therefore increaſe, or at leaſt preſerve the 
wealth of our country; but they likewiſe furniſh large quantities for 
exportation to Guernſey, Jerſey, and other places. But no ſooner 
will the duty propoſed to be laid upon this liquor take place, than al 
this trade will be at an end, and thoſe who now follow it will be 
reduced to ſupport themſelves by other employments ; and thoſe 
countries in which our ſpirits are, now drank, will be ſoon ſupplied 
- from other nations with liquors at once cheaper and more pleaſant, 

It may be propoſed as an expedient for the preſervation of our 
foreign trade, that the duty ſhall be repaid upon exportation ; but the 
event of this proviſion, m my Lords, will be, that great quantities wil 
be | ſent to ſea for the ſake of obtaining a re- payment of the duty, 
which, inſtead of being ſold to forcigners, will be privately landed 


again upon our own coaſts, 
Thus, my Lords, will the duty be collected, and afterwards repaid; 


_ * and the government will ſuffer the odium of impoſing a ſevere tat, 


and i incur the expence of employing a great number of officers, with. 


out any advantage to the public, Spirits will, in many ports of the 
E kingdom, 


þ 1742+ 
lngdom, 
baucher 

That th 
jeople to 
ot be im 
to violence 
who have 
Every r 
wery ſeve 
en this v 
low degre 


und by ſuf 


for ſome t 
That tl 
eſormatic 
for ſo far 
that an ar 
made to r 
inſults of 
them this 
Since 
dination 
wants po 
liberty of 
duce ſom 
evils whic 
firſt oppo! 
This d 
of juſt de 
people. 
ſufficient 
by the re 
uſual lux 
Lam f: 
eligible fc 
neceflity. 
no man \ 
poſe to a 


hd „ „1 
5 
” 

> => 

2. * 

23 wy _ "i 
— 

\ * 


EB, 23. 11730 s PIRITUOuS LIQUORS. — 49 


der their jagdom, be very little dearer than at. preſent; and drunkenneſs and 


Cannot ehauchery will ſtill prevail. 

ne other That theſe arts, and a thouſand others, will be practiſed by the 
xeople to obtain this infatuating liquor, cannot be doubted. It can- 

ofed by be imagined that they will forbear frauds, who have had recourſe 


eng at; violence, or that thoſe will not endeavour to elude the government, 


Cy than ho have already dehed it. 

conlider i Every rigorous law will be either ſecretly evaded, or openly violated; 

neaſures nery ſevere reſtraint will be ſhaken off either by artifice or vice; nor 
an this vice, however dangerous or prevalent, be corrected but by 

rom the low degrees, by ſtraightening the reins of government imperceptibly, 

npoſing [nd by ſuperadding a ſecond ſlight reſtraint, after the nation has been 

ed pro. or ſome time habituated to the firſt. 

t would That the government proceeds by theſe 3 and gentle methods of 

encies. ¶ formation, ought not to be imputed to negligence, but neceſlity 


ruin af er © far has the government been from any connivance at this vice, 
ade, in that an armed force was neceſſary to ſupport the laws which were 
pon the made to reſtrain it, and ſecure the chief perſons of the ſtate from the 
ot only fults of the populace, whom they had ny provoked by denying 
hier them this pernicious liquor. 

rve the 


Since therefore, my Lords, all oppoſition to this ee in- 


pd dination has appeared without effect, ſince the government evidently 
ban an "ns power to conquer the united and inceſſant ſtruggles for the 
vil * liberty of drunkenneſs, what remains but that this vice ſhould wy 
N duce ſome advantage to the public, in return for the innumerable 
evils which ariſe from it, and that the government ſhould ſnatch the 
appli firſt opportunity of taxing that vice which cannot be reformed ? 
_ This duty ariſes, indeed, from a concurrence of different cauſes, 
of 2 of juſt deſigns in the government, and of bad inclinations in the 
JU 


1 people. The tax is juſt, and well meant ; but it can be made 
es Wi | 


duty, 


lande! by the reſolution of the populace to continue in ſome degree their 
ande 


uſual luxury. 


epaid; 


digible for its own ſake, or juſtifiable by any other plea than that of 
e tax, 


neceſſity, If it were poſſible at once to extinguiſh the thirſt of ſpirits, 


yr no man who had any regard for virtue, or for happineſs, would pro- 
4 poſe to augment the revenue by a tax upon them. | 
* 8 But, 


uficient to ſupport the expences to which it is. appropriated, only 


I am far, my Lords, from thinking this mathe of raiſing money 
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But, my d rigour has been already tried, and found to be 
vain; it has been found equally fruitleſs to forbid the people to uf 


ſpirits, as to forbid a man in a dropſy to drink. The force of appe The pr 

tite long indulged, and by indul de ſu where it 1 
g indulged, and by indulgence ma perior te the controu 

of reaſon, is not to be overcome at once; it cannot be ſubdued b phich do 
a ſingle effort, but may be weakened; new habits of a more innocent A e! 
kind may in time be induced, and one deſire may counterbalance peinatio 
another. temporar! 
We muſt endeavour, my Lords, by juſt Adee to withdraw theilt bunges t 
affections from this pernicious enjoyment, by making the attainment cauſe it is 
of it every year ſomewhat more difficult: but we muſt not quicken A 
their wiſhes, and exaſperate their reſentment, by depriving them at bee crimi 
once of their whole felicity. By this method, my Lords, I doubt not But, n 
but we fhall obtain what we have hitherto endeavoured with ſo little the infer: 
ſucceſs ; and I believe that though, in open defiance of a ſevere taw be prove 
ſpirits are now ſold in every ſtreet of this city, a gentle reſtraint will rented, f 
in a ſhort time, divert the minds of the people to other entertain- of all paſ 
ments, and the vice of drinking ſpirits will be forgotten among us. repealed, 
Lord Hervey then roſe up again, and ſpoke to the effect follow- 3 * | 
ing :—My Lords, Though I have always conſidered this bill as at wagiftra 
once wicked and abſurd, I imagined till now that the projectors o mo 9 
it would have been able to have argued at leaſt ſpeciouſſy, though not ey 
folidly, in defence of it; nor did I imagine it to have been wholly by a Jaw 
indefenſible, till I diſcovered how little the extenſive knowledge, the The 0 
long experience, and the penetrating foreſight of the noble Lord who * 
ſpoke laſt, enabled him to produce in vindication of it. on den 
His Lordſhip's argument is reducible to this ſingle aſſertion, that diſtiller, 

| the drinking diſtilled liquors cannot be prevented; and from tbence I ned 
he drew this inference, that ſince it is a point of wiſdom to turn pe, or 
misfortunes to advantage, we ought to contrive methods by which 3 850 

the debauchery of the people may enrich the government. dor , 
Though we ſhould ſuppoſe the aſſertion true in any ſenſe below pirits h. 
that of abſolute phyſical impoſlibility, the inference is by no means bs 88285 
juſt; ſince it is the duty of governors to ſtruggle againſt vice, and Ins: 
promote virtue with inceſſant aſſiduity, notwithſtanding the difficul- he effec 
ties that may for a time hinder the wiſeſt and moſt rigorous meaſures might b 
from ſucceſs. That governor who deſiſts from his endeavours of But a 
reformation, becauſe they have been once baſfled, in reality abandons On : 


his 
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is ſtation and deſerts his charge, nor deſerves any other character 
dan that of lazineſs, negligence, or cowardice. 

The preſervation of virtue where it ſubſiſts, and the recovery of it 
qhere it is loſt, are the only valuable purpoſes of government. Laws 
qhich do not promote theſe ends are uſeleſs, and thoſe that obviate 
them are pernicious. The government that takes advantage of wicked 


elinations, by accident predominant in the people, and, for any 


emporary convenience, inſtead of leading them back to virtue, 
lunges them deeper into vice, is no longer a ſacred inſtitution, be- 
cauſe it is no longer a benefit to ſociety. It is from that time a ſyſtem 
of wickedneſs, in which bad ends are promoted by bad means, wad 
one crime operates in ſubordination to another. 

But, my Lords, it is not neceſſary to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of 
the inference, becauſe the aſſertion from which it is deduced cannot 
e proved. That the exceſſive uſe of diſtilled liquors cannot be pre- 
rented, is a very daring paradox, not only contrary to the experience 
of all paſt times, but of the preſent ; for the law, which is now to be 
repealed, did in a great degree produce the effects deſired from it, 
ill the execution of it was ſuſpended, not by the inability of the 
nagiſtrates or obſtinacy of the people, but by the artifice of miniſters, 
zho promoted the ſale of ſpirits ſecretly, for the ſame reaſon which 
incites our preſent more daring politicians to eſtabliſh the uſe of them 
by a law. | 

The defects of this law, for that it was defective cannot be denied, 
were in the manner of levying the duty; for had half the duty that 
was demanded from the unlicenſed retailers, been required from the 
diſtiller, there had been no need of informations; nor had we been 
ſtunned with the diſmal accounts of the rage and cruelty of the peo- 
ple, or the violent deaths of thoſe who endeavoured to grow rich by 
commencing proſecutions. The duty had been regularly paid, the 
liquors had been made too dear for common uſe, and the name of 
ſpirits had been in a ſhort time forgotten amongſt us. 

From this defect, my Lords, aroſe all the difficulties and inconve- 
niencies that have impeded the execution of the Jaw, and prevented 
the effects that were expected from it, and by one amendment * 
might be all removed. 

But inſtead of endeavouring to improve the efficacy of the remedy 
which was before propoſed for this univerſal malady, we are now told, 


that it was too forcible to take effect, and that it only failed by the 
vigour 
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- vigour of its r We are informed, that thi work of rea ſubſti 
mation ought not to be diſpatched with too much expedition, tal not rait 
mankind cannot poſſibly be made virtuous at once, and that the ublic 3 fi 
mult be drawn off from their habits by juſt degrees, 8 buy pr 
violence of a ſudden change. nent of de 
What degrees the noble Lord propoſes to pp or wha | Lord B 
advantage he expects from allowing the people a longer time to con ji bill is: 
firm their habits, I am not able to diſcover. He appears to me rathel lor, bu! 
to propoſe an experiment than a law, and rather to intend the in W-coument 
provement of policy, than the ſafety of the people. ropoled 
This experiment is, indeed, of a very daring kind, in which no npellatio 
only the money but the lives of the people are hazarded : their moneſ All the 
has, indeed, in all ages been ſubject to the caprices of ſtateſmen, buff degr 
their lives ought to be exempt from ſuch dangerous practices, becauſe vom o 
when once loſt, they can never be recovered. By this bill, however woſe diſe 
it is contrived to lay poiſon in the way of the people, poiſon whiei il the cc 
we know will be eagerly devoured by a fourth part of the nation iat it inc 
and will prove fatal to a great number of thoſe that taſte it; no ir eſſa) 
of this project is any defence made, but, that ſince the people love ti nade, in 
ſwallow poiſon, it may be of advantage to the government to ſell it, ¶ ſervatic 
It might not be improper, my Lords, to publiſh to the people i take care 
by a formal proclamation, the benevolent intentions of their gover WM portance, 
nors ; and inform them, that licenſed murderers are to be appointed This 1 
at whoſe ſhops they may infallibly be deſtroyed, without any danger the preſe: 
of legal cenſures, provided they take care to uſe the poiſon pre Nexity. 
ſcribed by the government, and N by their death the public ene part, 
revenue. acture 01 
That money ed is deſired from this bill, is not only obvious from produce | 
the firſt peruſal of it, but confeſſed even by thoſe who defend it; but value of 
not one has continued to aſſert, that it will produce a reformation o Manu! 
manners, or recommended it otherwiſe than as an experiment. or ſudden 
For this reaſon, my Lords, I ſtill think my motion for poſtponingM neral, th 
the bill very reaſonable, nor do I make any ſcruple to confeſs that who hav 
Propoſe by poſtponing, only a more gentle and inoffenſive method putting 
dropping it, that ſome other way of raiſing the ſupplies may be that the 
attempted, or that the duty may be raiſed to three ſhillings a gallon; for thoſe 
the loweſt tax that can be laid with a deſign of reformation. and for 


This method, my Lords, or any other by which another bill may t ſome 
be pracured, ſhould be purſued ; for whatever ſchemes the Commons 
4 * 
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of refſon i ſubſtitute, the nation can ſuffer nothing by the change, they 
tion, tha mot raiſe money in any other manner, but with leſs injury to the 
that theſſpbic ; ſince, the greateſt calamity which wrong meaſures can 
bout t glibly produce, is the propagation of r N and the eftabliſh= 
Jen of debauchery. 
or what Lord BAH then ſpoke in cibſtance as follows :—My Lords, FO 
e to con, Li; bill is, with great propriety, called an experiment, I am ready to 
ne rathe low, but do not think the juſtneſs of that expreſſion any forcible 
| the im gument againſt it; becauſe I know not any law that can be 
6 xopoled for the ſame end, without equally deſerving the ſame 
hich no wpellation. | 
Ir mone All the ſchemes of government, my 5 holds, have been perfected by 
nen, buf low degrees, and the defects of every regulation ſupplied by the 
becauſc{M vidom of ſucceſſive generations. No man has yet been found, 
10weverllM wioſe diſcernment, however penetrating, has enabled him to diſcover 
1 which the conſequences of a new law, nor to perceive all the fallacies 
nation dat it includes, or all the inconveniencies that it may produce; the 
it; no vt eſſay of a new regulation is, therefore, only an experiment 
> love ti nade, in ſome degree, at random; and to be rectified by ſubſequent 
ſell it, N obſervations, in making which, the moſt prudent conduct is only to 
people uke care that it may produce no ill conſequences of great im- 
r gover if jortance, before there may be an opportunity of reviewing it. 
pointed This maxim, my Lords, is, in my opinion, ſtrictly regarded in 
dangei i the preſent attempt, which in itſelf is an affair of very great per- 
on pre- plexity. The health and virtue of the people are to be regarded on 
public one part, and the continuance of a very gainful and extenſive manu- 
ature on the other; a manufacture, by which only, or chiefly, the 
us from produce of our own nation is employed; and on which, therefore, the 
it; but Value of lands muſt very much depend. 
ation 0 Manufactures of this kind, my 3 ought never to be violently 
it, or ſuddenly ſuppreſſed. if they are pernicious to the nation in ge- 
poningiii neral, they are, at leaſt, uſeful to a very great part, and to ſome, 
that A who have no other employment, neceſlary ; and in the deſign of 
thod putting a ſtop to any detrimental trade, care is always to be taken 
nay be that the inconvenience exceed not the benefit, and time be allowed 
zallon ; for thoſe that are engaged in it to withdraw to ſome other buſineſs, - 
and for the commodities that are conſumed by it, to be introduced 
11 may at fome other market, or directed to ſome other uſe, 
nNmons | Le | Theſe 
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Theſe cautions are in this bill very judiciouſly obſerved, The 
trade, which all allow to adminiſter. ſupplies to debauchery, and fuel 
to diſeaſes, will, by the proviſions in this bill, fink away by degrees 


and the health and virtue of the people will be preſerved or feſtored 


mithout murmurs or commotions. 
We muſt conſider, likewiſe, my Lords, the neceſſity of raiſing 


ſupplies, and the ſucceſs with which they have hitherto been raiſed 


upon the ſcheme which is now under your conſideration. 


In examining the neceſſity of procuring ſupplies, I ſhall not expa. 
tiate upon the preſent danger of the liberties of all this part of the 


world ; upon the diſtreſs of the Houſe of Auſtria, the neceſſity o 


preſerving the balance of power, or the apparent deſigns of the 
antient and inceſſant diſturbers of mankind, topics which have been 


on former occaſions ſufficiently explained. 

It is now only neceſſary to obſerve, that the ſtate of our affairs 
requires expedition, and that a happy peace can only be expected 
from a ſucceſsful war, and that war can 1 be made ſucceſsful by 
vigour and diſpatch. 

If by liberal grants of money, and ready concurrence in all ne- 
ceſſary meaſures, we enable his Majeſty to raiſe a powerful army, 
there is no reaſon to doubt that a ſingle campaign may procure peace, 
that it may eſtabliſh the liberties of Europe, and raiſe our allies who 
were ſo lately diſtreſſed, to their former greatneſs. 

Theſe ſupplies, my Lords, which are ſo evidently neceſſary, may, 
by the method now propoſed, be eaſily, ſpeedily, and cheaply raiſed, 
Upon the ſecurity which this act will afford, large ſums are already 
offered to the government at the low intereſt of three for a hundred, 
by thoſe who, if the conditions of the loan are changed, will perhaps 


demand four in a few days, or raiſe money by a combination to the 


nation and the fate of the war. 


* 


rate of five or ſix for a hundred; of which I would not remark 
how much it will embarraſs the public meaſures, or how much it 


will encourage our enemies to an obſtinate reſiſtance, 


Such, my Lords, are the inconveniencies to be feared from reject- 
ing this bill, or from poſtponing it ; by which is plainly intended 


only a more gentle and tender manner of rejecting it, by hinting to 


the Commons your diſapprobation of it, and the neceſſity of ſending 
up another, which you cannot do without hazarding the peace of the 
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heir bills find here, may perhaps not immediately prepare another, 
ut ſuffer time to elapſe, till neceſlity ſhall oblige us to comply with 
hoſe meaſures which we canndt approve; 

They may likewiſe, by a kind of ſenatorial craft, elude all our pre- 
cautions, and make the rejection of the bill ineffectual, as was once 
lone, when a bill for a tax upon leather was rejected; the Com- 
nons, determining not to be directed in the methods of raiſing 
noney, ſent up the ſame bill with only a ſmall alteration of the title, 
o lay a duty upon tanned hides, which the Lords were, for want of 
ime, obliged to paſs. 

But, my Lords, ſhould the other Houſe diſcover in this ſingle 
inſtance, any uncommon degree of flexibility and complaiſance, 
ſhould they patiently endure the rejection of the bill, admit the 
xaidity of the reaſons upon which your Lordſhips have proceeded, 
nd willingly engage in drawing up a new ſcheme for raiſing ſupplies ; 
ven upon this ſuppoſition, which is more favourable than can rea- 
ſonably be formed, the buſineſs of the year will be very much per- 
plexed, and the new bill hurried into a law without ace caution 
or deliberation. 

The ſeſſion is now, my Lords, ſo far advanced, that many of the 
Commons have retired into the country, whoſe advice and aſſiſtance 
nay be neceſſary in the projection of a new money bill, ſo that the 
new bill muſt be formed in a ſhort time, and thin Houſe; and, in- 
bed, the multiplicity of conſiderations neceſſary to another bill of 
this kind, is ſuch, that I cannot think it prudent to adviſe or 
undertake it. | 

The Committee on Ways and Means muſt ftrike out another 
heme for a conſiderable impoſt, which, in the preſent ſtate of the 
nation, is in itſelf no eaſy taſk. This ſcheme muſt be ſo adjuſted as 
to be conſiſtent with all the other taxes, which will require long con- 
ſultations and accurate enquiries. It muſt. then ſtruggle, perhaps, 
through an obſtinate and artful oppoſition; before it can-paſs through 
tie forms of the other Houſe; and, when it comes before your 
Lordſhips, may be again oppoſed - with no leſs zeal than the bill 
before us, and perhaps likewiſe with equal reaſon. 


All theſe dangers and difficulties will be avoided by trying, for a 


ingle year, the experiment which is now propoſed ; and which, if 
that ſhould fail, may be better adjuſted in the time of leiſure, which 


Vol. II. 


rhe Commons, who are not obliged to enquife what reception 
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the beginning of the next ſeſſion will undoubtedly afford; befor jollb!e 
which time I am afraid no amendment can poſſibly be made. revenue | 
It has been propoſed, indeed, by the noble Lord, that the WI This! 
| ſhillings ſhould be laid upon every gallon of diſtilled liquors, which bey cert 
would undoubtedly leſſen the conſumption, but would at the fam for the 
time deſtroy the trade; a trade from which large profits may be in hit year 
time gained; ſince our diſtillers have now acquired ſuch kill, tha dis tax 
the moſt delicate palate cannot diftinguiſh their Ravens from thoſc tree hut 
which foreigners import. conſume 
If the duty be raiſed to the height RET it muſt be allowed to 1nd twer 
be re-paid for all that ſhall be exported ; otherwiſe foreign nation added, t. 
will deprive us of this part of our trade; and it has been already due third 
ſhewn, that by mock exportations the duty may be frequently evaded But, n 
Thus, my Lords, there will be difficulties on either hand; if MM c:nnot t 
duty ſo high be paid, the manufacturer will be ruined ;'if it be evaded M like the | 
the conſumption will be leſſened. more th 
One inconvenience will eaſily be an to be the neceſſarj manufac 
conſequence of any conſiderable advance of the price. We may be ntion, 
certain that an act of the Senate will not moderate the paſſions, o the peop 
alter the appetites of the people; and that they will not be left de t ĩs t. 
ſirous of their uſual gratifications, becauſe they are denied them. prevail a 
The poor may, indeed, yield to neceſſity, unleſs they find themſelves make, b 
able to reſiſt the law, or to evade it; but thoſe who can afford tu public ac 
pleaſe their taſte, or exalt their ſpirits at a greater expence, will till birits, i 
riot as before, but with this difference, that their exceſſes Wo pro- dle of ff 
duce no advantage to the public. commen 
If an additional duty of three ſhillings be laid upon every gallon ol ice, an 
giſtilled liquors, the product of our own diſtillery will be dearer than for how, 
thoſe liquors which are imported from foreign parts; and, therefore, to contit 
it cannot but be expected that the money which now circulate Lord 
amongſt us, will in a ſhort time e be nee carried into othei ve conſ 
countries. the only 
Such, my Lords, will be the effect of thoſe taxes which are ſo trove, i 
ſtrongly recommended; and, therefore, they ought not to be im ſhips, w 
poſed, till all other methods of proceeding have been found ineffeQual. that you 
It is poſſible, indeed, that the regulation ſpecified in this bill, ma) It ap 


not produce any beneficial effect, and that the preſent practice of de Houſe a 


— axes ill e continue among the people; but it is likewilgſſ &termir 
! 
* 55 poſe 
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yoſhble that this tax may, by increaſing the price; augment the 


revenue at, the ſame time that it leſſens the conſumption, _ 
This propoſal. has by ſome Lords been treated as a paradox ; * 


FEB, 2 3 
d 3 before 


that thre! 


rs, which they certainly ſuſpected” it of falſehood, only for want of patience to 
the ſame form the calculations neceſſary in ſuch difquiſitions The tax of the 
nay be inf bt year amounted to one hundred and ſeventy thouſand pounds; 


dis tax is now doubled, ſo that the ſame quantity would produce 
three hundred and forty thouſand ;z but if one third leſs ſhould be 


conſumed, the preſent tax will amount to no more than two hundred 


ſkill, tha 
rom thoſe 


lowed (MW ind twenty thouſand pounds; and when fifty thouſand licences are 

| nation added, the revenue will gain an hundred thouſand pounds, though 
n alreadul one third part of the conſumption ſhould be hindered. | 
y evaded But, my Lords, ſuppoſing no part of the conſumption hitidered, 1 
ind ; if cannot think that bill ſhould be rejected, which, in a time of danger 


ke the preſent, ſhall add to the public revenue an annual i income of 
more than two hundred thouſand pounds, without leſſening any 
neceſlargM manufacture, without burthening any uſeful or virtuous part of the 
may beſ ration, and without giving the leaſt occaſion to 17 murmurs 11 
lions, oil the people. | 
left de t is to be remembered, my Lords, that whatever corruption ſhall 
d them MW prevail amongſt us, it cannot be imputed to this bill, which did not 
emſclvesMJ make, but find the nation vitiated, and only turned their vices to 
afford ta public advantage; fo that if it produces any diminution of the ſale of 
will 610 virits, it is indiſputably to be applauded as promoting virtue. If the 
vill pro- le of ſpirits ſtill continues the ſame, it will deſerve ſome degree of 
commendation, as it will, at leaft, not contribute to the increaſe of 


> evaded 


rallon of rice, and as it will augment the revenue without injuring the people ; 
er than for how, my Lords, can we be cenſured for only ſuffering the nation 
erefore Ml to continue in its former ſtate ? 

reulateslil Lord Taipor then ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows dt 1 if 


we conſider the tendency of the argument uſed by the noble Lord, 
the only argument on which he appears to lay any ſtreſs, it will 
prove, if it proves any thing, what cannot be admitted by your Lord- 


to othe 


are ſe 


be im- ſhips, without bidding fare wel to independency, and een 
FeQual. Wl that you are only the ſubſtitutes of a higher power. | . 

Il, mi It appears by the tenor of his reaſoning, that he conſids ri this 
of de Houſe as only obliged, in queſtions relating to ſupplies, to ratify the 
ikewikW determinations of the other; to ſubmit implicitly to their dictates, 


poſlibl . Fo, H h 2 and 


| 
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and receive their ſovereign commands, without daring either to WM” Due. 
fuſe compliance, or delay it. p argum! 
If we conjoin the reaſoning of the noble Lord who ſpoke laft winMll nd, there 
that of one who ſpoke before in favour of the bill, we ſhall be ab; tis bill, 1 
to diſcover the full extent of our power on theſe occaſions; the 6 The ot 
was pleaſed to inform us, that though we were at liberty to examine bo ſpoks 
the paragraphs of this bill, we had no right, at leaſt no power tu nod. T 
amend them; becauſe in money-bills, the Commons left us no otheMf jation, v 
choice than that of paſſing or rejecting them. poſts, mu 
This, my Lords, might have been thought a ſufficient contraQtion the peop) 
of thoſe privileges which your anceſtors tranſmitted to you, and the v grant. 


Commons needed to have deſired no farther conceſſions from thi One ot 
Aſſembly, ſince this was a public confeſſion of a ſubordinate ſtate Ml yonderfu 
and admitted either that part our ancient rights had been given up, oi cannot, i 
that we were at preſent too much depreſſed to dare to aſſert them. conform? 
Me might, however, ſtill comfort ourſelves with the peaceful andi principle: 
unconteſted poſſeſſion of the alternative; we might {till believe that ¶ continua 
what we could not approve we might reje&, without irritating the « their : 
formidable Commons. But now, my Lords, a new doctrine h Amid! 
been vented among us; we are told not only that we muſt not amend commer: 
a money- bill, but that it will be to no purpoſe to reject it; for that ſand pou: 
the other Houſe will ſend it again without altering any thing but the to prec 
title, and force it upon wr when there is no time for any other hazard, 
expedient, ſtock- jo 
If this, my "ARGS ſhould be Fs I 1 — not how the bill without 
might, at its ſecond appearance, be received by other Lords; for my de hope. 
part, I ſhould vote immediately for rejecting it, without any alle. All le 
viating or mollifying expedients. I ſhould reject it, my Lords, Wl nore uſ 
even on the laſt day of the ſeſſion, without any regard to the pre- to all ot 
tended neceſſity of raiſing ſupplies, and without ſuffering myſelf to bund 
be terrified into compliance by the danger of the Houſe of Auſtria; ¶ attentio 
for though I think the balance of power on the continent neceſlary WW manufa 
to be preſerved at the hazard of a fleet or an army, I cannot think it Wl ufeful ti 
of equal importance to us, with the equipoiſe of our own govern- riches ; 
ment; nor can I conceiye it my duty to enſlave myſelf to ſecure the deſerve 
freedom of another. and lun 
The danger, therefore, of Sfcuftiog the Commons, at this or any But 


other juncture, ſhall never influence me to a tame reſignation of the import: 
privileges of our own Houſe; nor ſhall I willingly allow any force any (ch 
IE, 35 o which 
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p arguments which are intended only to operate upon our ſear; 
nd, therefore, unleſs there ſhall appear ſome better plea in favour of 
tis bill, 1 ſhall think it my duty to oppoſe it. 

The other plea is the difficulty, or, in the ſtile of the noble Lord 
bo ſpoke laſt, the impoſſibility of raiſing ſupplies by any other me- 
hod, That it is not eaſy to raiſe ſupplies by any new tax in a 
nation, where almoſt all the neceſſaries of life are loaded with im- 
ſults, muſt be readily allowed; but that it is impoſſible, the folly of 
the people, which is at leaſt equal to their poverty, will not ſuffer me 
to grant. | 

One other expedient, at leaſt, has been already diſcovered by the 
wonderful ſagacity of our new miniſters; an expedient which they 
cannot, indeed, claim the honour of inventing, but which appears ſo 
conformable to the reſt of their conduct, and fo agreeable to their 
pinciples, that I doubt not but they will very often practiſe it, if the 
continuance of their power be long enough to admit of a full diſplay 
their abilities, 

Amidſt their tenderneſs for our manufactures, and their equal for 
commerce, they have! eſtablſhed a lottery for eight hundred thou- 
and pounds, by which they not only take advantage of an inclination 
too predominant, an inclination to grow rich rather by a lucky 
hazard, than ſucceſsful induſtry; but give up the people a prey to 
ſtock- jobbers, uſurers, and brokers of tickets, who will plunder them 
without "mercy, by the encouragement of thoſe by whom it might 
be hoped, that they would be protected from plunderers. 

All lotteries, my Lords, are games which are not more honeſt or 
more uſeful for being legal; and the objection which has been made 
to all other games, and which has never yet been anſwered, will be 
found equally valid when applied to them, They engroſs that 
attention which might be employed in improving or extending our 
manufactures ; they ſwallow that money which might circulate in 
ufeful trade; they give the idle and the diligent an equal proſpect of 
riches; and by conferring unexpected wealth upon thoſe who never 
deſerved it, and know not how to uſe it, they promote extravagance. . 
and luxury, inſolence and diſſoluteneſs. 

But theſe conſequences, my Lords, and a thouſand others equally 
Important, equally formidable, may be objected without effect, againſt 
any ſcheme by which money will be raiſed ; money] the only end at 
which our miniſters have aimed for almaſt half a century; 9 ! 
H h 3 | Y 
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by which only they have preſerved the favour of the Court, and the 3 

obedience of the Senate; money! which has ſupplied the place of * 

| wiſdom at one time, and of courage at another. ** 

To gain money, my Lords, they have injured trade by eſtabliſh. 420 

ing a lottery; and they are now about to ſacrifice the health a, ſbltanc 

virtue of the people, to the preſeryation of a trade by which mone 1 

may be furniſned to the government. This, my Lords, is their only 4 The 

deſign, however they may act, or whatever they may profeſs; if they wery a 

endeavour to protect either the trade or lives of people, it is only 1 

becauſe they expect a continuance of taxes from them; and when 0 ob] 

more deſperate meaſures are neceſſary for the ſame purpoſes, they tion 

ruin their trade by one project, and deſtroy their lives by another. zy the 1 

Lord LoxspALE next ſpoke to this effect: My Lords, It is not 1 

without the utmoſt grief and indignation, that I find this Houle con- blowin 

fidered by ſome who have ſpoken in vindication of this bill, as obliged galous 

to comply with any propoſals ſent up by the Commons for raiſing to preſe 

money, howeyer deſtructive to the public, or however contrary to not thin 

the dictates of our conſcience, or convictions of our reaſon. WOW 

What is this, my Lords, but once more to vote ourſelves uſe- If I f 

leſs ? What but to be the firſt that ſhall deſtroy the conſtitution of Wat 
the government, and give up that * which our N apa 
eſtabliſhed ? therefor 
That this is really the deſign of any of the noble Lords, who That 
have ſpoken in vindication of the bill, and have aſſerted the neceſſity every d 
of paſſing it, without any attempts to amend it, I am very far from ned 
affirming ; ; but certainly, my Lords, this, and this only, is the con- 3 

ſequence of their poſitions, with whatever intention they may have 3 
advanced them; for how, my Lords, can we call ourſelves indepen- 3 
dent, if we are to receive the commands of the other Houſe ? or with om 3 

what propriety can we aſſume the title of legiſlators, if we are to 55 
paſs a bill like this without examination! N of the 
The bill now before us, my Lords, is of the utmoſt importance to We 
_ the happineſs of that nation whoſe welfare we have hitherto been Pal 
G imagined to ſuperintend. In this bill are involved not only the absolut. 
trade and riches, but the lives and morals of the Britiſh people; nor 1 
can we ſuffer it to paſs unexamined, without betraying 1 the nation to ther bil 
1 wickedneſs and deſtruction. The 
. Should we, on this occaſion, ſuffer ourſelves to be degraded from e 


. 
| 
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legiſlators to meſſengers from the Commons to the Throne ; ſhould 
We 
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e be content only to tranſmit the laws which we ought to amend, 
ad reſign ourſelves up implicitly to the wiſdom of thoſe whom we 
have formerly conſidered as our inferiors, I know not for what pur- 
pole we {it here. It would be my counſel that we ſhould no longer 
attempt to preſerve the appearance of power, when we have loſt the 
ſubſtance, or ſubmit to ſhare the drudgery of government, without 
prtaking of the authority, 

The time of ſuch deſperation is, indeed, not yet arrived; but 
every act of ſervile compliance will bring it nearer ; and therefore, 
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EY ny Lords, for the ſake of ourſelves, as well as of the people, I join 
ſes, they the noble Lord's motion for reſuming the Houſe, that farther infor- 
ag don may be obtained both by ourſelves, by the Commons, and 


by the nation. 

The Duke of NEWCASTLE then roſe, and ſpoke to the effect 
following: My Lords, I believe no Lord in this Aſſembly is more 
zealous for the advantage of the public than myſelf, or more deſirous 
to preſerve the lives, or amend the morals of the people ; but I can- 
not think that this character can juſtly imply any diſlike of the bill 
now before us. 


It is not 
uſe con. 
; obliged 
| raiſing 
trary to 


wm J If I ſhould admit what the noble Lord has aſſerted, that the lives 
aces and morals of the people are affected by this bill, I cannot yet ſee 
| chat his inference is juſt, or that our compliance with the motion is 
4 whe therefore neceſſary. 

eceſſity That under the preſent regulation, the miſeries of the nation are 
r fron every day increaſed; that corruption ſpreads every day wider, and 
con- Lebauchery makes greater havock, is confeſſed on all ſides ; and 
y have therefore I can diſcover no reaſon for continuing the laws in their 
depen- WW breſent ſtate, nor can think that we ought to decline any experiment 
with by which that diſorder, which cannot be increaſed, 9885 poſſibly be 
are to! leſſened. 


It is confeſſed by the noble Lords, who declare their approbation 
of the motion for poſtponing the conſideration of this bill, that they 
intend nothing leſs than a gentle and tacit manner of dropping it, by 
ſhewing the Commons that, though to avoid offence they do not 


nce to 
been 


| * „ ” 
a nor W abſolutely reject it, yet they cannot approve it, and will not pals it; 
on to! and that therefore the neceſſity of raiſing ſupplies, requires that ano- 


ther bill ſhould be formed, not liable to the ſame objections. 
The conſequence of this procedure, my Lords, can only be, that 
ould MY either the Commons will form another bill for raiſing money, or 


Hh 4 that 
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that they will ſend up this again with a new title, and ſuch flight 
alterations as not the happineſs of the nation, but the forms of the 
Senate demand. 

If, in return for our endeavours to RTE a bill, of which they 
think themſelves the only conſtitutional judges, they ſhould fend it 
again with only another title ; what, my Lords, ſhall we procure by 
the delay, but a new KEDS ON of murmurs and diſcontent, a new 
confirmation of the power of the Commons, and an eſtabliſhment of 
ſenatorial chicanery, at once pernicious to * public, and ignomi. 
nious to ourſelves ? 

That the Commons, in ſending back a bill that has been rejected 
in this Houſe, with only a change in the title, act contrary to the end 


of ſenatorial conſultations, though conſiſtently with their external 


forms, cannot be denied: but as each Houſe is without any depen- 
dence on the other, ſuch deviations from the principles of our con- 
ſtitution, however injurious to our authority, or however detri. 
mental to the nation, cannot be puniſhed, nor otherwiſe prevented 
than by caution and prudence. | 
If, therefore, the Commons, as they have formerly done, ſhould 
return the bill without alteration, we ſhall only have impaired our 
own authority, and ſhaken the foundations of our government by a 
fruitleſs oppofition. Nor ſhall we gain any advantage, though they 
ſhou!d comply with our expectations, and employ the little time that 
remains in contriving a new tax; for corruption muſt then proceed 
without oppoſition, the people wad grow every day more vicious, 
and debauchery will, in a ſhort time, grow too general to be 
ſuppreſſed. 

With regard to the bill before us, the only queſtion that is neceſ- 
ary or proper, is, whether it will promote or hinder the conſumption 
of diſtilled liquors? for as to the effects of thoſe liquors, thoſe that 
vindicate, and that oppoſe this bill, arę of the ſame opinion; and all 
will readily allow, that if the law now propoſed ſhall be found to 
increaſe the conſumption which it was intended to diminiſh, it ought 
immediately to be repealed, as deſtructiye to the people, and contrary 
to the end for which it was deſigned ; but if the additional duties 
{hall produce any degree of reſtraint, if they ſhall hinder the con- 
ſumption even of a very ſmall part, I think it muſt be allowed that 
the r are Juſt and uſeful; ſince it has already appeared, that 
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this vice is too deeply rooted to be torn up at once; and that there- 
fore it is to be pruned away by imperceptible diminution. | 
Whether the proviſions now offered in the bill might not admit of 
improvements z whether ſome other more efficacious expedients might 
not be diſcovered ; and whether the duties might not be raiſed yet 
higher, with more advantage to the public, may undoubtedly admit 
of long diſputes, and deep enquiries; but for theſe enquiries and 
diſputes, my Lords, there is at preſent no time: the affairs of the 
continent require our immediate interpoſition, the general oppreſlors 
of the weſtern world are now endeavouring to extend their domi- 
nions, and exalt their power beyond the poſſibility of future oppo- 
ſition ; and our allies, who were ſtruggling againſt them, can uo 
longer continue their efforts without aſſiſtance. 
At a time like this, my Lords, it is not proper to delay che ſup- 
plies by needleſs controverſies; or, indeed, by any diſputes which 
may, without great inconvenience, be delayed to a time of tranquil, 
lity, a time when all our enquiries may be proſecuted at leiſure, 
when every argument may be conſidered in its full extent, and when 
the improvement of our laws ought, indeed, to be our principal care. 
At preſent it appears to me, that every method of raiſing money, 
without manifeſt injury to the morals of the people, deſerves our 
approbation ; and therefore that we ought to paſs this bill, though it 
ſhould not much hinder the conſumption of ſpirituous liquors, if it 
all barely appear that it will not increaſe it. 
_— is at cen that, at this preſſing exigence, thoſe that op- 
poſe the bills by which ſupplies are to be raiſed, ſhould, by offering 
other expedients, ſhew that their oppoſition proceeds not from any 
private maleyolence to the miniſtry, or any prepoſicffion againſt = 
public meaſures, but from a ſteady adherence to juſt 5 
an impartial regard for the public good; for it may be ſuſpecte 
that he who only buſies himſelf in pulling down, without any at- 


tempts to repair the breaches that he has made with more fit or 


durable materials, has no real delign of ſtrengthening the forti- 
fieation. 

It has been propoſed, indeed, by one of the noble Lords, that a 
tax of three ſhillings a gallon ſhould be laid upon all diſtilled er 
and collected by the laws of exciſe at the ſtill-head, which wou 


foubtleſs ſecure a great part of the people from the ng a 
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which they are at preſent expoſed, but would at the ſame time pro- 
duce another effect not equally to be deſired, 
I have been informed, my Lords, upon mentioning this propoſal 


in converſation, that ſuch duties will raiſe the price of the liquors | 


diſtilled among us, above that of foreign countries; and that there. 
fore not only all our foreign trade of this kind would be immediately 
deſtroyed, but that many of thoſe who now drink our own ſpirits, 
only becauſe they are cheaper, will then purchaſe thoſe of foreign 
countries, which are generally allowed to be more pleaſant, 
That this is really the ſtate of the affair, I do not affirm ; for | 
now relate only what I have heard from others; but ſurely the impo. 
ſition of ſo heavy a duty requires a long conſideration ; nor can it 
be i improper to mention any objections, the diſcuſſion of which may 
contribute to our information. 

But any other regulations than thoſe now offered, will require fo 
many enquiries, and fo long conſultation, that the Senate will expect 
to be diſmiſſed from their attendance, before any reſolutions are 
formed ; and when once the ſupplies are provided, we ſhall find our- 
ſelves obliged. to leave the law N to ſpirituous liquors in its 
preſent ſtate. | 

Then, my Lords, will the enemies of the government imagine 
that they have a new opportunity of gratifying their malignity, by 
cenſuring us as wholly negligent of the public happineſs, and charge 
us with looking without concern upon the debauchery, the diſeaſes, 
and the poverty of the people, without any compaſſion of their 
Wants, or care of their reformation. 

That to continue the preſent law. any lenge, will be only to 
amuſe ourſelves with ineffectual proviſions, is univerſally allowed; 
nor is there any difference of opinion with regard to the preſent ſtate 
of the vice which we are now endeavouring to hinder. The aſt 
law was well intended, but was dictated by anger, and ratified by 
zeal; and therefore was too violent to be executed, and, inſtead of 
reforming, exaſperatcd the nation. | 

No ſooner, therefore, did the magiſtrates diſcover the inflexible 


. reſolution of the people, their furious perſecution of informers, and 


their declared hatred of all thoſe who concurred in depriving them 
of this dangerous pleaſure, than they were induced, by regard to 
their own ſafety, to relax that ſeverity which was enjoined, and were 


contented to purchaſe ſafety by gratifying, or, at leaſt, by not op- 
poſing 
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poüng thoſe paſſions of the multitude, which they could not hope to 
controul; the practice of drinking ſpirits continued, and the con- 
fmption was every year greater than the former, 

This, my Lords, 1s the preſent ſtate of the nation; a ſtate ſuffi- 
cently deplorable, and which all the laws of humanity and juſtice 


command us to alter. This is the univerſal declaration. We all 
agree, that the people grow every day more corrupt, and that this 
corruption ought to be ſtopped; but by what means is yet un- 


decided. 15 
Violent methods, and extremity of rigour * been way tried, 


and totally defeated ; it is therefore propoſed to try more eaſy and 


gentle regulations, that ſhall produce,. by flow degrees, the reforma- 
ton which cannot be effected by open force; theſe new regulations 


appear to many Lords not ſufficiently coercive, and are -ima- 


gined ſtill leſs likely to reform a vice ſo inveterate, and ſo firmly 
eſtabliſhed. 

Theſe opinions I cannot flatter myſelf with the hope of recon- 
ciling ; but muſt yet obſerve, that. the conſumption of theſe liquors, 
as of all other commodities, can only be leſſened by proper duties, 
and that every additional impoſition has a tendency to leſſen them 
and fince, ſo far as it extends, it can produce no ill effects, deſerves 
the approbation of thoſe who ſincerely deſire to ſuppreſs this odious 
vice that has ſo much prevailed, and been ſo widely diffuſed. 

lt is, indeed, poſlible, that the duties now propoſed may be found 
not ſufficient ; but for this defect there is an caſy remedy, The 


duty, if it be found by the experience of a ſingle year to be too 


ſmall, may, in the next; be eaſily augmented, and ſwelled, by annual 
increaſes, even to the height which is now propoſed, if no remedy 
more eaſy can be found. 

It may be objected, that this fund will be mortgaged for the pay- 
ment of the ſums employed in the ſervice of the war; and that there- 


| fore the ſtate of the duty cannot afterwards be altered without in- 


juſtice to the public creditors, and a manifeſt violation of the faith 


of the Senate : but, my Lords, though in the hurry of providing for 
a preſſing and important war, the Commons could not find any 


other method ſo eaſy of raiſing money, it cannot be doubted but that 


when they conſider the ſtate of the nation at leiſure, they will eaſily 
redeem this tax, if it ſhall appear inconvenient, and ſubſtitute ſome 


other, leſs injurious to the happineſs of the public. 
on | 1971 | It 
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476 Þ EB, 23. 
It was not impoſſible for them to have done this in the beginning 


of this ſeflion; nor can it be ſuppoſed, that men ſo long verſed in 
public affairs, could not caſily have propoſed many other impoſts; 


but it may be imagined, that they choſe this out of many, without 


ſuſpecting that it would be oppoſed; and believed, that they were at 
once raiſing ſupplies, and protecting the virtue of the people. 

Nor indeed, my Lords, does it yet appear, that they have been 
miſtaken ; for though the arguments of the noble Lords who oppoſe 
the bill are acute and plauſible, yet ſince they agree, that the con- 
ſumption of theſe liquors is, at laſt, to be hindered by raiſing their 
price, it is reaſonable to conceive, that every augmentation of the 
price muſt produce a proportionate diminution of the conſumption ; 
and that therefore this duty will contribute in ſome degree to the 
reformation of the people. It ſeems at leaſt in the higheſt degree 
probable, that it cannot increaſe the evil which it is intended to remedy; 
and that therefore we may reaſonably concur in it, as it will furniſh 
the government with ſupplies, without any inconvenience to thoſe 
that pay them. 

The Biſhop of OxrorD next 3 to this effect 1 10 
This ſubject has already been ſo acutely conſidered, and ſo copiouſſ 
diſcuſſed, that I riſe up in deſpair ef pans wn thing new, of 
explaining any argument more clearly, 'or urging it more forcibly, 
of ſtarting any other ſubje& of conſideration, or pointing out any 
circumſtance yet untouched in thoſe that have been propoſed. 

Yet, my Lords, though I cannat hope to add any thing to the 
knowledge which your Lordſhips have already obtained of the ſub- 
je& i in debate, I think it my duty to add one voice to the truth, and 
to declare, that in the balance of my underſtanding, the arguments 
againſt the bill very much FO thoſe that have been offered in 

its favour. 

It is always preſumed 5 thoſe who vindicate i it, that every augmen- 
tation of the price will neceſſarily produce a proportionate decreaſe of 
the conſumption. This, my Lords, is the chief, if not the only ar- 
gument that has been advanced, except that which is drawn from the 
neceſſity of raiſing ſupplies, and the danger of diſguſting the other 
Houſe, But this argument, my Lords, is evidently fallacious ; and 
therefore the bill, if it paſſes, muſt paſs without a ſingle reaſon, Fork 
immediate convenience, 
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Let us examine, my Lords, this potent argument, which has been 
; cceffively urged by all who have endeavoured to vindicate the bill, 
and echoed from one to another with all the confidence of irrefraga- 
bility ; let us conſider on what ſuppoſitions it is founded, and we ſhall 
{on find how eaſily it will be diſſipated. 

It is ſuppoſed by this argument, that every drinker of theſe liquors 
ſpends as much as he can poſſibly procure ; and that therefore the 
aſt additional price muſt place part of his pleaſure beyond his reach. 
This, my Lords, cannot be generally true; it is perhaps generally, 
if not univerſally falſe. It cannot be doubted, but that many of thoſe 
who corrupt their minds and bodies with theſe pernicious draughts, 


ate above the neceflity of conſtraining their appetites to eſcape ſo 


ſmall an expence as that which is now to be impoſed upon them; 
and even of thoſe whoſe poverty can ſink no lower, who are in reality 
exhauſted by every day's debauch, it is at leaſt as likely, that they 
will inſiſt upon more pay for their work, or that they will ſteal with 
more rapacity, as 'that they will ſuffer themſelves to be debarred from 
the pleaſures of drunkenneſs, | 

| It is not certain, that this duty will make theſe liquors dearer to 
thoſe who drink them; fince the diſtiller will more willingly dedu& 
from his preſent” profit the ſmall tax that is now propoſed, than ſuffer 
the trade to ſink; and even if that tax ſhould be, as is uſual, levied 
upon the retailer, it has been already obſerved, that in the quantities 
neceſſary to drunkenneſs, it will not be perceptible. | 

But, my Lords, though this argument appears thus weak upon 
the-firſt and lighteſt conſideration, the chief fallacy is ſtill behind. 
Thoſe who have already initiated themſelves in debauchery, deſerve 
not the chief conſideration of this Aſſembly; they are for the greateſt 
part hopeleſs and abandoned, and can only be withheld by force from 
complying with thoſe deſires to which they are habitually .enflaved. 
They may indeed be ſometimes puniſhed, and at other times nn 
but cannot often be reformed. 

Thoſe, my Lords, who are yet uncorrupted, ought firſt to engage 
our care; virtue is eafily preſerved, but difficultly regained. But 


for thoſe what regard has hitherto been ſhewn ? What effects can be 


expected from this bill, but that of expoſing them to temptations, 


by placing unlawful pleaſures in their view ? Pleaſures which, how- 


ever unworthy of human nature, axe ſeldom forſaken after they have 


once been'taſted, : 
| n 
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In the Slain of the preſent queſtion, it is wi remem. 
bered, that multitudes are already corrupted, and the contagion grow 
more dangerous, in proportion as greater numbers are infected. 

To ſtop the progreſs of this peſtilence, my Lords, ought to he 
the governing paſſion of our minds; to this point ought all our 
aims to be directed, and for this end r all our Projects to he 
calculated. | 

But how, my Lords, is this purpoſe prifidied by al which gives 
a licence, an unlimited and cheap licence for the ſale of that liquor, 
to which, even thoſe who ſupport the bill, impute the preſent corrup. 
tion of the people ? This ſurely is no rational ſcheme of reformation, 
nor can it be imagined, that a favourite and inveterate vice is to O be 
ee by ſuch gentle methods. 

Let us conſider, my Lords, more nd 4 the effects a this new 
invented regulation, and we ſhall ſee, how we may expect from them 
the recovery of public virtue. A law is now to be repealed, by 
which the uſe of diſtilled liquors is prohibited, but which has not 
been for ſome time put in execution, or not with vigour ſufficient to 
ſurmount the difficulties and inconveniencies by which its opera- 
tion was obſtructed. The law is however yet in force, and who- 
ever ſells ſpirits muſt now fell them at the hazard of proſecution and 
penalties, and with an implicit nn, in the kindneſs and fidelity 
of the purchaſer. 

It cannot be ſuppoſed, my Lords, but that a law like this muſt 
have ſome effect. It cannot be doubted, that ſome are honeſt, and 
others timorous ; and that among the wretches who are moſt to be 

ſuſpected of this kind of debauchery, there are ſome in whom it is 
not ſafe to confide ; they therefore muſt ſometimes be hindered from 
deftroying their reaſon by other reſtraints than want of money; and 
when they are truſted with the ſecret of an illegal trade, muſt pay a 
dearer rate for the danger that is incurred, 
But when this law is repealed, and every ſtreet and alley has a ſhop 
licenſed to diſtribute this delicious poiſon, what can we expect! 
The moſt ſanguine advocate for the bill cannot ſurely hope, that any 
of thoſe who now drink ſpirits will refrain from them, only becauſe 
they are ſold without danger ; and though what cannot be proved, or 
even hoped, ſhould be admitted, that ſome muſt content themſelves 
with a. ſmaller quantity on account of the advanced price, yet while 


they take all opportunities of debauchery, while they ſpend, in this 
deſtructive 
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Eſtructive liquor, all that either honeſt labour or daring theft will 
ſupply, they muſt always be examples of intemperance z ſuch exams» 
ples as, from the experience of late years, we have reaſon to believe 
will find many imitators; and therefore will promote at once the 
conſumption of ſpirits, and the corruption of the people. 

There is always to be found in wickedneſs a deteſtable ambitiob of 
raining proſelytes: every man who has ſuffered himſelf to be cor- 
rupted, is deſirous to hide himſelf from infamy in crowds as vicious 
as himſelf, or deſires companions in wickedneſs from the ſame natural 
inclination to ſociety, which prompts. almoſt ** man to * 
ſingularity on other occaſions. 

Whatever be the reaſon, it may be every day obſerved, that: the 
great pleaſure of the vicious is to vitiate others; nor is it poſſihle 
to ſquander an hour in the aſſemblies of debauchees of any rank, 
without obſerving with what importunity innocence is attacked, and 
how many arts of ſophiſtry and ridicule are uſed to weaken the in- 
fluence of virtue, and ſuppreſs the ſtruggles of conſcience. * 61 
The fatal art by which virtue is moſt commonly overborne is 
the frequent repetition of temptations, which, though often rejected, 
will at ſome unhappy moment generally prevail, and therefore ought 
to be removed; but which this bill is intended to place always in ſight. 

To what purpoſe will it be, my Lords, to deprive nine hardened 
profligates of a tenth part of the liquor which they now drink, which. 
is the utmoſt that this duty will effect? If they have an opportunity 
of corrupting one by their ſolicitation and example, the difference 
between nine and ten acts of debauchery is of very ſmall importance 
to mankind, or even to the perſons who are thus reſtrained, ſince 

their forbearance of the utmoſt exceſſes is only the effect of their 

poverty, not of their virtue. | | 

How far is ſuch reſtraint from being equivalent to the corruption 

of one mind, yet pure and undebauched! to the ſeduction of one 


heart from virtue, and a new addition to the intereſt and prevalence 


of wickedneſs? If it be neceſſary, that the ſupplies ſhould be raiſed 
for the government by the uſe of this pernicious liquor, it is deſirable 
that it ſhould be confined to few, and that it ſhould rather be ſwal- 
lowed in large quantities by hopeleſs drunkards, than offered every 
where to the taſte of innocence and youth, in licenſed houſes of 


wickedneſs, 
The 


- 
= 
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The conſumption will, for a time, be the ſame in both caſes, but 
with this important difference, that wickedneſs would only be con- 
tinued, not promoted; and as the poiſon would rid the land by de. 
grees of the preſent race of FECT) it might be oped, that our 
poſterity would be uninfected. 

But under the preſent ſcheme of regulations, my Lords, vice 
will be propagated under the countenance of the legiſlature ; and 
that kind of wickedneſs by which the nation is ſo infatuated, that it 
has increaſed yearly in oppoſition to a penal -law, will now not 


only be ſuffered, but encouraged, and enjoy not impunity only, but 


| 

Thus, if we paſs the bill, we ſhall not even be able to boaſt the 
petty merit of leaving the nation in its preſent ſtate ; we ſhall take 
away the preſent reſtraints of vice, without ſubſtituting any in their 
place; we ſhall perhaps deprive a few hardened drunkards of a ſmall 
part of the liquor which they now ſwallow, but ſhall open, according 
to the expectation of the noble Lord, fifty thouſand houſes of licenſed 
debauchery for the ruin of millions yet untainted. 

To leave the nation in its preſent ſtate, which is allowed on all 
hands to be a ftate of corruption, ſeems to be the utmoſt ambition 
of one of the noble Lords who have pleaded with the greateſt warmth 
for this bill; for he concluded, with an air of triumph, by aſking, 
how we can be cenſured for oy ſuffering the nation to continue in 
its former ſlate? | 

We may be, in my opinion, my Lords, cenſured as traitors to 
our truſt, and enemies to our country, if we permit any vice to pre- 
vail, when it is in our power to ſuppreſs it. We may be curſed, with 
juſtice, by poſterity, as the abettors of that debauchery by which 
poverty and diſeaſe ſhall be entailed upon them, contemned in the 
preſent as the flatterers of thoſe appetites which we ought to regulate, 
and inſulted by that populace whom we dare not oppoſe. 

Had none of our predeceſſors endeavoured the reformation of the 
people, had they contented themſelves always to leave the nation 28 
they found it, there had been long ago an end of all the order and 
ſecurity of ſociety; for the natural depravity of human nature has 
always a tendency from leſs to greater evil; and the ſame cauſes 
which had made us thus wicked, will, if not-obviated, make us worle. 
Since the noble Lord thinks it not neceſſary to attempt the refor- 


mation of the people, he might bave ſpared the elaborate calculation, 
by 
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which he has proved, that a large ſum will be gained by the go- 
ermment, though one third part of the conſumption be prevented; 
hr it is of very little importance to diſcuſs the conſequences of an 
went which will never happen. 
hid part of the conſumption will in reality be prevented, and then 
te might very properly have conſoled the miniſtry, by ſhewing how 
nuch they would gain from the reſidue, | 

That this bill, as it now ſtands, will produce a os revenue 
o the government, but no reformation in the people, is aſſerted 
ly thoſe that oppoſe, and undoubtedly believed by thoſe that defend 
it; but as this is not the purpoſe which I am moſt deſirous of pro- 
noting, I cannot but think it my duty to agree to the propoſal of the 
joble Lord, that by poſtponing the conſideration of the bill, more 
xat information may be obtained by us, and the Commons may-be 
latmed at the danger into which the nation has been brought by 
heir precipitation, 

Lord BATH then roſe again, and ſpoke to the following effect: 
My Lords, As the noble Lord who has juſt ſpoken appears to have 
niapprehended ſome of my aſſertions, I think it neceſſary to riſe again, 
hat may explain with ſufficient clegrneſs what perhaps I before ex- 
preſſed obſcurely, amidſt the number of different conſiderations that 
crowded my imagination. 

With regard to the diminution that might be expected from this 
aw, I did not abſolutely aſſert, at leaſt I did not intend to aſſert, that 
: third part would be taken off; but only advanced that ſuppoſition 
s the baſis of a calculation, by which I might prove what many Lords 
ppeared to doubt, that the conſumption might poſſibly be diminiſhed, 
and yet the revenue increaſed. 

Upon this ſuppoſition, which muſt be allowed to be reaſonable, 
both the purpoſes of the bill will be anſwered, and the oy ſupplies 
jill be raiſed by the ſuppreſſion of vice. 

The diminution of the conſumption may be greater or leſs than I 
If it be greater, the revenue will be indeed leſs aug- 
nented ; but the purpoſes which, in the opinion of the noble Lords 
who ck the bill, are more to be regarded, will be better promoted, 

ad all their arguments againſt it will be, at leaſt, defeated ; nor will 
be miniſtry, I hope, regret the failure of a tax which! is deficient only | 


y the ſobriety of the nation. | | 
Vor. II. 11 If 


He ſhould firſt have proved, that a 
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If the diminution be leſs than I have fuppoſed, yet if there be any 
diminution, it cannot be ſaid, that the bill has been wholly without 
effect, or that the miniſtry have not proceeded either with more judg- 
ment or better fortune than their predeceſſors, or that they have not, 
at leaſt, taken advantage of the errors that have been committed. It 
muſt be owned, that they have either reformed the nation, or at leaſt 
pointed out the way by which the reformation that has been fo long 
deſired, may be effected. 

That this tax will in ſome degree hinder drunkennefs, it is u 
able to expect, becauſe it can only be hindered by taxing the liquors 
which are uſed in exceſs; but there yet remain, concerning the 
weight of the tax that ought to be laid upon them, doubts which 
nothing but experience can, I believe, remove, 

By experience, my Lords, we have been already minds that 
taxes may be ſo heavy as to be without effect; that reſtraint may be 


fo violent as to produce impatience ; and therefore it is proper in the 


next eſſay to proceed by flow degrees, and gentle methods, and pro- 
duce that effect imperceptibly which we find ourſelves unable to 
accompliſh at once, 

I cannot therefore think, that the duty of three ſhillings a gallon 
can be impoſed without defeating our own deſign, and compelling 
the people to find out ſome method of eluding the law like that which 
was practiſed after the Act, by which in the ſecond year of his preſent 
Majeſty, five ſhillings were impoſed upon every gallon of compound 
waters, after which it is well known, that the diſtillers ſold a ſimple 
ſpirit under the contemptuous title of ſenatorial brandy, and the law 
being univerſally evaded, was foon after repealed as uſeleſs. 
Such, my Lords, or worſe, will be the conſequence of the tax 
which the noble Lord has propoſed ; for if it cannot be evaded, 
ſpirits will de brought from nations that have been wiſer than to 
burthen their own commodities with ſuch infupportable impoſt, and 
the empire will ſoon be impoveriſhed by the exportation of its money. 

Lord HERVEY anſwered in ſubſtance as follows :—My Lords, 


I am very far from thinking the arguments of the noble Lord ſuch as 


can influence men deſirous to promote the real and durable happineb 
of their country ; ſor he is ſolicitous only about the proſperity of the 
Britiſh manufactures, and the preſervation of the Britiſh trade, but 


has ſhewn very little regard to Britiſh virtue. 
That 
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That part of his argument is therefore not nedeſſary to be anſwered, 
the ſuggeſtion upon which it is founded were true, ſince it will be 
yuficient to compare the advantage of the two ſchemes. And with 
regard to his inſinuation, that ſenitorial brandy may be revived by a 
lich duty, I believe, firſt, that no ſuch evaſion can be contrived, 
ind in the next place, am confident, that it may be defeated by 
burthening the new- invented liquor, whatever it be, af it be Equally 
pernicious, with an equal tax. The path of our duty, my Lords, is 
plain and eaſy, and only repreſented difficult by the e Who are inclined 
to deviate from it. 

Lord BATHURST ſpoke next to the effect 1 :—My Lords, 
Whatever meaſures may be practiſed by the people for eluding the 
purpoſes of the bill now before us, with whatever induſtry they may 
invent new. kinds of ſenatorial brandy, or by whatever artifices they 
may eſcape the diligence of the officers employed to collect a duty 
levied upon their vices and their pleaſures, there is, at leaſt, no 
langer, that they will purchaſe from the Continent thoſe liquors 
which' we are endeavouring to withhold from them, or that this bill 
vill impoveriſh our country by promoting a trade contrary to its 
intereſt. 

What would be the conſequence of the duty of three ſhillings a 
rallon, propoſed by the noble Lord, it is eaſy to judge. What, my 
Lords, can be expected from it, but that it will either oblige or en- 
courage the venders of ſpirits to procure from other places what they 
can no longer buy for reaſonable prices at home? and that thoſe 
drunkards who cannot or will not ſuddenly change their cuſtoms, will 
purchaſe from abroad the pleaſures which we withhold from them, 
and the wealth of the nation be daily diminiſhed, but the virtue 
little encreaſed ? 

Thus, my Lords, ſhall we at once deftroy our own manufacture 
and promote that of our neighbours. Thus ſhall we enrich other 
governments by diſtreſſing our own, and inſtead of increaſing 
obriety, only encourage a more expenſive and pernicious kind of 
debauchery. 

In the bill now under our conſideration, a middle way is propoſed, 
by which reformation may be introduced by thoſe gradations which 
have always been found neceſſary when inveterate vices are to be 
encountered. In this bill every neceſſary conſideration appears to 


me been regarded, the health of the people” will be preſerved, and 
1i 2 - 


their 
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their. virtue recovered, without deſtroying their trade or ſtarving 


their manufacturers. 


The efficacy of this bill ſeems, aki to be allowed by ſome of 
the Lords who oppoſe it, ſince their chief objection has ariſen from 
If a law be uſeleſs in 
itſelf, it is of no importance whether it is executed or not ; and 
therefore, I think, it may ſafely be inferred, that they who are folicit. 


their doubts whether it can be executed. 


ous how it may be enforced, are convinced of its uſefulneſs, 


If this, my Lords, be the chief objection now remaining, a little} 
conſideration will eaſily remove it; for it is well known, that the 


only obſtruction of the former law was the danger of information; 
but this law, my Lords, is ſo contrived, that it will promote the 
execution of itſelf; for by ſetting licences at ſo low a price, their 
number will be multiplied, and every man who has taken a licence 
will think himſelf juſtified in informing againſt him that ſhall retail 
ſpirits without a legal right. 

If, therefore, there ſhould be, as a pick Lord has very reaſonably 
ſuppoſed, fifty thouſand licenſed venders of theſe liquors, there wil 
likewiſe be fifty thouſand informers againſt unlawful traders; and as 
the liquors may then always be had under ſanction of the law, the 
populace will not intereſt themſelves in that proceſs which can have 
no tendency to obſtruct their pleaſure. 

Thus, my Lords, ſhall we, by agreeing to this bill, make a law 
that will be at once uſeful to the government and beneficial to the 
people, which will be at once powerful in its effects and eaſy in its 
execution ; and therefore, inſtead of attending any-more to the wild 
and impracticable ſchemes of heavy taxes, rigorous puniſhments, 
ſudden reformations, and violent reſtraints, I hope we ſhall unani- 


mouſly approve this method, from which ſo much may be * 


while nothing is hazarded. 

Lord CARTERET then roſe up and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows: 
My Lords, though the noble Lord who has been pleaſed to incite 
us to an unanimous concurrence with himſelf and his aſſociates of the 
miniſtry in paſſing this excellent and wonder-working bill, this bill 
| which is to leſſen the conſumption of ſpirits, without leſſening the 
quantity which is diſtilled, which is to reſtrain drunkards from 
drinking, by ſetting their favourite liquor always before their eyes, to 
conquer habits by continuing them, and correct vice by indulging it 


according to the loweſt reckoning, for at leaſt another year; jel, 
| my 
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my Lords, ſuch is my obſtinacy, or ſuch my ignorance, that I can- 


not yet comply with his propoſal, nor can prevail with myſelf either 
o concur with meaſures ſo apparently oppoſite to the intereſt of the 
public, or to hear them vindicated, without declaring how little 1 
approve them. | | 

During the courſe of this long debate I have endeavoured to reca- 
pitulate and digeſt the arguments which have been advanced, and 
have conſidered them both ſeparate and conjoined ; but find myſelf 
it the ſame diſtance from conviction as when I entered the Houſe ; 
nor do I imagine, that they can much affect any man who does not 
yoluntarily aſſiſt them by ſtrong prejudice. ' 

In vindication of this bill, my Lords, we have been told, that os 
preſent law is ineffectual; that our manufacture is not to be deſtroyed, 
or not this year; that the ſecurity offered by the preſent bill -has 
induced great numbers to ſubſcribe to the new fund ; that it has been 


proved by the Commons; and that, if it be found ineffectual, it- 


may be amended another ſeſſion. 


All theſe arguments, my Lords, I ſhall endeavour to examine, 


becauſe I am always deſirous of gratifying thoſe great men to whom 
the adminiſtration. of affairs is entruſted, and have always very 


cautiouſly ayoided the odium of diſaffection which they will undoubt-- 


edly throw, in imitation of their predeceſſors, upon all thoſe whoſe 
wayward conſciences ſhall oblige them to hinder the execution of 
their ſchemes, _ | 

With a very ſtrong deſire, therefore, though with no great hopes 
of finding them in the right, I venture to begin my enquiry, and 
engage in the examination of their firſt aſſertion, that the preſent 
Jaw againſt the abuſe of ſtrong liquors is without effect. 

hope, my Lords, it portends well to my enquiry, that the firſt 
poſition which I have to examine is true, nor can I forbear to con- 


gratulate your Lordſhips upon having heard from the new nn, | 


one aſſertion not to be contradicted, 

It is evident, my Lords, from daily obſervatian, and demonſtrable 
from the papers upon the table, that every year, ſince the enaction of 
the laſt law, that vice has increaſed which it was intended to repreſs, 
and that no time has been ſo favourable to the retailers of ſpirits as 
that which has paſſed ſince they were prohibited. 

It may therefore be expected, my Lords, that having agreed with 


the miniſters in their fundamental propoſition, 1 ſhall concur with 
Ii 3 them 
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them in the conſequence which they draw from it; and having al. 
lowed that the preſent law is ineffectual, * admit that another is 
neceſſary, 
But, my Lords, in 45 to diſcover whether this conſequence be 
neceſſary, it muſt firſt be enquired why the preſent law is of no force! 
For, my Lords, it will be found, upon reflexion, that there are 
certain degrees of corruption that may hinder the effects of the beſt 
Jaws. The magiſtrates may be vicious, and forbear to enforce that 
law, by which themſelves are condemned; they may be indolent, and 
_ inclined rather to connive at wickedneſs by which they are not injured 
themſelves, than to repreſs it by a laborious exertion of their au- 
thority; or they may be timorous, and, inſtead of awing the vicious, 
may be awed by them, 

In any of theſe caſes, my Lords, the law is not to be condemned 
for its inefficacy, ſince it only fails by the defect of thoſe who are to 
direct its operations; the beſt and moſt i important laws will contribute 
very little to the ſecurity or happineſs of a people, if no judges of 
integrity and ſpirit can be found amongſt them. Even the moſt 
beneficial and uſeful bill that miniſters can poſlibly imagine, a bill 
for laying on our eftates a tax of the fifth part of their yearly value, 
would be wholly without effect, if collectors could not be obtained. 

I am therefore, my Lords, yet doubtful, whether the inefficacy of 
the law now ſubſiſting neceſſarily obliges us to provide another; for 
thoſe that declared it to be uſeleſs, owned at the ſame time, that no 
man endeavoured to enforce it; ſo that perhaps its only defect may 
be, that it will not execute itſelf. | 

Nor though I ſhould allow, that the law is at preſent impeded by 
difficulties which cannot be broken through, but by men of more 
ſpirit and dignity than the miniſters may be inclined to truſt with 
commiſſions of the peace, yet it can only be collected that another 
law is neceſſary, not that the law n now propoſed will be of any 
advantage. 4 - | 

Great uſe has been made of the inefficacy of the preſent law to 

decry the propoſal made by the noble Lord for laying a high duty 
High duties have already, as we are 
informed, been tried without advantage ; high duties are at this hour 
impoſed upon thoſe ſpirits which are retailed, yet we ſee them every 
gay ſold in the ſtreets without the payment of the tax required; and 
therefore 
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therefore it will be folly to make a focond eſſay of means which have 
been found, by the experience of many years, unſucceſsful. 

It has been granted on all ſides in this debate, nor was it ever 
denied on any other occaſion, that the conſumption of any com- 
modity is moſt eaſily to be hindered by raiſing its price, and its price 
i; to be raiſed by the impoſition of a duty; this, my Lords, which i is, 
[ ſuppoſe, the opinion of every man, of whatever degree of experience 
or underſtanding, appears likewiſe to have been thought by the 
zuthors of the preſent law ; and therefore they imagined, that they 
had effectually provided againſt the increaſe of drunkenneſs, by laying 
upon that liquor which ſhould be retailed in ſmall quantities, a duty 
which none of the inferior claſſes of drunkards would be able to pay. 

Thus, my Lords, they conceived, 'that they had reformed the 
common people without infringing the pleaſures of others, and ap- 
plauded the bappy contrivance by which ſpirits were to be made dear 
only to the poor, while every man who could afford to purchaſe two 
gellons was at liberty to riot at his eaſe, and over a full flowing 
bumper -look down with contempt upon his former companions, 
now ruthleſsly condemned to diſconſolate ſobriety, or obliged to re- 
gale themſelves with liquor which did no ſpeedy execution upon their 
cares, but held them for many tedious hours in a languiſhing poſ- 
ſelſion of their ſenſes and their limbs. 

But, my Lords, this intention was fruſtrated, and ls oroins, 
ingenious as it was, fell to the gronnd ; for though they had laid a 
tax, they unhappily forgot, that this tax would make no addition 
to the price, unleſs it was paid; and that it would not be paid, 
unleſs ſome were impowered to collect it, 

Here, my Lords, was the difficulty, thoſe who made the law were 
inclined to lay a tax from which themſelves ſhould be exempt, and 
therefore would not charge the liquor as it iſſued from the ſtill ; and 
when once it was diſperſed in the hands of petty dealers, it was no 
longer to be found without the aſſiſtance of informers, and informers 
could not carry on the buſineſs of perſecution, without the conſent 
of the people. 

It is not neceſſary to dwell any longer upon the law of which the 
repeal is propoſed, ſince it appears already, that it failed only from a 
partiality not eaſily defended, and from the omiſſion of what is now 
2 ord, the collection of the duty as the liquor is diſtilled, % 
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If this 1851 be followed, there will be no longer any need of in. 
formation or of any rigorous. or new meaſures; the ſame officers 
that collect a ſmaller duty may levy a greater, nor can they be eaſily 
deceived with regard to the quantities that are made ; the deceits, at 


leaft, that can be uſed, are in uſe already; they are frequently detected 


and ſuppreſſed; nor will a larger duty enable the A to op the 
vigilance of the officers with more ſucceſs. 

Againſt this propoſal, therefore, the inefficacy of the 1 lay 
can be no objection; but it is urged, that ſuch duties would deftro 
the trade of diſtilling, and a noble Lord has been pleaſed to expreſz 
great tenderneſs for a manufacture ſo beneficial and extenſiye. 

I cannot but ſometimes wonder, my Lords, at the amazing variety 
of intellects, which every day furniſhes ſome opportunity or other of 
obſerving, and which cannot but be remarked on this occaſion, 
when one produces againſt a propoſal the very argument which 
another offers in its favour. That a large duty levied at the ſtil 
would deſtroy or very much i impair the trade of diſtilling, is certainly 
ſuppoſed by thoſe who defend it, for they propoſed it only for that 
end; and what better method can they propoſe, when they are called 
to deliberate upon a bill for the prevention of the exceſſive uſe of 
diſtilled liquors ? ? 

The noble Lord has been pleaſed kindly to inform us, that the 
trade of diſtilling is very extenſive, that it employs great numbers, 
and that they have arrived at exquiſi te ſkill, and therefore—note well 
the conſequence—the trade of diſtilling i is not he diſcouraged. 

Once more, my Lords, allow me to wonder at the different con- 


ceptions of different underſtandings. It appears to me, that ſince the 


ſpirits which the diſtillers produce are allowed to enfeeble the limbs, 
and vitiate the blood, to pervert the heart, and obſcure the intellects, 
that the number of diſtillers ſhould be no argyment in their favour 
For I never heard that a law againſt theft was repealed or delayed, 
becauſe thieves were numerous. It appears to me, my Lords, that 
if fo formidable A body are confederated againſt the virtue or the lives 
of their fellow-citizens, it is time to put an end to the havock, and 


to interpoſe, while it is yet in our power to ſtop the deſtruction. 


As little, my Lords, am I affected with the merit of the wonderful 
ſkill which the diſtillers are ſaid to have attained that it is, in my 
opinion, no faculty of great uſe to mankind, to prepare palatable 
poiſon ; nor come I ever contribute my intereſt for the reprieve of a 

murderer, 
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d of in. . murderer, becauſe he has, by long practice, obtained great dexterity 
officers in his trade. 
> Eaſily If their liquors are fo Jaicious, that the people are tempted to 


eits, at their own deſtruction, let us at length, my Lords, ſecure them from 

etected WI theſe fatal draughts, by burſting the vials that contain them; let us 

ude the cruſh at once theſe artiſts in laughter, who have reconciled their 
countrymen to ſickneſs and to ruin, and ſpread over the pitfals of 

nt law debauchery ſuch baits as cannot be reſiſted, 

deſtroy The noble Lord has indeed admitted, that this bill may not be 


expreſy found ſufficiently coercive, but gives us hopes that it may be im- 
roved and enforced another year, and perſuades us to endeavour the 
Ariety reformation of drunkenneſs by degrees, and above all, to beware at 
ther of WI preſent of hurting the manufarture.. ; 
caſion, Tam very far, my Lords, from thinking, that there are this year 
which any peculiar reaſons for tolerating murder; nor can I conceive why 
e flill the manufacture ſhould be held facred now, if it be to be deſtroyed 
rtainly hereafter; we are, indeed, deſired to try how far this law will 


r that operate, that we may be more able to proceed with due regard to this 
called valuable manufacture. 


uſe of With regard to the operation of the law, it appears to me, that it 
Mb will only enrich the government, without reforming the- people, and 
at the | believe there are not many of a different opinion; if any diminution 
bers, of the ſale of ſpirits be expected from it, it is to be conſidered, that 
5 well this diminution will or will not be ſuch as is deſired for the reforma- 

tion of the people; if it be ſufficient, the manufaQure is at an end, 

con- and all the reaſons againſt a higher duty are of equal force againſt 
e the this ; but if i it is not ſufficient, we have, at leaſt, omitted part of our 

imbs, day, and have neglected the health and virtue of the people. 

ledts, I cannot, my Lords, yet diſcover, why a reprieve is deſired for 
our! this manufacture, why the preſent year is not equally propitious to 
ayed, the reformation of mankind as any will be that may ſucceed it. It is 
that true we are at war with two nations, and, perhaps, with more; but 
lives war may be better proſecuted without money than without men, and 
and we but little conſult the military glory of our country, if we raiſe 
| ſupplies for paying our armies, by the EPR of thoſe armies that 
erful we are contriving to pay, | 
| my We have heard the neceſſity of reforming the nation by degrees 
table urged as an argument for impoſing firſt a lighter duty, and after- 
of a wards a heavier ; 3 this complaiſance for wickedneſs, my Lords, is not 
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ſo defenſible as that f it ſhould be battered by arguments in form, and 
therefore, I ſhall only relate a reply made by Webby the noted 
walker, upon a parallel occaſion. 

This man, who muſt be remembered by 1 many of your  Lordſkips, 
was remarkable for vigour, both of mind and body, and lived wholly 
upon water for his drink, and chiefly upon vegetables for his other 
ſuſtenance ; he was one day recommending his regimen to one of his 
friends who loved wine, and who perhaps 8 ſomewhat contribute 
to the proſperity of this ſpirituous manufafture, and urged him, with 
great earneſtneſs, to quit a courſe of luxury by which his health ang 
his intellects would equally be deſtroyed. The gentleman appeared 
convinced, and told him, that he would conform to his counſel, and 
thought he could not change his courſe of life at once, but would 
leave off ſtrong liquors by degrees, By degrees, ſays the other, with 
indignation ! if you ſhould bets fall into the fire, would you 
caution your ſervants not to pull you out but by degrees ? 

This anſwer, my Lords, is applicable in the preſent caſe; the 
nation is ſunk into the loweſt ſtate of corruption, the people are not 
only vicious but infolent beyond example, they not only break the 
laws but defy them, and yet, ſome of your Lordſhips are for reform- 
ing them by degrees. 

I am not eaſily perſuaded, my Lords, that our miniſters really in- 
tend to ſupply the defects that may hereafter be diſcovered in this bill; 
it will doubtleſs produce money, perhaps much more than they appear 
to expect from it; I doubt not but the licenſed retailers will be more 
than fifty thouſand, and the quantity retailed muſt increaſe with the 
number of retailers. As the bill will therefore anſwer all the ends 
intended by it, I do not expect to ſee it altered, for I have never 
obſerved miniſters deſirous of amending their own errors, unleſs they 
are fuch as produce a deficiency i in tne revenue. 

Beſides, my Lords, it is not certain, that when this fund is 
mortgaged to the public creditors, they can prevail upon the Com- 
mons to change the ſecurity; they may continue the bill in force for 


the reaſons, Whatever they are, for which they have paſſed it, and the 


good intentions of our miniſters, however ſincere, may be defeated, 
and drunkenneſs, legal drunkenneſs, eſtabliſhed in the nation. 
This, my 3 is very reaſonable; and therefore we ought to 


exert ourſelves ſor the ſafety of the nation, while the power is yet in 


our own hands, and without regard to the opinion or proceedings of 


the 
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de other Houſe, ſhew that we are yet the chief guardians of the 
people, and the moſt vigilant adverſaries of wickedneſs. 

The ready compliance of the Commons with the meaſures pro- 
poſed in this bill, has been mentioned here with a view, I ſuppoſe, of 
influencing us, but ſurely by thoſe who had forgotton our indepen- 


of either .Houſe, to deliberate without regard to the determinations 


diſtin powers that compoſe the legiſlature, unleſs their determina- 
tions are without influence upon each other ? If either the example 
or authority of the Commons can divert us from following our own 
convitions, we are no longer part of the legiſlature ; we have given 
up our honours and our privileges, and what then is our concurrence 
but flavery, or our ſuffrage but an echo? : 

The only argument therefore that now remains, is the expediency 
of gratifying thoſe by whoſe ready ſubſcription the exigencies which 
the councils of our new ſtateſmen have brought upon us, and of con- 
tinuing the ſecurity by which they have been 3 to ſuch libe- 
ral contributions. 

Public credit, my Lords, is indeed of very great importance, but 
public credit can never be long ſupported without public virtue; nor 
indeed if the government could mortgage the morals and health of 
the people, would it be juſt or rational to confirm the bargain, If 
the miniſtry can raiſe money only by the deſtruction of their fellow- 
ſubjects, they ought to abandon thoſe ſchemes for which the money 
is neceſſary : for what calamity can be equal to unbounded wick- 
edneſs? 5 
But, my Lords, there is no neceſſity for a choice which may coſt 


us or our miniſters ſo much regret ; for the ſame ſubſcriptions may 
be procured by an offer of the ſame advantages to a fund of any other- 


kind, and the ſinking fund will eaſily ſupply any n that * 


be ſuſpected in another ſcheme. 
To confeſs the truth, I ſhould feel very little pain from an account 


that the nation was for ſome time determined to be leſs liberal of 


their contribution, and that t money was withheld, till it was known 


in what expeditions it was ta be employed, to what princes ſubſidies 


were to be paid, and what advantages were to be purchaſed by it for 
pur country. I ſhould rejoice, my Lords, to hear that the lot- 


ery, by which the deficiencies of this duty are to be ſupplied, 
| 5 was 
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dence, or reſigned their own. It is not only the right, bit the duty 


of the other; for how would the nation receive any benefit from the 
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| was not fled; an * the people were grown at laſt wiſe enough muſt be 
i; to diſcern the fraud, and to prefer honeſt commerce, by which al tealed, 
may be gainers, to a game by which the greateſt number muſt cer. covered 

tainly loſe, and in which no man can reaſonably expect that he ſhall With 

be the happy favourite of mo on whom a prize ſhall be WM cealed, 

conferred. jectures 

The lotteries, my Lords, which former miniſters have propoſed, ariſen It 


have always been cenſured by thoſe that ſaw their nature and their certaint. 
tendency ; ; they have been conſidered as legal cheats, by which the conceal 
ignorant and the raſh are defrauded, and the ſubtle and avaricious Whe 
often enriched ; they have been allowed to divert the People from calculat 


trade, and to alienate them from uſeful induſtry. A man who is induſtry 
uneaſy i in his circumſtances, and idle in his diſpoſition, collects the Wi engine 
remains of his fortune, and buys tickets in a lottery, retires from who ar 
buſineſs, indulges himſelf in lazineſs, and waits, in ſome obſcure limbs, \ 
place, the event of his adventure. Another, inſtead of employing This 


his ſtock in a ſhop or warehouſe, rents a garret in a private ſtreet, of man 
and makes it his buſineſs, by falſe intelligence, and chimerical alarms, habit i. 
to raiſe and ſink the price of tickets alternately, and takes advantage Wl that ou 
of the lies which he has himſelf invented, 4 Lords, 


Such, my Loxds, is the traffic that is produced by his ſcheme of is deſti 
raiſing money; nor were theſe inconveniencies unknown to the opened 


preſent miniſters in the time of their predeceſſors, whom they never numer 

failed to purſue with the loudeſt clamours, whenever the exigencies Oths 

. of the government reduced them to a lottery. knowle 

If I, my Lords, might preſume to recommend to our miniſters found 

the moſt probable method of raiſing a large ſum for the payment of proſecu 

the. «troops of the electorate, I ſhould, inſtead of the tax and lottery ſons ar 

now propoſed, adviſe them to eſtabliſh a certain number of licenſed improv 
wheel-barrows, on which the laudable trade of thimble and button ſome h 

might be carried on for the ſupport of the war, and ſhoe-boys might It is o 

4 contribute to the defence of the Houſe of Auſtria, by raffling for _ 
: apples. men W 
4 Having now, my Lords, examined with the utmoſt candour, all ſtate, 
- the reaſons which have been offered in defence of the bill, I cannot enemie 
] conceal the reſult of my enquiry, The arguments have had ſo little Thi 
3 effect upon my underſtanding, that as every man judges of cthers by a diffe 
jj himſelf, I cannot believe that they have any influence, even upon of oth 
thoſe that offer them ; and therefore I am convinced, that this bill miniſt 
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muſt be the reſult of conſiderations which have been hitherto con- 


cealed, and is intended to promote deſigns which are never do de di | 


covered by the authors before their execution. 
With regard to theſe motives and deſigns, however artfully con- 


cealed, every Lord in this Aſſembly is yet at liberty to offer his con- 


jecures 3 and therefore J ſhall venture to lay before you what has 
ariſen in my mind, without pretending to have diſcovered abſolute 
certainty, what ſuch accompliſhed n. have endeavoured to 
conceal. 

When I conſider, my Lords, the tendency of this bill, I find it 
calculated only for the propagation of diſeaſes, the ſuppreſſion of 
induſtry, and the deſtruction of mankind; I find it the moſt fatal 
engine that ever was pointed at.a-people, an engine by which thoſe 
who are not killed will be diſabled, and thoſe who preſerve their 
limbs, wilt be deprived of their ſenſes. > 

This bill therefore appears to be deſigned only to thin the 1 
of mankind, and to diſburthen the world of the multitudes that in- 
habit it; and is, perhaps, the ſtrongeſt proof of political ſagacity 
that our new miniſters have yet exhibited. They well know, my 
Lords, that they are univerſally deteſted, and that wherever a Briton 
is deſtroyed, they are freed from an enemy; they have therefore 
opened the flood-gates of gin upon the nation, that when it is lefs 
numerous, it may be more eaſily governed. 

Other miniſters, my Lords, who had not attained to ſo great 2 
knowledge i in the art of making war upon their country, when they 
found their enemies clamorous and bold, uſed to awe them with 
proſecutions and penalties, or deſtroy them like burglars, with pri- 
ſons and with gibbets. But every age, my Lords, produces ſome 
improvement, and every nation, however degenerate, gives birth at 
ſome happy period of time to men of great and enterpriſing genius. 
It is our fortune to be witneſſes of a new diſcovery in jus ; we 
may congratulate ourſelves upon being contemporaries wit thoſe 


men who have ſhe wn that hangmen and halters are unneceſſary in a 
ſtate, and that miniſters may eſcape the reproach of W 5. 


120 


enemies, by inciting them to deſtroy themſelves. 
This new method may, indeed, have upon different conſtitutions 


a different operation; it may deſtroy the lives of ſome, and the ſenſes 


of others; but either of theſe effects will anſwer the purpoſes of the 


* to whom it is indifferent, provided the nation becomes in- 
ſenſible, 
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ſenſible, whether peſtilence or lunacy prevails among them. Either 
mad or dead, the greateſt part of the people muſt quickly be, or 
there is no hope of the continuance of the preſent miniſtry. 

For this purpoſe, my Lords, what could have been invented more 
efficacious than an eſtabliſhment of a certain number of ſhops at 


which poiſon may be vended ; poiſon ſo prepared, as to pleaſe the | 


palate while it waſtes the ſtrength, and to kill only by intoxication, 
From the firſt inſtant that any of the enemies of the miniſtry ſhall 
grow clamorous and turbulent, a crafty hireling may lead. him to 
the miniſterial Naughter-houſe, and ply him with their wonder. 
working liquor, till he is no longer able to ſpeak or think; and, my 
Lords, no man can be more agreeable to our miniſters than he that 
can neither ſpeak nor think, _— thoſe who ſpeak without 
thinking. 

But, my Lords, the 0 . to reflect, that though all 
the people of the preſent age are their enemies, yet they have made 
no trial of the temper and inclinations of poſterity ; our ſucceſſors 
may be of opinions very different from ours; they may perhaps ap- 
prove of wars on the continent, while our plantations are inſulted, 
and our trade obſtructed; they may think the ſupport of the Houſe 
of Auſtria of more importance to us than our own defence, and 
may perhaps ſo far differ from their fathers, as to imagine the trea- 
ſures of Britain very properly employed in ſupporting the troops, and 
increaſing the ſplendor of a foreign electorate. 

Since therefore it will not be denied by our miniſters, that the 
affection and gratitude of poſterity may atone for the obſtinacy, 
blindneſs, and malice of the preſent age; ſince thoſe meaſures which 
are, now univerſally cenſured, may at ſome diftant time be praiſed 
with equal unanimity; why, my Lords, ſhould they extend their 
vengeance to the ſucceeding generation ? why ſhould they endeavour 
to torture theic limbs with pains, and load their lives with the guilt 
of their parents? why ſhould they hinder that trade to which they 
mult owe all the comforts which plenty affords? why ſhould they en- 
deavour' to intercept their exiſtence, or ſuffer them to exiſt only to 
be wretched ? ; 


If I may once more declare my ſentiments, my Lords, I believe the 


miniſters do not ſo much wiſh to debilitate the bodies as the under- 
ſtandings of poſterity, nor ſo ardently deſire a race of cripples as of 


fools. For cripples, my Lords, can make no figure at a review, nor 
| | {trut 
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ut in a red coat with a tolerable grace; but fools are known by. 
lng experience to be the principal ſupport of an army, ſince they 
we the only perſons who are willing to pay it! 

Whatever, my Lords, be the true reaſons for which this bill is 6 
warmly promoted, I think they ought, at leaſt, to be deliberately 


examined; and therefore cannot think it conſiſtent with our regard 


for the nation to ſuffer” it to be precipitated into a law. The year, 
my Lords, is not ſo far advanced as that ſupplies may not be raiſed 
by ſome other method, if this ſhould be rejected ; nor do I think that 
we ought to conſent to this, even though our refuſal ſhould hinder 
the ſupplies, ſince we have no right, for the ſake of any advantage, 
however certain or great, to violate all the laws of heaven and earth, 
to doom thouſands to deſtruction, and to fill the e with the 
price of the lives of our fellow- ſubjects. 

Let us therefore, my Lords, not ſuffer ourſelves to be driven 
forward with ſuch haſte as may hinder us from obſerving whither we 
are going; let us not be perſyaded to precipitate our counſels by 
thoſe who know that all delays will be detrimental. to their deſigns, 
becauſe delays may produce new information, and they are conſcious 
that the bill will be leſs approved the more it is underſtood. 

But every reaſon which they can offer againſt the motion, is, in 
my opinion, a reaſon for it; and therefore I ſhall readily agree to 
poſtpone the clauſe, and no leſs readily to reject the bill. 

If at laſt reaſon and evidence are vain, if neither juſtice nor com- 
paſion can prevail, but the nation muſt be deſtroyed for the ſupport 
of the government, let us at leaſt, my Lords, confine our aſſertions, 
in the preamble, to truth; let us not affirm that drunkenneſs is eſta- 


bliſhed by the advice or conſent of the Lords Spiritual, ſince 1 am 


confident not one of them will ſo far contradict his own doctrine, as 
to vote for a bill which gives a ſanction to one vice, and miniſters 
opportunities and temptations to all others; and which, if it be not 


ſpeedily repealed, will overflow the whole nation with a deluge of 
| wickedneſs, | 


Lord ILay next ſpoke to the effect following 5 Lords, I 
have attended for a long time to the noble Lord, not without ſame 
degree of uneaſineſs, as I think the manner in which he has treated 
the queſtion neither conſiſtent with the dignity of this Aſſembly, nor 
with thoſe rules which ought to be ever venerable, the great rules of 
reaſon and humanity. | Yet being now arrived at a time of life in 


which 
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which the paſſions grow calm, and patience eaſily prevails over any dreadful 
ſudden diſguſt or perturbation, I forbore to diſconcert him, though how can 
I have known interruption produced by much lighter provocationg, ridicule, 
It is, my Lords, in my opinion, a juſt maxim, that our delibera. But v 
tions can receive very little aſſiſtance from merriment and ridicule, their op 
and that truth is ſeldom diſcovered by thoſe who are chiefly ſolicitous my opin 
to ſtart a jeſt. To convince the underſtanding, and to tickle the freedom 
fancy, are purpoſes very different, and muſt be promoted by different of lang! 
means; nor is he always to imagine himſelf ſuperior in the diſpute, Of tt 
who is applauded with the loudeſt laugh. examine 
To laugh, my Lords, and to endeavour to communicate the ſame not afra 
mirth to others, when great affairs are to be conſidered, is certainly parts are 
to neglect the end for which we are aſſembled, and the reaſons for ſobriety 
which the privilege of debating was originally granted us. For either th 
doubtleſs, my Lords, our honours and our power were not conferred is differe 
upon us, that we might be merry with the better grace, or that we The 


might meet at certain times to divert ourſelves with turning the great which tl 
affairs of the nation to ridicule. | | in my 0 
But, my Lords, till leſs defenſible is this practice, when we are though | 
contriving the relief of miſery, or the reformation of vice; when well int 
calamities are preying upon thouſands, and the happineſs not only of been fot 
the preſent age, but of poſterity, muſt depend upon our reſolutions. What 
He that can divert himſelf with the ſight of miſery, has ſurely very wiſh, bi 


little claim to the great praiſe of humanity and tenderneſs ; nor can may ſtil 
he be juſtly exempted from the cenſure of increaſing evils, who and opp 
waſtes in laughter and jocularity that time in which he might relieve defire, | 
them. | | 1 | laws ſhi 

The bill now before us has been repreſented by thoſe that oppoſe executic 


it, as big with deſtruction, and dangerous both to the lives, and to The 


the virtue of the people. We have been told, that it will at once ought it 
fill the land with ſickneſs and with villainy, and that it will be at the It ſeems 


ſame time fatal to our trade, and to our power; yet thoſe who are therefor 
willing to be thought fearful of all theſe evils, and ardently defirous Vere ta 
of averting them from their country, cannot without laughter men- IU obliged 
tion the bill. which they oppoſe, or enumerate the conſequences themſel1 
which they dread from it, in any other language than that of irony The 
and burleſque. 5 | | portunit 


Surely, my Lords, ſuch conduct gives reaſon for queſtioning grow ri 
either their humanity, or their ſincerity; for if they really fear ſuch de puni 
| dreadful Vox. 
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dreadful W how can they be at leiſure for mirth and gaiety? 
how can they ſport over the grave of millions, and indulge their vain 
fdicule, when the ruin of their country is approaching? 

But without enquiry, whether they who appoſe the bill will grant 
their oppoſition hypocritical, or their patriotiſm languid, I ſhall lay 

my opinion of this new regulation before your Lordſhips with equal 
freedom, though with leſs luxuriance of imagination, and leſs gaiety 
of language. 

Of this bill, porwithſtaiding the acuteneſs with which it has been 
examined, and the acrimony with which it has been cenſured, I am 
not afraid to affirm, that it is neither wicked nor abſurd; that all its 
parts are conſiſtent, and that the effects to be expected from it are 
ſobriety and health. I cannot find upon the cloſeſt examination, 
either that it will defeat its own end, or that the end propoſed by K ! 
is different from that which is profeſſed, i 

The charge of encouraging vice and tolerating deunleehiibls; with 
which the defenders of this bill have been ſo liberally aſperſed, may be, 
in my opinion, more juſtly retorted upon thoſe that oppoſe it; who, 
though they plead for the continuance of a law, rigorous Indeed, and 
well intended, own that it has by tlie IRE - ſeveral years 
been found ineffectual. 

What, my Lords, can a drunkard or a "eoflignts/ bh ſuppoſed to 
wiſh, but that the law may ftill remain in its preſent tate, that he 
may ſtill be purſued in a track by which he knows how to eſcape, 
and oppoſed by reſtraints which he is able to break ? What cab he 
deſire, but that the book of ſtatutes ſhould lie uſeleſs, and that no 
laws ſhould be made againſt him, but ſuch as cannot be put in 
execution | 

The defects of the preſent law are indeed very numerous; nor 
ought it to be continued, even though no other were to be ſubſtituted. 
It ſeems to ſuppoſe the uſe of diſtilled liquors abſolutely unlawful, and 
therefore impoſed upon licences a duty ſo enormous, that only three 


were taken in the whole kingdom, and the people were therefore 


obliged to obtain by illegal methods what they could | not t perſuade 
themſelves wholly to forbear. *- 

The method of detecting offenders was likewiſe ſuch as gare op- 
portunity for villainy to triumph over innocence, and for per) ury to 
grow rich with the plunder of the poor. Even charity itſelf might 
be puniſhed by it; and he that gave a glaſs of ſpirits to a man fainting 
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under poverty, or ſickneſs, or fatigue, might be = as A retailer I por their 
of. ſpirits without a licence. 4 who fee 

Theſe defects, which were not ſeen when the "ths was s made, bon 
excited a diſlike. No man enforced the execution of it, becauſe 
every man knew that on ſome occaſions he might himſelf break it; when t 
and they who ſuffered for the violation of it, were oftert pitied by thoſe the virt 
| Whole office obliged them to puniſh them. Thus the law, after hay. As th 
ing been executed a few months with rigour, was laid aſide as im. 
. practicable, and appears now to be tacitly n. for it is aPPa- to his p 
rently an empty form without effect. nels, 1 

If therefore the uſe of ſpirits be ſo deſtructive as is ene al. who ha 
lowed, it is ſurely neceflary, that the legiſlature ſhould at laſt repair imagine 
the defects of the former law, and the nation ſhould not be vitiated ciently 
and ruined, without ſome endeavours for its preſervation; and, in 10 1 0 
my opinion, to lay a double duty upon theſe liquors, is very rational | 
and prudent. An increaſe of the price muſt leſſen the conſumption, tay of 1 

To what degree the conſumption will be diminiſhed by this new WE 1, wt 
duty, I am not able to foretel ; but undoubtedly ſome diminution will is abſol 
be produced, and the leaſt diminution will afford us this comfort, that all its c 
| the evil does not increaſe upon us, and that this law is therefore better Save 
than that which we have repealed. being 1 
For this reaſon, my Lords, I approve the preſent bill, without of avoi 
enquiring whether it is perfect; it is ſufficient for me in the preſent I (ces, « 
exigence, that the nation will gain ſomething by the change, and But 
the people will be drawn nearer to ſobriety, temperance, and induſtry. who m 

Thus, my Lords, without paying any regard to the determination it is ne 
of the other Houſe, I think the bill ſufficiently defenſible by reaſon to defe 
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and policy; nor can I conceal my opinion, that thoſe who _ it to requ 
are the real enemies of their country. for the 

The queſtion, Whether the Houſe ſhould be now reſumed, was is ſure] 
then put, and determined in the negative by 56 againſt 35. occaſic 


The other clauſes were then read, and agreed to. doubts 
The courſe of their proceedings then required, that a day ſhould wake 
be appointed for the third reading, and Lord SANDWICH therefore WM qgefire 1 


roſe, and ſpoke to the following effect: we pu 

My Lords, As the importance of the bill now before us juſtly de- I th 
mands the matureſt conſideration, it is not without unuſual concern, layed 1 
that I obſerve the abſence of many Lords, for whoſe wiſdom and ex- to atte 


perience I have the higheſt veneration, and whom I eſteem m—_ 
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for their penetratioty and their integrity. - Tſhould hope; that all thoſe 
who feel in their hearts the love of their country, and are conſcious of f 
abilities to promote its happineſs, would aſſemble on this great oc 
hon, atid that the collective wiſdom of this Houſe would be exerted,. 
when the lives and fortunes, and, what is yet more _—_ of __ 
the virtue of the people is involved in the queſtion. | 
As there can be no avocations which can poſſibly withhold a wile 
man from counſels of ſuch moment to his country, to himſelf and 
to his poſterity; as there is no intereſt equivalent to the general happi- 
neſs, I cannot ſuppoſe, that either buſineſs or pleaſure detain thoſe 
who have not attended at the examination of this bill; and therefore 
imagine, that they are abſent only becauſe they have not been ſuffi- 
ciently informed of the importance of the queſtian that was this day 
to be diſcuſſed. + a 
| It is therefore, my Lords, neceſſary, in my opinion, t on the 
day of the third reading they be again ſummoned to attend, that the 
lay which is allowed to be only, an experiment, of which the event 
is abſolutely uncertain, may be examined with the utmoſt care; that 
all its conſequences may be known, ſo far as human wiſdom is able to 
diſcover, and that we may at leaſt be exempt from the imputation of 
being negligent of the welfare of our country, and of being deſirous 
of avoiding information or enquiry, left they ſhould retard our mra- 


ſures, or contradict our aſſertions. 5 


But ſince it is reaſonable to believe, my Lords, that many of thoſe 
who might aſſiſt us in this difficult enquiry, are now in the country; 
it is neceſſary, that our ſummons may have. the effect which is deſired, 
to defer the reading for ſome time. For to what purpoſe will it be 
to require their preſence at a time, at which we know it is impoſſible 
for them to comply with our orders? To direct what cannot be done, 
is ſurely in its own nature abſurd and contemptible, and on this 
occaſion will expoſe not only our underſtanding but our honeſty to 
doubts ; for .it will be imagined, that we are only endeavouring to 
make falſe ſhows of caution and accuracy, and that we in reality + 
defire to determine, without the concurrence of thoſe whoſe . 
we publicly require. 

therefore move, that the third adi of this bill may be de- 
layed five days, and that immediate ſummons be vo for all TROY 
to attend, 

Lord 
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Lord Can rznEx ſpoke next in ſubſtance as follows: — My Lorgs, 
1 it is the. intention of the noble Lords to debate once more the 
uſefulneſs or expedience of this bill, if they have any new argument 
to produce, or are deſirous of another opportunity to repeat thoſe 
which have been already heard, I hope they will not long withhold, 
either from themſelves or their opponents, that ſatisfaction. | 

Your Lordfhips are ſo well acquainted with the ſtate of the public, 
and know fo well the danger of the liberties of the continent, the 
power of the enemies whom we are to oppoſe, the dreadful conſe. 
- quences of an unſucceſsful oppoſition, and the neceſſity of vigour and 
expedition to procure ſucceſs, that it cannot be neceſſary to urge the 
impropriety of nee the head from which the enn are to be 
expected. 

The convenience of "OWE this bill, however plauſibly repre. 

ſented by the noble Lord who made the motion, is overbalanced by 
the neceflity of conſidering it to-morrow. Neceſſity is an argument 
which no acuteneſs can overthrow, and againſt which eloquence will 
be employed to little purpoſe. I therefore, my Lords, oppoſe the 
motion, not that it is unreaſonable in itſelf, but becauſe it cannot 
be admitted; I recommend diſpatch on this occaſion, not becauſe it 
is barely right, but becauſe it is abſolutely neceſſarꝛ. 
Lord Hervey then roſe. up and ſpoke to the following effect: 
My Lords, It is always the laſt reſource of miniſters to call thoſe 
- "meaſures neceſſary which they cannot ſhew to be juſt ; and when 
they have tried all. the arts of fallacy and illuſion, and found them all 
' baffled, to ſtand at bay, becauſe they can fly no longer, look their 
opponents boldly in the face, and ſtun them with the formidable 
found of neceſſity. 

But it is generally tize fortune of miniſters to diſcover neceſſity 
much fooner than they whoſe eyes are not ſharpened by employments; 
they frequently call that neceſſity, on which no other man would be- 
ow the title of expediency; and that is ſeldom neceſſary to be done, 
which others do not think neceſſary to be avoided, ti 

At preſent, my Lords, I ſee nothing neceſſary, but what is — 

nacefiry at all times, that we do our duty to our country, and diſ- 
cCharge our truſt, without ſuffering ourſelves to be terrified with 
imaginary dangers, or allured by imaginary benefits. The war which 


is ſaid to produce the my of this "Ow is, in my * not _neceſ- 
| lary 


leu. an 


4.170 
ary in 
it muſt 
dy new 
But, 
on a pr 
which | 
their e: 


of exti1 
reaſons 
be offe 
Thi. 
nor Cal 
ſituatic 
for the 
attemp 
the rui 
nation. 
Lea 
which 
ſome I 


41742-3.] $yfn1Tvous Ligvors. cor 

ary in itſelf : and if your Lordſhips differ from me in that ſentlment, 

it muſt yet be oy w there | is n to er ſupplies 
new methods. 

But, my Lords, if the motion, in which F concur, be over-ruled 
on a pretence of neceſſity, it will ſne an eager deſire to haſten a bill, 
which if referred to any twelve men not of either Houſe of the Senate, 
their examination would terminate git that _— a: it in guilty 
bf wilful murder. 

Lord CHOLMONDELEY tits next in ſubſtance as follows 17 
Lords, As there is no doubt but particular meaſures may be ſome- 


times neceſlary, I diſcover no reaſon that ought to hinder the men- 


tion of that neceſſity; for ſurely where it can be aſſerted with truth, 
it is the moſt powerful of all Men e, and en 4 . or 
honeſtly neglectee. bn | 

In the preſent caſe, my h I can diſcover no b in 
mentioning it; for I ſuppoſe that noble Lord did not intend to reſtrain 
it to the moſt rigoroud" ſatis; he did not mean, that there is the ſame 
neceſſity of reading this bill to-morrow for the ſucceſs of the war, as 
of extinguiſhing” a fire for the preſervation of a town; but that the 
reaſons for diſpatch abſolutely overbalanced all the gong that could 
be offered for delays. 5 

This neceſſity, my Lords, I am not aſhamed to affore after him 
nor can I think it conſiſtent with common prudence, in the preſent 
ſituation of our affairs, to defer the third reading beyond to-morrow ; 
for the ſupplies which this bill muſt produce, are to be employed in 
attempts of the utmoſt importance, and which cannot fail without 
the ruin of a n * of 8 and an ee Oy to this 
nation. 

I cannot therefore but confeſs my ſurprize at the ee with 
which this bill is oppoſed ; vehemence ſo turbulent and fierce, that 
ſome Lords have been tranſported beyond that decency which it is 
our duty and our intereſt to preſerve in our deliberations; nor have 


' reſtrained themſelves from expreſſions, which, upon reflection, I be- 
lieve they will not think defenſible ; from among which I cannot but 


particularize the horrid and opprobrious term of murder. 

The reverend Prelates, who have ſpoken againſt the bill, may be 
eaſily believed to be as zealous for virtue as thoſe who have indulged 
themſelves in this violence of language; yet they have never charged 


table who defend the meaſures now propoſed with the guilt of murder, 
K k 3 but 
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thoſe who differ from them. | 90 
For my part, my Lords, as I cannot think "gh motian for further 


delay, ſcaſonahle or proper, or neceſſary ta the diſcovery of truth, 


or conſiſtent with the welfare of the. n it is my te to vote 
againſt 7 ITO 
- The Duke of Rnpronn hioks « next a as follows : :—My 
Lords, The ardour with which the noble Lord appears to reſent the 
zndignity offered to the bill, ſhews only that he himſelf approves 5 
but not that it deſeryes the approbation of the Houſe; 
I think it of uſe, notwithſtanding the plauſible pleas of decency 
pr politeneſs, that every thing ſhould in this Houſe be called by its 


right name, that we may not diſpute for one thing, and vote for ano. | 


ther; and ſince the bill will certainly deſtroy multitudes, if it pro- 
motes the fale of diſtilled ſpirits, and it has been proyed that it will 
promote jt, I know not hy what appellation to denominate its effec, 
if that be denied me, which has been already uſed. 

[The Speaker then put. the queſtion in form, © Is it your . 
« ſhips pleaſure, that the third reading of the bill be put off for five 
te days? It was xeſolved. in the negatiye by 5a to 29. 

It was then ordered, that the bill ſhould be read the third time on 
the day following, and that the Lords ſhould he ſummoned to attend. 

On the next day the Houſe, according to the order, met, and 
another debate enſued, which was begun by. Lard HEgRyEy, who 
ſpoke in ſubſtance; as follows: 

My Lords, The tendency of the bill, which! we are now to approve 


or rejęct, is ſq apparently deſtructive to the ends of government, ſo 


apparently dangerous to public happineſs, and ſo contrary to the in: 
ſtitutions of the moſt celebrated lawgivers, and the policy of the moſt 
flouriſhing nations, that I ſtill contings to think it my duty to ſtruggle 
againſt it, 

Almoſt every legidatar of. the world, my "Hwy from whatever 
original he derived his authority, has exerted it in the prohibition of 
ſuch foods as tended to injure: the health, and deftray the vigour of 


| the people for whom he deſigned his inſtitutions, - 


The great inſtructor of the Jews, who delivered his laws by divine 
authority, prohibited the uſe of ſwine's fleſh,-for no other cauſe, ſo 
far as human reaſon is able to diſcover, than that it corrupted the 
plood, and produced logthſome diſeaſes and maladies hich deſcended 

| 0 
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o poſterity'; and therefore in prohibiting, after his examplez:the uſe 
of liquors which produce the fame effects, we e au- 
wority of the great Governor of the univerſe. = 7 ... 

The author of another religion, a religion founded indeed hee 
ſtition and credulity, but which prevails over a very great part of the 
earth, has laid his followers under reſtraints ſtill more ſevere; he has 
ſorbidden them to diſpel their cares, or exalt their pleaſures with wine, 
has baniſhed from their banquets that uſeful opponent of troubleſome 
reflection, and doomed all thoſe who receive his "oP not to ne 
only, but to abſtinence. ved 290 Ai 

The authority of this man, my Ra cannot indeed be _ AS 
unexceptionable and deciſive; but the reception of his impoſture Z 
ſhews, at leaſt, that, he was not unacquainted with human nature, 
and that he knew how to adapt his forgeries to the nations among 
which he vented them; nor can it be denied, but the prohibition 
of wine was found ee uſeful, ſince it obtained ſo r 


1 


compliance. 

All nations in the world, my Lee in every age of which there 
remain any hiſtorical accounts, have agreed in the neceſſity of laying 
reſtraint upon appetite, and ſetting bounds to the wantonneſs of luxury; 
every legiſlature has claimed and- practiſed the right of withholding 
thoſe pleaſures which the people have appeared inclined to uſe to ex- 
ceſs, and preferring the ſafety of multitudes whom liberty would de- 
ſtroy, to the convenience of thoſe who would have enjoyed it within 
the limits of reaſon and of virtue. 

The welfare of the public, my Lords, 15 always been OP the 
ſupreme law; and when any governors ſacrifice the general good 
cither to private views, or temporary convenience, they deviate at 
once from integrity and _—_— they betray their truſt, and n 
their intereſt. 

The prohibition of tals EET which are inſtrumental to 
vice, is not only dictated by policy but nature; nor does it indeed 
require much ſagacity, when the evil is known, to find the proper 
remedy ; for even the Indians, who have not yet reduced the art of 
government to a ſcience, nor- learned to make long harangues upon 
the different intereſts of foreign powers, the neceſſity of raiſing ſup- 
plies, or the importance and extent of manufactures, have yet been 
able to diſcover, that diſtilled ſpirits are pernicious to ſociety, and 
that the * of them can only be hindered by prohibiting the ſale. 

k k 4 For 
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For this reaſon, my Lords, they have NOPE that none ol this 
_ delicious poiſon ſhould be imported from Britain; ; they bave deſired 
us to confine this fountain of wickedneſs and miſery to ſtream in our 
awn country, without pouring upon them thoſe inundations of de. 
. bauchery, by which we are ourſelves overflowed. 
Whes we may be ſent with juſtice to learn Penn the nk and 
ianocarnt Indians the firſt elements of civil wiſdom, we have ſurely 
not much right to boaſt of our foreſight and knowledge; we muſt 
ſurely confeſs, that we have hitherto valued ousſelves upon our arts 
with very little reaſon, ſince we have not learned how to dae 
gither wealth or virtue, either peace or commerce. 

The maxims of our politicians, my Lords, differ widely eam thoſ 
ol the Indian favages, as they are the effects of longer conſideration, 
and reaſonings farmed upon more extenſive. views. What Indian, 
my Lords, would have contrived to hinder his countrymen from 
drunkenneſs, by placing that liquor in their houſes which tempted 
them to exceſs; or would have diſcovered, that prohibition only were 
the cauſe of boundleſs exceſſes; that to ſubdue the appetite nothing 
was neceſſary but to ſolicit it; and that what was always. offered 
would never he received? The Indians, in the ſimplicity of men 
unacquainted with European and Britiſh refinements, imagined, that 
to put an end to the uſe of any thing, it was only neceſſary to take it 
away; and conceived, that they could not promote ſobriety more 
effectually, than by allowing the people nothing with which they could 
be drunk. 

But if our politicians ſhould ſend Gion to Seoch them the art 
of government, they would quickly be ſhewn, that if they would ac- 
compliſh their deſign, they muſt appoint every tenth man among them 
to diſtribute ſpirits to the nine, and to drink them himſelf in what 
quantity they ſhall deſire, and that then the peace of their country 
will be no longer diſturbed by the quarrels of debauchery. 

4k is indeed not without amazement, that I hear this bill ſeriouſly 
defended as à ſcheme for ſupprefling drunkenneſs; and find ſome 
Lords, who, admit that fifty thouſand houſes will be opened for the 
public ſale of ſpirits, aſſert that a leſs quantity of ſpirits will be ſold. 


Ide foundation of this opinion is in itſelf very uncertain ; for will b 
nothing more is urged, but that all who ſell under the ſanction of a Sur 
; licence, will be ready to inform againſt thoſe by whom no licence has Aſſem 


been e and that ſheralors: fifty thouſand licenſed retailers merly 
may 
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may hurt a greater * who now ſell ſpirits in aN to the 
W {1-566 

All this, my n is very * from mine ; for it cannot "oy 
proved, that there are now ſo great a number of retailers as this a& 
may produce : it 1s likely that ſecurity will encourage many to engage 
in this trade, who are at preſent deterred from it by danger. It is 
poſſible, that thoſe who purchaſe licences may nevertheleſs forbear to 
proſecute thoſe that ſell ſpirits without the protection of the law. 
They may forbear, my Lords, from the common principles of hu- 
manity, becauſe they think thoſe poor traders deſerve rather pity than 
puniſnment; they may forbear from a principle that operates more 
frequently, and too often more ſtrongly, a regard to their own intereſt, | 
They may themſelves offend the law by ſome other parts of their 
conduct, and may be unwilling to provoke an inſpection into their 
own actions, by betraying officiouſly the faults of their neighbours; 
or they may be influenced by immediate terrors, and expect to be 
hunted to death by the rage of the populace. 

All theſe conſiderations may be urged againſt the only ſappoſition 
that has been made, with any ſhew of reaſon, in favour of the bill; 
and of theſe various circumſtances, ſome one or other will almoſt al- 
ways be found. Every man will have either fear or pity, becauſe 
almoſt every good man is inclined to compaſſion, and every wicked 
man is in danger from the law; and 1 do not ſee any reaſon for 
imagining, that the people-will tolerate informers more willingly now 
than in the late years. 

But ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted, though it cannot be certain, and 
has not yet been ſhewn to be probable, that the clandeſtine trade will. 
be interrupted ; I am not able to follow theſe miniſterial reaſoners 
immediately to the conſequence which they draw from this conceſſion, 
and which muſt be drawn from it, if it be of any uſe in the deciſion 
of the queſtion, nor can ſee that the conſumption of ſpirituous liquors 
will be made leſs. 

Let us examine, my Leda the e and the conſequences to- 
gether, without ſuffering our attention to be led aſtray by uſeleſs di- 
greflions. Spirits will be now ſold only with licence ! therefore leſs 
will be ſold than when it was ſold only by ſtealth ! 

Surely, my Lords, ſuch arguments will not much influence this 
Aſſembly, Why, my Lords, ſhould leſs be bought now. than for- 


ny ? It is not denied, that there will he in ey place à licenſed 
op. 


' 


Hop, where drunkards may riot in ſecurity; ; and what 8 
inviting to wretches who place in drunkenneſs their utmoſt felicity ! 
If you ſhould favourably ſuppoſe no more to be ſold, yet why ſhould 
thoſe who-now buy ny e re eee e — less when the reſtraint 
is taken away? 0 
If it be urged, that 1 WIR law does in e re. 
faint; the intended act will make no alteration. There is no real 
prohibition now, there will be no nominal prohibition hereafter; and 
therefore the law will only produce what its advorates expect don it, 
an yearly addition to the revenue -of the government. But, my 
* let us at laſt enquire to what it is to be imputed, that the 
preſent law ſwells the ſtatute book to no purpoſe? and why this 
pernicious trade is carried on with confidence and ſecurity, in oppo- 
ſition to the law? It will not ſurely be. confeſſed, that the govern- 
ment has wanted authority to execute its own laws; tnat the legiſla- 
ture has been awed by the populace, by the dregs of the populace, the 


drunkards and the beggars! Yet when the proviſions made for the | 


execution of a law ſo ſalutary, fo juſt, and ſo neceſſary, were found 
defective, why were not others ſubſtituted» of greater efficacy? Why, 
when one informer was torn in. pieces, were there not new ſecurities 
propoſed to protect thoſe who mould by the ſame ende 1 the 
people aſterwards? 

The law, my Lords, has failed of a BEA RR of its effe;; buti it 
has failed by cowardice on one part, and negligence on another; and 
though the duty, as it was laid, was in itſelf ſomewhat invidious, it 
would however have been enforced, could the revenue have gained 
as much by the puniſhment as was gained wy the toleration of 
debauchery. 0 
It has however ſome effect; ; it may be imagined, thu no man can 
be truſted, where he is not known, and that ſome men are known 
too well to be truſted; and therefore many muſt be occaſionally 
hindered from drinking ſpirits, while the law remains in its preſent 
ſtate ; who, when houſes are ſet open by licence, will neyer want an 
opportunity of complying with their appetites, but may at any time 

enter confidently, and call for poiſon, and mingle with numerous 
| aſſemblies met only to provoke each other to intemperance by a 
kind of brutal emulation and obſtreperous merriment. 

This bill therefore, my Lords, is, as it has been termed, aids an 
hs an experiment, my Lords, of a yery daring kind, which 
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gone would hazard but empirical politicians, It is an experiment to 
liſcover how far the vices of the populace may be made uſeful to the 
government, what taxes may be raiſed upon poiſon, and how much 
the Court may be enriched by the deſtruction of the ſubjects. | 

The tendency of this bill is ſo evident, that thoſe who appeared as 
its adyocates have rather endeavoured to defeat their opponents by 
charging their propoſals with abſurdity, than by extenuating the 1 
conſequence of their own ſcheme. 

Their principal charge is, that thoſe ahi oppoſe the bill recom - 
mend a total prohibition of all ſpirits. This aſſertion gives them an 


opportunity of abandoning their own cailſe, to expatiate upon the 


innocent uſes of ſpirits, of their efficacy in medicine, and their con- 
venience in domeſtic buſineſs, and to advance a multitude of poſition} 
which they know will not be denied, but 'which may be at once made 
uſeleſs to them; by aſſuring them, that no man deſires to deſtrgg_ the 
diſtillery for the pleaſure of deſtroying. it, or intends any thing more 
than ſame proviſions which may. hinder diſtilled ſpirits from being 
drank by common people upon common occaſions. 

Having thus obviated the only anſwer that has hitherto 0 ks 
to the ſtrong arguments which have been offered againſt the bill, I 
muſt declare, that I have heard nothing elſe that deſerves an anſwer, 
or that can poſſibly make any impreſſion. in favour of the bill; a bill, 
my Lords, teeming with ſedition and idleneſs; ; diſeaſes and robberies ; 
a bill that will enfeeble the body, corrupt the mind, and turn the 
cities of this populous kingdom into priſons for villains, or hoſpitals 
for cripples ; and which I think it therefore out duty to reject. 

Lord LoxnsDALE next ſpoke. to the effect following: My Lords, 
the bill, on which we are. now finally to determine, is of ſucha tendency 
that it cannot be made a law, without an open and avowed diſregard 
of all the rules which it has been hitherto thought. the general intereſt 
of human nature to preſerve inviolable. It is oppoſite at once to 
the precepts of the wiſe, and the practice of the good, to the original 
principles of virtue and the eſtabliſhed maxims of policy. 

I ſhall, however, only conſider it with relation to policy, becauſe 
the other conſiderations will naturally coincide for policy is only the 
connexion of prudence with goodneſs, and directs only what virtue 
each particular occurrence requires to be immediately practiſed. 

The firſt principle of policy, my Lords, teaches us, that the power 


and greatneſs of a ſtate ariſes from the number of its people e 
habited 
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habited dominions are an empty ſhow, and ſerve only to encumbet 
the nation to which they belong; they are a kind of pompous ona. 


ments, which muſt be thrown away in time of mie wy * | 


unfit for reſiſtance and retreat. 

In the preſent war, my Lords, if the number A our "ys Were 
equal to that of the two nations againſt which we are engaged, the 
narrowneſs of our dominions would give us a reſiſtleſs ſuperiority ; ag 
we have fewer poſts to defend, we might ſend more forces to attack 
our enemies, who muſt be weak in every part, becauſe they muſt! be 
diſperſed to a very great extent. The torrent of war, as a flood of 
water, is only violent while it is Pan but loſes its force as it is 
more diffuſed. 

In conſequence of this maxim, my Lai it is n that be. 
cauſe we are at war againſt two mighty powers, we ſhall endeavour 
to deſtroy by ſpirits at home thoſe who cannot fall by the ſword of the 
enemy, and that we endeavour to hinder the production of another 
generation; for it is well known, my Lords, and has in this debate 
been univerſally allowed, that the preſent practice of reges 3 
will not only deſtroy the preſent race, but debilitate the next. 

This ſurely, my Lords, is a time at which we ought very Audi: 
ouſly to watch over the preſervation of thoſe lives which we are not 
compelled to expoſe, and endeavour to retrieve the 1 of war by 
encouraging induſtry, temperance, and ſobriety, | 

Another principle of government which the wiſdom of our progeni- 
tors eſtabliſhed, was to ſuppreſs vice with the utmoſt diligence ; for 
as vice muſt always produce miſery to thoſe whom it infects, and 


: danger to thoſe who are conſidered" as its enemies, it is contrary to 


the end of government; and the government which encourages vice 
is neeeſſarily labouring for its own deſtruction; for the good will not 
ſupport it, becauſe they are not benefited dd it, and the Wicked will 
eau it, becauſe they are wicked, 

Ho little then, my Lords, do our ſagacious politicians underſtand 
their own intereſt by promoting drunkenneſs. and luxury, of which 
the natural train of conſequences are idleneſs, neceſſity, wickedneſs, 
deſperation, ſedition, and anarchy! How little do they underſtand 
what it is that gives ſtability to the fabrick of our conſtitution, if 
they imagine it can long ſtand, when it is not ſupported by virtue. 
In confequence of theſe: maxims, another may be advanced, that 
all Mies which tend to impair cither the health or virtue of . 

people, 
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people, ſhould be interdicted; for ſince the ſtrength of the commu- 
nity conſiſts: in the number and the happineſs of the people, no trade 
{ſerves to be cultivated which does not contribute to the one 
or the other; for the end of trade, as of all other human 2 is 
the attainment of happineſs. _ . 

If any trade that conduces not to the happineſs of the community by 
increaſing either the number or the virtue of the people, be induſtri- 
ouſly cultivated, the legiſlature ought to ſuppreſs it; if any manu» 
facture that adminiſters temptations to wickedneſs be flouriſhing and 
extenſive, it has already been too long indulged ; and the govern» 
ment can atone for its remiſſneſs only by rigorous inhibition, ſevere - 
proſecutions, and vigilant enquiries, - 


That the trade of diſtilling, my Lords, | had advanced ſo faſt among 


of ſkill in their profeſſion, and that the draughts which they prepare 
are greedily ſwallowed by thoſe who rarely look beyond the preſent 
moment, or enquire what price mult be paid for the preſent gratifica- 
tion; that the people have been ſo long accuſtomed to daily ſtupe- 
faction; that they are become mutinous, if they are reſtrained from 
it; and that the law which was intended to ſuppreſs their luxury can- 
not, without tumults and bloodſhed, be put in execution, are, in my 
opinion, very affecting conſiderations, but they can n be of no 
uſe for the defence of this bill. 

The more extenſive the trade of diſtilling, the more muſt ſwallow 
the poiſon which it affords ; the more palatable the liquor is made, 
the more dangerous is the temptation ; and the more: corrupt the 
people are become, the more urgent is the neceſſity of nn 
thoſe that have corrupted them. 

I am not, my Lords, leſs convinced of the importance of trade, 
than thoſe Lords who have ſpoken in the moſt pathetic, language for 
the continuance of the manufacture; but my regard for trade na- 
turally determines me to vote againſt a bill by which idleneſs, the 


peſt of commerce, muſt be gacouraged, and thoſe hands, by which 


our trade is to be carried on, muſt be firſt enfeebled and ſoon after - 
wards deftroyed. | 

Nor is this kind of debauchery, my Lords, leſs deſtructive to the 
intereſt of thoſe whoſe riches conſiſt in lands, than of thoſe who are 
engaged in commerce ; for it undoubtedly hinders the conſumption 
of almoſt every thing that land can produce; of that corn which 


ould 
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mould be made into bread, and brewed into more akin drink; 
of that fleſh which is fed for the market; and even of that wool which 
ſhould be worked into cloth. It has been often mentioned ludi: 
crouſly, but with too much truth, that ſtrong liquors are to the meaner 
people, meat, drink and clothes ; that they depend upon them alone 
for ſuſtenance and warmth, and that they deſire to forget their wants 
in drunkenneſs rather than ſupply them. If we therefore examine 
this queſtion with regard to trade, we ſhall find, that the money 
which is ſpent in drunkenneſs for the advantage only of one diſtiller, 
would ſupport, if otherwiſe expended, a great number of labourers, 
huſbandmen, and traders ; fince one man employed at the til] may 
ſupply with the means of debauchery ſuch numbers, as could not be 
furniſhed with innocent victuals and warm clothes, but by the in- 
duſtry of many hands, and the concurrence of many trades, 

Numbers, my Lords, are neceſſary to ſucceſs in commerce as in 
war; if the manufacturers be few, labour will be dear, and the value 
of the commodity muſt always be proportioned to the price of labour. 

Theſe, my Lords, are the arguments by which I have hitherto 
been incited to oppoſe this bill, which J have not found that any of 
its defenders can elude or repel ; for they content themſelves with a 
cowardly conceſſion to the multitude, allow them to proceed in wick- 
edneſs, confeſs they have found themſelves unable to oppoſe their 
ſovereign pleaſure, or to withhold them from purſuing their own in- 
clinations; and therefore have ſagaciouſly contrived a ſcheme, by 
which they hope to gain ſome advantage from _ vices: which = 
cannot reform. 

But who, my Lords, can, without horror in: indication; hear 
cage who are entruſted with the care of the public, een to 
take advantage of the ruin of their country? a 

Let others, my Lords, vote as their 3 will direct . 
I ſhall likewiſe follow the dictates of my heart, and ſhall avoid any 
concurrence with a ſcheme, which though it may for a time benefit 


the government, muſt deſtroy the ſtrength and virtue of the people, | 


and at once impair our trade and depopulate our country. 

Lord CARTERET then roſe up, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows: 
My Lords, the warmth with which this debate has been hitherto 
carried on, and with which the progreſs of this bill has been oppoſed, 
is, in my opinion, to be imputed to ſtrong prejudices, formed when 


the _— was firſt propoſed ; by which the noble Lords have been 
incited 
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incited to warm declamations and violent invectives; who having 

once heated their minds with ſuſpicions, have not e able to con- 
ſder the propoſitions before them with calmneſs and impartiality; 
but have purſued their firſt notions, and have employed their elo- 
quence in diſplaying the abſurdity of poſitions never advanced, and 
the miſchief of conſequences: which will never be produced. 

lt is firſt to be conſidered, my Lords, that this bill is intended, not 
to promote, but to hinder, the conſumption of ſpirituous liquors ; it 
is therefore by no means neceſſary to expatiate upon that which is 
preſuppoſed in the bill, the pernicious quality of ſpirits, the deteſtable 
nature of drunkennels, the wickedneſs or miferies which are pro- 
duced by it. Almoſt all that has been urged by the noble Lords who 
have ſpoken with the greateſt warmth againſt the bill, may reaſonably 
be conceived to have been advanced for it by thoſe who projected it; 
of whom it may be juſtly imagined, that they were fully convinced 

now much ſpirits were abuſed by the common people, and how much 
that abuſe contributed to the wickedneſs which at preſent prevails 

amongſt us, ſince they thought it neceſlary to 2 them by 2 
new law. 

But, my Lords, when they ſaw, that the abuſe of diſtilled liquors 
was in a very high degree detrimental to the public, they ſaw like- 
wile, that the trade of diſtilling was of great uſe; that it employed 
great numbers of our people, and conſumed a great part of the pro- 
duce of our lands; and that therefore it could not be ſuppreſſed, 
without injuring the public, by reducing many families to ſudden 
poverty, and by depriving the farmers of a market for a great part of 
their corn. In the plains of the Weſtern part of this iſland, the 
grain that is chiefly cultivated is barley, and that barley is chiefly 


conſumes by the diſtillers; nor, if they ſhould be at once ſuppreſſed, 


could the huſbandman readily ſell the produce of his labour and his 
grounds, or the landlord receive rent from his eſtate; ſince it would 
then produce nothing, or what is in effect the ſame, nothing that 
eould be ſold. 

It is indeed poſſible, my Lirds, that the Dutch might buy it; but 
then it muſt be conſidered, that we muſt pay them money for the 
favour, ſince we allow a premium upon exportation, and that we 
ſhall buy it back again in ſpirits, and conſequently pay them for 
manufacturing our own product. For it is not to be imagined, that 


any law will immediately reclaim the diſpoſitions, or reform the 
_ appetites 


Tenn, 23. . 17. 
appetites of the people. They are well known to have drank fpirits It th 
before they were made in our country, and to indulge themſelves at experie 
preſent in many kinds of luxury which are yet loaded with a very high feared | 
tax. It is not therefore probable, that upon the impoſition of a high ſtrain t 
duty they will immediately defiſt from drinking ſpirits; they will in. up in 
deed, as now, drink thoſe which can be moſt eaſily procured ; and if, creaſe 

by a high tax ſuddenly impoſed, foreign ſpirits be made cheaper than W they ar 
our own, foreign ſpirits will only be uſed, our diſtillery will be de. be take 
ſtroyed, and our people will yet not be reformed... duty, i 
That heavy taxes will not deter the people from any favourite en- that th 
joyment, has been already ſhewn by the unſucceſsfulneſs of the laſt with le 
attempt to reſtrain them from the uſe of ſpirits, and may be every day what h 

Adiſcovered from the uſe of tobacco, which is univerſally taken by the be ſufh 
common people, though a very high duty is laid upon it, and though money 
a King thought it ſo pernicious that he employed his pen againſt it, I do 
The Commons therefore prudently forbore to uſe violent meaſures, ſtrably 
which might diſguſt the people, but which they had no reaſon to be- ledged 
lieve ſufficient to reform them, and thought it more expedient to ture to 
proceed by more gentle methods, which might operate by impercepti- derate, 
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ble degrees, and which might be made more forcible and compulſive, Of 
if they ſhould be found ineffectual. conſeq 
Another evil will by this method likewiſe be avoided, which is the ſhew, i 
certain conſequence of high duties; this tax will produce no clan- new p 
deſtine frauds nor rebellious defiance of the legiſlature, the diſtillers benefit 
will not be tempted to evade this impoſt by perjuries, too often All 
practiſed where the profi- of them is great, nor ſmugglers to aſſemble affairs, 
in numerous troops with arms in their hands, and carry imported thoſe « 
liquors through the country by force, in oppoſition to the officers of of hut 
the cuſtoms, and the laws of the nation. That this likewiſe is with i 
praQtiſed upon other occaſions to eſcape heavy taxes, all the weekly of bei 
papers inform us; nor are there many months in which ſome of the what 
King's officers are not maimed or murdered doing of their duty. vernn 
All theſe evils, my Lords, and a thouſand others, will be avoided done 
by an eaſy tax; in favour of. which I cannot but wonder, that it ther tl 


fhould be neceſſary to plead ſo long, ſince every nation, which has 
any pretenſion to civility or a regular government, will agree, that 
heavy impoſts are not to be wantonly — and that ſeverity is 

never to be practiſed till ny has failet. 
1 


* Sa bh PY 


a — 
— — : 
- 
2 
= 
Fo * 


3. 2g. 
« ſpirits 
elves at 
ry high 
a high 
will in. 

and if, 
er than 


be de. 


ite en. 
the laſt 
Try day 
by the 
though 
nſt it, 
aſures, 
to be- 
ent to 
cepti- 


ulſive, 


is the 
clan- 
tillers 
often 
emble 
ported 
ers of 
iſe is 
eekly 
f the 


oided 
lat it 
| has 

that 
ty is 


1 


4. 1742.1] s PIRITVOUS LiQUORS. 51 

It therefore appears to me, my Lords, that Juſtice," reaſon, and 
experience, unite in favour of this bill; and that nothing is to be 
feared from it, but that it will not be ſufficiently coercive, nor re- 
ſtrain the abuſe of ſpirits ſo much as is hoped by thoſe that have ſtood 
vp in its vindication. That it can encourage drunkenneſs, or in- 


creaſe the conſumption of diſtilled liquors, is ſurely impoſfible for 


they are now drunk without reſtraint; 'and therefore no reſtraint will 


be taken away: and fince their price muſt be increaſed by a double 
duty, it may reaſonably be conceived, that thoſe who now ſpend all 
that they can gain by their labour in drunkenneſs, muſt be content 
with leſs than before, becauſe they will have no more to ſpend ; and 
what has hitherto enabled them to riot in debauchery, will no longer 
be ſufficient for the ſame purpoſes z the fame exceſs will en more 
money, and more money cannot be had. 

I do not affirm, my Lords, that the ſucceſs of this bill is dewon- 
ſtrably certain; nor can I deny that many arguments have been al- 
ledged againſt it which cannot eafily be confuted ; all that I can ven- 
ture to aſſert is, that, in my opinion, the reaſons for the bill prepon- 
derate, not that thoſe againſt it, are without weight. 

Of this, at leaſt, we are certain, that the bill can produce no in 
conſequences; and that if the experience of the enſuing year ſhall 
ſhew, it to be ineffectual, it may be amended in the next ſeſſion by 
new proviſions, which we ſhall be 1 more able to 1 for the 
benefit of the public. 

All laws, eſpecially thoſe which regard complicated and irie 
affairs, have been perfected by degrees; experience has diſcovered 
thoſe deficiencies which ſagacity could not foreſee, and the progreſs 
of human wiſdom has been always flow. To charge any ſcheme 
with imperfeQion, is only to alledge that it is the production of men, 
of beings finite in their capacity, and liable to error: nor do I fee 
what can be recommended to ſuch beings, more than what the go- 
vernment is now endeayouring to practiſe, that nothing ſhould be 
done precipitately, and that ee! N 12 be fruſled ra- 
u than conjecture. N 

Lord LonspaLE haze ſpoke to the Me len —My Lords, 
The arguments of the noble Lord have bn means influenced me 
to alter my opinion; nor do T now riſe. to pronounce a recanta- 
tion of any of my former aſſertions, but Rain one of them 


which the noble Lord has been e to conte ost. 


Vo I. II. | 22 1 He 


514 5 3 BA T E 0 * \ {ran6 gg 


He obſerves, in oppoſition to my argument, that the diſtillery con. 
tributes to the conſumption of the produce of our grounds, and by 
conſequence to the advantage of thoſe who poſleſs them ; but I, my 


Lords, am inclined to believe that it produces a contrary effect, and 


that it hinders the conſumption, even of that grain which is em. 
ployed in it. 

We may reaſonably 8 my Lords, that pe 5 0 now drink 
diſtilled liquors, would, if they were debarred from them, endeavour 
to obtain from ale and beer the ſame renovation of their vigour, and 
relaxation of their cares; and that ma" more ale would be 
brewed, as there would be more purchaſers: if therefore the ſame 
quantity of malt, which is ſufficient, when diſtilled, to produce in- 
toxication, would, when brewed into ale, have the ſame effect, the 
conſumption would ſtill be the ſame, whether ale or ſpirits were in 
uſe; but it is certain, that the fourth part of the malt which is ne- 
ceſlary to furniſh ale for a debauch, will, when exalted in the ſtill, be 
ſufficient to ſatisfy the moſt greedy drunkard; and it is therefore 
evident, that he who drinks ale, conſumes more barley by three parts 
in four than he who ingulges the. uſe of ſpirits, ſuppoſing them both 
equally criminal in the exceſs of their enjoyments. 

The noble Lord has taken occaſion to mention tobacco, as an 
8 of the obſtinacy with which the people perſevere in a prac- 
tice to which they are addicted. Of the obſtinacy of the people, my 
Lords, I am ſufficiently convinced; but hope that it will never be 
able to overpower the legiſlature, who ought to enforce their laws, 
and invigorate their efforts in proportion to the atrociouſneſs of the 
corruption which they are endeavouring to extirpate : nor do think 
ſo meanly of government, as to believe it unable to repreſs drunken- 
neſs or luxury, or in danger of being ſubverted in a n about 
ſpirits or tobacco. 

Tobacco, indeed, has not properly been ad as an \ lnflance; 
for I never heard, that however. it may be diſapproved. by particular 
men, of whatever rank or abilities, it was prohibited by law; nor 
ſhould I think any ſuch prohibition neceſſary or reaſonable : for to- 
| bacco, my Lords, is not- poiſon, like diſtilled ſpirits, nor is there 
of it ſo much injurious to health, as offenſive to delicacy. _. 
The poiſonous and deſtructive quality of theſe liquors, is TY 
by the noble. Lord, a . with which I find. it very difficult to 
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viſions which have been made by the proviſion of our anceſtors for 


1 


. 1742-3! s rTRITUOUS IIe ons. 318 


that ſpirits corrupt the mind, weaken the limbs, impair virtue, and 


horten life, any arguments in favor of thoſe who manufacture them 


come too late, ſince no advantage can be equivalent to the loſs of 
honeſty and life. When the noble Lord has urged that the diſtillery 
employs great numbers of hands; and therefore ought to be encou- 
raged, may it not, upon his own conceſſion, be replied, that thoſe 
numbers are employed in murder, and that their trade ought, like 
that of other murderers; to be ſtopped When he urges that much 
of our grain is conſumed in the ſtill, may we not anſwer, and anſwer 
irreſiſtibly, that it is conſumed by being turned into poiſon, inſtead 
of bread? Ang can a ſtronger argument be imagined for the, ſup- 
preſſion of this deteſtable buſineſs, than that it — n 
and that it is gainful and extenſive ? 

Nor can I diſcover, my Lords, how the care of preſerving the 
diſtillery is conſiſtent with the ends which the preamble in this bill 
declares to be propoſed, or which the advocates for it appear to 
deſire, If the conſumption. of diſtilled ſpirits. is to be hindered, how 
is the diſtillery to remain uninjured? If the trade of diſtilling is not 
to be impaired, what ſhall hinder the eonſumption of ſpirits? So far 
35 this bill operates, the diſtillers muſt be impoveriſhed by it; and 
if they -may properly and juſtly ſuffer a ſmall diminution of their 
profit for a ſmall advantage to the public, why will not a greater 
benefit be equivalent to a greater diminution ? 

Nothing, my Lords, is more. apparent, than that the real deſign 
of this bill, however its defenders may endeavour to conceal it in the 
miſt of ſophiſtry, is to lay only ſuch a tax as may increaſe the reve- 
nue; and that they have no deſire of ſuppreſſing that vice which may 
be made uſeful to their private purpoſe, nor feel any regret to fill the 
exchequer by the ſlaughter of the people. | 

Lord AYLESFORD then roſe up, and ſpoke to the following pur- 
poſe : My Lords, The noble-Lord who ſpoke laſt in defence of this 
new ſcheme, appears to have imbibed very ſtrong prejudices in favour 
of the diſtillery, from which he finds it orndBeable to draw large 
ſums for the ſupport of the meaſures which have been already formed, 
and which he therefore conſiders as the moſt important and benefi- 
cial trade of the Britiſh nation. 

It is not improbable, my Lords, that in a ſhort time all the pro- 
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che ſupport of the woollen manufacture, will be. transferred for the 
eficouragement of the diſtillery, which appears to be at preſent the 
reigning favourite; for it is evident, that both manufactures cannot 
ſubſiſt . and Git cithes n 1 continued by the ruin of | 
| Wwe other. 
Of theſe nnd; which i is 90 to al, , 8 from 
the encomium juſt now beſtowed upon the prudence of the Com. 
mons, by whom the darling diſtillery has been ſo tenderly treated; 

pet that the trade, in which the bounty of nature has enabled us to 
Excel all other nations of the world, may not be ſuffered to periſh in 
filence, I will take this opportunity to declare, that this boaſted pru- 
dence can, in my opinion, produce no other effects than poverty 
and ruin, private calamities, and general wickednefs ; that by en- 
couraging drunkenneſs at the expence of trade, it will ſtop all the 
eutrents by which the gold of foreign nations has flowed e us, 
and expoſe us to conqueſt, and to ſlaver x. : 
©) Thus ended this memorable debate. The cſi wins put, was 
determined in favour of the bill by 57 againſt 38, 
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